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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

During February and March 2015, 8 Open Houses were held in each region around the
state to gather public input regarding seven possible deer regulation changes for the
2016-2017 season, along with a web page to collect additional comments.

A total of 736 attendees participated in at least one of the 8 Open Houses and provided
almost 1,300 comments.

Over 170 staff from 9 Divisions worked the Open Houses.

From February 1, 2015-April 1, 2015, over 2,800 people have provided over 6,000
comments online.

Almost 300 comments came to Department offices, the Regulations Committee, the
Department website and letters mailed to Policy Coordination.

A total of over 7,500 comments were received from both the open houses, online and
through Department offices.

Most commenters were men (95 percent of online comments, 92 percent of open house
comments).

Most people who provided comments online were between the ages of 35-54, followed
by 55-74, then 20-34, under 19 and lastly 75 and older. The open house respondents
were similar with most people providing comment were between the ages of 35-54,
followed by 55-74, then 20-34, 75 and older and lastly 19 and under.

Most respondents considered themselves hunters (98 percent of online commenters, 99
percent of open house participants).

The majority of respondents who provided online comments heard about the opportunity
from the Department website, social media and the Missouri Conservationist magazine,
while people attending the open houses heard of the opportunity through the Missouri
Conservationist, the Department’s website and a friend.

Sixty-seven percent of online commenters provided an email address so they could
receive future updates, as compared to 53 percent of open house participants.

Online comments regarding crossbows were the most numerous; followed closely by
comments regarding the reduction of archery any deer permits; then reducing the length
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of the November portion, changing the timing and the length of the late youth season,
changing of the timing and length of the antlerless season, eliminating the urban zones
portion and simplifying the conservation area regulations (in that order).

Open house comments regarding crossbows were the most numerous; followed by
reducing the length of the November portion by 2 days; the reduction of archery any-deer
permits; changing the timing and length of the late youth portion; change the timing and
length of the antlerless portion; eliminate the urban zones portion and simplify the
conservation area regulations (in that order).

The most common themes and issues included:
o Crosshows
= Support a regulation change to allow crossbows during archery season
= Support the current regulation of not allowing crossbows during archery season

0 Reduction of the length of the November portion by 2 days
= Support the reduction in length of the November portion by 2 days
= Support the current length of the November season

0 Reduction of the archery any deer permits
= Support the reduction of antlered deer to 1 during the archery season
= Support the current regulation of two antlered deer during the archery season

0 Change the timing and length of the antlerless season
= Support the change in timing and length of the antlerless season
= Support the current timing and length of the antlerless season

0 Change the timing and length of the late youth portion
= Support the change in timing and length of the late youth portion
= Support the current timing and length of the late youth season

o0 Eliminate the urban zones portion
e Support the elimination of the urban zones
e Support the current urban zone regulations

o Simplify the conservation area regulations
e Support the simplification of conservation area regulations
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INTRODUCTION

Throughout the development of the White-tailed Deer Management Plan we have clearly
outlined that our current priority for deer management in Missouri is to have a hunting season
structure that achieves the Department’s deer population goals while promoting hunter
participation, recruitment, and retention.

Currently, the Department uses hunter surveys, production landowner surveys, archer
observation surveys, deer population simulations, biological data, harvest summaries, and public
comments when determining deer population goals for a particular management unit or county.

We gathered public input on Missouri’s White-tailed Deer Management Plan and proposed
regulations changes using quantitative scientific surveys of deer hunters, and open houses
conducted around the state to gather public comment, along with a designated web page to
collect comments. Scientific surveys are a means of obtaining levels of support or opposition that
Missouri deer hunters have toward a proposed regulation change. Alternately, the open houses
and web comments provided the public an opportunity to give us feedback on what they view as
important issues and how they would like to see the department address those issues. The public
comments provided to the department on various deer management issues were considered in the
development of these regulations recommendations as feedback provides context to the opinions
expressed in scientific surveys.

The current Missouri deer season structure was built during an era with a rapidly growing deer
population, coupled with a concern that hunters would not be able, nor willing, to harvest enough
does to stabilize or decrease deer numbers in much of rural Missouri. That paradigm has shifted
as deer populations in much of Missouri are either at or below desired levels. Therefore, in order
to meet the deer management challenges of today we must devise a new approach to deer
management and reconsider the structure of the Missouri deer season. The goal is to adjust
regulations in a manner that produces the desired population change (i.e., increase, stabilize, or
decrease) and attempts to maximize hunter recruitment and retention. The regulations changes
we are considering are to accomplish our goal modifying the current hunting season structure to
achieve the Department’s deer population goals while promoting hunter participation,
recruitment, and retention.

Missouri Department of Conservation General Philosophy on Hunting
Regulations and Season Structure

Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC)’s role and responsibility regarding hunting,
fishing, and hunter / angler participation—when consistent with biological considerations—is
to:

e Provide maximum opportunity and access;

e Minimize barriers;
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e Use hunting to achieve wildlife management objectives;

e Support the economic benefits that result from hunting and fishing;

e Ensure that hunting and fishing remain viable mainstream activities for Missourians;
e Promote an understanding of our hunting and fishing heritage and traditions.
Regulation Changes under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Deer Season

Firearms Season Changes

Change under Consideration: Eliminate the Urban Zones Portion of the Firearms Deer
Season.

November Portion —

The timing of the November portion of the firearms deer season during the peak of the rut was
established when the deer population was below desired levels and the goal was to increase deer
numbers by minimizing doe harvest and maximizing participation by encouraging buck harvest.
Consequently, setting the November portion to coincide with the rut was a good deer
management strategy in the early years of deer management. Deer activity is highest at that time
so deer, especially bucks, are vulnerable to hunting. This was appropriate because we were most
interested in protecting antlerless deer and taking a high proportion of antlered bucks was
acceptable. Additionally, when the November portion was established many hunters were
restricted to taking only antlered deer and were not selective, shooting the first legal deer they
encountered. Hunters were satisfied because hunting during the peak of the rut increased their
chances of taking a deer.

A growing deer population throughout the 1980’s and 1990’s produced many modifications of
deer management objectives, shifting from a buck harvest emphasis to a doe harvest emphasis.
In addition, deer hunter interests have changed. Hunters are becoming increasingly selective and
increasingly supportive of managing for a greater proportion of bucks in older age-classes.
Furthermore, the current November portion timing results in the removal of bucks during the
peak of the breeding period, which is disruptive to the establishment of dominance hierarchies,
and, biologically, is not the ideal time to apply heavy buck harvest. These dominance hierarchies
ensure that the most fit, but not necessarily largest, bucks do a disproportionate amount of the
breeding. For example, the current timing means that only approximately 40% of the breeding
occurs prior to the November portion. A one-week later shift would mean that approximately
75% of the does would breed prior to opening of this portion of the deer season. A later season
would maintain the dominance hierarchies so that more fit bucks have greater of a chance of
breeding.

A 2013 survey of Missouri deer hunters indicated a high level of opposition to moving the
November portion of the firearms season outside of the rut, and more opposition than support for
moving the November portion one week later. Generally, these results indicate that Missouri
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deer hunters value the opportunity to hunt deer during the rut when activity is greatest and do not
desire a change in the timing of the November portion. For the reasons listed above, the current
timing of the November portion of the firearms deer season is not biologically the ideal time.
However, it is hard to dispute the positive social impacts of providing quality hunting
opportunities to the greatest number of hunters during the period of peak deer activity. Thus, we
do not recommend changing the opening date of the November portion of the firearms deer
season at this time. Nevertheless, as attitudes and hunter desires shift, future consideration of a
change in timing of the November portion is appropriate.

Additionally, in 1994 the November portion of the firearms deer season was expanded from 9
days to 11 days in response to a growing deer population. Over the last two decades deer hunter
numbers and deer harvest opportunities (i.e., permits, open hunting days) have increased
substantially. Over the same time period the deer population has stabilized or been reduced in
many parts of Missouri. Therefore, we are considering reducing the length of the firearms deer
season by two days to ensure that deer population goals continue to be met. Reducing the length
of the November firearms deer season will only minimally reduce opportunity and harvest
because the final two days of the November portion of the firearms deer season have
traditionally been the two days with the lowest hunter harvest (Figure 1) and number of hunting
trips (Figure 2).

Change under Consideration: Maintain the current timing of the November Portion of the
Firearms Deer Season and shorten to 9-day.

Youth Portions —

In 2001, the Department initiated the first youth firearms portion of the deer season to get young
hunters in the woods when the chance of success is optimal, and to engage them in hunting and
the outdoors at an early age. In 2009, youth firearms hunting opportunities were expanded to
include a late youth portion which was timed to follow all other portions of the firearms deer
season. The addition of the youth portions and other youth recruitment efforts has been
successful at increasing young hunter participation. However, it is not clear that these efforts are
successfully retaining young hunters. Therefore, we continue to explore opportunities to provide
quality hunting opportunities, like those provided during the early youth portion. Quality
hunting opportunities are critical to success and satisfaction with the hunting experience. The
current timing of the late youth portion has much lower success and participation than the early
youth portion (Figures 1 and 2). Therefore, we recommend moving the late youth portion of the
firearms deer season from the current timing of late December or early January to the Friday
through Sunday following Thanksgiving. Altering the timing should increase success and
participation as a result of better deer activity and weather conditions in late November when
compared to the current timing of the late youth portion. Additionally, it expands youth hunting
opportunities to include an additional day in which schools will be closed.
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Change under Consideration: Expand the late youth portion to 3-days beginning the first
Friday after Thanksgiving.

Antlerless Portion —

The antlerless portion of the firearms deer season was implemented in 1996 to increase the
harvest of antlerless deer in response to a rapidly growing deer population in portions of the
state. However, because participation was much lower than during the November portion of the
firearms season, the antlerless portion has not resulted in a significant overall increase in
antlerless harvest (Figures 1 and 2). Much of the harvest occurring during the antlerless portion
is likely the result of shifting antlerless harvest out of the November portion. For example, in
2013, the antlerless portion only made up 6% of the total firearms deer harvest and 7% of the
total antlerless deer harvest.

The deer population in most of Missouri is currently at or below the population goal. Thus, the
additional antlerless harvest opportunities provided by the antlerless portion are no longer
necessary to meet population goals. Also, increasing the number of deer hunting days with the
creation of youth portions, expansion of November, antlerless, and alternative methods portions
has created conflicts between deer hunters and other outdoors users like small game hunters.
Removing or reducing the length of the antlerless portion of the deer season may result in some
lost deer hunting opportunities, but it would reduce conflicts that occur between other hunters
and outdoor users due to the length of the current deer hunting seasons.

Therefore, we recommend reducing the length of the antlerless portion.

Change under Consideration: Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and
begin on the first Friday in December.

Urban Zones Portion —

The goal of the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) urban deer management program
is to provide individuals and communities with information about deer management and to assist,
as requested, in the management of white-tailed deer by providing management expertise, deer
management plans, and population control options that provide residents and communities with
effective ways to manage deer.

The Department has taken a progressive and proactive approach to urban and suburban deer
management by adding tools to the toolbox to help urban and suburban communities meet their
deer management objectives. The urban zones portion of the firearms deer season was
implemented as one tool to address issues associated with overabundant urban deer populations.
Department staff working closely with local communities to implement management strategies
have led to ordinance changes allowing the use of archery equipment and controlled hunts in
cities across the state, both of which have proven to be far more effective at managing urban deer
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populations than the implementation of the urban zones portion of the firearms deer season. The
allowance of an additional firearms hunting opportunity in urban zones does little to manage deer
populations where the ability to use firearms is limited due to city ordinances or safety concerns.
As a result, the majority of harvest during the urban zones portion occurs in the most rural
portions and does not ensure adequate deer harvest in the locations where urban deer conflicts
occur. Therefore, we are considering eliminating the urban zones portion of the firearms deer
season. Removal of the urban zones portion will simplify the deer season structure and will not
jeopardize the progress towards effective urban deer management that has occurred in many
communities across the state.

Change under Consideration: Eliminate the urban zones portion of the firearms deer
season

Archery Season Changes

Archery Methods —

The archery deer season has been growing in popularity over the past several years. Additionally,
archery hunting is a critical deer management tool in many urban areas where the discharge of
firearms is restricted. With the increasing popularity of the archery season, we have received an
increasing number of requests to expand the season to include crossbows, which are currently
only allowed with a Hunting Method Exemption.

Currently more than 10,000 Hunting Method Exemptions are in effect to allow persons with
disabilities to use a crossbow during the archery deer season A 2008 report on archery deer
hunters found that similar to other types of hunting activity, many hunters begin at an early age,
then decline in participation during the late teen and college years, followed by a return in the
mid-to-late twenties with somewhat stable participation until around the age of 40. Once hunters
enter their 40’s archery participation diverges from firearms deer hunter participation. It appears
this is the age when Missouri archery hunters begin to "drop out” of archery hunting. If, as
suspected, physical limitations further the decline in participation of middle-aged archery
hunters, allowing the use of crossbows would prolong participation for several years for those
that still retain a desire to hunt.

Support and request for allowance of crossbows during the archery season have increase
significantly over the last several years. A 2012 survey of 18,000 Missouri deer hunters
indicated that 46% approve and 33% disapprove of allowing crossbows during the archery
season. Therefore, the many Missourians who have individually requested additional crossbow
hunting opportunity would no doubt welcome the allowance of crossbows during the archery
deer season.

Our challenge is to balance contrasting hunter opinions with the desire to provide maximum
hunting opportunity while also responsibly managing Missouri’s deer population. In an effort to



February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «* Page 11

maximize hunting opportunities, recruit younger hunters and retain older hunters, we are
considering expanding the archery season to include crossbows.

Change under Consideration: Allow the use of crossbows by all hunters during the
Archery Deer Season

Archery Antlered Deer Limit —

As population management goals shift toward encouraging antlerless harvest and hunters’ desire
to see more bucks in older age-classes, wildlife biologist have begun to consider the restrictions
on buck harvest as a tool to manage the sex ratio and age structure of the deer population. For
example, the antler-point restriction was implemented to shift harvest pressure from bucks to
does and improve age structure of the buck segment of the populations. The point restriction has
reduced the harvest of bucks 1% years old, but has not greatly reduced total buck harvest.
Therefore, one option to consider is reducing the total number of bucks an individual could
harvest to reduce pressure on the buck segment of the population. This is particularly important
as we explore ways to ensure appropriate antlerless harvest and meet hunter desires for more
bucks in older age classes, particularly in areas where the antler point restriction is not
biologically or socially appropriate.

The allowance of two bucks during the archery season was established at a time when there were
relatively few archers and archery harvest made up a relatively small proportion of the total
harvest and deer populations were rapidly expanding. Each year archery harvest makes up a
larger proportion of the total antlered buck and overall deer harvest. For example, in 2000
archery deer harvest made up 10% of the total deer harvest and 11% of the antlered buck harvest,
by 2013 those numbers had increased to 20% and 19%, respectively.

A recent survey of deer hunters indicates very low support for a limit of one buck all methods
(archery and firearms) combined. However, public input indicates that many hunters would be
accepting of a one archery antler deer and one firearms antlered deer limit. Therefore, we are
considering reducing the number of antlered deer that may be taken during the Archery Deer
Season to one.

Change under Consideration: Reduce the limit of antlered bucks taken during the Archery
Deer Season to one.

Conservation Area Deer Regulations

Deer management on Missouri’s public areas has had a diverse history ranging from refuges that
served as a source of deer during the state’s deer herd restoration in 1940°s-60’s to the current
offering of diverse hunting opportunities. Diverse hunting regulations on conservation areas have
been established to fulfill the desires of hunters with different harvest and hunting method
interests.

In 2005, the Department applied six deer hunting regulations on conservation areas and
monitored how they affected deer numbers and hunter attitudes. During 2005, 2006, 2011, and
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2012 hunters on select conservation areas were randomly interviewed and received follow-up
surveys to determine their perceptions of the deer population, hunting experiences, and overall
satisfaction with different hunting regulations.

The study found that for most hunters, the opportunity to see and harvest a deer is important,
affecting how hunters select an area to hunt, and their satisfaction with the hunting experience.
The results suggest that conservation areas with restrictive regulations (archery only,
archery/muzzleloader methods, and bucks only) increase opportunities to see deer and produce
more satisfied hunters than areas with more liberal regulations (statewide, open during antlerless
portion) . However, for some hunters the opportunity to hunt deer and use whatever permits are
available in the county is most important.

Generally, deer hunters on public land have lower success rates, perceive lower deer numbers,
and tend to rate their hunting experiences lower than private land hunters. We continue to strive
to manage deer numbers at desirable levels while providing diverse deer hunting opportunities
for the public. The current set of deer regulations hunting options on Conservation Areas are
confusing, do not allow managers to adapt regulations to changing deer populations, and in
general there is low hunter satisfaction. Therefore, to increase hunter satisfaction and
effectiveness of area regulations, we are considering changes that would simplify regulations and
give managers the ability to adjust regulations to adapt to current deer population conditions.

Change under Consideration: Simplify Conservation Area regulations to include Archery
Methods Only, Archery and Muzzleloader Methods Only, or Archery and Firearms
Methods Only with optional allowance of Archery and Firearms Antlerless Permits.
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Figure 1. Daily harvest totals during the urban zones, early youth, November, antlerless, alternative methods, and late youth
portions of the firearms deer season from 2010 through 2013.

Daily Harvest During Firearms Deer Season

B2010 m2011 ®m2012 ®2013

uegun

yano Ape3
IBgBAON
ssajapuy
SPOUIaN BANEWAYY
upno ), a3e

L-ﬂlumw

o 3 Fm o Zn Sn 3w 3n T Sn Zw Pm Fn Sm Sn 3n o Sn 3w P Bn Bn 3n S Fn Sw Fm Sn 3m Sn 3w S Sw Sn Sn S Sn 3n 3m 3w Sm Gn 3n S
%Eg%%ﬁ%g%%””%%ﬁ%%”“EE%EE””%E%E%E%“”EE&EEE{
e = = = = :“E g i — :HE g =i :lﬂ-ﬁ fp =R = EM-E = = = W =
Egaﬂaigicgc-gu.ﬂingc-gu.giugcgmgiﬁangcgmaangga
E =8 P == g E B = -3 £ B 2 F T E o = EFgE - EF R



February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 14

OPEN HOUSES

Open House Summary

During February and March 2015, 8 Open Houses were conducted around the state to gather
public input regarding possible regulation changes for the 2016-2017 deer season that were
under consideration, along with a web page to collect additional comments.

The meetings did not have formal presentations. Instead, they used an open-house format where
people could come and go any time between 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Participants visited booths
focusing on the changes for the 2016-2017 deer season under consideration including:

Firearms Season Changes
e Maintain the timing of the November portion and reduce the length to nine days
e Expand the late youth portion to three days, beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving
e Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to three days, beginning the first Friday in
December
¢ Eliminate the urban zones portion

Archery Season Changes
e Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season
e Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to one

Conservation Area Regulations
e Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and
archery antlerless permits

The open-house format lets attendees concentrate on their particular interests, asking questions
and discussing their ideas one-on-one with biologists and other key staff. A total of 736 attendees
participated in at least one of 8 Deer Open Houses.

e Almost 1300 comments were received from open house participants with comments
regarding crossbows were the most numerous; followed by reducing the length of the
November portion by 2 days; the reduction of archery any-deer permits; changing the
timing and length of the late youth portion; change the timing and length of the antlerless
portion; eliminate the urban zones portion and simplify the conservation area regulations
(in that order). See Appendix A for a full list of comments provided at the Open Houses.
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Open houses were held at the following locations:

e February 24 — MDC Burr Oak Wood Conservation Nature Center
1401 N.W. Park Road in Blue Springs

e February 26 — MDC Powder Valley Conservation Nature Center
11715 Cragwold Road in Kirkwood

e March 3 - MDC Springfield Conservation Nature Center
4601 S. Nature Center Way in Springfield

e March 5 - MDC West Plains Civic Center, Dogwood 1 and 2
110 St. Louis Street in West Plains

e March 10 - MDC Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center
2289 County Park Drive in Cape Girardeau

e March 12 — MDC Northeast Regional Office
3500 S. Baltimore in Kirksville.

e March 16 -MDC Central Regional Office
3500 E. Gans Road in Columbia

e March 31 -MDC Northwest Regional Office
701 James McCarthy Drive in St Joseph

DEMOGRAPHIC SUMMARY OF RESPONDENTS

Most of the people who attended the open houses were men (92 percent) who considered
themselves to be hunters (99 percent). The majority of participants heard about the open houses
from the Missouri Conservationist magazine followed by the Department’s website.

THEMES AND ISSUES IDENTIFIED AT OPEN HOUSES

Public comments were collected at open houses, conducted February 24-March 31, 2015. A brief
summary of the public comments provided at the open houses can be found below. The themes
are listed in the order that received the most comments. For example, archery method-crossbow
received the most comments; followed by reducing the length of the November portion by 2
days; the reduction of archery any-deer permits; changing the timing and length of the late youth
portion; change the timing and length of the antlerless portion; eliminate the urban zones portion
and simplify the conservation area regulations. Issues for each theme are summarized and
sample comments (that best explained the theme) are provided. A complete list of comments
received is provided in Appendix A.

Archery Method-Crossbow
e Support allowing crossbows during the archery season.
e Support current regulations. Crossbows are currently prohibited during archery season,
except with a medical exemption.
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Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season

Sample of Archery Method-Crossbow Comments

I am in favor of crossbow hunting, I’m 67 years old and it would help me!

Allow crosshow hunting for 62 years of age or older. Allow crosshow hunting for the 2" half of
the bow season. Allow crossbow hunting for 16 years of age or younger...

Allow crossbows during archery...that’s a no brainer.

Allowing crossbows reduces the aesthetic value of archery hunting. Much easier to master,
much less movement, inherently more accurate greatly reducing the acquired woodsmanship.

If the deer population is currently at or below the population goal, why would you want to let
everyone use crossbows to further deplete the population

No crossbows allowed to be used during the archery season unless physically disabled

Reduce the Length of the November Portion by 2 days

e Support maintaining the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to
9-days

e Support the current regulation of an 11 day November firearm season

Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9 days

Sample of the Length of the November Portion Comments

I would like to see the 9 day rifle season, and move it to December

I agree with the 9 day rifle season and would like to see it taken out of the rut all together

We “agree” with the proposed season changes...that are under consideration. We want a large
healthy herd and a shorter season will...will help greatly

Keep the November portion open for 2 days to help give chances to guys/girls that are busy the
other days

Keep it 11 days for those that travel 2 hours or more so they can enjoy time in the woods without
as many hunters on those Mondays and Tuesdays

The 2 days off of firearms season will mess up hunters that cannot schedule vacation the first
week

Reduce the Number of Archery Any-Deer Permits from 2 to 1
e Support the reduction of archery any-deer permits from 2 to 1
e Support keeping the current regulation of 2 archery any-deer permits

Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1
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Sample of Reducing the Number of Archery Any-Deer Permits from 2 to 1

If the deer population is down, I am in favor of ...only one buck...

As far as reducing the antlered deer in archery season does not matter to me, personally 1 good
buck with a bow is enough

I don’t mind losing an archery buck tag as long as you are given a separate buck tag for city limit
hunts, as other managed hunts

No to the reduction in any deer permits. Only 3% of bow hunters kill 2 bucks. How does that
realistically affect numbers?

Agree to all (regulation changes) except reducing buck allowance during archery season from 2
to 1. Use QDM practices and never have shot 2 bucks but like the option on seeing older age
class bucks

All changes are ok except reducing archery antlered deer to one. 577 deer killed as second
archer antlered=>very low impact, but significant decrease in hunter enjoyment. Would reduce
time kids go hunting if “Dad” kills early

Change the Timing and Length of the Late Youth Portion
e Support the change in timing and length of the late youth season
e Support the current regulation with the late youth season being in January
e The youth season is abused

Expand the late youth portion to 3-days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving

Sample of the Change in Timing and Length of the Late Youth Portion Comments

Youth season expansion is a good idea, not as cold, more time, better weather

Youth season is good, | like Thanksgiving weekend

| agree to expand the youth hunting opportunities to include additional days in which school is
closed

Opposed to moving late youth firearms season to the Thanksgiving Holiday

It is not equitable to move the second youth season to November. If this is done, this
disadvantages other hunters because youth get to hunt before the rifle season and again before
the muzzleloader/alternative season. If you hunters get special treatment, why don’t other
“special interest” groups such as women, veteran, etc...?

I am all for youth hunting but I think a lot of big bucks are being wounded or being harvested by
adults during the youth season now

Antlerless Season
e Support the reduction in length of the antlerless portion to 3 days beginning on the first
Friday in December
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e Support keeping the antlerless season as-is, which was from November 26-December 7,
2014
¢ Eliminate the antlerless season.

Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December

Sample of Antlerless Season Comments

I hope to have less days on doe season, the deer population is too low over the last two years

Discontinue the antlerless season to allow for the antlerless tags in the firearm season

| feel the antlerless portion to be reduced but to 4-6 days to allow everyone an opportunity to
hunt does without taking much time off work

If the antlerless season is reduced give the landowners an additional “Window of Opportunity” to
harvest the number of does required to manage their private land (and the tags to do so)

Cutting the antlerless season is going to seriously affect my ability to harvest “meat deer”.
Warm weather during a 3 day season prevents home processing. Also, | use the mid=week
hunting days to harvest calm, unharrassed animals

Please consider abolishing the antlerless season

Urban Zones
e Support the elimination of the urban zones portions
e Do not support the elimination of the urban zones portions
e Eliminate the urban zones portions

Sample of the Urban Zones Comments

Support eliminating a special urban zone season

Yes, get rid of urban gun zones

Support the elimination of the urban zone as long as | can still hunt

Approve all except eliminating urban portion-still too many vehicle collisions

Not in favor of elimination, many urban hunters have used the same are for years, helps control
herd

Please keep the urban zone portion. 1 live in Greene County and there is definitely a problem
with an abundance of deer in parts of Springfield. The Urban Zone portion helps to reduce the
deer population so they don’t get hit by vehicles

Conservation Areas
e Support the simplification of conservation area regulations
e Do not support the simplification of conservation area regulations
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Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery
antlerless permits

Sample of the Conservation Area Comments

Okay to simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and
archer antlerless permits

I support simplifying conservation regulations

Conservation areas-keep it simple!!

Opposed to conservation area changes

Conservation areas: keep them as is. Each area is different and should be managed differently.
Maybe increase ways to inform the public on area regulations. Try not to limit methods too
much. | need to hunt

ADDITIONAL THEMES AND ISSUES

Additional themes and issues surfaced through the open house comments (see Appendix A for
the full list of open house comments). These themes include deer permits, bag limits, landowner
permits, non-resident permits, youth season, deer management assistance program (DMAP) and
a large number of miscellaneous comments. Listed below are the additional themes with the
most common issues listed below the theme.

Non-Resident Deer Permits
e Non-resident fees should be reciprocal.
e Support a price increase.
e Draw only.
e Fees are fine.
e Reduce fees for non-resident land owners living in neighboring states

Season Changes
e Consider a split season around a couple of weekends.
e Move the general season back one week later so the bucks, big bucks, rut with not too
much pressure.
e Have a portion of archery just for traditional bows, no compounds or crossbows.
e Do away with late seasons in January.
e The seasons are long enough.

Alternative Methods Season
e Do not like muzzle loader season because it falls Christmas week.
e Change alternative methods back to primitive weapons.
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e Allow slugs during the alternative methods season.
e Allow shotguns during alternative methods season and include youth.
e Do a7 day gun season followed by a 7 day muzzleloading season back to back.

Limit Tags
e Make 1 doe per county hunted archery and 1 doe per county firearms.
e Do away with unlimited antlerless tags.
e Reduce nuisance permits.
e Delete ‘farm tags' for leases.
e Quit giving out nuisance tags unless they agree to take animal for the share the harvest
program.

Turkey Comments
e Turkey season should be all day.
e Eliminate archery turkey tags and make them optional for a reduced fee vs. spring tags.
e Have archery turkey season prior to gun season, harvest applies to season.

Miscellaneous Comments
e Take the 4 point out of the archery season
e Support statewide antler point restriction.
e Contain CWD.
e Leave CWD alone.
e Allow baiting.

Sample of Miscellaneous Comments

Remove the 4 pt law; our deer herd has not increased since the regulation took place. Now we
are shooting smaller deer so we have meat to eat.

Be very aggressive on CWD efforts. Be strong against the captive cervid industry. No question
that CWD originated in captive herds. Eliminate the 4-point rule statewide. Unquestionably
bucks hold higher incidence of CWD than does. Don't stockpile bucks.

Wouldn’t mind seeing the antler point restriction statewide.

All changes are informed by science based facts and MDC is to be complimented. CONCERN:-
CWD-24 known cases now-how many in 20 years-if using a multiplier formulas it's getting
serious 520,000 hunters in 2014-times 1- =over 5 million hunters. 52 plus or minus captive deer
ranches where CWD is found. State legislators need to make CWD a priority for our state-find
the best solution.

Keep up the efforts on CWD containment. MDC is leading the nation in this regard.
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CWD - do not allow any cervids to be brought into the state. It jeopardizes our deer, elk. Why do
my conservation dollars have to straighten out their mess? The businesses need to be fined to pay
for all the costs of CWD!

Leave the CWD BS alone. It’s been happening forever killing thousands of deer does no good
stop wasting y money on it and quit giving out nuisance tags unless they agree to

Move deer season to the end of November and allow baiting.

...allow baiting and don't worry about CWD so d--n much, it kills hardly as many as you claim,
EHD is much worse.
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ONLINE OPEN HOUSE
ONLINE OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY

For those who could not attend an Open House, the Department set up an online open house
which allowed citizens to access everything that was available at the 8 open houses across the
state. Online comments were collected February 1-March 31, 2015 at
http://mdc.mo.gov/node/28131. Over 6,000 online comments were received from over 2,800
respondents during this time frame.

The Online Open House web text is provided in Appendix D.
The Open House handouts are found in Appendix E.

DEMOGRAPHIC SUMMARY OF ONLINE RESPONDENTS

Most of the respondents were men (95 percent) who consider themselves hunters (98 percent)
and the majority of online respondents were in the 35-54 year old age class. Most of the online
respondents heard about the opportunity to comment through the Department’s website, followed
by social media and the Missouri Conservationist magazine. Sixty-seven percent of the online
respondents provided an email address so they could receive future updates.

THEMES AND ISSUES IDENTIFIED THROUGH ONLINE OPEN HOUSE

A brief summary of comments provided through the online open house can be found below.
These comments are not votes, but help the Department to understand themes and issues from
the comments provided online. The themes are listed in the order that received the most
comments. For example, archery method-crossbow received the most comments; followed by
buck limit, antler-point restrictions, antlerless season and chronic wasting disease. Issues for
each theme are summarized and sample comments (that best explained the theme) are provided.
A complete list of comments received is provided in Appendix B.

Archery Method-Crossbow
e Support allowing crossbows during the archery season.
e Support current regulations. Crossbows are currently prohibited during archery season,
except with a medical exemption.
e Support allowing crossbows for older, younger and people with shoulder problems.

Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season
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Sample of Archery Method-Crossbow Comments

...25 states currently have full inclusion in archery season with no problems. 1’ve been waiting
for this to occur and have everything I need...| encourage you to push this ahead and approve
crossbows for the upcoming season!

...making crossbows legal for the upcoming 2015-2016 season makes the most sense, will keep
everyone happy and can easily be made this spring. | believe everyone will be happy with
crossbow implementation...

| agree with allowing crossbows during archery season. It would allow for more women,
children and older hunters to enjoy archery hunting.

Crossbows are already allowed for people that actually need them. Way to go MDC in helping
further the “Everyone gets a trophy liberal mindset”. If you can’t take time to be proficient with
a bow or go get a doctor exemption stay out of the dang woods. (Pointless).

I hate the idea of introducing crossbows for archery season. This is a bad idea which takes the
sport out of bow hunting. | am almost 40 and would never think of picking up a crossbow. It is
just like gun hunting with a trigger. There is no skill involved in looking through a scope to
shoot something with a bow. Takes away from the heritage of bow hunting and is just a BAD
BAD idea!

I am very disappointed that you are recommending crossbow use for everyone. | am one with
the crossbow use exemption. | have multiple sclerosis, so | can’t pull a bow or climb a treestand,
but I love to hunt, and bow season is one of the few times during the year that | DON’T feel
disadvantaged. ...why don’t you recommend (that) crossbow is ok for senior citizens or
something? But not ok for everyone, ok for everyone puts disabled hunters back at
disadvantaged.

I am opposed to crossbows in the archery season. However, bending to MDC’s reason for
allowing crossbows. | would support allowing those 16 and under, plus those 65 and older to use
crossbows.

I don’t think we should allow crossbows to every archery hunter but possibly allow adults over
the age of 60.

Reduce the Number of Archery Any-Deer Permits from 2 to 1
e Support the reduction of archery any-deer permits from 2 to 1
e Support keeping the current regulation of 2 archery any-deer permits

Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery season from 2 to 1

Sample of Reducing the Number of Archery Any-Deer Permits from 2 to 1

...re: the change to one archery buck-very much in favor of-1 never understood why two bucks
were allowed-1 would imagine most archery hunters also firearm hunt, so these people have had
the ability to kill 3 bucks per year-too many.
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As an avid bow hunter, I am perfectly fine with the reduction of the buck tags to 1.

| agree (reducing the number of bucks from 2 to 1) that this will make people more selective in
choosing what they shoot and result in more mature bucks.

Please leave the two buck rule for archery the way that is now. | seldom take a late season buck
but by having the tag | will be motivated to go, without it I would miss going and getting the
enjoyment of being out at a great time of the season.

Strongly oppose (reducing the number of bucks to 1). The percentage of bow hunters that
harvest 2 bucks is very small. The regulation change would result in a statistically insignificant
reduction in the buck harvest. The argument that it will help more bucks reach older age-classes
is compelling but seems weak in the CWD zone and in counties with antler point restrictions.

I do not support reducing archery antlered deer harvest of deer to 1 because | cannot forsee a
benefit to the overall deer herd from this action. | believe the 2 antlered option is a big draw for
many archers who see it as an opportunity to pursue another trophy buck after they have already
harvest their first antlered deer.

Reduce the Length of the November Portion by 2 days

e Support maintaining the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to
9-days

e Support the current regulation of an 11 day November firearm season

Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9 days

Sample of the Length of the November Portion Comments

I agree with shortening the length of the firearms season but would be more in favor of moving it
to December 1 to get the firearms season more out of the rut.

As long as the fall firearms season covers 2 weekends, | am fine with reducing to 9 days.

I agree (with reducing the length to 9 days). I’m predominantly an archery hunter and there has
been a lot of encroachment on that season if you hunt on public land by all the other firearms
seasons (especially in urban counties), special weapons seasons and the month ling firearms
turkey season.

I can’t say that I like the reduction in the number of days that I can hunt with a firearm but |
would certainly prefer to see more deer on those days that I can be on the stand.

I am somewhat against reducing the November portion from 11 days to 9 days because some
years that last Monday and Tuesday are the only days | can make it out to hunt all day. But this
for purely selfish reasons so if studies indicate this is what is best for the deer population then
that’s what needs to happen.

I do not support the proposed changes to shorten the firearms and doe season lengths. | would
want increased opportunities to hunt not less. If the biology data shows a need to decease
harvest, | would suggest to limit the number of does or even one buck across archer and firearms.
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...1 do NOT support the proposition to shorten the length of the firearms deer season. Many
people have full time jobs are hard pressed to put enough hours in the tree stand as is, and taking
off one day will only it harder. Furthermore, it seems that our deer herd is getting better every
year, and | do not believe that one day of firearms season will make much of a difference.

Change the Timing and Length of the Late Youth Portion
e Support the change in timing and length of the late youth season
e Support the current regulation with the late youth season being in January
e The youth season is abused

Expand the late youth portion to 3-days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving

Sample of the Change of Timing and Length of the Late Youth Portion

I support this as January is not an ideal time to introduce new hunters when the weather is not
good and deer movement is low

I support extending the late youth season. This would provide more opportunities for the next
generation of hunters

Do not expand the late youth portion. Youths can hunt during the firearms season like everyone
else. | have children and I see no purpose in the youth season especially at the end of October

Expand the late portion and move to the day after Thanksgiving=NO it would interfere with
archery hunters

I think all of the changes are great except for expanding the youth season. | think there is too
much trespassing and poaching that goes on during the youth hunts

I do not like this change because 1 think it gets abused by adults. Keep the late portion after the
alternative weapons season

Antlerless Season
e Support the reduction in length of the antlerless portion to 3 days beginning on the first
Friday in December
e Support keeping the antlerless season as-is, which was from November 26-December 7,
2014
e Eliminate the antlerless season.

Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December

Sample of Antlerless Season Comments

I also agree on reducing the length of the antlerless portion to 3 days, and begin on the first
Friday in December. | know you must kill does to conduct proper deer management, but deer
season lasts forever it seems
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I like the idea of a 3 day antlerless season, the guns are on the deer for too long

| disagree with reduction of the antlerless season to just three days. | have limited time to hunt
with a firearm and rely on the harvest of a deer each year for my family. | believe that a
compressed antlerless season may result in a reduced harvest, but will likely increase the hunter
pressure that could lead to hunter frustration

I believe the cutting the does season to 3 days is unrealistic if you are trying to practice QDMA
on your property

The antlerless seasons should be eliminated until the deer herd reaches appropriate populations

I would be fine with eliminating the antlerless portion, while we increase the population.
Reducing the season and moving the dates to late in the year are also good

Urban Zones
e Support the elimination of the urban zones portions
e Do not support the elimination of the urban zones portions

Eliminate the urban zones portion

Sample of Urban Zone Comments

I am for eliminating the urban deer hunt...I believe they should allow the urban areas to be
managed more on a local level based on need

Agree if the urban zones aren’t effective, eliminate them

Reduce the urban zone rather than eliminate it...

I don’t and have never hunted the urban portion (neutral)

...l strongly encourage you to continue the urban portion of the firearms season as that is a great
opportunity for me and many landowners to help manage our farms in urban settings where there
is an overabundance of deer which cause property damage to home gardens and are often hit by
vehicles

I don’t understand why you would eliminate the urban portion

Conservation Areas
e Support the simplification of conservation area regulations

Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery
antlerless permits

Sample of the Conservation Area Comments

I would be agreeable to all as temporary changes. | utilize Conservation Areas for the majority
of my hunting and would like to see archery antlerless tag use more liberal on Conservation
Avreas if the number of antlerless tags are reduced.
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Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery
antlerless permits

Simplifying regulations is always a good thing

Ok with simplifying Cons. Area Regs. but not eliminating firearms

Simplifying conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archer
antlerless permits: Simplicity would be appreciated

ADDITIONAL THEMES AND ISSUES

Additional themes and issues surfaced through the online comments. These themes include non-
resident deer hunters, deer permits, Missouri landowners, bag limits, youth season, deer seasons
and a large number of miscellaneous comments. Listed below are the additional themes with the
most common issues listed below the theme.

Non-Resident Deer Permits
e Fees should be reciprocal
e Fees are too low/Raise non-resident fees
e Needs to be a draw
e Feesare too high
e Raise fees and make a draw system
e Too many nonresident hunters

Season Changes

e Consider a split season around a couple of weekends

e Seasons are long enough

e Do away with late seasons in January

e Have a short October muzzleloader season=3 days?

e Do a7 day gun season followed by a 7 day muzleloading season back to back
Alternative Methods Season

e Do not like muzzleloading season because it falls on Christmas week

e Change alternative weapons season back to primitive weapons

e Allow slugs during the alternative hunt

e Move muzzleloader season to November

e Black powder season should be during the rut

Limit Tags
e Allow 1 doe per county hunted archery and 1 doe per county hunted firearms
e Do away with unlimited antlerless tags
e Would support limiting doe tags for a few years
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e Delete “farm tags” for leases
e Quit giving out nuisance tags unless they agree to take animal for the share the harvest
program

Turkey Comments
e Turkey season should be all day
e Eliminate archery turkey tags and make them option for a reduced fee vs spring tags
e Have archery turkey season prior to gun season, harvest applies to season
e Crossbows are going to be devastating on our turkey population
e Support the proposed changes to allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery
deer and turkey season

Miscellaneous Comments
e Need to remove the 4 point restriction
e Need statewide antler point restrictions
e Contain CWD
e Allow baiting
e Proposed regulation changes contradict themselves
e The combined seasons limit the outdoors for other types of activities, such as hiking,
birdwatching and backpacking

Sample of Miscellaneous Comments

...I'would like to see a "Cull a Buck™ season. Meaning maybe every 3 or 4 seasons drop the four
point restriction so we can cull some of these inferior bucks from the gene pool. We have seen
some scrawny racked deer the past several years and we would like to remove them from passing
on their genes. People are killing the good genetic deer and leaving the little racked although
mature deer to carry on. | know the state is trying to make the herd have a higher quality buck
but I'm not so sure it's working out that way.

I would like to suggest a possible suspension of the antlered point restriction during archery
season only. It is tough enough to harvest a deer during bow season but the APR puts an added
layer to this type of hunt.

... you need to have a four point restriction state wide.

Keep the four point restriction and limit any deer permits.

I would also ask that you continue to take a scientific approach to CWD and EHD. Please do not
take a page out the Illinois or Wisconsin playbook by establishing eradication zones where deer
will no longer be found. There has to be a better way to deal with the issue.

My biggest concern is CWD. | was very saddened to see that more deer were found with it this
past season, and several of those were outside the small area where you have found all the others.
I had hoped that maybe you could contain it, or even eliminate it, but it looks like it's just going
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to spread. | feel bad for the next generation of hunters, because their experience is going to much
different then what | have seen. Thank you for all you do....

....Missouri needs to join MOST OTHER STATES and allow baiting!!!

Allow baiting like other states. 3 day youth season.

The proposed regulation changes contradict themselves. It is explained in the rationale that
reducing the firearms deer season by two days will help increase deer numbers, which are now
"at or below desired levels." The same rationale is used to explain reducing the antlerless portion
of the firearms season. | am not against any of these proposals.

In the proposal the MDC wants less doe killed in the firearm season but at the same time they
want to limit bow hunters to one buck and the other You are contradicting yourself because if
you want less doe killed in firearms and more killed in archery season by limiting the bow hunter
to just one buck and to compound this you are wanting to add crossbows as a legal method
during archery season...Why are you contradicting yourself with the proposals you are
considering?

I am not a deer hunter and the extended deer hunting season makes it hard for others that enjoy
recreation in the woods. | do not like to go out hiking or riding my horse when there are firearm
hunters in the woods, even on my own property. We have 160 acres in St. Charles county.

The only proposed change that | have a concern about is the date of the youth portion to begin
the weekend after Thanksgiving. | understand it could encourage youth participation; however,
as a lifelong Missouri resident and outdoorswoman the weekend after Thanksgiving is
traditionally a time our family gets outside to enjoy hiking and exploring before the long winter
months. This typically includes visiting conservation areas nearby. If this weekend becomes the
youth hunting weekend it would affect the ability of others to safely enjoy the outdoors during
the holiday. We often have family from out of state and this is a prime time to show off
Missouri's natural wonders to them. Please consider the safety and concerns of all nature lovers
before approving the proposed regulations.
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COMMENTS RECEIVED DIRECTLY (via mail or phone call)
SUMMARY OF COMMENTS RECEIVED DIRECTLY

These comments came from the Department offices throughout the state Regulations Committee
or Department website. These comments were sent to me directly, copied to me or received
through telephone call. There are probably many that I did not receive. The full list of comments
is found in Appendix C.

THEMES AND ISSUES IDENTIFIED THROUGH COMMENTS
RECEIVED DIRECTLY

As with the open house and online comments, the themes are listed in the order that received the
most comments. Archery method-crossbow received the most comments; followed closely by
season timing, antler-point restriction, buck limit, antlerless season and chronic wasting disease.
A brief summary of the public input themes and issues from the comments received can be found
below.

Archery Method-Crossbow
e Support proposed regulations.
e Support the current regulations of prohibiting crossbows during the archery season.

Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archer deer and turkey season

Sample Archery Method-Crossbow Comments

Dear Sirs: Heartily agree with your consideration of crossbow access for all archers in the State.
Several neighboring States allow crossbow activity already. Much more to the point....the
crossbow is @ much more humane method for taking a deer or turkey....less chance of poor arrow
placement. Appreciate your consideration.

CROSSBOWS- | am for the crossbows being legal for anyone to use. | think that it gives
younger and older people a chance to experience hunting at an earlier age and older age class.
They are very accurate like a gun but have the distance of a bow. Some people don't practice
with a bow like they should and with a crossbow would give them the confidence they need not
to mention they could hunt when the weather is warmer out and not have to wait till gun season
to shoot their deer. You can shoot them sitting on your butt with your back to a tree and be
comfortable and don't have to worry about being scared of heights. There is nothing wrong with
crossbows and not everyone would go out and buy one. The hardcore bow hunter are still gonna
bow hunt with a bow.

| feel that crossbows should be included in the archery deer and turkey season to allow more
opportunity for the senior hunter and with the advanced technology of today’s compound bows
how can crossbows be looked down on. Thank you!
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Adamantly against crossbows to the archery season. Believes it will raise the number of
wounded deer and also hurt our deer population.

I consider myself fortunate in that | can still hunt with a (compound) bow despite my age.
However, many hunters my age are physically unable to draw and shoot a bow, even a
compound with 50-80% let-off. However, I'm not convinced that the archery hunting community
(myself included) wants to see crossbows universally allowed for the entire season.
Alternatively, | would propose allowing older hunters to use them throughout the season, as is
the situation in other states ( age 65 in WI, age 62 in IL). Perhaps also allow their use in the
urban zones, which would encourage more hunting in those areas and lower the probability of
wounding and losing the deer (a huge deterrent to subdivision hunting). |1 would also support
allowing their use in the late (post-firearms) part of the season. Late-season deer are skittish and
the lack of canopy makes shooting them with a bow difficult. I suspect that traditional bow
hunters will be more willing to acquiesce to a partial crossbow season than to the proposed
universal acceptance, which has drawn much negative criticism. 2. Reducing the number of
antlered deer from two to one. | personally have no issue with this, although | suspect that it is
related to the crossbow proposal and intended to mollify the traditional archery hunters. As
indicated, late-season deer (especially post-rut bucks) are hard to kill with a bow. Modifying the
crossbow proposal per # may obviate this change. However, allowing late-season crossbow
hunting and their use in urban zones together with reducing the harvest of antlered bucks may
encourage doe hunting,

Archery methods: | am a disabled army veteran and could have had a permit to use a crossbow
for many years. | just recently did get that permit. | would not think it right for others to have
the same privilege as the handicapped and disabled veterans. Don't allow crossbows for
everyone.

Reduce the Length of the November Portion by 2 days
e Support maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9
days
e Support the current regulation of an 11 day November firearm season

Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9 days

Sample of the Length of the November Portion comments

Assuming that the first day of this season will be a Saturday, and the season is the following ten
consecutive days, this still affords two weekends for hunting. As such, this proposal does not
seem to have

November Portion 9 Days - ok Strongly agree

Ok for the following: Maintaining the timing of the November portion and reducing the length to
nine days...
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I do not have a computer and live in rural Osage County; | have never gone online in my life and
have no desire to do so. | read about the changes being considered for deer hunting regulations
for 2016-2017 season in the J.C. News Tribune Newspaper...I have no problem with either
leaving it at 11 days or reducing to 9 days.

Reducing the firearms season from 11 to 9 days will have no significant impact. You have the
data on how many deer are harvested on those last two days

Move November portion back after main rut!!! (Dec 5th). Maintain the timing of the November
portion and reduce the length to nine days — NO

Reduce the Number of Archery Any-Deer Permits from 2 to 1
e Support the reduction of archery any-deer permits from 2 to 1.
e Support keeping the current regulation of 2 archery any-deer permits.

Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1

Sample of Reducing the Number of Archery Any-Deer Permits from 2 to 1 Comments

Yes, reduce archery to one buck only

ONE BUCK LIMIT- I have hunted other states with a one buck limit and I think it is a good
thing. | think we should go with a one buck limit throughout the whole deer season. That will
make everybody a little pickier cause if you have a 2 buck limit there is going to be a lot of
bucks (younger bucks) being killed during one of the seasons cause they will just shoot one with
a bow and trophy hunt with a gun.

Reducing the number of antlered deer from two to one. I personally have no issue with this,
although I suspect that it is related to the crossbow proposal and intended to mollify the
traditional archery hunters. As indicated, late-season deer (especially post-rut bucks) are hard to
kill with a bow. Modifying the crossbow proposal per # may obviate this change. However,
allowing late-season crossbow hunting and their use in urban zones together with reducing the
harvest of antlered bucks may encourage doe hunting, a desirable outcome in some areas. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the regulations.

Having the chance and | do mean a chance to get a buck before and after rifle season is great. |
have never filled both my buck archery tag in a season and would think that only 5-10% of
archery hunters actually fill both tags! It is nice to maybe get a doe or a buck in Sept and still
have that chance in Dec. as well. The season is so long what if you get a nice buck in Sept and
still have that chance in Dec. as well .I The season is so long what if you get a nice buck in Sept.
now 4 more months of the season is still left; yes you can still go and be doe only but why!! The
setup is great the way it is, a chance for one buck before and after rifle season. Most people are
not over harvesting bucks during archery season; one buck would be great two is very unlikely

anyway!!

Antlered deer for archery - Strongly Disagree. 1. Please don't make me kill a buck that |
normally wouldn't take just because | only have 9 days to kill a potential second antlered deer
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during rifle season. 2. | can get on board with only a two buck limit if you let me choose my
method. A. Offer me the opportunity to buy 3 antlered tags with the knowledge that I can only
kill one buck with a rifle. If I don't kill a buck during rifle season offer me another archery tag. 2
Buck Limit - * One antlered deer before rifle season. * One antlered deer during rifle season. *
One or two antlered deer after rifle season. | will be more than happy to pay for 3 tags. Let me
fill 2 of them with the weapon of my choice.

10 of my hunting buddies and I spend $6,000/year leasing 600 +/- acres in northern Missouri for
hunting and reducing archery antlered deer kills to one/season significantly increases our annual
cost/deer. Two of the group comes from Maryland and South Carolina each year. | personally
would not like to see a limit of one antlered deer/archery season for the above reasoning. Please
give my thoughts on this subject careful consideration.

Change the Timing and Length of the Late Youth Portion
e Support the change in timing and length of the late youth season.
Support the current regulation with the late youth season being in January

Expand the late youth portion to 3 days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving

Sample of the Change in Timing and Length of the Late Youth Portion Comments

Expand the late youth portion to three days, beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving - YES.

Changing the youth season to an earlier date is a good idea because it is usually so cold in
January the kids don't enjoy going.

The youth hunt should stay at one weekend (two days) and NOT go to three days.

Only does should be allowed during the early youth season in order to give all hunters the chance
to take trophy bucks. The late youth season they would be allowed to take bucks or does.

I want to begin by saying that | have personally hunted deer with family twice in the past four
years. | think deer hunting can be great for building relationships, developing self-discipline,
gratitude for creation, stewardship, and spirituality. It far exceeded my expectations. But one of
the factors you consider is the interests and needs of other outdoor users. | ask you to consider
the interests of hikers and back packers. | oppose scheduling a 3 day youth hunt for the Friday-
Sunday after Thanksgiving because it will prevent me from enjoying my Friday after
Thanksgiving tradition of hiking the Middle Fork Section of the Ozark Trail.

There is not that much participation in the youth season either way! And making it at a different
time or one day longer is not going to change anything. | say leave it the same, the same
numbers of youth are going out anyway, there is no need to make it longer or move that dates
around. The parents are the one's determining the amount of participation and (also a fair
amount of the shooting and harvesting of the deer)

Antlerless Season
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e Support the reduction in length of the antlerless portion to 3 days beginning on the first
Friday in December

e Support keeping the antlerless seasons as-is, which was from November 26-December 7,
2014,

e Eliminate the antlerless season.

Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3 days and begin on the first Friday in December.

Sample of Antlerless Season Comments

I support any shortening of the antlerless season, including its elimination.

The doe season needs to be shortened but to six days and make them over two weekends to allow
more hunter participation.

As for the antlerless firearm season going to three days, I think this is wrong, but I do think it
should be four days. Two separate weekends.

... decreasing the antlerless season from 12 days to 3 days and moving it to the first Friday in
December. This would ultimately keep the out-of-state hunter from participation in this portion
of the hunt.

Urban Zones
e Support the elimination of the urban zones portions.
e Support the current urban zone portions.

Eliminate the urban zones portions

Sample of Elimination of Urban Zones Comments

I 100% agree with the elimination of the urban deer season portion

I do not have an opinion on the Urban Zones season

Opposed to the elimination of the Urban Zone season

Against eliminating the urban zones portion. | was on the committee with Joel Porath for urban
hunting in Maryland Heights. The deer will just multiply out of control if the urban zone portion
is eliminated. People argue urban hunting is not safe. It is very safe for bows. Most hunters are in
the tree shooting downward. It is safe and necessary. Thank you for taking time to allow me to
comment.

I strongly urge that this proposal be abandoned. The whitetail deer in the metropolitan areas are
thriving. They are the cause of many vehicular accidents, causing personal injuries, property
damage, and injuries and death to the deer. In these areas, the deer have shelter, water and food,
and little pressure or predation. Controlled hunting is about the only method to control this
almost-excessive population. Further, the local municipalities have undertaken legal efforts to
eliminate hunting when safety concerns rise. For example, the eastern portion of Jackson County
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limits hunting, but in specific areas only as identified by the local government. | believe that a
blanket suspension of this Urban Season is unwarranted since the local municipalities are
addressing this matter.

Conservation Areas
e Support the simplification of conservation area regulations.
e Do not support the simplification of conservation area regulations

Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery
antlerless permits

Sample of Conservation Area Comments

Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery
antlerless permits

Yes, Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery
antlerless permits. Thanks you for all your hard work

Not enough information on the issue of Conservation Area Regulations and therefore no
comment.

Conservation areas are extremely over-populated. High powered rifles should not be allowed on
conservation areas. They should be shotgun, slug only. There are too many non-residents hunting
on conservation land. There is too much drinking going on at conservation properties, especially
those with lakes. Warsaw has too many people using the conservation land. Too many
inexperienced, uneducated, and inconsiderate hunters on conservation land.

Miscellancous Comments
e Chronic wasting disease (CWD)
e Season timing
e Non-resident permits
e Turkey
e Deer numbers
e Antler point restriction (APR)

Miscellaneous comments

Sample of Miscellaneous Comments

| appreciate the opportunity to submit comments on the current CWD containment area (CWD-
CA) that was depicted prior to and on March 10, 2015 as per MDC publications and news
releases. In discussions with MDC personnel at a recent Deer Regulations open house, it was
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revealed that MDC is contemplating a 25 mile buffer around current and new CWD epicenters. |
believe this to be an excessive distance to buffer for surveillance of additional CWD specimens.

Move November portion back after main rut!!! (Dec 5th).... Firearm season to wait till after rut!!
I love Kansas regulations!

I believe the non-resident permits are too cheap. The cost should be based on what other states
are charging. And by the way I think it is time you increase resident permits also. We are
getting a great deal. Again look at what other states are charging.

We obey all Conservation Laws, even the ones that we believe are not fair to ALL other
sportsmen, and these are time limits on seasons and the number of deer and turkey that can be
and are taken in archery seasons. Our turkeys are in a decline in our area and have been for a
while. We would like to see turkey season for archery and fall fun season closed for a period of
two years.

Do not agree with any changes. I consume deer year round and feels changes will not allow me
to harvest the deer | need to sustain me through the year.

Deer numbers are down. Protect the does from non-harvest and for a 3-4 year period consider an
antler restriction in our area.

My opinion is that the 4 point rule has helped by getting better quality bucks and has made the
hunting much safer now that hunters must verify the deer before shooting. The only change |
would like to see is to start the alternate season starting Dec. 3 through Dec. 11, 2016 and the
antlerless season to run for three days Dec. 17-18-19, 2016. If you didn't get your buck during
the Firearms season, you have a better chance if there is a second rut.
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WORDLE VISUAL SUMMARY OF ALL COMMENTS RECEIVED

Wordle provides a visual summary of every comment received. Words that appeared more frequently in the comments received are
displayed more prominently (i.e., with a larger font).
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Appendix A. Open House Comments

| agree with them but also think the season should be moved back one week.

Would prefer to still be able to take two antlered bucks during the archery season.

Strongly disagree with limiting archery any-deer to one per season. Out of state hunters should
pay what it would cost to hunt deer in their state. Ok with shortening antlerless season but prefer
to keep rifle at 11 days.

Non-resident fees should be reciprocal to their resident state. Charge them what they charge Mo
residents to hunt out of state. Eliminate archery turkey tags and make them optional for a
reduced fee vs. spring tags. All non-residents should be required to purchase Mo. general hunting
tags regardless of the primary species.

Do a better job of advertising these meetings. These are a great tool and we need as many
sportsmen as possible to attend them.

I want to see crossbows allowed during bow season.

Am in favor of crossbow hunting. 67 years old and it would help me! Move youth hunting for
my grandkids!

Forget buck limits and simply move rifle season closer to the beginning of the season.

Forget the buck limits and simply move rifle season to December! Also, crossbows have no
place during archer season other than for the honestly disabled.

What are the real intentions of MDC regarding our whitetail? Why is Missouri not considering
moving firearms portion to December? How about moving archery season back to October 1 and
extend until early December. Open alternative season to December then open firearms in the
middle of December.

Change to where retired military don't have to buy hunting licenses.

Cut the antlerless down. We need the does for reproduction.

Move firearms season post rut. If crossbows are included they should only be added from Oct
15-Jan15. Don't reduce buck tags; it will only reduce the opportunity to hunt.

Please delay firearms season until December.

Please don't allow crossbows. All other Regulation changes make sense.

Need to triple agents in every county, they are stretched too thin. Road Hunters are increasing.

You are an excellent Conservation Dept.

Change season to post rut and cut firearms shotgun only season. Archery limited to one buck and
a draw for out of state hunters.

Reduce Nov portion to 9 days. Expand youth season. Allow crossbows as a legal method.

Shorten Gun Season, Move Gun season out of the rut. Way too many weeks of firearms season.

Agree with crossbow usage during seasons proposed.
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I was told the commission of four decides all matters. Ultimately our one voice is surveys from
time to time. I'm unsure if our voice is being carried to the Commission. Surveys should not be
our only input.

Push back rut a few years, no hunting on public land for a few years.

Do not legalize crossbows. Don't do away with the 2nd buck tag.

No Crossbows. Move rifle season out of Rut to Dec 1. Move Youth Season to October. Don't

eliminate Urban zones.

I would like to see the season during Thanksgiving Holiday.

Do NOT allow Crossbows!

Maintain current Nov portion of season with reduction from 11 to 9 days. Reduce length of
antlerless firearms 12 days to 3 days on first Fri in Dec. Opposed to moving late youth firearms
season to Thanksgiving holiday. In favor or reducing limit of antlered deer during archer season
from 2 to 1. | propose antlerless firearms season be implemented for private property only if
MDC decides to not extend the proposed 3 day antlerless season. Opposed to allowing
crossbows.

Reduce limit of antlered deer of total of 2 deer for entire season. Only 2 deer may be taken by
rifle/muzzleloader or up to 2 deer for archery.

I am against Crossbows in Archery season. | also think youth season should be after
thanksgiving only.

I Like proposed regulations. 1 am for Crossbows. | am for longer youth season.

Move season out or Rut. No Crosshows. Limit Youth Season. Non-Resident need to draw.

| agree with the proposed change allowing crossbows. | would like to see fees for tags lowered
for hunters who own land in MO but live in neighboring states.

Yes to 9 day season. Yes to moving youth hunt late 3 day after Thanksgiving. Yes on reduce
antlerless. Allow cross bows. Keep limit of archery bucks to 2.

No comments

No comments

Allow crossbows. Don't take away the 2nd buck. | don't agree with shortening the season. | am
for using shotguns in Alternative Season.

Yes to Crossbows. Yes to expand late youth. | do not like the other changes. No to buck limit.
That rule will take revenue away from small towns because of lack of hunting times.

Archery season should be moved forward to first weekend of Sept. Rifle season should be
moved to the third weekend of Nov. Rifle Season should be shortened to 9 days. Do NOT allow
Crossbows.

Likes all of the changes. Thank you for your efforts.

Shorten Firearm season to 9 days. No to Jan youth season do not put it after Thanksgiving
either.
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No comments

No to Crossbows. Keep buck limits as is. Eliminate the antlerless only firearms season. Move
firearms season out of rut.

I agree with all the change including Cross Bows. | would like to see alternative method season
not during Christmas week.

If you leave firearms season in Nov. do away with high power rifles Shotgun & muzzleloader
only. Do away with telecheck. Go back to old methods with check stations.

No Crossbows allowed. Move rifle season to first Saturday in Dec. Move Youth to Oct. 1 to full
week in mid-October. Leave archery 2 bucks. Let managers manage the area regulations.

Crossbow should be allowed. Older hunters have trouble with regular bows.

No comments

Crossbows will be great when its 20 degrees and you have to wear so many clothes you can't pull
back a compound. | don't mind losing an archery buck tag as long as you are given a separate
buck tag for city limit hunts, as other managed hunts.

I don't mind going down to one buck tag for archery season outside of the city limits but would
like a separate buck tag for inside the city limits.

At my age | would like to be able to use a Cross Bow. Keep Urban zones as they are.

Yes to Cross Bow. It will bring in younger and older hunters. Yes to all other changes. MDC
Agents do a great job!

The limit on antlered deer during archery should stay the same.

I Like the Crossbow option. Leave it open to at least 1 archery buck and 1 firearms buck.

Changed rifle season to Dec. 1 thru? Black powder season during rut. Youth season Friday after
Thanksgiving.

No comments

Leave Archery Season the same. Change will kill more than what we save.

I am in agreement with the proposed changes with the exception of the timing of Firearms
season. | would like to see the season moved back to the last week of November out of Rut.

Agree with limiting antlerless permits. Do not agree with crossbow. Prefer to leave archery regs
as is.

Don't allow cross bows. It will hurt the population of deer.

I support all the changes proposed.

Do not add Crossbows. It will harm the deer population.

Please keep archery the same.

The allowance of crossbows is contradictory to the other changes as it allows more deer to be
harvested. Not in favor of this. Yes on all other changes.

No Comments

Crossbows should only be used for the disabled. Buck limits should stay the same.
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Crossbows are a good move. | don't like firearms reduction to 9 days. Reducing antlerless to 3
days is CRAP!

Too many deer now. Auto accidents are frequent. Limit Killing of does to kill more bucks.

| feel 3 days for antlerless is not long enough. Six days would be ok with me, not everyone
could get the time off to hunt.

No Crossbows during archery season unless they have a medical reason. Yes to deer limit for
archery season. I'm good with the rest of the changes.

Against buck limit. Do something to protect the does.

Agree with limiting antlerless permits. Do NOT agree with Crossbow as same as compound
bow. Prefer to leave archery regs "as is"

| agree with the changes in firearms seasons and youth seasons but do not agree with allowing
crossbows.

Allow Crossbows in archery season. Curtail antlerless harvest and agree with one buck with rifle
and one buck archery. Believe firearm season is good as scheduled.

Shoot no does.

Please move deer season back. Let's take some pressure off the rutting bucks. I'm a quail hunter
so | want a couple of weeks of bird hunting early in the season prior to deer season.

Agree with Crossbows. Expand late youth. Second archery buck must stay.

I'm ok with all the changes proposed except allowing crossbows during archery season. | have
been a lifelong bow hunter and rarely gun hunt. Crossbows have a place in deer hunting during
alternative methods season and not bow season.

I am in agreement with all the changes EXCEPT Crossbows during regular archery season.
Heard all of your arguments @ your booth and still am strongly OPPOSED. This will not
improve deer hunting and is strictly a make money issue for Missouri Conservation.

Include Thanksgiving in Late Youth Season. Allow Crossbows. Allow 2 antler bucks in archery
season.

All good except crossbows

No open crossbow for non-disabled. Don't reduce buck tags or reduce archery bonus. *Busch
Wildlife- Offer 7 day season (2) instead of 1 (14-17 Day) so more bow hunters can participate.

Good with all proposed changes except: only 1 buck during archery. Keep 2 bucks but can kill 1
before firearms season and only 1 after firearms. Eliminate the possibility of 2 buck via archery
after firearms season. Thanks for the opportunity to comment. MDC does a great job!

1. Remove the 4 pt. law; our deer herd has not increased since the regulation took place. Now we
are shooting smaller deer so we have meat to eat. 2. Relise 3" spike reg. & give us some
reasonable way to measure it... if it's inside the ears, it's legal.

I think you should maintain November firearm portion timing, including antlerless, and length,
but limit the tags to one any and one antlerless statewide. Keep Urban Zones portion | would
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much rather our hunters get that privilege than cities hiring contracts to control deer pop. I like
the archery changes. Low population areas regulate. High-goo

Move the youth season after the gun season then give them an extra day or 2. Limit them to one
deer, buck or doe. Limit bow hunters to one buck or one doe. 1 deer either sex for the regular
gun season for a year or 2

OK reducing reason to nine days. Also ok with crossbows during archery season. Undecided on
one buck limit during archery.

I disagree with using a crossbow as a legal method during archery season more deer will be
killed. I think there should be a few more days on antlerless portion. Keep it as 7 days. | would to
keep the firearms season at 12 days. Sat. to following Tuesday.

Allow crossbows as legal method during the archery deer and turkey season.

I strongly disagree with allowing crossbows as a legal method during archery season.

In my opinion MDC does a wonderful job with all aspects of Conservation. The proposed
changes | believe will have a positive effect on our hunters and our deer population.

Reducing November portion while extending youth limits change of hunting for those who have
aged out of youth age requirements. | like the limit amount of antler deer during archery.

I would like to know the true reason you want to change the rules. If you want to increase the
deer population why add crossbows. If the deer population is too high now why take away 2 gun
hunting days. It looks like to me you are after more money, If you sell 50,000 more archery tags
if you allow crossbows that are another million in profit.

If the change will help to improve the deer herd then | am all for them.

I am a long time Missouri bow hunter. | totally agree with all MDC regulation to manage the
deer herd!!! | feel very adamantly against allowing the use of crossbows as a legal weapon
during the regular archery season.

4 point restriction needs to go!

Please go back to checking deer- During youth season too many shots fired and how can there be
more shots fired than regular season & how can a 9 yr girl shoot a 270 and her father said she
shot it- go back to utilizing check stations so the young can experience the real deal. | hear
stories of people not checking deer and just to go out and get a second or third deer- that their
last deer did not count because it was too small. Also make the deer processing shop ask for the
telecheck #.

Anything to improve the quality of the herd. I'm just afraid a crossbow will affect the population
adversely.

I am in favor of all the proposed changes except for allowing crossbows as a legal method during
archery season.

I am not in favor of the crossbow. It has a rifle stock, a rifle trigger, a rifle scope, the only thing it
has in common with the bow and arrow is that it shoots a projectile with a broad head. Archery
started as a primitive weapons season. The crossbow or crossgun is hi-tech.
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I am a long time bow hunter (>35 years) and want to say | am adamantly opposed to the
consideration to allow crossbows as a legal method during archery season. | do not think they
meet the "spirit" of the archery method; allow anyone to take up the weapon without practices to
take a shot. Cross bows should have their own season as an alternative method.

Totally against crossbows. | would raise price on out of state hunters should be equal to what
they charge us. I would shorten the number of days we can hunt with a rifle.

I agree with said changes. | hunt everything, especially quail. But with deer season going on
forever, | do not hunt quail or rabbit as much.

Please do not allow crossbow method during the archery deer season!

| feel the changes are reasonable and will not impact by hunting season

I like the changes you have applied.

As an older hunter, I enjoy the urban season with its usually milder temperature in October. |
would hate to see this eliminated. | would also like to see crossbows legalized for archery season.
Other state results (PA) do not seem to show a dramatically increased harvest. Whatever is
decided by MDC, please base the decisions on science, not emotions.

I'm for reducing antler deer from 2 to 1. | support reducing firearm season to 9 days if that means
dropping off the last 2 days (Monday and Tuesday).

No comment on season length but moving antlerless season would mean taking pregnant does.
Eliminating urban zones I think would not be beneficial. All for crossbows. Reducing antlered
deer, no comment.

#1. Keep it 11 days for those that travel 3 hours or more so they can enjoy time in the woods
without as many hunters on those Mondays and Tuesdays. Perhaps just implement a point
restriction or limited doe tags in those areas of concern. #2. Not a fan of extended youth
season(s). Perhaps add shotgun to the alternative methods and let the youth hunt with their
relatives/family/friends then. #3. All for it. #4. No comment one way or another. #5 NO! Not at
all. Bow hunters put much more time and effort into bows than crossbow hunters. Put the
crossbow in with the alternative portion also or designate 1-2 weeks of hunters being able to use
the crossbow during archery season. Not all season long. #6. All for it. #7. Not sure about this
one. No comment.

Expand youth, Yes. Shorten to 9 days, Yes. Reduce antlerless to 3, Yes. Keep Urban zones. Do
not allow crossbows. They have 30 days to use them now. Keep antler deer to 2 for archers. Not
crossbow if allowed.

Drop the point restrictions

I don't agree with the crossbow change, if you want to do it to get kids involved then when they
turn 17 go back to reg bows. Make youth deer season a week earlier. Get rid of deer farms and
shooting preserves.

Would like crossbows to be legal for archery season. No strong opinion on other changes.
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Season length to 9 days, ok. Youth should stay 2 days and be limited to antler restriction.
Antlerless portion, 5 days. Urban zones elimination, ok. Crossbows, ok. Limit to 1 buck archer,
should remain 2.

Take away all penned deer farms! Close them down! Move the youth season back one week or
two weeks! Move the general season back one week later so the bucks, big bucks, rut with not
too much pressure! Make people aware of the bills by the House and Senate to take away the 0.8
percent tax!

Agree with everything with a few exceptions. As a biologist, | understand shortening and
reducing season/limits. I do not think crossbows should be allowed during the archer season.
Also, I believe the youth portion needs to follow all regulations for the rest of the seasons (like
antler point restrictions, tag limits)

As an avid hunter who spends many hours in the woods | have noticed a seemingly significant
decrease in the amount of deer. Thus reducing rifle season to 9 days seems a good move.
However, expanding youth season | think would have a negative impact. In fact, | think an even
better move would be to get rid of either the early or the late youth season. Also, elimination of
the urban portion will not help the majority of the deer herd throughout the state. Something to
consider helping the herd to limit or stop all antlerless permits in the Ozark regions. This would
also apply to archer. Limiting bucks will not help the herd either. More bucks will not make
more deer but more does will, so limit the number of does that are taken. Archery hunting has
become a huge industry and I am sure the crossbow companies would like to be more a part of it
but 1 am very adamantly opposed to allowing them beyond what is already allowed. It will put
thousands more people in the woods and thus thousands more deer killed every year. The early
youth season allows many dishonest people to hunt under their child's name. It stirs up the deer
and gives an unfair advantage. | think ending the early youth season is a good idea. Please take
my comments and ideas into consideration. Thank you.

Against crossbows - against reducing buck to one for archer season - for most everything else.

No comments were left - page blank

I support 9 days instead of 11, changing late youth season from January to November. | support
raising price of out of state tags. | support lowering the days of antlerless season. | do not support
crossbows for everyone or 1 buck instead of 2 for archery season. I support eliminating urban
zone. | support the timing of November portion. | support simplifying conservation regulations.
Overall | believe MDC does a very good job managing our outdoor sports.

Wish it was for 2015

Slug guns during alternative hunt

By moving the youth season you are going to kill more deer which is a contradiction of your
motive to increase or sustain the deer herd. | am opposed to crossbows during archery season.
Why should | as a longtime bow hunter have to lose a buck so you can get more hunters involved
in archery season with the use of a crossbow? Also, non-resident hunters should pay what it
would cost a Missouri hunter to hunt in their state. We are very cheap!
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Do not eliminate the urban zone portion.

I believe that the rifle portion should be reduced if not eliminated for any number of seasons. |
feel that Missouri does not have an accurate idea of the whitetail population. Poaching is a clear
problem. Too few agents. The youth portion in general is Dad's chance at the first bucks. I would
place any youth in the general season. Telecheck is a failure! | know of numerous deer in my
area that never get checked in!!

I trust your decisions wholeheartedly and applaud any and all decisions you see fit for the future.

For now we need to reduce seasons and do not lengthen any youth season. They can hunt more
during regular season. Crossbows should be with doctor certificate. For a 2 year period test 1
antlered deer. Should limit amount of does during archery.

No crossbows in archery season. No expansion of youth portion. Reduce doe tags in archery
season to include landowners.

I hunt Wisconsin and people flocked to get crossbows. Some of these people should never have
been in the woods with a weapon like that (loaded). Offer a 2-3 week crossbow season after our
firearms season. Don't limit archers to 1 buck! It's tough enough!

I prefer not to have crossbows as a legal method during regular archery deer and turkey season.

No comments were left - page blank

No to crossbows! Move the rifle season to early November outside the rut. Remove rifle season
for 1 year.

Return alternative season to actual muzzleloaders, shorten it by some days and switch those days
to flintlock smooth bores only. Take a portion of archery to traditional bows, no compounds or
crossbows.

Not sure limiting archery to one buck will increase the number of mature bucks so | do not agree
with it.

I think considering dropping the 4 pt. law due to shorter season. | would prefer to keep the length
of gun season the full 12 days.

Definitely opposed to all firearms season changes. Similarly I am opposed to all archer season
changes. Opposed to conservation area changes.

Definitely opposed to all firearms season changes. Similarly I am opposed to all archer season
changes. Opposed to conservation area changes.

I think these changes are practical and also beneficial. I am only able to hunt a few days during
the November Portion, so my opportunities are limited, but these changes to the system are
workable for me. They are helpful in simplifying area regulations.

I'm against shortening the regular firearms season. It's short enough as is and the two days can't
account for many deer that late in the season. It's easy to miss part of Missouri's short season due
to work and family conflicts. | wish the season was longer than it is.

I think the non-resident fee should mirror the state they come from for non-resident hunters.
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Against allowing crossbows for anyone to use. | like the one any deer tag for archery. All the
firearm changes sound good.

Urban deer season shortening will it include St. Stanislaus CA?

Everything sounds good

I like all the changes

I'm against crossbow use. If it does go through, make it its own tag so we could keep track of
hunters and Kills.

Make Caney Mtn a real primitive hunt, longbows & flintlocks. Crossbows to 60+ hunters.

I would rather youth season stay before regular season but like expanding it to 3 days. Disagree
on reducing length of antlerless portion. Very much in favor of allowing crossbows in archery
season

I support any changes proposed by MDC

Please give us crossbows in archery season. The arguments are empty and outdated. If not
statewide, at a minimum in 'the urban zone'. Need it as a management tool, especially if urban
zone season is eliminated.

Why reduce to antlerless season but still sell unlimited doe tags? Only crossbows in archer
season for hunters with disabilities. Reducing to one antlered deer in archery season is okay.
Don't see benefit of reducing length of the season to 9 days, believe most of the deer have
already been taken by that time that are going to be taken. Also, this time may be beneficial in
years of bad weather.

Is there a way to share feedback gathered at this point with the public? I'm interested in hearing
the ideas other hunters have.

I am against crossbows in the regular archer season. It's ok if you're handicapped.

I'm ok with most changes. If crossbow passes the number of hunters will increase. To offset this
limit the number of does that can be taken in archery season. Please clarify that urban hunting is
ok just not with firearms. Too many deer in town, not enough out.

Could change timing to a week earlier. 9 days are fine. No on the rest of the changes for
firearms. Archery - "very" against all changes. PS, need to take 4-point restriction out of archery!

Reduce length of gun season. Reduce season lengths gun season - late season. Allow crossbows.
Reduce limit of antlered deer.

Not much except thanks and keep up the good work.

Archery season same, allow shotguns during alternative methods season and include youth to
allow greater opportunity to hunt in possibly safer conditions (reduced range for accidents).
Firearms deer 9 day is fine, antlerless 3 day season is fine. Thank you for your amazing
leadership. You have my respect!

All is great except using crossbow in archery season.

Only handicap (crossbow) hunters should use crossbows during the archery season. Don't reduce
antlered limit to 1
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Offer consideration to non-resident land owners. Non-Resident fees should be reciprocal.
Crossbows get gun season and alternative season, that's enough.

Firearms - Maintain timing of the November portions, Ok. Youth - Ok. Reduce antlerless, Ok.
Archery- Reduce the limit to one. No crossbows. Conservation Areas - Keep it simple!

No crossbows for archery season. Current archer regs allow you to purchase archery tags without
hunter’s safety, a safety class is needed. Since the arrow is held cocked, it does not qualify as
archery. | believe a separate season the week before rifle as a compromise is the solution or after.
I personally do not enjoy rifle season and prefer to just bow hunt.

Leave the November portion the same length. Move the youth season back to October 20-21st.
Leave the late season youth where it's at. Move the muzzleloader season back to the first
weekend in December where it was years ago and push the antlerless season in late December.
Do not eliminate the urban portion. Allow crossbows as legal method during deer and turkey
season. Keep the limit of antlered deer during archery season the same.

I would like to be able to archery hunt with a crossbow. I think this would be a good change. If
you are going to change the antlerless portion, | would like you to move the muzzleloader season
earlier in December, maybe back where it used to be.

I look forward to the urban season, | would hate to see if disappear.

I hunt north Jefferson County; the urban season is GREAT, keep! Crossbows will be nice.

Season is not long enough. Should not be shorter. | bow hunt. Two bucks are always better than
one. Don't have youth hunting with me. Saw a lot of bucks in my back field, none legal.

I believe the one archery any deer proposal would lower participation for archers who kill buck
early season they won't want to hunt late season. I'm not convinced that many archers kill two
bucks.

Open archery season to crossbows as well. Please give a phone number to those without an e-
mail.

If you allow crossbows during archer season, the limit on antlered deer should be one. If you
don't allow crossbows during archery season, it should stand as 2 antlered deer. With a crossbow
where the string is held back it would be easier to shoot more deer. Since that's the case, only 1
antlered deer should be allowed.

We don't need more crosshows. We have the best now. Let’s don't mess up. Check other states
that have done this, it's not good.

Compared to other states, our non-resident fees are too low. Telecheck with the app. Why allow
more hunters with cross bows? Crossbows should require orange. Crossbows are unsafe. They
must be fired to unload it. Move gun season to after rut.

No impact 1 deer or 2 for archery. Crossbows should not be legal in archery season.

I don't like the crossbow thought at all. If you're not physically able to hunt with a compound or
recurve then it's ok but not everyone.

I feel unlimited antlerless tags in the past have contributed mainly to lower deer harvest.
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I like the 2 buck limit for bow. 1 did not realize that is a problem.

Do NOT allow crossbows. Allowing crossbows as alternative method would not bring in
younger hunters and if older hunters have problems drawing a compound bow they can get a
doctor's note. Do not change regulations pertaining to crossbows. | don't care what other states
do pertaining to their hunting regulations. Missouri did not become one of the best conservation
programs in the country by following what other states allow. | don't believe reducing the
number of archery permits will help Missouri's deer herd. Leave the regulations pertaining to
archery hunting as they currently are. Putting more restrictions on antlered bucks, will not help
anything. Do not change conservation regulations pertaining to firearms and archery on
conservation area lands. | haven't harvested any deer or turkey in over ten years due to the
regulations currently in place. Changing our rules and regulations to benefit industry and for-
profit influences is an extreme mistake, To take away the responsibility and authority for
managing our states wildlife and changing the definition of what deer are (wildlife to livestock)
is ludicrous.

I don't like cutting off the last two days of November firearms deer season. Very few deer are
killed those last few days and it helps retired people a little longer to get one. | also don't like
crossbows during archery season. lIts fine for handicapped people but it's almost like a rifle not
sportsmanship.

I am in support of all proposed changes. The reduction in archery limits to 1 antlered deer is way
overdo.

It is not equitable to move the second youth season to November. If this is done, this
disadvantages other hunters because youth get to hunt before the rifle season and again before
the muzzle-loader/alternative season. If youth hunters get special treatment, why don't other
"special interest” groups such as women, veterans, etc...?

OK- But need to be able to kill more does during gun season in St. louis Country.

Changes are good. Would still like 2 bucks with bow & like the idea of crossbow for archery.
The rest of the changes don't bother me. My dad would hunt again with a crossbow. That would
be nice.

Extended youth hunt is limiting time for hunters that can only squeeze in weekend hunt; youth is
possibly not being used appropriately by supervising adults.

My main concern is with the Urban Zone elimination. | strongly oppose this change. While it
may "simplify" the rules, it eliminates Four days of opportunity to hunt. I am fortunate enough to
hunt in an area of the urban zone and have been able to harvest deer every year for the last 7
years during this hunt. Eliminating this hunt will not reduce costs, only opportunity. Please do
not eliminate the urban zone hunt. On a personal note | plan to use urban zone hunting to teach
my daughters our responsibility as conservationists to harvest game.

I don't like muzzleloading season because it falls on Christmas week. Family is home for holiday
only can hunt last weekend. | would like firearms season to stay the same in rut 9 day. | would
like to be able to crossbow hunt for archery hunt, expand late youth portions to 3 days, antlerless
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to 3 days, and eliminate urban zones. | support crossbows because | am 63 this year and could
not pull back compound bow. | had the pull weight changed to 60 Ibs. I am in favor of
crossbow.

Leave November season the same, keep urban zones, keep archery to bows, keep archery to 2
bucks.

Change alternative weapons season back to primitive weapons. Make Caney Mountain hunt
Flintlocks and longbows.

I am in favor of the proposed changes and feel that they will improve the late youth portion time
and will not negatively impact my normal hunting season.

I am strongly opposed to crossbows during regular archery season. Also would like to leave
everything as it were.

Reduce the buck limit to 1 is good idea. Crossbows without limit on does is wrong.

I am opposed to the inclusion of crossbows into bow season. | have been bow hunting since |
was discharged from the military in 1973. I use longbow and recurve and was disturbed when the
regulations concerning compounds were relaxed. | am a USA archery instructor and have been
teaching children from age 7 to 18. The last 3 years I have taught 60 plus kids. The want to learn
the old way. These children are buying recurves. Today | stopped at Garden Mountain and
looked at crossbows. They come with scopes. These scopes are similar to sniper scopes. They
call them Holdover Scope when in fact the reticle is no different from a scope with bullet drop
compensation. The original spirit and intent of the bow season was to have a season that was a
little more difficult. You claim you need to cut back on tags, yet by including crossbows you
basically are adding a gun to the bow season. Those of us who have supported your department
over the years are appalled with the change. Once upon a time the MDC listened to the home
grown organizations in their state. Now it appears you are listening to the money! The MDC
used to be a great model to other states. Maintain the spirit that was prevalent when they first
brought back our wildlife. It is hard to shoot a bow which makes it rewarding. You will have
wanna-be hunters who purchase this equipment the day before the season. If you can shoot a
gun, you can shoot a crossbow. Leave crossbows in the regulation where they are today.

The checking deer procedure | feel has led to great increase in poaching and if it is not dealt with
it will only increase with new regs.

I think the considered changes are a good thing and appropriate. The great job being done by the
Department.

I would like to have one weekend in November without rifle hunting so | would feel more
comfortable bird hunting with dogs on North Missouri public land. Keep up the good work!
Love you guys!

Why are you considering all the changes?

Keep buck season 11 days. Keep 1 buck per firearm tag. Keep 1 buck before and 1 buck after
firearm season for archery. Make 1 doe per county hunted archery and 1 doe per county firearms.
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Think about stopping feed and attractants (people use this) coming in from CWD states (does
this spread CWD?) Thank you!

We must not try to fix an archery season that is not broken!! 38 days for crossbows is more than
ample. For every antlered buck in Penn. Taken in 2012 by a true bowhunter, 4.7 were taken by
cross bowers.

Keep youth season before regular season. Yes to crossbows during archery season. No to
reduction of antlerless season length.

Your Comment

No Crossbows in archery season. NO shortening of the firearms season. If need to reduce harvest
then reduce bag limits. We have plenty of youth season season, do not lengthen

Make all of the changes you want. Until gun season is moved out of the rut we will never see
Missouri's true potential for big bucks

Yes for everything except for crossbows. Thank you for offering this and several other public
forums. MDC is doing a great job.

I agree with all of the proposed changes-except allowing crossbow and reducing the limit of
antlered deer during archery. Potentially allow crossbow after gun season. Potentially reduce the
age to give exemption to seniors so they can use crossbow.

I agree with most of the changes except maintaining the starting date of firearm season. | think
that moving back the starting date by one week would allow more does to be bred that week by
adult bucks. This would be a more sound/management plan.

I don't agree with reducing archery bucks to 1. With the rule now of only 1 buck before rifle
season | feel this is sufficient. | don't think Bowhunters have that much effect on the buck
population

No to crossbows during the archery season. Why expand the youth season? Won't this offset the
deer Kill reduction in 2 days!

NO! NO! NO! Do not reduce the season! Yes-expand youth season. NO-do not reduce the
antlerless season! No-Do not eliminate the urban zones. No real opinion on crossbows-except it
makes no sense to liberalize this while cutting all else. Change regs in part of the state needed
(i.e.-blue tongue) not all. I hunt where deer herd is rapidly on the increase

Crossbows-ok for those under 16 years or over 60. Definition of a legal crossbow? 1 buck in
archery-ok with 2 bucks max by any method. Only one in gun. Only one archer prior to
firearms! Start a promotion to reduce button buck kill (not a law).

Not in favor of adding additional weapons (crossbow) to the archery season. Crossbows are
already legal 42 of deer season-no one uses them they are not bows! If you need to entertain a
crossbow user group (there is none in MO), give them their deer-sell a tag-keep track of hunter
numbers actually wing the crossbows instead of changing structure on a whim.

I cannot see how answering the problem of too few adult bucks is to issue an unlimited # of tags
to gun hunters and non-residents who wish to buy a crossbow and kill year and a half old bucks
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the days before gun season while they are "hanging stands”. It seems like bowhunters are being
punished for a problem gun hunters created. They get two buck tags and we only get one. Stop
crossbows. Move gun season out of the rut.

No to the crossbows. There should still be 2 any deer for reg bow season, youth season 2nd
should be a little sooner when it’s warmer. Length of rifle season should remain long for the
people that work on weekends.

No to Crossbows. No bow hunters | have talked with agree with this. Will create more unethical
shots.

What happens to alternate weapons season if you use crossbows during archer seasons? The use
of crossbows should be limited to hand drawn. How is harvest reduction analyzed when you
factor in antler point restrictions?

No crossbows in archery season. All else is open to conversation.

Absolutely no crossbows in archery season. Do not take away 2 buck limit for archers.

I am against the proposed changes. Please see https://www.causes.com/actions/1776744

Not enough room to explain why | think this is a bad idea (especially crossbows during archery
season) so | will submit an email.

I don’t feel the need to allow crossbow's during archery except for people with handicaps or over
65 years old. | feel the antlerless portion should be reduced but to 4 or 6 days to allow everyone
an opportunity to hunt does without taking much time off work. Also, resident permit cost
should decrease with days to hunt decreased.

Have no problem with changes, as an older hunter (64) I like to opportunity to use a crossbow
due to strength problems. Keep up the good work MDC.

Crossbows in archery season go against the reasons for limiting other seasons. Allowing
crossbows does not allow access to young/old it changes archery definition. There are options
for young hunters other than crossbows. Exemptions are available for older/handicapped
hunters.

Opposed to 1 antlered archery deer. Would support limiting doe tags for a few years. Support
the 4 points on one side restriction. Support eliminating a special urban zone season.

Please keep the urban zone portion. I live in Greene County and there is definitely a problem
with an abundance of deer in parts of Springfield. The Urban Zone portion helps to reduce the
deer population so they don't get hit by vehicles. The MDC is doing a great job. Please keep it
up. Thank you!

The only thing I have is the point restriction. | am a meat hunter not for the horns.

Seven day gun season followed by 7 day muzzle load season back to back - please move muzzle
to Nov.

Reduction to the 3 days for the antlerless season. Would prefer a compromise to 7 days due that
wind and weather can quickly take away most opportunities for a successful harvest. Open
opportunities with the 7 days. Personally like the 11-13 day provided. Thank you!
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I am opposed to opening archery season to crossbows and reducing allowable archery bucks
from two to one. Also move firearm season out of the rut.

I am opposed to opening archery season to crossbows and reducing allowable archery bucks
from 2 to 1 as | believe it will have no significant management impact and reduce hunter
opportunity. | believe the MDC should regulate the firearms season by moving it out of the peak
rut and shorten the season.

Move current firearms to late Nov/Dec and reduce to 9 days. Expand youth late season but
combine it with early youth season. After Thanksgiving. Do not allow crossbows during
archery season. Keep archery antlered deer tags as present.

Would still like to see restrictions on the Crossbow hunting to be to the disabled.

Not in favor of crossbows during archery season. It would open the season up to too many
hunters. | would like to see a black powder weekend sometime before gun season.

I like the three day youth season.

I like the 3 day youth season

Like that the season for archery is only allowing one antlered tag. Would like to see in the future
firearm season pushed back a week.

Push rifle season back to Dec. like our neighboring states. A two buck limit should allow 2nd
tag to be an any season tag. Absolutely NO crossbows during regular archery season. | liked in
Nebraska when crossbows were implemented, it ruined the sport of archery. Shooters were
unethical, irresponsible and disrespectful to fellow hunters and animals.

Do not eliminate second archery buck tag. Allow crossbows during archery. Move firearm deer
season out of rut. Allow year round coyote trapping.

I do not think crossbows should be allowed during regular archery season. They take no skill to
shoot, will encourage trespassing and illegal activities because of the quiet shot, increases deer
pressure, discourages people from learning to shoot a regular compound bow and not help
manage the deer herd. Rifle season should be pushed back to December and not placed during
the peak rut. If taken down to two tags, the second should be an any season tag.

Agree with all firearms season changes. Agree with allowing crossbows during archery season.
Don't know enough about Conservation Area regs to offer pro or con.

If you are trying to improve the deer herd numbers why in the world are you looking at adding
Crossbows. Everything else makes total sense, this does not. Crossbows=more hunters at a high
success rate=more deer killed. Please NO crossbows.

I think the crossbow regulations are correct the way they are right now. They should only be
used for handicap people.

I am totally against crossbows during archery season. | am against reducing the limit of antlered
deer during archery season.
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I think we should move the timing of the firearms season outside of the rut. Length changes are
okay. Allowing crossbows as legal archery method will increase harvest too much. Disabled
shooters with permission would be ok.

You all have all the numbers from the telecheck so you do what the numbers say to achieve the
goals you all desire. Don't allow crossbow for archers unless they are disabled.

More rifle season out of the rut if you want to increase deer numbers. Archery hunters killing
deer isn't the problem. We had 150,000 antlered deer harvested by rifle hunters this season
alone. Don't punish hard working bow hunters because rifle hunters Kkill too many deer. Leave
crossbow to special permits only. They will ruin archery season and deer numbers.

I love the proposed changes.

Extend youth season.

Please allow crossbows as a legal method for deer hunting. Reduce the number of archery any-
deer permits.

No Crossbows. Elimination of 2nd archery tag.

I am not for the antlerless changes should apply to the entire state.

Close all cervid enclosures immediately.

Allowing crossbows is my major concern. In other states that have added them as a legal
method, what did this add to the total archers harvest numbers? If the goal is to reduce harvest
numbers, won't this detract from that? Thank you.

I am for reducing the number of antler deer killed. Would be okay with only one buck per
combined seasons.

Move deer season to the end of November allow baiting.

No strong feelings either way. A little surprised by the restricted seasons since | haven't seen
decrease in numbers where | hunt (Wright County) Wouldn't mind seeing antler point restrictions
state wide.

Statewide point restriction after gun season.

Funny that you went from almost any amount of does to a few. We need double fences on deer
farms for control of CWD. Why eliminate the urban hunt? Do Not agree with Crossbow
regulation.

Not enough time here for details. No crossbows in archery season. They are not bows. No to
reduction in any deer archery permits. Only 3% of bowhunters kill 2 bucks. How does this
change realistically affect numbers?

Would like to see alternative methods moved earlier so don't fall in Christmas week. Limit doe
tags for bow, at least some, so hunter has to be a little selective.

I think you should leave the archery season like it is. No crossbows. If you want to manage deer
take away from rifle hunters, move the season to Dec. Antler point restriction.

No on crossbows during archery season.
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All for crossbows - great for economy. Allows older archery to keep hunting in the fields. Most
states have gone crossbow. Not for extending youth season. Only one buck per weapon choice.

Keep gun season same length or longer. Four Point statewide. I like the new youth timing
proposal Allow crossbows in a short season like one half of archery. Keep bag limits the same in
archery. Maybe eliminate antlerless season to compensate. I think the 4 point has increased
overall numbers.

The antlered deer numbers should be 1 for firearms and 1 for archery. Maybe the firearms
season should follow thanksgiving to increase the % of bucks to mate successfully.

Not in favor of reducing length of season. Not in favor of archery season changes.

Allow crossbows during archery season. No on reducing limit of antlered deer during archery
season.

I think allowing crossbows during archery season is unfair.

Do not allow crossbows unless medically necessary. IT's ok to shorten the November portion.
It's ok for the youth season. It's ok to reduce antlerless. It's ok on urban zones. I'm ok reducing
bow kills to one temporary. Please simplify conservation areas.

I think the change is a good idea. Maybe open more than just two does to be killed.

Don't extend youth season. Don't let crossbows be used during bow season. Shortening two days
off of firearms season good idea.

Don't extend second portion of youth season. Don't allow crossbows during bow season. | think
it's a good idea to shorten rifle season two days.

Allow crossbows but without scopes. Reduce antlered deer to one but allow bonus permits in all
conservation areas.

I hope to have less days on doe season, the deer population is too low over the last two years

Generally favorable crossbow reg. in particular will help older hunters. Reduction in antlerless
permits probably not necessary in Ozark region.

change deer youth season to Oct when out of school

Simplification by eliminating urban portions is agreed with. Not sure that the present crossbow
restriction to disability should be revised. I've seen some video of shooting crossbows @ 125
yards at deer 3D targets with high accuracy and penetration. That is much farther than | would
shoot at one with my old bow (40-45 yd. max)

very well organized and professional

I don't think reducing the limit of antlered deer during archery season will solve anything. |
would suggest a point limitation.

I support a longer and sooner late youth season. | support the range of the length of the firearm
season to nine days from eleven.

Would like to see rifle season stay eleven days not in favor of crossbows for everyone, I do think
youth and elderly is fine. Not in favor of 1 buck during bow season
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I fully support the change in late youth season! I fully support a crossbow added as a legal
method! | oppose reducing November portion from 11 to 9 days. | oppose antler permit reduction
from 2 to 1, this allows cull bucks removed.

I personally do not think they should legalize crossbows during the archery season because in my
mind it will increase road hunting they are silent, accurate, and can be shot out of a window

Restricting the number of days will effectively make it harder for people to get in the woods;
reduce the limit to 1 doe (total) if you must, but provide the days for families to participate in one
of our great traditions.

I like all of the proposed changes. "Good ideas"

Need to allow the use of crossbows

All changes are informed by science based facts and MDC is to be complimented. CONCERN:-
CWD-24 known cases now-how many in 20 years-if using a multiplier formula it's getting
serious 520,000 hunters in 2014-times 1- =over 5 million hunters. 52 plus or minus captive deer
ranches where CWD is found. State legislators need to make CWD a priority for our state-find
the best solution.

Don't like the use of crossbows during bow season, does not make sense, you want more hunters
in the woods, but want the deer kill to decrease. Like the idea of shortening the season for
firearms. Do not like limiting bow season to one buck

I would like to see crossbhows allowed

Move Deer Season Up 3 weeks. Allow crossbows-Non-resident fees are fine-Deer Herd is too
small in Scott County

If the deer population is currently at or below the population goal, why would you want to let
everyone use crossbows to further deplete the population? Have you ever considered a split
season around a couple of weekends so more people can enjoy them? My wife and | started out
just taking one deer between us and usually were bucks-our neighbor did the same thing but the
last three years we have seen less

Against use of crossbows during the regular season. Would like to see a split season. This part
of MO is short on deer. Population declining.

Keep firearms same amount of days. Reduce the number of permits during the archery season, 2
to 1 (any-deer permit). Reduce number of nuisance permits given to landowners and farmer.
Too many take over their limit and don't care if it is a buck or a doe. Crossbow hunting in
archery season is a good thing.

If the deer population is currently at or below the population goal, why would you want to let
everyone use crossbows to further deplete the population? Have you ever considered a split
season around a couple of weekends so more people can enjoy them? M

If the deer population is down, I am in favor of cutting back on the gun season, and the antlerless
portion. However, by increasing the youth season, only one buck and allowing crossbow will
hurt the population. You are doing 2 things to help and 3 things to hurt
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| prefer 11 day Nov. being a farmer it gives me more time and | think it would take pressure off
of my crops.

Please do not reduce any deer permits from 2 to 1. Instead make a restriction of 4 points
minimum on one side for one tag, call it a "trophy" tag. | am ok with the reduction of Nov. gun
portion but how about October short muzzleloader season=3 days?

I am all for youth hunting but I think a lot of big bucks are being wounded or being harvested by
adults during the youth season now. 1 also fell that some adults use their youth tags during the
regular season. | think if additional time is allowed it should be after the firearms season. | think
a lot of crossbows are being used illegally now. | think crossbows should have a short season
not the entire time of the regular archery season. 1 also believe it is a money push by the big
shops. I don't have an issue with the rest of the changes.

The 2 day off of firearms season will mess up hunters that cannot schedule vacation the first
week. Not a lot of hunters have this problem but dropping the 2 days shouldn't affect the deer
population much either?? 2 archery tags=1 any deer and 1 antlerless??? Doesn't say but
everyone assume this is right!!

I think crossbow season should be legal through bow season.

Limit archery buck permits to 1 only.

Crossbows are fine with me. Do away with antlerless season altogether. Two bucks is okay but
make it only one with rifle or 2 with bow.

Crossbow - NO - maybe youth only. One Buck - NO - 2 Buck - accumulative archery/firearm |
would agree. Youth season - I'm okay with but January food sources are dynamite. Reduce
length of rifle season. YES to move to December.

Do not allow crossbows. Do not shorten the hunting season.

| feel that legalization of crossbows will cause a decline in our deer numbers. It will open bow
hunting up to everyone that's not a bad thing, but being a successful bow hunter is an
achievement. Crossbows will defeat the challenge. As far as reducing the antlered deer in
archery season does not matter to me, personally 1 good buck with a bow is enough.

I think taking 2 days out of rifle is pointless because you said there is hardly anything taken and
some people who work certain jobs only get to hunt these days. Even if they don't kill something
they get to be in the woods. I think that removing one buck tag on archery shouldn't be done
because some people see a lot more bucks than does and just want to fill the freezer.

I do not support shortening firearms hunting season. | hunted on both of those days last year. If
there is not strong reasoning to shorten the season, | do not believe it should happen.

I've shot a bow for 44 years. It takes dedication and patience to learn the skills it takes to kill a
dear at 20 yards with a traditional bow. It seems to me, we as a society, only make it easier for
anybody to get into this sport. A crossbow, to me, is not even a bow! String gun is a more
accurate word. We need "better" hunters, not more hunters! Crossbows sound like a bad idea to
me. Sounds like to me you guys have folded under political pressures.

Agree with most changes.
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I believe youth should be from 10-15 years old. | believe you are messing up making crossbows
to everyone. It should remain for disabled hunters. | would be for a 3 point or 4 point restriction
rule.

Discontinue the antlerless season to allow for the antlerless tags in the firearm season.

No crossbows and anything to help youth hunting that is very important.

| feel crossbows should not be allowed unless handicapped. Keep November portion 10 days.

Agree with all proposed changes. 1 think the use of crossbows would be a good addition to the
sport. 1 also believe that the other changes would benefit the overall deer population.

Reduce length of firearm season. lIdeally 2 separate seasons (3 day & 4 day each including
weekends with a week in between.) Allow crossbows for all hunters (hoping to introduce my
daughter to archery in the future. Must reduce limit of antlered archery deer to 1. Have to find
a proven way to the Number of mature bucks.

Allow crossbows. Recue to 9 days.

I strongly agree on all the 2016-2017 deer changes.

Agree on Crossbows.

| feel that taking the two day's away from rifle season away from people that do not get to hunt
much because not enough harvest time in that amount of days.

Leave the Crossbows the way it is, by permit only. Length of firearms season being reduced is
okay. Timing of season could be later. One archery buck is tolerable, but should vary by Region.

I consider myself a serious archery hunter, and support any effort to benefit the deer herd. The
only proposed change | am against is the crossbow method being acceptable for archery season.
I think that an age limit should be put in place rather than just opening it up to anyone. | think
the crossbow proposal will result in an overflow of inexperienced hunters flooding the woods
during archery season, resulting in more pressure on the deer and more wounded unrecovered
deer.

No crossbows allowed to be used during archery season unless physically disabled. Makes no
sense to reduce permits from 2 to 1 and then allow crossbows to be used. Archery is a skill. No
skill is needed for crossbows.

Keep up the efforts on CWD containment. MDC is leading the nation in this regard. I'm okay
with most other suggested changes. Not sure about crossbows, though. I'm 61 and can still hunt
with a vertical bow.

Keep November portion at 11 days. Okay on youth season changes. Okay on antlerless portion
to 3 days. No on Crossbows used during archery season. Okay on limit to 1 buck in archery
season.

Maintain the timing of Nov portion and reduce to 9 days. Expand the late youth portion to 3
days. Reduce the length of antlerless portion to three days. Eliminate the urban zones portion.
No to crossbows. Ok to reducing the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to one.
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Okay to simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and
archery antlerless permits.

I am concerned about the general length of deer season. | am an avid deer hunter and | am a
landowner (270 acres). | am also a birdwatcher, hiker, and backpacker and | feel that the
combined seasons sometimes limit the outdoors for these types of activities for me and many
others that are not deer hunters. In particular I would like to see youth season limited to one
weekend. Finally, I want MDC to know that I think they do an excellent job of managing our
forestry, fish and wildlife resources.

1. Contain CWD more important than anything. 2. Leave rifle season alone. 3. Youth are the
future - Thanksgiving weekend is great. 4. Antlerless doesn't affect us down here. Do what's
right for the north. 5. Crossbows - anyone with physical needs can already get a license. Make it
available to those 60 and older without Dr. Note. NO to anyone younger and healthy. 6. 1 am
for keeping the 2 buck tags. November 17 thru January 15 is a long time and | hunt a lot. IT
would take the reason away if | can't at least hunt for a buck. If you have to do something make
after the rifle a 4 point restriction? I'm a buck hunter and don't shoot if it's smaller than what |
have on wall. It very difficult to get a mature buck late season. If you stop 2nd tag you just
make criminals out of hunters. 7. Be careful with public land. It is the only opportunity some
have to hunt. It's a tough balancing act. 8. Kid's should be able to shoot anything at all times.
Sixteen and under. 9. Coyote-bobcat should be legal beginning Sept. 15. 10. Cougar should be
legal year round. 11. You should fight to control all deer populations in the state. Wild and
penned. Use every method to gain back captive deer. If you think there is a decrease in
population now - CWD and 40 % decimation is in our future.

In favor of all changes. Consider an earlier youth season (first weekend in October) for
favorable weather.

No, on crossbows for archery. Yes on late youth hunt. Yes, on reduce archery hunters to 1
antlered deer.

Do not agree with crossbow inclusion. Issues with timing of rifle seasons.

I agree with antlerless portion of changes.

Do not agree with any of the changes.

I see no reason to reduce the length of November portion by 2 days, while harvest maybe lower
on those days. It still offers an opportunity to harvest a deer. Not everyone has the opportunity
to take vacation during opening weekend and the 2nd weekend is maybe the only time the
individuals can get off.

No crossbows, longer youth portion and against reduction of November portion.

Don't like the crossbow part. | feel the crossbow should only be used for handicapped people. |
also feel deer hunting should be kept the same.

I think the crossbow option should be put in and allowed.

Let the season as it is except add one day to youth season.
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Any person who can shoot a firearm can shoot a crossbow it takes years of practice to become a
real bow hunter.

Firearm season needs to go after Thanksgiving weekend.

I am for the crossbows because of my age. | would like to see least antlerless time. No on
restrictions of 1 buck.

The only regulation | have an issue with is the allowing of crossbows. For those that do not have
the ability can get a permit for crossbow. | would be ok with an age restriction to allow younger
hunters to gain interest in the sport.

Would like to see crossbows allowed.

Statewide antler restrictions need to be in place.

I would be in favor of allowing crossbows as a legal method during archery season. That would
allow my father, who does not currently bowhunt the flexibility to spend more time in the blind
with my son and 1.

In favor of shortening the season.

I do not think everyone needs to be in the woods during archery season if they cannot take the
time and effort to use a regular bow then go during riffle or alternative method season. I do not
feel a

I don't agree with the crossbow rule. We need to shut off the doe tags. When herd was low, we
protected the does and the herd grew. We started killing the does and the herd shrank. Stop
trying to re-invent the wheel.

Being a hunter and landowner | have noticed a large amount of deer. Would like to see the 2
extra days (Monday & Tuesday) stay with the season - these are my last chance days. "YES" to
allowing a crossbow during archery season.

Please allow crossbows.

Most sound ok except allowing crossbow during archery. Reduction in doe permits not needed.
Deer numbers in my area remain high despite HD two years ago. | fear the deer herd will
rebound to unmanageable #s.

Run a campground, don't like shortened season.

Population is too heavy in our area. These changes would compound the problem.

| agree with the antlerless and youth portion changes. | would like to see the regular season taken
out of the rut altogether. I believe this would increase the buck to doe ratio thus improving
HERD health.

No crossbow during regular bow season.

Please reduce the doe seasons.

I trust the MO Conservation Commission and MDC with using their professional approach with
this. Thanks for all that you do to protect our wildlife, fish and natural resources. Thanks for
having the open houses to get public open.
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Agree with all of them but would like to see landowners and the disabled included in a 2 day
early season maybe with the youth portion.

OK with all regulation changes. | do question continuing with targeted shooting in zones with a
positive CWS test, given the 2 new zones and the inevitability that there will be more each (?)
year.

9 day rifle season fine but move it to the first week of December. Youth seasons good, | like
Thanksgiving weekend. Leave archery season alone with 2 turkeys, 2 bucks. Have separate tag
for crossbow and only one buck for crossbow hunters and 2 turkeys. Raise out of state permit
prices! Put it to a vote on regulation changes, ask hunters to fill out regulation vote when getting
surveys.

Not enough! Should have started this year. Why did you wait - you lost half of the deer
population in 2 years.

| operate a hunting lodge/outfitting company and speak for a very large number of in state and
out of state hunters. We "agree" with the proposed firearm season changes and archery changes
that are under consideration. We want a large healthy herd and a shorter season and limiting
antlerless kills will help greatly. Will discuss further if someone will contact me at 660-216-
4431. Thank you.

Start any deer season about Nov 1.

Deer season needs to be shorter with less tags given out.

We set out 5 acres of corn 1/4 milo had good yield but it was gone by Dec. Deer numbers were
down slightly but still reasonably high even after being hit hard (in our area) with EHD.
Personally I've never harvested over 1 buck in an archery season. "'l hunt mature animals" but
would like the chance. Allowing crossbows reduces the aesthetic value of archery hunting. Much
easier to master, much less movement, inherently more accurate greatly reducing the acquired
woodsmanship.

Ok all but eliminate urban zone portion

I believe it’s too short of time. We hunt for the meat. Deer is our main source of meat throughout
winter. Would also like to note that Mr. Hartwig was very descriptive and very helpful in
explaining to me in a way where I myself could understand. As for the meat, not only would it
decrease the chance of getting meat for my family, | know other families that cannot afford the
store bought meat. So they also depend on the deer meat for food as well. Maybe a petition may
need to be done to see how many want the old way compared to the new way. Thank you.

1. Timing and 9 days - good tradition and planning important to many later over Thanksgiving
causes trouble in families. 2. Youth season expansion: good idea, not as cold, more time, better
weather. 3. Reducing days: good, more direct pressure, set schedule. 4. Not in favor of
elimination, many urban hunters have used same area for years, helps control herd.

Shorter season is fine, need to return to 4 point rule, 1 buck, 1 doe archery; 1 buck, 1 doe rifle.
Let youth harvest 1 buck, 1 doe also per year. FREE YOUTH PERMITS.
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I support the changes to the firearms deer seasons. Even with the reductions in lengths of
portions of the season, there are still plenty of opportunities to enjoy deer hunting and harvest
whichever type of deer you wish. | don't think that we need to allow crossbows during archery
season since they are legal throughout the entire firearms portions. | support the reduction of
harvesting bucks to one for the archery season. The conservation area regulations are
complicated and need to be simplified and still allow management goals to be met.

I don’t see them affecting me in any major way.

I think that the changes might help deer management and control CDC.

1. Urban zones crossbow hunting 2. Push it forward more, 2 days shorter ok 3. Lengthen youth
seasons, both of them 4. | am for the change of the antlerless season 5. Allow crossbow, that’s a
no brainer 6. Reduce buck if we have to, that is ok 7. Let archery hunters, ok for both sexes on
conservation land but God not firearm for does

Like to see last Monday/Tuesday stay same - surely not a factor. Not many deer harvested
anyway I'll bet (Not many hunters) Muzzle loader a little earlier - Over Christmas Holiday not
conclusive to more hunting

Really wish you would not remove the last Monday and Tuesday off the deer season. That is
always when our family takes time off work to hunt.... Can't always get the other weekdays off.
Surely those 2 days would not make that big of a difference in deer kill for each year.

If the antlerless season is reduced give the landowners an additional "Window of Opportunity" to
harvest the number of does required to manage their private land (And the tags to do so)

Cutting the antlerless season is going to seriously affect my ability to harvest "meat deer." Warm
weather during a 3 day season prevents home processing. Also, | use the mid- week hunting days
to harvest calm, un-harassed animals. As a landowner | feel cheated by many of the proposed
policy changes.

Cutting the length of the antlerless season seems to go against the Department goals of
increasing hunter opportunity. We due the antlerless season to fill the freezer as we process our
deer 1-2 at a time. It takes this opportunity away.

I'm fine with all the proposed changes EXCEPT the allowance of crossbows. Crossbows are not
archery. One of the hardest elements of archery is getting drawn back on your prey without being
seen. You don't have that challenge with x-bows. They are pre-cocked; you can shoulder them,
use a scope and just pull the trigger. Leave our archery season alone.

1) Allow crossbow hunting for 62 years of age or older. 2) Allow crossbow hunting for 2nd half
of bow season. 3) Allow crossbow hunting for 16 years of age or younger. 4) Delete allowing
"farm tags" for leasees.

Reduce the antlerless deer kill in any way possible. Better control captive deer farms better, or
legislature will take over. Continue to encourage coyote hunting.

Eliminate the urban season! Crossbows are FINE! Don't bother archery regs. Alternative method
season timing is perfect.
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If you want to manage deer look at lowa, Kansas, Illinois, etc. You have screwed the pouch (?)
on your management. Since 2006 it has gone to shit.

I think allowing able body people to hunt with a crossbow during archery is a bad idea.

I do not agree with adding crossbow to the archery season. The other changes are trying to raise
deer numbers. Why add a change that allows for more deer to be harvested. Also I do not like the
reduction of any deer permits for archery. The additional any deer tag allows more opportunity
for me to hunt public land since most MDC sites are switching to Any deer only permits.

Raise non-resident fees. Move main firearms season a week later. | hunt all seasons, and hunt
mature bucks so any regulation that promotes potentially more mature bucks I am in favor of. |
agree population is down.

Eliminate the 4=point rule

Be very aggressive on CWD efforts. Be strong against the captive cervid industry. No question
that CWD originated in captive herds. Eliminate the 4-point rule statewide. Unquestionably
bucks hold higher incidence of CWD than does. Don't stockpile bucks

Agree to all except reducing buck allowance during archery season from 2 to 1. Use QDM
practices and never have shot 2 bucks but like the option on seeing older age class bucks.

Leave the two buck limit on archery season. Allow crossbows of bow season without special
permit

Open more archery only areas for us. Make Logan CA archery only because the deer do not have
a chance during firearms season. Leave the two buck rule for archery

Leave the two buck limit on bow season. Allow crossbows all of bow season with no special
permit

I would like to see the 9-day rifle season. Move it to December. Allow crossbows only in
primitive season (muzzleloader) start bow season October 15th to run to January 1.

Eliminate urban zone portion - yes; reduce November portion 2 days - no; more youth portion to
Thanksgiving day-Sunday those four days only; change timing and length of antlerless portion -
no; no crossbows! Reduce the number of archery any deer permits from 2 to 1 - yes

Would like to see antler restriction state wide. | think the seasons are long enough. I would like
to see the conservation department limit the doe tags to one per person per season

Youth season in abused should be during regular season

I agree with all the proposals

I trust MDC and our biologists to implement rules and regs that both benefit wildlife and hunters.
I am in favor with all proposed regulation changes.

Ok to move youth to Thanksgiving weekend; urban changes, I live in SW Columbia by Twin
Lakes would be nice to find a solution for all the deer in this area.

I like all the changes under consideration

I don't have a strong disagreement with the proposed changes. Would prefer to keep the archery
antlered limit the same
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I support most of the changes with the exception of the crossbows in archery season. Not a fan. |
also would support moving rifle season to December mainly to see more mature bucks - let the
three year olds get to be five year olds

No crossbows as legal method. Turkey season all day not 1/2 day; put gun season back 1 or 2
weeks

Reduce the number of buck tags to two | agree with but given the option of two archery tags or
one of each because as an archery only hunter you are cutting a lot of solely bowhunters seasons
really short

No crossbows during archery unless keeping the regs the same. Allow crossbows during
alternative methods season only a loaded crossbow is like a gun, there is little effort/skill
involved. Please keep archery season the same as is.

I agree with shortening the rifle season 100% but late youth season should stay the same and just
completely do away with antlerless season as numbers are to low and you all already have
enough money you can afford to not sell as many tags

No crossbows if you can't draw a bow | have no problem with it but if you are perfectly able then
take the time to learn the sport you guys are making it too easy to take the easy path and that
takes away from archery as a whole

Leave the CWD BS alone it’s been happening forever killing thousands of deer does no good
stop wasting my money on it and quit giving out nuisance tags unless they agree to take the
animal for share the harvest if they won't tell them to let someone hunt for Christ sake quit
letting people kill them for nothing but to save them a few bucks

Absolutely no cross bows, bow season is traditional and compounds sport only if you want to use
crossbow use in gun alternative season if you can't shoot a bow get a permit for crossbows I'm
fine with that. Yes get rid of urban gun zones. Yes shorten gun season; no late youth season after
December; yes change or get rid of antlerless season; no on decreasing buck tags for bow season;
no crossbows unless you have permit - it’s a bow season; allow baiting and don't worry about
CWD so damn much, it kills hardly as many as you claim, EHD is much worse; no more
nuisance tags if farmers want deer thinned, let people hunt period. They have killed hunting in
MO.

Several are good changes. | would like to see the first youth season be antlerless only to
encourage the experience over killing a big buck. Plenty of time later for that. Second would like
MDC to consider allowing a bowhunter to use a valid firearms permit as a 2nd archery permit
prior to the firearms season - same number of bucks killed, just two with a bow vs. one bow, one
gun

CWD - do not allow any cervids to be brought into the state. It jeopardizes our deer, elk. Why do
my conservation dollars have to straighten out their mess? The businesses need to be fined to pay
for all the costs of CWD!

Crossbow season should be with the muzzleloader season. Muzzleloaders went from traditional
100 yds. to in-line 200 yds. Crossbows will develop longer shots and with compressed air
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loading to multi-shots. Must have mandatory crossbow hunter education. Allow crossbow or
other hunting. Allow crossbows in urban hunts. Continue to allow crossbows with medical
doctor’s approvals. A little humor - we don't fish with dynamite, we don't hunt with crossbows.

These changes will give me less time to hunt or see deer, however after a year or two of these
regulations I will hopefully see more deer, thus having a greater chance to get a deer

Don’t get rid of 3 bucks, how many bucks are killed with archery after gun season?

No on crossbows during archery season it’s not bow. It’s all about the numbers of tags sold.
There’s not enough land to hunt on now. We need more public land to hunt on

Bow hunting is drawing your bow, aiming your bow and hoping that your deer doesn't see.
Crossbows all you have to do is aim with a scope that is just like a gun hunting to me

Agree with all but: 1) phase in crossbow - after firearms for a couple of years; 2) do NOT reduce
archery buck to one.

I would like to see crossbows legalized for people over 55, or very young, or those with shoulder
problems.

All changes are OK except reducing archery antlered deer to one. 577 deer killed as second
archery antlered => very low real impact, but significant decrease in hunter enjoyment. Would
reduce time kids go hunting if "Dad" kills early.

I agree with all proposed changes. | do believe that we should go back to: 1 buck, 1 doe for all
seasons including alternative methods. Do away with late seasons in Jan. to relieve pressure
before deep winter.

Approve of all except eliminating urban portion - still too many vehicle collisions. Xbow - good
change. Keep older hunters unable to climb and women/youth engaged in hunting. No downside.

Have a hard time hunting deer with regular archery equipment. Don’t want people out there with
rifle powered arrows taking all the deer. Put them with the rifle season and give them an extra
tag.

The reduction of the number of archery permits from 2 to 1 seems to be pointless to management
because of how small of a percentage of hunters actually fill the second tag. | feel all it would
really accomplish is removing more hunters from late season after they fill the first tag.

Why did it take so long to make changes to the season limits? This population decline has been
going on in Holt, Atchison Counties for 5-6 years.

Move November portion out of the peak of rut. Remove antlerless portion completely for 5 years
to increase the herd size. Raise the nonresident tags. Do not allow crossbows during archery
season.

| support the proposed changes. | wish we didn't have to make them, but | believe we must for
long term benefits. Thanks for what you do.

Ok with all regulation changes.

Shorter season will crowd conservation areas where | hunt. I would rather have a longer season
with fewer antlerless tags.
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| feel out of state landowners shouldn't have to buy out of state tags. Also poor antlered deer
need to be culled.

I think that the changes look good and have good reason to be reason to be done, but can see why
some might be upset about the archer season. Even if it does not make much of a difference

I think the changes to the 2016-2017 deer season will be beneficial to the deer population. If the
deer herd improves the Regulations can change accordingly

I think the changes will be beneficial to the deer populations and will allow for more hunters to
enjoy the fun and harvest

I am concerned about the low population, the spread of disease and the possibility of including
crossbows into archery seasons. At 63 years old | can't see the bow sights anymore.

Urban zone portion elimination is of great concern. This seems to me to be a bad idea. | do like
the addition of crossbow to the archery season. 1 don't believe the 2 day reduction in the
November is needed.

I would like to see a limit on antlerless deer reduced but not the number of days available for a
hunter to hunt. Weather or other types of reason may not allow a hunter to hunt on the allowed
specific dates.

A-Okay with maintaining the timing of the season and reducing the length to 9 days. Ok with
youth season changes. Reduce the number of antlerless allowed instead of amount of days in
season. Not everyone can hunt weekends or week days. Like the ideas of allowing crossbows for
archery season, ok with reduced number of archery permits

Concerned about the possible elimination of the urban portion. | have taken advantage of this
and find it a very good time to get a jump on the season and start patterning them.

Good consideration to crossbow as an added feature to archery deer hunting. Probably would
not alter deer population very much

Positive interest in xbow hunting. Think you all are doing a good job

Deer: make point restriction apply to youth. One buck total for year all weapons. Turkey: Hunt
all day-Have an archery season prior to gun season. Harvest applies to season

If the proposed management changes are for the better conservation of the deer population and
for the conservation of hunting for generations to come I am all for it

I'm okay with all changes that are being proposed. It will help out the deer population, but maybe
make 1/2 the archery season so we can use the crossbow

Does: reducing any deer archer permits decrease the cost? Would it be one buck and one
antlerless? # of archery any-deer: only if we get one buck and one antlerless, no extra cost. Keep
2 deer and 2 turkeys. Eliminate urban zone: yes as long as you can still hunt-reduce length of
November portion yes; change timing and length of youth: yes; timing and length of antlerless
yes; crossbows in archery: NO! They're basically rifles, allow them only for rifle and alternative
methods. Traditional and compound bows should be archery methods. Conservation areas:
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keep them as is. Each area is different and should be managed differently. Maybe increase ways
to inform the public on area regulations. Try not to limit methods too much. | need to hunt.

I support the allowance of crossbows. | don't agree with shortening antlerless season; I agree
with maintaining the November portion

Agree that November portion should be reduced to 9 days and agree antlerless portion to be
reduced to 3 days. Not opposed to crossbows, but it is not the right time-doe numbers need to
rise first; ok with any changes that will keep our youth involved! Would like to keep limit of
antlered deer during archery season at 2. Thank you for having this open house-it is much
appreciated

Limit of 1 antlered deer per person per year. Close game farms and leave the November portion
asis

I think it should be a limit of 1 buck per person. Leave the November portion should stay the
same. Close game farms!

I did not buy a tag last year. After 30+ years of hunting deer, | decided your 4 point or buck rule
has killed of any hunting in my area. The buck racks in my area are worse now than when you
started this rule. I’ve gone since 2009 without a deer because | haven't seen a deer with 4 points
on one side. You have forgotten the meat hunters.l am disappointed in your regulations and
probably will not buy a deer tag this year.

Move deer season after the rut. One youth season. Antlerless portion to 3 days is good.
Crossbows NO. Reduce the limit of antlered deer to 1 per year rifle or bow.

I love them all. Please consider abolishing the antlerless season and | would love to see the
general firearms season moved to the end of November. | would be fine with 1 buck regardless
of chosen method

Move rut to December and no to crossbows

I believe it would be find except | do not support the crossbow during the archery season

Do what it takes to get deer numbers up to the levels the kids can enjoy

Keep the urban zone portion to keep populations in check within the urban areas. | agree to
expand the youth hunting opportunities to include additional days in which school is closed.
Providing opportunities for youth hunters can only improve hunting and help deer populations to
always be in check

Crossbows would be a good thing to add to archery. | would like to keep 2 buck harvest for
archery. Shortening the antlerless portion | would not like because | use that season to harvest
my doe and | use the regular season to just "watch" deer and wait for the big buck

Reducing the limit of antlered deer during archery season to one is a good idea and will help the
deer populations grow in older antlered deer

I think that altering the time of the late youth season is a great idea. People tend to forget that
there is still a late youth season which I think takes away from participation. Putting it closer to
other seasons will give them a better chance to go.
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Keep the urban zone portion to help hunters have another opportunity to bag a deer. Keep the
November portion open for 2 days to help give chances to guys/girls that are busy other days.
Yes, alter the timing of the youth hunting time. Yes, reduce the antlerless portion. I think
crossbows should not be allowed for archery, maybe set a portion of the season where they can
be used, but not the whole season.
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Appendix B. Online Comments

Eliminate the antlerless season all together, no crossbows for archery season.

I am very disappointed that you are recommending crossbow use for everyone. | am one with
the crossbow use exemption. | have multiple sclerosis, so I can't pull a bow or climb a tree stand,
but I love to hunt, and bow season is one of the few times during the year that | DON'T feel
disadvantaged. | understand what you said about older hunters, why don't you recommend
crossbow is ok for senior citizens or something? But not ok for everyone, ok for everyone puts us
disabled hunters back at disadvantaged.

After hearing for quite some time now from MDC employees that they were sure crossbows
would be included in archery season for the 2015 season you're now going to make all of us wait
ANOTHER year? That's just silly! 25 states currently have full inclusion in archery season with
no problems. I've been waiting for this to occur and have everything I need. | cannot use a
regular bow good enough and was sure, after being told by MDC people it would happen for the
upcoming season | would finally be able to hunt archery season with my crossbow. | encourage
you to push this ahead and approve crossbows for the upcoming season!

What's going on here? You and your field agents tell everyone crossbows will be included for
the '15 archery season, people go buy crossbows because everyone says it's a "done deal™ and
now you aren't going to do it for another year? Why? This is a bunch of BS. All the other states
don't have a problem with it and I hear lowa is even going to have a bill introduced to allow
them to be used by everyone this year! Don't make us wait! You can still allow crossbows for the
upcoming season. DO IT!

Most of the changes look good but, seriously, no crossbows until 2016? | mean WTF? Legalize
crossbows fully into archery season for the 2015 season PLEASE!

No crossbows this year? What a bunch of crap! Geesh........ what's the big deal? Almost every
other decent hunting state allows them full time in archery season but once again......the MDC
drags its damned feet! Stop changing your dang minds and just approve them for the 2015
season! Apparently someone inside the MDC told a lot of retailers it would happen and no you
go back on your word, again!

I like almost everything about the new proposals. Believe the compromise of season timing and
shortening is great and limited antlerless season will work wonderfully. The 1 buck archery/1
buck rifle is a very good idea, I just wonder if it would make more sense to offer one archery
only and one archery/rifle tag. This would give the hunter a chance to fill an archery tag early
season then have the choice to fill a second buck tag either during rifle season or, wait until after
rifle season and fill the second buck tag with a late season buck. The only mistake I can point out
is not approving crossbows for the 2015/2016 season fully with archery season. | believe it
would give you data to show the effects of this upcoming season and then, next year you'll see
what happens under the new regulations. Also, I believe the few people interested in using a
crossbow during archery season were hopeful and made investments based upon what they read
and were told. Making crossbows legal for the upcoming 2015=2016 season makes the most
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sense, will keep everyone happy and can easily be made this Spring. | believe everyone would be
happy with crossbow implementation and also perhaps moving to at least a 2 Doe limit during
archery season if not 1, like rifle season.

Thanks, Keep up the good work!

Using biology is not the way to solve Missouri's deer population. Listening to hunter's actually in
the field would be a better approach. If you would have listened to us 5 years ago when everyone
started seeing declines in population, MDC would not be in this situation. Cutting season dates
but allowing crossbows during the entire archery season seems counterproductive. Cutting
season’s dates but allowing youth hunters one more day seems counterproductive. Either you
want more deer killed or you don't. You can't have both.

I agree with the format of all the proposed changes presented for the 2016-2017 Deer Season.
However, | would strongly consider the push of Missouri's rifle season out of the rut to
December 5th - 14th. In my opinion, this would aid in the mature deer of our state to pursue the
tending/breeding phase of the rut for longer duration without increased hunting pressure during
peak breeding. Many bow-hunters still see good "rut" movement during the post rut portion early
in December (given weather conditions) which would still allow rifle hunters to accomplish a
successful harvest. I strongly agree with the reduction in the amount of antlered deer that can be
taken by 1 hunter in a given season using various methods. In my opinion, hunters (adult) should
only be able to harvest a max of 2 antlered deer using any method throughout the year. This
could be via a combination - for example, the hunter that harvests 2 antlered buck’s during
Missouri's archery season (given the pushed back time frame above for MO rifle season) from
September 15th - December 4th (assuming gun opener is Dec. 5th) would be ineligible to
participate in Missouri's gun season as they reached their max antlered buck limit in the archery
season before the December firearms portion. If that hunter only harvested 1 buck before the new
December firearms portion, they could then pursue archery methods and still be eligible to
harvest an antlered buck after the gun season was over (much like the regulations now).
However, he or she would be ineligible to do so if they were to hunt during the gun season and
harvest a buck. I believe our herd is moving in the right direction. Within the past 10 years, |
believe | have viewed bigger/healthier deer than | had in prior years. The antler point restriction
is definitely working. Please keep this implemented. Especially within the counties near and
around the Central Missouri/Ozark region (Benton County specifically).

I hate the idea of introducing crossbows for archery season. This is a bad idea which takes the
sport out of bow hunting. I am almost 40 and would never think of picking up a crossbow. It is
just like gun hunting with a trigger. There is no skill involved in looking through a scope to shoot
something with a bow. Takes away from the heritage of bow hunting and is just a BAD BAD
ideal

Instead of 1 archery buck tag and one firearm buck tag just have 2 buck tags and have one
archery only and one archery/gun. The option of hunting two bucks with a bow would be a better
fit for the length of the archery season should a hunter harvest one buck early in the season.
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I wholeheartedly support your current proposals for 2016-2017 deer season | do not want to
move opening day of the primary firearm season. | support crossbow inclusion to archery season.

I support the proposed changes. | really like youth season over Thanksgiving weekend. Thank
you

I think the MDC is way over reacting! The deer herd is just fine in my neck of the woods and
will quickly over populate without 5-10 animals harvested each year. That said, with the
antlerless tags being reduced to one and the possibility of only one antlered tag for a bow it will
take away to many hours that we can be out in the field, if that makes sense. Also, | don't like the
antler restriction, especially for the bow season. Please don't make me start a new bird dog and
go to another state to hunt because of the pressure you receive to produce giant deer, most
hunters don't care we just want to have the opportunity to go. Thanks

All the proposed ideas sound GREAT! Thanks for listening to Missouri sportsmen and women.

I agree with the proposed changes but | would prefer to have the regular firearms season moved
back one week in November (begin the weekend before Thanksgiving).

I have weighed in my thoughts on each subject you have listed and annotated at the end what |
think of each change. I have rated them Pointless, Good, and Neutral based upon myself and my
hunting household. Reducing the Deer Season to 9 Days will do nothing for the herd, it will only
take away hunter opportunities.(Pointless) Anytime youths get a chance to hunt I'm happy with
that.(Good) Not as Fan of Antler-less season anyway. With the EHD outbreaks in the past what
is the point of killing off the Deer Factories in another season. (Pointless) | don't and have never
hunted the Urban portion. (Neutral) Crossbows are already allowed for people that actually need
them. Way to go MDC in helping further the "Everyone gets a trophy liberal mindset". If you
can't take the time to be proficient with a bow or go get a doctor exemption stays out of the dang
woods. (Pointless) I have never killed more than one buck per year, and am very selective in
what I shoot. That said taking away my opportunity only to add crossbows and give more lazy
people a chance to hunt is uncalled for and irresponsible on your part. (Pointless) I don't hunt
conservation areas. (Neutral) In conclusion, | don't understand why you constantly feel the need
to make changes to things when its working just fine the way it is. Myself and family log several
hours afield each year hunting, and consistently have to change how we hunt because you as the
MDC make us. When will enough be enough? You are making me want to vote for a
government take-over because of your constant change. Just leave well enough alone. There will
never be a time when a Boone and Crockett deer is behind every tree, so stop trying to make it
so. | enjoy hunting and you are making it harder and harder for me to enjoy. Just STOP.

After review of the proposed 2016-17 changes to the MO deer hunting seasons, | am
disappointed that public comments and perception carry greater influence than science based
changes. Implementation of changes to the deer hunting season and regulations should focus on
quality deer management and not the management of public opinions or how many tags are sold.
MO is know where near the carrying capacity of white-tailed deer, however social carrying
capacity continues to decline as human population increases. | agree it is difficult to please
everyone, but if we rely on science based changes the end result will be an increase in the quality
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of deer hunting, and the retention and recruitment of deer hunters in MO. One important aspect
of deer hunting that wasn’t mentioned in development of regulation changes is the motivation of
today’s deer hunters. What motivates deer hunters to participate in this recreational opportunity?
Have these motivations evolved or changed over the past half century? Hunters aren’t attracted
to a state or property for its minimal, average antlered, or few white-tailed deer. Hunters want to
have the opportunity to harvest mature, large antlered deer along with good hunting
opportunities. Good hunting opportunities include seeing and harvesting deer (antlerless and
antlered). So let’s manage MO deer herd for quality hunting opportunities for all ages! Moving
the main rifle season and youth season out of the peak of the rut will result in an improved and
more balanced deer herd. | am an advocate for promoting youth in deer hunting and the
outdoors; however, | feel that MDC has become increasingly liberal in catering to young hunters.
In review of the harvest demographics of the 2014 hunting season | noticed a significantly
greater percentage of deer harvested during the November youth season were bucks than any
other season, which is odd because there are a greater number of does than bucks in MO deer
herd. Allowing youth hunters to deer hunt when success opportunities are optimal has no
correlation with future hunter retention. Are the majority of youth hunters targeting bucks? Are
adult hunters illegally harvesting and tagging bucks? Is the youth season catering to the parents
of youth hunters? | also disagree with MDC’s age class structure for youth hunters. At 6 years of
age is a youth hunter physically or mentally prepared for deer hunting? Have they developed
respect for the deer they are hunting and know the responsibilities associated? Would you trust
walking in front of a 6 year old with a loaded rifle? NO, NO, NO and NO! Younger hunters
often use smaller caliber rifles that result in more wounded animals as well as longer expiration
times of the game. | also disagree with the implementation of a second youth season. If a youth
hunter is unsuccessful during the first youth season, the parent taking that youth hunter should
continue to support that youth hunter during any upcoming season. It’s obvious why youth
hunter success is low during the second youth season; fewer deer available for harvest, changes
in deer behavior, and poor weather conditions. Please consideration these recommendation and
comments to the 2016-17 deer seasons; Reduce the number of youth seasons to one, move the
one, Nov. youth season to mid-Oct. (more desirable weather conditions), no antler point
restriction for youth hunters during any deer season, modify the age limits of youth hunters
(recommend range of 8-15 years of age), move the main rifle season out of the peak of the rut (at
minimum back one week), implement antler restrictions statewide (4 point rule), agree with the
two buck limit (one archery and one firearm), agree with reduced antlerless season, agree with
crossbow method addition to archery season, and agree with removal of urban season. Please
consider ethically and scientifically based decision in managing this important MO resource.
Thanks

Dropping the number of firearms days from 10 to 9 is not going to make a noticeable effect. The
change that people want to see is moving the firearms season later into the year. | have been an
advocate of pushing it back to the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Doing this will allow even more
3.5-4.5 yr. old bucks to breed and a better chance to make it through the year. We will still
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harvest plenty enough deer to keep the population in check. This will also allow bowhunters a
better chance at a mature buck during the rut. Look at every other state around Missouri. They
have more mature bucks and a big reason for that is because none of them have a 10 day
centerfire rifle season during the peak of the rut! After the big EHD outbreak in 2012 and 2013
throughout Missouri our deer numbers have definitely been brought back into check. I’m not
alone in my opinion....it’s time for a change! Please! A.

I would like to see the lengths of the current deer seasons stay the same. | would also prefer there
be more antlerless deer tags available during rifle season. My family depends on venison for a
food source throughout the year. By taking away permits, or days allowed to hunt, this has a
negative impact on our livelihood.

As a former Missouri Hunters Safety Instructor | feel that increasing the antler restriction limit to
a 10 point rule ( from the 4 point on one side rule currently in place ) would help the current
situation our state is undergoing as far as hunters being able to see and have the opportunity to
harvest a more of a "trophy" type of buck which would in turn draw more hunters to the field for
the chance to harvest a mature animal, while also making the opportunity for nonresident’s to
look to come to Missouri for the chance to harvest a more mature animal VS looking at other
states such as Kansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio and such. Which would also help the
Conservation Dept out by increasing the economic benefit of the Dept and the State due to added
revenue from nonresident hunters by over time increasing nonresident fees due to the increase in
desire to hunt in our state. | know for a few years this would make a good percentage of the
current hunters not very happy about the situation but as with any changes made there is always
going to be a long term benefit to Hunter, Dept., and State. | mostly agree with most of the
current proposed changes with some added changes that need to be made. I.E. Changes and or at
minimum keeping the area regulations updated online to a higher degree so a hunter does not go
to the field and only then finds out that antler restrictions for that area have been lifted or that the
taking of doe's is not allowed on that area until they reach the area ( or in one case arriving in the
dark and entering the field and not finding out about the lifted antler restriction and restriction on
taking doe's until you exit the field due to limited signage that was not visible in the dark and not
being placed on the website at all (on this hunt | had taken a new to hunting adult hunter that
would have had a chance to take an animal otherwise), which have both happened to me within
the past few years, but if the website had been updated in a timely fashion the new adult hunter
would have had a chance to harvest an animal and would have possibly maintained an interest in
hunting (which they currently do not). A.E.

I don't agree that the November should stay the same date it needs to be moved back to the
weekend after thanks giving. A 3 day youth will not change much cause most kids and adults
won't miss school work. Crossbows should never be allowed during archery it’s a gun basically
not fair to the rest of us who work our tails off all year long. We should still get two buck tags
for archery as well not that often do people fill both but should have the option if able to that
year.
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Another idea of mine is for the Dept. to raise revenue by charging whatever a non-residence’s
state charges our hunters to hunt in their state is what they would have to pay to buy a tag in our
state I.E. Kansas charging $450+ for nonresident that is what they would pay and if South
Dakota only charged $50 that what they would have to pay. | like to call it fair pay hunting It
would work two fold in that most of our resident hunters are pushed out of prime hunting spots
by nonresident hunters that have more money to lease land to hunt and it could also give our
residents more chances to hunt out of state after other states see what we are doing they may
adjust their nonresident permit prices to give less well-off hunters more of a chance to be able to
afford to hunt in their states by adjusting their prices to reflex lower priced states.

Shortening rifle season 2 days is pointless. It needs delayed at least a week so the larger bucks
have more time to do the breeding or taken out of the rut period.

Crossbows are going to be devastating on our turkey population. The reason I can’t kill turkeys
in the fall is because | can’t get drawn on them. With crossbows | can easily limit out every year.
I really like that you are trying to make me a better hunting state. I don't like the 1 buck limit
because it’s not affecting many deer. Only 2 or 3 percent of people kill 2 bucks a year so that's
not a drastic change. Unlimited antlerless tags have to go! This is the number one biggest
problem. I think archery should be 2 any deer and 1 bonus antlerless and gun should be 1 any
deer and 1 bonus antlerless.

Move gun season out of the rut! Last week of November or first of December. Limit buck tags 1
archery and 1 gun or archery. Go back to one youth season. Up out of state tags or do draw
system to many out of state road hunters and trespassers.

I believe MDC is moving in the right direction with the proposed deer regulations, just not fast
enough and is not restrictive enough on antlerless harvest. | support all of the proposed
regulation changes with the exception of the following. | would prefer to eliminate the antlerless
season all together. I would also like to see the antlerless deer limits reduced to one in Chariton
County. On a side note, | would also like to see the use of salt/mineral to be legal again. Many
portions of the county are far removed from the CWD hotspot.

Hello, regarding the proposed firearms season changes, | am very pleased with all of the
proposals. Especially expanding the youth season and moving it up. Anytime | can have more
time in the field with my boys I'm all for it. Plus January weather has been pretty rough on them.
Also, leaving the current timing of the November portion is very important to me. | think the
hunter can decide what deer they want to harvest but why not be in the woods when we can see
the most activity? 1 am adamantly in favor of allowing crossbows in bow season. It would allow
my youngest son to hunt in bow season also. Lastly, I think the MDC should consider charging
out of state hunters what their state charges MO hunters for tags. | would like to hunt in other
states but what they charge for licenses is insane. | don't think it’s fair for their hunters to hunt
here so cheaply if their state charges outlandish fees. But | do think MDC prices for out of state
tags are fair. Thank you for accepting comments!

I am very busy in my normal world and did not have as much time to hunt as | would have liked
to. I hunt in Lawrence County now and for most of my life have hunted for meat. For some
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reason, my opening day for the past few years has been poor at best. One thing | would like to
see is for the regular deer season to be extended to include the time allotted for the doe season. |
can only get out a couple times during the regular season and that would give me a chance to get
out and possibly get a buck that went into hiding after the first gun shot. Generally in my area,
there are only shots on Saturdays during the season, I have not heard much during the other days.
I was lucky enough to get out on Dec. 30 (last day of alternative arms season) and got a small
buck but to have more opportunities earlier would certainly benefit me. | am at a point that |
would like two deer each year and this year it went up to the last minute. | don't want to abuse
anything but I do use deer as a staple each year. Hoping for more chances.

The only change | don't agree with is the elimination of the urban hunt.

If MDC changes archery bag limits to one any deer tag then MDC needs to allow the firearms
any deer tag to be also used as a late season archery tag. | don't hunt with centerfire rifles and
really enjoy late season bow hunting. I shouldn't have to and don't want to pick up a gun to get
more buck hunting. | hunt the entire season and enjoy it from Sept. - Jan. | look forward to those
4 months all year. If adopted without this provision MDC will have cut my season in half. Bow
hunting is what | do for 4 months of the year. Please don't limit my time afield.

Adding crossbows to archery season and limiting antlered deer to 1 during archery season I’'m
against. Crossbows by permit/exemption due to disability. 2 antlered deer limit. No antlerless
season. | want to hear more on private ground management leasees should be able to purchase
landowner tags to manage does what is a good deer herd sex ratio.

Archery changes: | agree with allowing crossbows during archery season. It would allow for
more women, children, and older hunters to enjoy archery hunting. | do NOT agree with only
allowing 1 antlered deer during archery season. | do not think the number of archery hunters
taking 2 bucks during a season are high enough to warrant this limit. I personnally have never
taken more than but the opportunity to take another one keeps the hunting motivation going
Firearms season Changes: | disagree with the need to shorten the season to 9 days. | think the
season is already too short and compact, most people have to take leave from work to get a fair
number of days to hunt as it is. | do love the idea of moving the second youth season to
Thanksgiving weekend and allowing for 3 days instead of 2. I do however wish that a youth tag
meant you do not have to abide by the 4 point rule even during regular firearms season.

The firearms any deer tag also needs to be valid for late season archery hunting.

I have no issues with all the proposed changes except letting anyone use a crossbow during
archery season. A crossbow is constantly held at full draw, increases accuracy and range. It is not
an archery tool, it is similar to hunting with a handgun. If they do that it will be ridiculous and
you will see a decline in satisfaction. Bow hunting big deer is coveted because it is such a
challenge, using a crossbow is much less a challenge and not as impressive.

I disagree with allowing crossbows during archery, there is no reason a healthy and able person
needs a crossbow to archery hunt! I am in favor of the 1-1 buck harvest and would like to see the
antler point restriction statewide. | am also against shortening the firearms season but would
understand the need for such a change.
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I agree with changing to maintain a healthy deer population and reduce to one buck for archery
and one for firearms. | don't agree with use of crossbows during archery but my main concern
would be nonresident hunting. MO needs to raise the price for tags and even implement a draw
system for nonresident hunters. MO boarder states including IL, KS, and 1A have this in place.
It's time for MO to make that change.

I can live with these. Time for unlimited antler less tags to stop. Crossbows are gonna happen,
but I propose a "New York" solution. Allow them during firearms then continue through late
archery season. It would give a chance for data collection and a trial run. Hard data may silence
crosshow critics. Maybe consider an early muzzleloader season like other states but keep 1 buck
only. Also time to move rifle out of the rut timing.

Very disappointed in the proposed changes. I thought modern firearm gun season would finally
be moved out of the rut, it's even been said that it's not biologically the ideal time but yet we
have to cater to people that solely hunt one or two weekends a year that are mainly hung up on
the tradition of having gun season in the middle of November and think they won't be able to kill
a deer with high powered rifle in December. Then you also want to allow crossbows into archery
season, there's a huge advantage to using a crossbow over a compound. If someone is healthy
why is there a need for crossbows? Seems to me it comes down to catering to crossbow
companies pushing their product. On top of all this not one thing is done to limit nonresidents,
I'm so sick and tired of hearing "people like to come home and hunt". All the states surrounding
us do something to keep nonresident numbers in check. All the over the counter, low price tags
for nonresidents do is take away from the tax paying resident in the form of ground being leased
up by the nonresidents or by outfitters. I'd gladly give up my free landowner tags if nonresidents
were limited. A November gun season, crossbows, OTC tags for nonresidents, who comes up
this stuff? Want to save more bucks too? quit letting spikes with 3 inches of antler get tagged as
an antlerless, it's still a buck. If people can follow a 4 pt rule surely they can identify their target
before killing it. Everybody I've dealt with at the MDC has been very courteous and helpful but
some of the stuff that gets proposed is unreal.

RE: Limiting archery antlered deer to one. | practice quality deer management on our 337 acres
in Pike County, investing thousands of dollars into plots, stands, TSI, supplements, minerals,
soil, etc. | do this because of the strategies we can use to maximize our chances of harvesting
mature bucks in the early season, rut, and through the late season. Taking away the ability to
harvest a mature buck with bow during the rut in the early portion of archery season, and then
again in the late season, takes away half the season for the serious deer manager and bow hunter.
I learned this season that the "late™ season bow hunting for mature whitetail is some of the most
challenging hunting of any animal, anywhere. I do not want to lose that because | choose to take
a buck during the rut in early November. Please do not limit archers to one buck. Not only will it
diminish the wonderful experience of a long season of hunting, it will alter the food we plant to
keep mature bucks on our farm during late season and reduce our hunting hours overall,
substantially. This will affect the herd overall because there is no sense in investing in food for
late season hunting. | think it is a real bonus to be able to segment our season into three seasons:
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two archery and one firearm, with the ability to extend firearms to muzzle loader for both doe
management and a second chance at a mature buck if we failed during the regular portion of
firearms. RE 2nd Youth Portion. I think it is a good idea to move the youth portion up, but not to
the tail end of the rut. This will undoubtedly have a great impact on buck management than any
limitation which MDC might make on archers. Move the late portion to the day first weekend
after Christmas. All kids are off school. Many parents take time off work. There is still plenty of
deer movement. You are not in any rut period. And the kids can test out their new weapons and
gear from Santa. Your other changes look good to foster hunting and keep the herd healthy and
balanced.

The crossbow is not a form archery. It is just as easy to shoot as a rifle and does not require
anywhere near the amount a skill a compound or other sort of bow requires. It should not be
included in the archery season. Don't limit the number of bucks we can take during archery
season either.

Crossbows should be allowed. 2 bucks a year total. 1 during archery and 1 during rifle season.
Yes reduce all the firearm seasons. Implement the 4 pt rule again in Chariton Co.

I disagree with changes from 10 days to 9; I actually think it should be longer. I also think bait
should be allowed why can people that have money plant corn and hunt over it, and I cannot buy
a bag of corn and pour it out; the stores should not be allowed to sell it if it is illegal. | would
love to know the reason behind this. The playing field is not fair when it comes to this. | think
changes need to be made to make it fair.

I couldn't be more disappointed in these proposals, absolutely absurd!! It's amazing how the mdc
continues to cater to the gun hunter, only for the sole desire to sell tags and make money. You
have a chance to move the gun season out of the heart of the rut but I doubt you will make the
change because it's not the popular decision. As a bowhunter I am very upset about the one buck
proposal, as if bowhunting wasn't hard enough, now if we do shoot a buck in early November we
are pretty much done for the year and have no motivation to get outdoors in the late season. You
will get a lot of opposition from this proposed change I'm sure. You already have the youth hunt
in the rut as well and a lot of friends of mine can't even bowhunt the best weekend because they
have to take the kids out hunting, consider making the youth hunt in late October? Thanksgiving
weekend was always a bowhunting weekend for me and now you want to put all the kids out
there again? Come on you guys! Wake up! One youth hunt is plenty, enough already! I couldn't
be more disappointed with your proposals and I'm losing faith in the MDC every season that
goes by. The one buck with a bow will be the worst decision you ever make, there will be no
incentive to hunt late season with archery. Quit catering to the guns and do what’s right for our
deer herd. I wish I was an lowa resident, | would leave this joke of a state and hunt a state where
they understand how to do it right!

I am very disappointed with the proposed regulation changes. | was very excited and optimistic
when | learned MDC was considering moving firearms season back a week. | understand this is
not popular with a lot of hunters but let's do what's best for the deer herd! As if it were not
enough that we allow high power rifles during gun season, MO also allows their hunters to use
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them right smack dab in the prime rut when the bucks are most vulnerable. In actuality, MO
hunters would still be hunting whitetails in the primary rut; they would only be doing so after
most of the breeding has taken place. This will certainly preserve some of MOs higher age class
bucks helping to make MO deer hunting even better in the future. What would be the harm in at
least trying it? Perhaps MO hunters could enjoy hunting the same age-class bucks our neighbors
in IA, IL, and KS are hunting! The other main problem I have with the proposed changes is
limiting bow hunters to just 1 buck. Should a bowhunter be lucky enough to harvest a buck in the
1st half of archery season, what incentive would he/she have to even hunt late archery season
knowing there's no chance to shoot a good buck should he/she be lucky enough to see one. | can't
believe there's a significant enough number of bucks being harvested by bowhunters in late
season to warrant such a restrictive rule. | certainly appreciate the opportunity to harvest does in
late season with my bow but I think I speak for a majority of bowhunters when | say that | just
won't hunt late season if there's no chance to shoot a buck. Aren't we trying to promote hunting?!
If MDC is worried about over-harvesting of bucks should they really be concentrating on
bowhunters? If MDC feels strongly that hunters should only harvest 2 bucks, perhaps they
should allow the hunter to choose if it will be 2 bucks by bow or 1 by bow and I by gun.

Thank you, D.K.

Not a fan of crossbow use during Archery portion without a medical waiver. | feel the added
skill to within range, get drawn and then make an ethical shot warrants its own season. This
turns archery season in to a glorified shorter range gun season.

Keep the 2 bucks per archery tag. It gives people who are lucky enough to shoot a buck in the
early season to come back for late season hunting and keep spending money in the great state of
Missouri. Or how about an option of purchasing a second buck tag at a reduced rate say another
100.00 dollars.

Very disappointing MDC would want to limit bowhunters to one antlered tag per season.
Furthermore, if Missouri is serious about becoming a big buck state then push rifle season back
one more week. Letting gun hunters pound antlered bucks with high power affects the buck
population more than bowhunters ever will. I know moving rifle season back one week would
not be a popular move with the gun hunters, but overall more bucks would make the season.

How many bow hunters kill 2 bucks? I have not killed any the last 2 years but if you think you
should reduce my number to 1 and keep the gun season "SMACK " in the middle of the rut - "
you are going to have issues" with us bow hunters. Your slob gun hunters don't have to work
hard for anything and massacre so many and now you want to take it out on us!? Bad idea-
Firearm S-Su-Monday over done. Firearm S - Su- Monday before Thanksgiving - done over 6
days not 9 continuous days so them slob gun hunters can massacre all the petty little two year old
bucks. Better yet spread it out between gun & alternative to 4 - different 3 day weekends and let
bow run continuous. | have so much more- No on the youth right after Thanksgiving - youth
should be 3 days mid Oct. S-S-M - don't give an unfair advantage by starting on a Friday and
2nd season mid-December but beware! Many slob gun hunters use this for themselves! Buying a
tag for a kid that's never shot a gun do they can kill another two year old buck?
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NO crossbows - this is a hard decision because | have two men in my nuisance group Suburban
Bowhunters that use one BUT 1 think hunters have enough opportunities to hunt and this will
only allow slob gun hunters or urban property owners more opportunities to kill more bucks ?
Which is what you are trying to eliminate? For us bow hunters

I have no issues with any of the amendments except for allowing crossbows into archery season.
Crossbows are great for those unable to use a bow but would greatly reduce the animal’s chance
of survival if everyone had the opportunity to use a crossbow. | also believe more mature does
would be harvested hurting future deer numbers.

I do not like these changes. And would like to keep the seasons similar to this year.

Antlerless season changes are a good idea. But the other changes are a joke because the will do
little to change the herd dynamics of Missouri deer population. None of the proposed changes do
enough to effect anything. Except allowing crossbows. Why allow crossbows during archery
season. If a person wants to hunt with a crossbow they can use them during regular rifle season,
alternative methods season, and during managed hunts. Also you can get a crossbow permit if
you’re disabled. There is no need for more crossbow seasons. Why do you guys act like you
want to change regulations for the betterment of the heard when you have no intentions of
making any beneficial changes like moving the rifle season back a couple weeks or doing
management by regions and not state wide. Or limiting the number of bucks nonresidents can kill
to 1 like every other state. Why don’t you guys quit messing around and make some changes that
will work to change Missouri for the better? Quit going to work just to collect a check and do
something that’s going to do some good for Missouri's deer heard and MO hunters.

Saw the proposed changes. Would rather have four point rule throughout state. Move rifle season
out of the rut. Move youth season up a week. Allow now hunters two bucks. I spend a lot of
money and time on food plots and land management; | don't want to spend the late season
freezing looking for doe. Archery hunters are not taking that many bucks in the late season.
Moving the rifle season out of the rut and state wide four point rule would put Missouri on par
with Illinois.

I was disappointed in some of the possible changes proposed by MDC. | feel the following
would benefit Missouri deer herd and hunters. Reduce antler less tags. Move rifle portion out of
the rut. Archery hunters do not harvest that great number of bucks to warrant a loss of buck tag
after the rifle portion. 4 point antler restriction state wide. Move the youth portion up a week
Thanks.

Love the idea you will have way more bowl hunters by allowing crossbows especially the over
50 age group

Reduce to 1 deer is not good

All of it sounds good except the fact that you are leaving firearms season where it is at. Of course
gun hunters don't want to change the timing because it is when they can take the most bucks.
Deer populations are in decline around my area and if you don't move firearms season it will
continue to drop. The next thing you need to fix is telecheck. This is an honest boys system and
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you should know very well that there are some very dishonest people out there. For every deer
you have called in on telecheck I'd say there is one to two not called in. Go back to check in
stations.

I do not understand why if you claim our deer herd numbers are declining you would propose to
allow crossbows throughout the entire archery season. By allowing crossbows you are
encouraging a higher deer harvest during archery season but yet you claim our deer herd is
down. I spend over 100 days a year in the field bowhunting and have but noticed any decline in
deer numbers so I don't buy it. I also dislike the idea of only allowing one buck per season |
believe the 4 point restrictions in most areas are forcing hunters to harvest bucks of older age
classes which is helpful to the population. I don't think that only allowing one buck a Year would
do anything to help your cause.

Limiting archery to 1 buck would be a disaster for the doe herd In urban areas. Most hunters
after that second buck will opportunistically take does while there in a tree.

Firearms Season Changes: Keep the current timing of the November portion but DONT reduce
the length. If I wasn’t a bow hunter | would suggest moving the November portion up a week
earlier. Yes, extent the youth portion to 3 days. Archery Season Changes: ¢Yes, allow crossbows
as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. I think this will get more kids and
women involved. *No, DONT reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1.
Archery season is pretty long. | would say most people end up using one of those any-deer tags
on a doe anyway. | purchase the antlerless archery tag and almost always end up eating that
second any-deer tag. However, | need that tag so | can continue hunting for that big buck.

I think the limiting of doe season is a good idea until the population reaches the ideal number.
The limiting of bucks on the archers is not a good idea. he number of hunters that harvest two
bucks is not very high. The idea of a second buck after gun season keeps some archers out in the
field (which adds to the economy). One possible solution would be to make it two archery
seasons and being able to purchase an any deer tag for each season.

Move the firearm season to the first part of December so we don't gun hunt in the rut. Just like
the states around us. 9 days is long enough gun season. Eliminate the doe season. No crossbows
and only one buck with a archery tag. Move the late season youth hunt to November

Not exactly why these changes are being considered. Unless the population is drastically
dropping, which last | checked it really wasn't by any means, why knock down the Antlered days
and the antlerless? And why reduce the antlered tags for bowhunters and adding in crossbows?
I'm a bow hunter, | value a skill that most people either don't have the patience to master or find
too difficult. Why punish those that have been hunting for a long time this way? As it looks, the
new proposed regulations re being written to limit the number of deer taken, as if there is a worry
about the deer population numbers. Then why add in an effective weapon such as a crossbow
during the archery session? I'm not sure where that regulation would fit into the other proposals
considering it seems the goal is to limit deer harvested. | don't have an issue with eliminating the
urban portions are looking at the statistics it does not seem that too many deer are harvested this
way currently. My main thought is, if we down grade the days we can hunt and the amount of
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deer we can harvest, and thus in turn most likely increase the deer population, aren't we just
going to once again end up with a high population that is going to cause hazards to driving etc.
Which will once again mean resolutions to the current conservation regulations in years to come,
meaning we have this argument all over again. My argument is: is the current system broken or
flawed? If not, leave it be.

I cannot say | really prefer the proposed new regulations. As a deer hunter that has limited time
already, limiting the November portion makes no sense to me. | understand many hunters are
able to go out opening weekend, but there have been many times | am not able to and having as
much time as possible to get my deer is crucial. | also bow hunt, and use black powder to try and
extend my season. Then there is a proposal to limit the numbered of antlered deer that can be
taken during bow season, and adding crossbows. | am not very fond of that idea either. |
understand MDC wants more hunters, but taking away my opportunity to but more meat in the
freezer so another guy can kill a deer does not seem fair to me. If they want a longer season, they
can learn to shoot with a compound bow. If the antlerless portion is shortened then | feel as
though alternative methods should be lengthened to compensate. | do not understand trying to
limit the number of deer a hunter can take, but trying to attract more people to the sport, seems
rather counter intuitive if you ask me. The only idea | agree with is the youth season extension,
however, | will not support that if the number of tags they can purchase increases. | feel as
though it would behoove all hunters in the state of Missouri if we find another way to manage
deer.

Limiting us to only one archery antlered deer is a huge turn off to me. Having the opportunity to
harvest two antlered deer keeps me in the field during the entire archery season. This also allows
me more opportunities to harvest more antlerless deer with more time in the field. I would be less
likely to spend more time pursuing antlerless deer if I harvest my buck early in the season. |
would support the change if | would be able to use an unfilled firearms tag in the second part of
the archery season. This would still limit me to two antlered deer if | would be that fortunate and
would allow me to enjoy the late season archery hunting.

Move gun season after the rut and don't destroy archery season with crossbows.

I agree with all of the proposed changes to the deer season starting in 2016. These seem like
common sense changes to help restore our deer population. | especially like the expansion of
cross bows into archery season.

I like all of the proposed changes to the firearms season.

Instead of reducing the antlered deer limit to 1 and allowing crossbows, keep the 2 antlered deer
limit, but only allow 1 with a crossbow.

I hunted public land that is archery only, and heard about 5 gunshots on the property while 1 was
bow hunting. I'm not sure what the penalty or punishment is for this, but I think if you are caught
doing that, you should have your permit privilege suspended for 1 year, have to pay a $500.00
fine, and have to pay $25.00 extra for each permit you get for the rest of your life.

I don't believe that the youth portion should be extended. | think it should be eliminated.
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I believe the allowance of crossbows during the archery season is a great idea. It will allow more
hunters who have physical issues to hunt without seeking special permission.

The youth season move to the Thanksgiving weekend is also a good move.

I think the shortened seasons are OK but the standard portion should be moved a week earlier.

I think instead of only allowing one buck for archery season you should allow people to use their
firearms antlered tag in the second portion of archery season if it was not filled during firearms
season.

Reducing the November portion to 9 days is a great idea and season timing should stay the same
as proposed. | understand reducing the antlerless portion, but question the rationale behind
expanding the late youth season. | believe one youth season would be sufficient and hunting
opportunities would be better spread across all hunters for any late antlerless portions. Why not
make the antlerless portion 4 days like the urban season. Youth and adult hunters alike can take
advantage of this season. The early youth season is a great opportunity to allow new hunters to
hunt without the pressure of regular deer season. | will greatly miss the urban zone antlerless
season as it was a great opportunity to harvest a deer early in the season allowing me to be more
selective during the November portion. | realize this is a personal benefit and understand the
rationale behind eliminating the special season since it had little impact. Has the State considered
limiting hunters to just one antlered deer across all methods, and/or limiting the total number of
deer harvest across all methods per hunter? Only exception would be land owners wishing to
reduce deer populations with the assistance of the MDC. Crossbows during archery season is a
gray area for me, however if the majority of hunters support the change then I am supportive, but
I think hunters should be limited to one antlered deer and a total number harvested across all
methods. | believe adding crossbow during archery season will significantly increase harvest and
participation rates. | also have concerns of increased wounding of animals with crossbows.
Overall the MDC has done an excellent job of managing the State's wildlife. Having hunted out
of state in several western states; one greatly appreciates the quality of the MDC. Thanks, D.

I agree with all the proposed deer season changes except for allowing crossbows for archery
season. | have hunted during the archery season for quite a few years. | always thought it
required more hunting ability, skill and time in the field than gun hunting. I took pride in
accomplishing this. Now if crossbows are allowed for everyone to use during archery season, it
takes some of these skills and time out of the picture. In addition if one of the reasons to reduce
the two bucks down to one per year for archery is to increase the mature bucks, in my opinion
allowing hunters to use crossbows will make the opposite effect. While the number of bow
hunters and shot accuracy increase with the crossbow usage, the number of deer taken will likely
increase. It appears to me that a crossbow is similar to a short range rifle. I know the crossbows
are necessary for some disabled hunters but I still believe that the crossbows should not be legal
for everyone during the archery season.

I agree with the proposed changes for the 2015-16 deer season. | encourage you to keep the
harvests high in the CWD area.

I agree with all of the proposals except the lengthening of the youth season




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 83

I am all for the changes to get our deer population back on tract. also I think the cross bow in
archery season is a plus.

| agree with all the new proposed regulations and the reasoning. We need to get our deer herds
back up to where they were a few years ago. The past 3-5 yrs. we have not seen many deer in
northern Chariton county and southern Macon county where we hunt.

Thanks, M.B.

I believe the deer season is adequate as is and allows for an adequate management of the heard.
I believe the youth season should be extended to allow youth an ample opportunity to enjoy the
hunt. | believe that increasing nonresident permits would harm local business and decrease
revenues, further I believe that landowner tags should apply and be available to residents and
nonresidents as that would increase the hunter base. Even a landowner tag at a discounted fee
for nonresidents should be considered as it would ultimately benefit the state financially.

FIREARMS: 1) Change Nov from 11 days to 9 days. | am OK with this. 2) expand and move
late youth firearms. I am OK with this. 3) Reduce length of antlerless seasons. | am OK with this
4) Eliminate Urban zones portion. | am not affected by this, thus OK. ARCHERY: 1) Allowing
crossbows. I am adamantly OPPOSED to this. Archery requires a skill. Crossbows are merely
put scope crosshairs on target and pull a trigger. Same as gun, just shorter range. 2) Reducing
antlered deer from two to one. | am adamantly OPPOSED to this. | have never killed two, but |
have the OPPORTUNITY TO HUNT. How many hunters actually kill two? It couldn't save that
many bucks, but reduces opportunity for every hunter that has killed one buck.

I am in favor of all changes except using crossbows during archery season. Those with physical
limitations may already get a permit to use a crossbow. The rest of us should continue to use
standard archery equipment if we wish to challenge ourselves by hunting during archery season.
Rifle seasons are for those who do not want that challenge.

Please, just leave it alone.

I am for shortening rifle. 1 am for shortening (or eliminating) doe season. | don't mind
crossbows, but won't use unless medically necessary. | am fine with reducing buck limit to 2, but
would prefer a 2 buck limit, with the stipulation that only one can be taken with firearm allowing
2 by archery if possible. I am a trophy hunter, and a meat hunter. 1 shoot does for meat, usually.

I think starting to move firearms season later would be a plus for trophy hunting, and would not
hurt anyone wanting meat. | am a non-resident landowner. Approximately 400 acres in two
counties. | pay more taxes than many residents, yet use few services. | believe that non-residents,
especially landowners, should not be persecuted in the way of license fees. | invest lots of money
in my property and habitat, and try to be a good steward of Missouri land. It would be nice to
revisit the non-resident land owner tags, 1/2 of non-resident. I would love to see the cost of a
hunting license reduced for all, including non-residents. | would love to start more youth, but the
kids I would take are all from Indiana, and its cost prohibitive. 1 would also like for my wife to
begin hunting with me, but she doesn't want to pay the high price of the non-resident tag.

I want to thank the MDC, I hunt/fish all over the country as time and money allows. You are
unequalled as Conservation Agency. Continue to protect your citizens’ resource. Thank you.
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In favor of all regulations until population is back to normal levels.

I support adding crossbows to archery season. Several of my friends have gotten older and
struggle shooting accurately with a bow. This would allow them the option of still hunting during
archery season and minimizing the risk of deer being injured and escaping. | have experienced
shoulder issues and would like to take up archery but my doctor thinks it may create problems
(my shoulder like to pop out of joint) that would have to be fixed by surgery. Crossbow hunting
would allow me to spend time in the field during archery season that normally | don't have an
opportunity to hunt.

Because | am getting older, I am in favor of allowing crossbows during archery seasons. 1 also
support the other proposed changes. Thank you all for your hard work on behalf of wildlife and
habitats in Missouri.

I am in favor of allowing crossbow use in archery season. | have had two rotator cuff surgeries
and | am not able to use a regular bow. | am in favor of shorter seasons and limits when
conditions warrant this.

I agree w/ all the proposed changes

I am for the shorting of November portion to 9 days. Crossbows allowed is good. Moving youth
season u is a plus all the way around and lengthen it to 3 days also let the kids shoot unlimited
doe. Kids love to hunt the more time you can keep them out and interested the better our hunting
future will be.

I please let me know the reasoning behind eliminating the Urban Zone hunt isn’t there too many
deer in the Urban Zones? Also why expand the youth hunt? | agree with shortening the overall
firearms season. | do not agree with reducing the antlerless season to 3 days unless there is
specific biological evidence that there are not enough does. My experience in the woods and as a
hunter is that there are not enough mature bucks. Thank you for your efforts

We own over 2000 acres here in McDonald county and we are very avid hunters in the last
several years we have noticed our deer population to decline dramatically because of the number
of doe tags given out. We try and manage all our properties for great deer and turkey hunting so
it's not us hurting the deer it's all the neighbors filling every tag they have we need to limit the
tags given out like Kansas lowa and all the other great deer hunting states. One buck tag is all
that needs to be given out until our deer number come back. Also we need an antler restriction in
place state wide. Rifle season needs moved back one week so that our mature bucks are breeding
several doe and not getting shot. Would love to talk more about this feel free to contact me.

I am AGAINST shortening the deer firearms season from the current 12 days to 9. I'm also
AGAINST shortening the antlerless portion of the deer firearms season from the current 12 days
to 3 days. | do FAVOR expansion of the youth portion of the deer firearms season to 3 days.

The proposal "eliminate the urban portion” of the deer firearms season is vague, and it needs
further elaboration. Not enough information has been provided to be able to form an opinion, one
way or the other. | am fearful that completely eliminating the urban portion of the deer firearms
season will not only have a negative impact on the annual deer harvest, but will also put
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motorists at a higher risk for damage and injuries (and even deaths) from collisions with a higher
population of urban deer. For the archery portion of the deer season, I'm in FAVOR of allowing
crossbows as a legal method. I'm also in FAVOR of limiting/reducing the number of antlered
deer from two to one during the deer archery season. Additionally, I'm in FAVOR of
limiting/reducing the number of antlerless deer taken during the archery season to one.

I agree with all of them except the cross bow for archery. To me it is a gun. Not much skill. |
hunt in Callaway county and our deer numbers are down. Hardly any does. Really need to cut
back on the number taken. Without does there won't be bucks. I haven't shot a deer in years. I'm
not so worried about killing one like I used too but even | have a hard time putting the hours in
the woods when you don't see any. | have 2 daughters that hunt youth and by the time the Jan
late season gets here it am normally super cold or they have lost interest. It’s not the same as it
used to be. I understand we had disease badly a few years ago but I think the unlimited doe
harvest didn't help either.

I don't see an issue with the 9 days, Sat to the next sun for rifle. I would like the youth to back in
Jan and rifle doe hunting in Jan as well. 1 disagree with the doe firearms portion from 12 days to
3. I'm fine with the archery season changes.

I think all the regs listed are great the way they are other than I believe crossbows should be
allowed during archery season.

Agree with all changes proposed.

As a landowner and a praticer of QDMA | believe that the shortened 9 day season will have little
impact. Aside from a small decline in the overall total of kills. In my opinion to have a positive
effect it would have to be shortened to a 5 day season allowing only one weekend during the
firearms season. A longer season would be welcomed if the seasoned were push back out of the
peak rut, late November or December. After 11 days of gun pressure it takes the deer several
weeks to return to normal movement. It is also very hard to grow a 4+ yr. old mature buck. It
seems the majority of the three yr. olds we see get killed during that 11 day season. | completely
support a 1 buck any weapon for the entire season. Kentucky has had good success with this rule
and their rifle season is during peak breeding time. This is especially important if crossbows are
made legal during archery season. This will allow more hunters in the woods during archery
season and more opportunity to harvest immature bucks. I do not support crossbow during
archery season. Thanks for taking the time to listen. K.

Instead of stopping the urban season consider lengthen it to allow more time to harvest does in
the overpopulated areas.

I think all the season changes will be great! | support them all. I do wish you would hold some of
the public meeting somewhere closer to Salem me, I'd love to attend but everything is 2 hours or
further away. Seems like the opinions of people who live in rural areas (who are generally all
hunters) don’t matter?

I do not see anything | do not agree with, as a deer hunter | have noticed a lot less deer in my
area and have to think that has something to do with all of the tags being sold. I also agree with
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the crossbow being legal during bow season because after a shoulder injury I haven't been able to
pull back and hold my bow and | would love to be able to go during bow season again.

I would hate to see a one antlered deer limit for archery, instead | would like to see two antlered
deer before firearm season. | also don't think crossbows should be classified the same as long
bow or compound bow, | think youth season should stay in current month. A lot of people look
forward to a late hunt. I would also like to see a deer season in our state parks, at least a draw
season. Long over do, | only killed one buck this season with a bow, but knowing | could harvest
another kept me hunting and spending quality time in the woods. thanks, for listening,. R.S.

I really like the proposed changes you are making this year. | appreciate you not changing the
regular deer firearm season in 2015 and hope it remains the same beyond 2016.

Absolutely do not allow crossbows during archery season. That is why they are included in
alternative season.

I agree with all proposed changes. | feel the use of crossbows will both help with new hunter
recruitment and keeping older aged or injured hunters hunting. 2nd youth season after
thanksgiving is a no-brainer, all the moms are shopping anyway.

I would hate to see a one antlered deer limit for archery, instead | would like to see two antlered
deer before firearm season. | also don't think crossbows should be classified the same as long
bow or compound bow, | think youth season should stay in current month. A lot of people look
forward to a late hunt., I would also like to see a deer season in our state parks, at least a draw
season. long over do, | only killed one buck this season with a bow, but knowing I could harvest
another kept me hunting and spending quality time in the woods. thanks, for listening. R.S.

Crossbows should be included with muzzle loader not archery. Non-Resident Landowners
should at least receive a discount on tag fees, if not free. Antler minimums should continue. Get
the licenses built into a credit card like system, eliminate the individual tags that continually get
lost or damaged.

First, let me thank you for all that you have and continue to do for our state. I'm saddened by our
legislators proposing bills this session that would limit your good work or limit your revenue.
Per changes above, I'm fine with most, but wanted to pitch in on the Urban Zone and the Archery
changes. With the Urban Zone elimination, that would put pressure on those of us who have
limited time to take off work to 2 weekends instead of 3. And while | hear the comment that
some cities are limiting hunting methods, | hunt in an Urban Zone that is unincorporated but
within a mile of an interstate, so this issue does not apply to me. So why change a rule for
something that is not causing an issue to anyone? What harm is it to keep it as is? If Chesterfield
says no firearms, why does that need to then cause MDC to take away this season from Boone
County? I'm also not in favor of going from 1 buck to 2 bucks in archery. Most hunters I know
will harvest the first legal buck seen. The only 'selectivity' is whether it is legal or not. This was
given as the reason. However, | think your practice will limit hunting opportunities and days in
the field, which in turns hurts small businesses that rely on hunting. Please do not change this.
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I agree 100+% with the new regulation changes and the reasons behind them. Antler restrictions
should be gotten rid of as well. A trophy should be in the eye of the hunter. As the size of our
bucks grow so do leases and lost hunting ground for average citizens thus hunter numbers will
decline.(l own/am trustee for 1000 acres so this does not affect me but | have seen multiple
times).

Shortening the firearms seasons is a good thing, but I'd like to see it moved to later in November
too. | personally think youth season should be totally done away with; | do not think it does
anything to promote a lifelong hunter or tradition of families hunting together. | do agree with
the antlerless and urban proposal. I do not think crossbows should be allowed for the archery
season. One buck is fine. I agree with CA area proposal.

As | noted earlier, | am opposed to crossbows in archery season. HOWEVER, bending to
MDC's reasons for allowing crossbows, | would support allowing those 16 and under, plus those
65 and older, to use crossbows. Allowing everyone to use a scoped, trigger pull crossgun would
dramatically increase the archery kill. On the only one buck with archery - instead, how about a
2 buck maximum by any method rule? Thus if | pass on bucks with a gun, I can continue to hunt
with a bow for a second buck. This would allow me to keep the hunting opportunity | have now.

I diffidently against reducing firearms season to 9 days. I'm in favor of allowing crossbows
during archery season.

The state south and east doesn't charge Missourian near the same amount for non-residents and
only can get one deer, no turkey or anything. These states should charge you the same price. I try
to come up to hunt with my son and if I hunt for one deer and one turkey it's nearly five hundred
dollars plus gas and groceries. | just want to hunt with my son a few more years.

Crossbows should NOT be allowed as a legal method during bow season.

I am indifferent on the Antlerless and Rifles season changes listed above. However, | 100%
disagree with the proposed youth season changes, crossbow, and archery buck harvest
reductions. As an avid bowhunter, | feel that these regulations GREATLY impede on
bowhunters and are giving the upper hand to youth/rifle hunters. | don't agree with the stance to
allow crossbows and lower archery hunters' buck tags and | also disagree with changing the 2nd
youth season. By allowing the 2nd youth on the end of Nov, you are once again hurting the
archery hunters. Bowhunters already are selective in MO due to only being able to shoot 1 buck
prior to rifle season. I don't think | have even shot 2 bucks with my bow, but it does allow
bowhunters the chance during late season if they filled their early season buck tag.

Maybe only one buck may be taken on either side of rifle season (i.e., you can't shoot 2 bucks
after rifle) 1 have preached about how well MO's seasons are set and would hate to see new
regulations stifle the wonderful deer hunting we have.

I am not in favor of limiting the archer limit from 2 bucks to 1. This seems like an option you
have come up with based on the fact that if you change the methods to allow crossbows you will
have more deer harvested and more hunters in the woods. | am in favor of Crossbows but believe
it should be a total different season / tag. If adding another season (Crossbow) is a concern
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because of to many bucks harvested. Maybe consider going to a tagging method like Alabama.
Where you are allowed a total of 3 bucks per season. It doesn't matter which method is used as
long as they are taken during the correct season. Meaning if you only bow hunt you could take 3
bucks during bow season, then you are done. Just another opinion. Thanks for listening.

I like everything except the antlerless portion. | understand reducing the number of harvest days.
I would rather see it cover two weekends for the people like me who work every other weekend
and may not be able to get the one weekend off I need for the antlerless portion. | would like to
see it just cover the first two weekends of December.

While I am not a resident of Missouri, | own 150 acres there and hunt every deer and turkey
season. | would ask that if the public does want to increase non-resident fees, some
accommodations be made for non-resident landowners like it used to be. That said, | agree with
all of the other proposals except the youth weekend. The youth weekend is generally just a
weekend to extend Daddy's season and is horribly abused. The 2 proposals | STRONGLY agree
with are keeping the rifle season date where it is and allowing crossbows for the archery season.
I also like reducing the doe harvest and reducing the buck harvest to 1 archery buck.

I think all of the proposed changes are good ones except for adding crossbows to archery
seasons. Crossbows have scopes and triggers and therefore belong in firearms seasons. | strongly
disagree with any allowance for crossbows in archery seasons.

I am in favor of allowing crossbows during archery season. I think the Youth season should be
longer than 5 days total. Children are the future of our sport and they should have more than just
2 weekends to get a deer. They should have at least 8 days to hunt (2 in Sept; 2 in Oct; 2 in Nov
and 2 in Dec) This will allow plenty of opportunities for those children that participate in other
activities. I am in favor of the changes in fewer antlerless archery permits. The antler less season
should still run a full week with the same harvest limits. I think you should limit the legal harvest
of bucks to 1(one) per hunter per year regardless of method taken. So, if a hunter takes a buck
during archery season, then he or she can't take another buck the remainder of the year. This will
allow more bucks to grow to mature size preferred by most hunters.

I am in favor of all proposed regulation changes. I hunt deer in Howard county every fall with a
rifle and bow and have noticed the steep decline in populations, beginning 3-4 years ago.

Crossbows should be left off the list of legal use for bow season. Restrictions on use should not
change.

Make it like KS one antlered deer per year and a four point rule state wide. Ok with changing the
season dates. Make the joining states pay the same as they charge us.

| agree with the proposed changes other than raising the non-resident permit fee. If you cut the
length of the firearms season, I'm paying more per day to hunt even if you leave the permit fee
the same. $225 is about my limit to where | buy a tag or not. If it goes higher, | might have to
skip deer hunting or only hunt every other year.

Firearms Season: Reducing the November portion to 9 days is OK. Expanding the Youth portion
and shifting it to Thanksgiving weekend is a great idea. No preference on the antlerless and
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urban zones portions. Archery Season: Allowing crossbows is good. Reducing the antlered deer
to 1 is very good. Conservation Area Regs: I always agree with MDC on Conservation area
regulations

Hello, I’'m a landowner in Ste. Genevieve Co. and a very serious deer hunter and manager. Our
area around Bloomsdale has seen drastic improvement in overall deer quality since the antler
restriction was put into effect and people started practicing QDM. Other than the EHD outbreak
and too many does being killed, the deer herd remains pretty strong and the age class of bucks
has improved. However, | do not see things getting any better than they are now unless things
change. The November firearm season is the biggest reason for this. It is too long and timed
wrong. Look around the Midwest at the best deer hunting states of lowa, Illinois and Kansas,
they do not have their firearm seasons right in the middle of the rut. That's why they have more
and bigger deer. Missouri young bucks are being hunted at their absolute most vulnerable time,
and most get killed before they ever reach maturity. So yes, reducing the length will help, but the
firearm season needs moved to late November or reduced to about 5-6 days. Adding another
youth season after Thanksgiving is a terrible idea. Our deer herd just had to withstand an 11 day
firearm season and now you want thousands more to be killed by the youths a week later? Heck
no. Youths already have a great thing going with their current season in early November. | have
two kids that will be hunters and I still do not like this idea. As far as the archery regulations, I'm
a real advocate of archery season because that's when the most serious deer hunters actually
participate. Crossbows are becoming a huge part of the archery industry and sooner or later every
state will probably adopt them, so why not Missouri. | don't think adding crossbows will really
change much. When it comes to archery hunting, you either like to be out there or you don't, I
don't think crossbows will equal many additional archery hunters like most people do. On the
antlered deer restriction from two to one, please do not do this. I've honestly never met one
single hunter who has filled all three of their possible buck tags in MO in my 25 years of
hunting. | do not think the 2 archery buck permits is a problem. Again, it's the rifle season that
kills off most bucks in this state, not archery season. One last thing. Almost every neighboring
state around us charges an arm and a leg or makes you draw to even hunt deer in their state.
Meanwhile, MO is like an open flood gate for non-residents to come over and kill MO deer. If
you are worried about MO deer populations, this is the first place to start in my opinion. Require
a nonresident to draw or fork out $500 like we have to do if we go to another state. Never
understood why MO was so passive on this issue considering how the neighboring states treat
non-residents. Sorry for the rant, but I truly care about MO deer hunting and don't want to see
things change for the worse. Regards, D.W.

I think we should go back to checking in our deer instead of calling them in I think a lot more
bucks are being killed than are being called in. Also I think we should go back to the draw
system for bucks for a year or two to build up the herd. Then shorten Archery season it is way
too long & limit doe tags to 3 per hunter no matter what season it is Archery /Rifle / Black
powder you only get 3 a year total.
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I support any changes recommended by the professionals whose responsibility it is to make these
decisions in the best interest of the resource and those that rely upon it. | would like to shoot 2
bucks (although I never have) but if the biologists say it's better for the population to not allow
this 1 will comply. I would like more than 3 days to shoot a doe but if the biologists say we need
to cut it back for the sake of the herd, I will comply. | will say that anyone that is opposed to
crossbows during archery season has never shot one. The only advantage that a crossbow offers
is that you don't have to draw it. With today’s technology most vertical bow shooters can
outshoot horizontal bow shooters especially at longer distances. Restrictions are to be put in
place to protect the resource not to protect someone’s ideology of who a bowhunter is or isn't or
to keep the crowds at bay. I'll let the accountants decide what the best price is for an out-of-state
license. | would be in favor of what collects the most revenue and that is not always an increase
in price.

| feel none of the changes under consideration are positive. Allowing crossbows as a method
during archery season is the worst idea | have ever heard.

I agree with every one of the proposed changes. Excellent.

I do not think it is fair to reduce our archery antlered tag to one antlered deer a year. | have yet to
harvest an antlered deer, but I hunt on both public and private land. I like knowing | have an
opportunity to harvest a deer on both lands where I hunt and not risk knowing that if | shoot one
I will have to hold out. Having both any deer tags in my pockets forces me to buy antlerless tags,
which generates more money for you as an agency. | like having both any deer tags, seeing as an
archer my chance at harvesting a legal white-tailed buck is slim. I put more time into the stand
than rifle hunters and yet you wish to reduce our tag limit? I do not see how this is fair and what
is the just reason on doing so? | would love to hear your reasoning on wanting to limit our tags.
Is it using to rifle hunters complaints? Our deer herd is healthy, growing stronger and making a
comeback after our blue tongue scare two and three years ago. | would appreciate hearing what
you have to say regarding the reason on wanting to limit our antlered deer tags to one for
archery. Thank you for your time.

I would like to see the antler size restriction dropped, especially for landowners! This restriction
allows for more smaller antlered bucks to breed than without the restriction anyway, defeating
the purpose of it!

Landowner tags should be issued by the number of acres owned. If owning 75 acres gives you
so many tags then why wouldn't owning double the acres equate to double the tags?

Sounds like a good idea but something even better would be to split the firearms regular season
into two different weekends like Illinois and that would help as well. This would also help
landowners with trespassers taking deer illegally from their farms during the week which is a
huge problem as well. I don't think we should allow crossbows to every archery hunter but
possibly allow adults over the age of 60. I'm ok with the late season moved to after
Thanksgiving. | am also ok with the one buck during archery season. Another suggestion would
be to be chang muzzloaders to REAL primitive weapons not the rifle like accuracy of the current
muzzloaders. 9 day deer season is fine with me.
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I don't think we should shorten the length of the firearms season, many hunters take
Thanksgiving week off from work and hunt on Monday and Tuesday, typically the last two days
of the season. Along those same lines many people are out-of-town on Thanksgiving weekend
and may not be able to participate in the Youth hunt if changed. | support crossbows during the
archery season but would like to see the limit reduced to one deer of either sex before firearms
season and one after if using a crossbow.

I really like the changes you are making especially allowing crossbows. | will buy one and let my
dad use it that no longer bow hunts, and then when my son gets of age he can use it before he can
pull a compound bow back. Thanks for all you do.

I’m ok with the changes mentioned with the exception of the antlerless season. | would prefer
that you cut it back to 5 or 6 days instead of 3. This gives hunters the opportunity to hunt around
weather a bit. I’m especially glad you are making crossbows legal during archery.

It doesn't look like it's an option but I would like to see gun season pushed back a week or two so
that it wasn't right in the middle of the rut. Also, I would be in favor of having a shotgun season
instead of rifles.

Do not shorten or lengthen deer seasons from those set in 2013. Hunters need these season
lengths to fit schedules of work and family obligations. Do not change archery limits.

Agree very much with proposed changes.

Agree with changes.

Crossbows have no business in archery season. No other concerns.

I am a land owner, land owners should be issued the antlerless tags to be used on their property
not non land owners. | think you should take all the antlerless tags away from non-land owners,
and give the non-land owners 1 tag for any deer. That any deer tag would be good for antlerless
deer only on the first weekend, after that it would be an antlered deer only. It used to be this way
years ago, it was a good idea. | think a lot more does would survive, and with the 4pt rule bucks
would get bigger.

Agree with changes.

Please leave the two buck rule for archery the way that it is now. I very seldom take a late season
buck but by having the tag I will be motivated to go, without it I would miss going and getting
the enjoyment of being out at a great time of the season. Please lower the pressure on the
antlerless deer.

I do not want to see any changes to the Archery season or methods, period! If you want fewer
bucks killed then don't allow crossbows. simple! I do not want the Firearms season reduced to 9
days. Just limit it to bucks only.

No crossbows in archery season. Move back gun season to the first week of Dec. Nonresident
tags to be reciprocated (what Kansas charges me, Missouri charge a Kansas resident).

As an avid Mo hunter these propositions read as a joke. Mo needs to raise its non-resident fees
closer to bordering states and take the rifle season out of the rut so deer can make it to mature
ages like our bordering states. Two youth seasons in 30 days is ridiculous. | agree with the
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archery tag as it will make hunters second guess before shooting a one/two year old buck. Also
no crossbows unless doctors permit. With the CWD and the past Blue Tongue the population has
decreased dramatically in certain trophy areas and changes have to be made to grow the
population and age of the deer. Thank you, T.

I heard about this from MDC's email. | believe all the proposed changes are okay except the
Antlerless days from 12 to 3. That's drastic change in number of days. What if those days are
poor hunting days? At least make it 6 days (either 2 weekends or 1 week long)

1. I support MDC proposals. | support whatever is good for the herd on a PURELY scientific
basis, whatever the science indicates, do the right thing. 2. 1 would like to see the "early" youth
season discontinued. | feel it's a time for cheating adults to bag bucks earlier in the rut.

I think the non-resident price is way too high. I live next to the Kansas border and know many
people that have move across the border but only live 8-10 miles from their family's land and
have to pay $225 to hunt with their family. | can see it being that high if it was public land but
for private land that the landowner pays taxes on it is way too high for someone to come shoot a
deer. The season length is fine. There are a lot of hunters that only have certain days off. Not all
hunters are lucky enough to get off work to hunt during the week. Please don't allow crossbows
in the archery portion to anyone other than those that need it with a valid disability. The 4 point
restriction was the best decision you guys ever made BTW. The bucks around my area have been
much better as of late.

Agree with changes.

I struggle today finding time to hunt and by reducing my opportunities | may no longer be able to
hunt. Like the idea of reducing archery buck harvest to one and can probably manage the regular
firearms season going from 11 to 9 days but I try 9 with the help of my grandson) to harvest 4
does each year from my lease and reducing this season may keep us from achieving that target.
MY feeling is that deer populations will increase with the other changes and you won't need to
come back and change it again in 5 years when again we have too many deer.

I do not agree with the archery changes. Hunters can use a crossbow with special consideration
currently which is fine. I don't want anyone to be allowed to use crossbows unless medically
necessary. | would like to see the antlered portion to stay the same as well.

Most of the proposed changes I do not agree with. | think shortening the seasons (antlered and
antlerless), unless there is a sound population-based reason to do so, is not good conservation.
I've not seen any evidence of the population being "too small" as there seem to be plenty of
casualties on our highways (a sad waste) and plenty of presence and damage done to property
from them (animals have to eat too, but that doesn't make it any less expensive to deal with).
As a working professional, my available time to hunt is largely restricted to weekends and
shortening the season would basically cut my meager hunting time in half. 1 do think allowing
crossbows during archery season is likely a good change, though. Thanks for your time.
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I do not agree with the archery changes. Hunters can use a crossbow with special consideration
currently which is fine. I don't want anyone to be allowed to use crossbows unless medically
necessary. | would like to see the antlered portion to stay the same as well

I heard about the changes via an automated email from MDC. Regarding the length and timing
of the firearm season, | support shortening it to 9 days and I also support keeping the timing the
same as it is. | would not support moving it out of the rut. Regarding the youth portion change, |
support this also as January is not an ideal time to introduce new hunters when the weather is bad
and deer movement is low. Regarding the Antlerless portion, | would support eliminating this
season if the deer population needed it, but shortening it is also a good move. It think this change
would allow archery hunters more late-season opportunities to hunt without worry about firearms
also. Regarding the Urban portion, I have hunted this season every year and enjoy it, but if the
population needs to increase, this is an obvious season to cancel. Very few deer in the Columbia,
Jeff City area that are hunted in this season are in a truly "urban™ area so it's not really
accomplishing that goal. While | enjoy this season, it should probably be eliminated.

For the Archery changes, | strongly support allowing crossbows. They are allowed in many other
states, and I think it would allow a lot of new people to enjoy bow hunting that do not have the
time to become proficient with compound bows. This would be a great change and | support it
strongly! Regarding the archery antlered deer limit, if the biology supports this, | would support
this change. However, | don't personally know many hunters that harvest two bucks with a bow,
so I'm unsure how much effect this would actually have on the population. Finally, the
conservation area changes appear to be common sense and would make regulations easier to
understand.

I am in support of all recommendations with the exception of | like the antlerless portion at
thanksgiving and the Friday following because | am off. | am in agreement of shorting length for
sure. How about make the youth hunt at 1st part of December but keep the two days as is now
but weather will be warmer than Jan. Other than the antlerless being moved after Thanksgiving |
support and welcome all recommendations to increase deer herd and bring more bucks to an
older age class by restricting archery limits.

I am in agreement with all the proposed changes for the 2016-2017 season except one. | do not
agree with allowing all healthy archer's without any physical disabilities to use a crossbow. |
have done some research and personally witnessed the amount of wounded animals that are not
recovered that have been shot by a crossbow. | think people in general feel that they do not have
to concentrate as much with a crossbow as they do with a traditional bow to make a good ethical
kill shot. So if you are trying to build the deer herd back up within the State | do not see where
this change in the regulation is going to help you in this endeavor! Finally I would like to see one
of these Public Meetings a little closer to the Richland area because | would like to attend one to
hear what everyone has to say. Thank You.

Regarding non-resident permits, | grew up in Missouri but now live in Virginia. The MO non-
resident fees for deer season are pretty steep as they are. If your goal is to keep the out of state
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hunters away, leave the as they are or increase them. If you want some out of state money,
lowering them a little would help.

I agree with all of the firearms changes being considered. My only issues are small ones
pertaining to the archery changes. | feel that an archery only hunter should still be able to take
two antlered deer in a season. Perhaps if you give up your rifle any deer tag, you can gain a
second archery any deer tag or something like that. My only other concern would be that if the
number of archery hunters increases after crossbows are allowed (as the data suggests) the ability
to get a large number of archery antlerless tags, could further reduce the number of does in the
population, and further exacerbate the population's decline.

I like the idea of one deer with a bow. Youth season needs to be move out of the pre-rut, earlier
would be better. Increasing the out of state tag will help for multiple reasons. People would be
more serious about take a mature buck and let young ones go. Reduce the hunting pressure and
make hunting better. With time people will be willing to pay more for out of state tag because of
bigger bucks and less hunting pressure. I think Missouri should go to one buck take a year, not
one for firearm and one for archery. Look at what other major hunting states are doing around
the Midwest.

I rarely speak up but over recent years | have started deer hunting less and less. In fact, | don't
even gun hunt any more after 20+ years of being out there every opening weekend. I now find
myself how hunting less and less and one major reason is the early youth weekend falling on the
absolute best bow weekend of the season. | am all for youth hunting, in fact | took multiple kids
to the duck blind with me this year but the reality is you are killing bow season by rifles blasting
off all over the country, guys taking their wives nephewsstep son in law out and letting "him"
take that big buck he's been watching during early bow season. Scheduling another season right
on the heels of rifles season further impacts the bow season rut opportunities! I argue kids would
have a ball whenever you scheduled it...so why greatly impact how hunters? | won't dive into
crossbows but question whether that's really fair either.

All proposed changes are fantastic and I like the FACT that MDC bases changes on scientific
findings and not political pressure. | am really excited about adding crossbows. | have a torn
rotator cup and do not feel comfortable holding my compound bow on an animal. I also do not
want to see my doctor for a medical excuse. | look forward to bow hunting again soon.

I would love the alternative portion to extend into January; end of Dec. is still holiday time.
It’s usually cold deer don't move too much. Extend it to the 15th.

As the population stands right now we as a state need to reduce the kill numbers. Anything you
do that increases the kill is counterproductive. 1. Increasing the youth portion will increase the
kill. Leave youth alone. If you do anything PLEASE end the second youth. 1 do have kids.

2. 1 am fine with shortening rifle to 9 days. 3. Limiting the bow to 1 antlered deer down from 2 is
ok. 4. Definitely limit the antlerless portion as much as possible. 5. Adding crossbows will only
increase the kill DO NOT ALLOW CROSSBOWS. Modern crosshows have kill ranges out to
60-70 yards and are deadly accurate. | have shot several. Non-resident permits are way too cheap
and are too easy to get. If I want to hunt lowa or Illinois | have to pay a lot more after | am
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drawn for peak season. I hunt with rifle and bow in 3 counties and the numbers or low. | spend a
lot of time in the woods. Ste.Genevieve, Texas, Pulaski

I will not be able to attend any of these meetings but I am in favor of using a crossbow during the
archery season, reducing the antlerless portion to 3 days. | would like to see the gun season
moved to earlier in November NOT during the rut. Make the changes for the 2015 season; don't
wait until the 2016-2017 season.

1. Maintain timing and reduce to 9 days, OK. 2. Expand youth late portion and move to day after
Thanksgiving, NO, it would interfere with Archery hunters. 3. Reduce length of antlerless
season, OK. 4. Eliminate Urban Zones, not sure what this means, there should be advantages to
Archery hunting in Urban areas. 5. Allow crossbows during archery season, NO, except by age
youth or senior or disability. 6. Reduce archery buck limit to only 1, Not sure, | would like to see
how many are actually taken after rifle season compared to before rifle season. Rifle season
already has the advantage of being targeted around the RUT. 7. Simplify conservation area
regulations, it does not sound like anything is simplified. Any method could be available and
dependent on the specific area. How is this simplified? You would have to figure out what area
you will hunt then the specific methods allowed. 8. Non-resident Fee, competitive not
comparable. They are much cheaper than neighboring states and many of them are drawing only
after residents.

Still in favor of moving the firearms season out of the rut. Start it after Thanksgiving. Do not
have a big issue with crossbows. Don't think reducing the Archery tag to one buck will have
much effect. Very few Archery hunters take more than one buck and even fewer than that after
Firearms season is over. | do not think our fee for Non Resident tags is in line with our
neighboring states. Don’t know of any other state that you get two Turkeys and two bucks for
$225.00. Take a look at Ks. Ill, & lowa. | feel a big percentage of the issues could be handled
with just moving the Firearms season later so the bucks are not chasing does all over the 40,80,
ect.farms and getting shot out of truck windows while they are roaming around. Not a Biologist,
but have been trying to manage our 300 acres for 30 years and this is the issues were facing. It is
rare to get a buck past 3 1/2 yrs. with things as they are. | truly believe moving the season would
afford the opportunity to get another year or two age on some of the animals.

I support the proposed changes in deer management, and I think that the recommendation of the
biologists should be followed in all situations related to the health of Missouri's wildlife
populations.

Keep archery, as archery only. If a hunter needs a crossbow have then get a medical license and
use one like it is now.

| feel we need to get the gun season further closer to December to stay away from the rut.
Anything to support the youth is great. A shorter antlerless season will benefit the herd better. |
have no issues with allowing crossbows other than people riding around with a cocked crossbow.
We need to limit the antlered take in any fashion; one antlered deer with a bow is good. | am an
avid archery hunter myself. We should make the non-resident fees reciprocal with the state they
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reside in to be fair to everyone. If | pay $500 to hunt in lowa then they should pay the same to
hunt in Missouri. We are very inexpensive in comparison to the states that are around us.

The Urban season is needed, especially to control the doe population. It could be effective in
unincorporated areas in Greene County such as where I live.

I like most of the changes; however, the rifle season still needs to be moved. Maybe the last
week of Nov. running into 1st week in December. Please move the muzzleloader season.

1. Vigorously opposed to crossbow inclusion in archery season beyond those with medical
exceptions. Modern compound bows are more than sufficient for youth to enter into the sport. |
choose to hunt with restrictive methods as a fair-chase personal choice. Missouri has a long
tradition of rewarding those who hunt with archery methods with a longer season free from
inclusion with those who choose easier methods. | hunt primarily during archery season to avoid
the crowds as well as danger associated with firearms season. | don't see any need for crossbows
other than medical exceptions. Please don't allow crossbows into archery season. It will ruin
Missouri's archery heritage. 2. Please continue to keep the 2 antlered bag limits during archery
season. Part of the allure of archery season is the length and multiple opportunities. Instead, why
not impose the antler point restrictions state wide for all seasons including archery to limit the
number of bucks (especially smaller bucks) that are taken. 3. These proposed changes negatively
target archery hunters in favor of firearms/crossbow hunters. Please keep the archery tradition
alive and well as it has been. 4. 1 am in favor of the proposed changes to the youth and firearms
seasons. Please consider expanding the antler point restriction for all methods and seasons except
the youth season.

I agree with most of your changes but the crossbow change and using them during archery. Any
would you cut back antlered deer for archers when you're basically allowing an almost firearm
capable weapon to be used during archery. Leave the crossbow use for Hun season as it has
always been the case. | know the crossbow makers have lots of money pushing their product but
you folks will be looked at in a much better light of you don't succumb to their wishes. Archery
is not crosshows.

The Urban season is needed, especially to control the doe population. It could be effective in
unincorporated areas in Greene County such as where I live.

I’m all for all the changes, except dropping the archery buck limit to 1.

I agree with all of the proposed changes. I'd like to see the amount of archery antlerless permits
reduced. The deer herd is in serious decline. | know it will never return to the levels of the late
90's but I'd like to see a few more. | spend at least 100 hours on stand each year and | don't see
very many until the rut are in full swing.

Eliminating Urban zone firearms portion: | bow hunt close to home in an urban zone. | am
teaching my kids the value of hunting. | am not clear on what the proposed change means but I
would like to hunt during firearms season with my bow. Crossbows should be limited to firearms
only season. 1 antlered deer changes should not be made. Reduce length to 9 days is good. Keep
youth hunting where it is. Thanks.
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The Urban season is needed, especially to control the doe population. It could be effective in
unincorporated areas in Greene County such as where | live.

Eliminating Urban zone firearms portion: | bow hunt close to home in an urban zone. I am
teaching my kids the value of hunting. | am not clear on what the proposed change means but I
would like to hunt during firearms season with my bow. Crossbows should be limited to firearms
only season. 1 antlered deer changes should not be made. Reduce length to 9 days is good. Keep
youth hunting where it is. Thanks.

I agree with and understand each rule change with the exception of the crossbow. I feel that
adding the crossbow as a legal method of taking a deer during archery season, would counteract
your measures and reasoning for limiting the firearms seasons. There is already a way for people
who can't draw a bow to use a crossbow and | would even support adding a youth crossbow age,
but not anyone to use one. How about introducing a longer trapping season to allow trappers like
myself to trap when fur is more prime.

Leave the length of the seasons the same, regular and doe's only. Youth season should only be
doe's only, that way we would not have a 10 year old girl sitting behind a 10 point buck and her
dad behind her smiling, get real who do you think shot that deer?

I think you are spot on with every proposal, because they still allows great access to hunt from
Sept-Jan but at the same time increase management practices for QUALITY deer. | think you
could even push back rifle season 1 week to further enhance deer/buck breeding. Missouri needs
to be known for quality deer like lowa and Kansas and get away from the "It's Brown it's Down
Mentality." Quality over quantity is what Missouri should focus on.

I like the change to the youth season to the Friday after thanksgiving. | don't think the number of
days need shortened for the gun season just the number of available tags? I'm a nonresident and
own land in mo. My cousin is a resident and he can get all the tags he wants for doe archery.
Now you want to limit me to one buck with archery! It is extremely difficult to kill that second
archery buck after the gun season. Had my place three seasons now and have yet to do it. | have
more bucks than does in my area of Boone county. Bourbon township. | have also not killed a
doe in three years of hunting there.

I am in agreement with all of the proposed changes with the exception of allowing crossbows as
legal methods during archery seasons and reducing the number of antlered bucks during archery
season. | am 100% supportive of reducing length and limits of rifle seasons, whether regular
November portion or antlerless portions as well as moving the youth season. Thank you for all
that you do. You will not be able to make everyone happy in your decisions, but as an avid
hunter, both rifle and bow, | would love to see some modifications made.

I am not in favor of reducing the length of the antlerless firearms portion from 12 days to three
days. I like having two weekends to hunt for antlerless deer and the weather that time of year is
not predictable. | am in favor of having it start the first Saturday in December, not Friday. Some
of us are unable to take off work. Additionally when my kids are old enough to hunt I would like
to be able to take them more than just a few weekends. They will need all the opportunities they
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can get. | agree with the other proposed changes and appreciate the opportunity to give my
opinion.

I think the changes are right on. Only thing | would like to see in new regulations is the season
end on Dec. 31st.seen too many does harvested in January with pretty big fawns inside them
already.

I support all of the proposed changes.

I agree with all of the proposed changes. I do like they idea of crossbows being allowed. I think
the current regulation do prevent younger hunter and older hunters who cannot pull back a 45
Ibs. bow the opportunity to hunt.

Antlerless season reduction: Disappointing, but reluctantly support if the biologists insist it's
necessary to achieve population goals. This is a very important season to my family. It's the
season we use to fill our freezer. One bad weekend of weather could significantly reduce our
venison supply for the year. We buck hunt during the November portion (rarely taking any -
we're very picky), and doe hunt in the Antlerless season. | do wonder if this change is really
necessary given the reduction in antlerless tags that has already been implemented. | also wonder
if the longer season length should be retained in the CWD zone. Allowing crossbows as a legal
method: Mild support. I am unlikely to use one, but | don't buy the arguments against this
proposal. I am saddened by the acrimony surrounding the topic. | will say that the argument
about prolonging participation for older hunters seems a bit weak given the existing option for a
medical exemption. Reducing the limit of antlered deer during the archery season: Strongly
oppose. The percentage of bow hunters that harvest 2 bucks is very small. This regulation change
would result in a statistically insignificant reduction in the buck harvest. The argument that it
will help more bucks reach older age-classes is compelling but seems weak in the CWD zone
and in counties with antler point restrictions. If the legalization of crossbows is being used to
bolster the argument for reduction in archery buck limit, that would swing my opinion on
crossbows to "Oppose”. Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

November Firearms reduction, ok. Moving Youth Season, Excellent. Antlerless reduction,
instead of reducing time, reduce the number of permits allowed. Urban - I live west of MCI
airport, and see the carnage on 1-29, 1-435 & M-152. It is dangerous and expensive. If we don't
have an Urban, how can we control deer population close to Interstates? Crossbows - Excellent,
that would replace Urban for me. Urban is all close shots due to the trees still being leaved out.
And, I'm mid-60 and know what's coming. Reduce archery bucks - No big deal, I'm not a trophy
hunter. See you in Blue Springs.

I am good with all the firearm changes. | am in favor of the crossbow changes but | would like to
see the buck tags remain at 2 for archery in all the years since | was 14 and started bow hunting |
have only killed two bucks maybe three times. | do however think that since it is early enough
before deer season that the crossbow should be started in the 2015-2016 season.

Whatever MDC does is fine by me. | also have a Farm in Monroe county and like the help they
have given my family.
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I heard about the above proposed changes to deer regs via a direct e-mail from MDC - surprised
that was not listed as a possibility above? | am okay with the proposed Firearms Season changes,
but don't have real strong feelings about the same. Re: the Archery season changes, | am very
strongly in favor of both changes. | have never, but would like to start, archery hunting, but am
getting of an age | would rather buy and hunt with a cross bow rather than a traditional bow, and
would be able to hunt with the cross bow to a much older age than with a traditional bow. Re: the
change to one archery buck only - very much in favor of - | never understood why two bucks
were allowed - | would imagine most archery hunters also firearm hunt, so these people have had
the ability to kill 3 bucks per year - too many. Thx

I like/ would recommend the changes. | see why the changes are needed/ necessary from hunting
this year. I like them, and think they will help hunters/ future hunters in the long run.

I'm hearing a lot of talk about limiting everything. | have been a hunter and conservationist my
entire life. | have taken many ecology classes and attended numerous seminars. | endear stand
the premise behind these changes, but I feel as though they might not yield the results you
expect. | agree with enabling hunters to use crossbows. It will get more people in the woods, and
expose many people to bowhunting who otherwise would not have had the opportunity. |
strongly disagree with limiting the archery hunter to one buck. This will inevitably reduce the
number of hunters after firearms season. It will affect areas revenue, and will limit the number of
children/new hunters who are being exposed to the outdoors. | personally know many hunters
that simply would "hang it up"” after firearms season, if that took effect. Also, I the biggest
impact you could have on our deer herd, would be to move firearms season back at least a full
week. This would get more people involved in bow hunting, and will allow a lot more deer the
chance to reach maturity. I again disagree with the shortening of firearms season. You know the
number better than I do, but I would guess that more than +50% of deer hunters strictly gun hunt.
Why limit their opportunity to hunt? Our goal should be creating an environment that promotes
the hunting culture and the bonding experience people share while in the outdoors. Why risk
limiting people's exposure to that? Numbers of hunters have been on a constant decline. Let's not
speed up that process. Thank you for listening to my opinion. D.H

Hello, I just received the email of the proposed changed. Some | approve of and others | don't.
The part of reducing firearms season from 12 to 9 days, | don't care for. I'm a disabled hunter and
some years | don't harvest a deer until the last couple days. Also, what about the Alternative
season? Is it still happening and is there any changes with it. I also use a crossbow for archery
season due to disability. | have a permit on file with MDC. What does that mean if they change
that you can use a crossbow? Does it eliminate the need of me having a permit to use a
crossbow? | think they should have firearms season the whole month of November. This year the
rut was already in by the time season started. If the season started at the beginning of the month
then hunters would have hunted right when it started. | say extend the season, but keep limits as
any deer tag and only one bonus tag for the entire state. | hunt in Iron county and I'm only
allowed 1 deer. There is plenty of deer to allow one bonus tag. | depend on the meat to
supplement our food for the year. Thank you for your time. D.H. 1 am conservation!
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I am not in favor of maintaining the current firearms season dates but I am in favor of reducing
the days. | enjoy seeing deer and experiencing the rut as a bowhunter. MDC should take a page
from the book of 1A and IL for growing a mature and healthy deer herd. Push the firearms season
dates back until after Thanksgiving. We will see a healthy deer herd and more mature bucks.

Do not expand late youth portion. Youths can hunt during the firearms season like everyone else.
I have children and I see no purpose in the youth seasons especially at the end of October.
Reduce the antlerless portion, yes. Eliminate the urban zones season, no comment. DO NOT
allow crossbows during archery season! This will only increase danger in the woods with
uneducated people with loaded weapons and increase deer harvest. | believe in the sport of
bowhunting. It takes dedication, skill, practice and time. Anyone can shoot a crossbow/gun.
Limit the number of antlered deer to 1 for archery season. Yes, | agree that this will make people
more selective in choosing what they shoot and result in more mature bucks. Simply
conservation area regulations, yes. Thank you for your time.

I think the reduction of days in the general firearms season is a good thing. 9 days is plenty to
hunt during that portion. As an avid bow hunter, and am perfectly fine with the reduction of the
buck tags to 1, especially if the crossbow is allowed during this season as well. | think this is the
right thing to do overall. In 18-20 years of bow hunting I think I have taken 2 bucks in a season
twice, and that was early on. | simply will choose to take an additional doe if the need exists to
harvest additional animals for meat. | do think this is going to create a significant reduction of
hunter time in the field after rifle season though. I would think most of the bucks taken by bow
are taken prior to rifle season, and if there is no option for that 2nd buck in hand, I can see many
of the bow hunters of the state simply not hunting any more. I will likely fall into that category. |
will hunt as long as there is a buck tag in my hand. Eliminating the Urban Zones seasons is a
good thing. Harvests appear to be very low. | hunt in Jackson county and can hunt during that
time, but never do with a rifle as the bow season is in session. Overall | am fine with the addition
of the crossbow during archery season. | wasn't initially, but | have a very good friend that can't
hunt with a bow anymore due to physical limitations and this opens that season back up to him. 1
think it's a great way to start youth off during these seasons too. This will be a good thing
overall. I think the price of the Non-Resident tag at $225 is about right. | am sure the market
would allow it to be higher. | have a friend who comes from out of state to hunt each year, and
he would pay a higher price to continue to come, but I am not sure it's a necessary thing to do.

I am not in favor of changing the length of the current regular firearms season because it is a big
money maker for our state and it is an event that many people look forward to each and every
year. | am in favor of moving the late youth season up right after Thanksgiving as it will draw
more young hunters than the January season. | also would like to reduce the antlers portion as |
believe this will have a beneficial impact on our whitetail herd. | do not support removing the
urban hunting zone portion because I think this has been a benefit to urban areas to help reduce
deer populations both to prevent overpopulation but also to reduce vehicle crashes. I think it is a
great idea to allow crossbows as a method for archery and will draw many new individuals into
archery hunting and increase our out of state revenue. | do not support reducing archery antlered
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deer harvest to 1 because | cannot foresee a benefit to the overall deer herd from this action. |
believe the 2 antlered options is a big draw for many archers who see it as an opportunity to
pursue another trophy buck after they have already harvested their first antlered deer.

I support the allowance of crossbows during the archery season. I hunted for years in Arkansas
with one and no detrimental effects were ever noted. | support the 3 day youth hunt after
thanksgiving and eliminating the January one. | support the shortening of the modern gun season
and the antlerless portion. I am neutral about the one buck archery limit, as that is all I harvest
now is one antlered buck prior to modern weapons and do little to no archery hunting afterwards.
I think, however, that the state should entertain a two buck limit regardless of method.

Rifle season changing to a nine day season is ok with me. I think that would help with the
population a little also reducing the firearm antlerless season to three days should help. MDC
should be able to tell easier by looking at deer harvest totals during the proposed change times
and make the appropriate change needed for management. | think the MDC is a little out of touch
with how Missouri hunters are able to hunt, more specifically during the thanksgiving weekend
and over Christmas. More hunters are forced to lease ground or hunt conservation areas because
land is too expensive to purchase in part to the popularity of hunting shows and land being
bought up by guides. The urban portion poses separate problems as people living there don't like
the deer population but also don't like the thought of someone hunting on their property. It is
going to take those people to change their mind if they want to help themselves. Archery season
crossbows should be allowed for youth until age 15 and seniors 60 and older unless they have an
impairment that does not allow them to shoot a bow. Reducing the buck limit to one for archery
is ok but I think the deer limit should be three total with one being a buck.

I am in favor of the proposed changes.

I think the Crossbow reg will be a good thing. | have a Med permit because of shoulder. The one
buck in Archery would be a good thing also. The Antlerless portion would be a good thing also. |
use to look forward to Muzzle Loader season | hunted up north around Memphis when you
moved it to Dec; you lost me because of Weather. Weather was also a problem after
Thanksgiving. 1 would like to see it moved to October or go back to old season. The Non-
resident permit fee should be the same as the State where the Hunter is coming from, like lowa,
Kansas & Oklahoma. The Gun season should remain the same as far as Days.

I would like to address some of the proposed changes and give my opinion, keep in mind that |
am coming from a standpoint that Missouri's deer population has fallen below desired levels as
stated several times in your proposal. Firearms season - If you want to grow the population,
having firearms season during the pre-rut and rut phase is a bad way of doing that. Not to
mention it does not help increase the quality and age structure for our bucks. I believe that
firearms season should be pushed back a week or more lowa or Illinois. This will allow the
"dumb"” rutting bucks to bred and get back into their normal life cycle before rifle season. | know
this would not be popular with gun hunters at first, but when they start seeing 180" bucks taken
regularly because they have had a chance to mature, their minds will probably change.
Expanding Youth Firearms Season and changing the date - This is a great idea, it's very hard to
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hunt that late season youth season with kids as the weather is usually too harsh for them to enjoy
it. Reducing the length of Antlerless season - 1 think this is a good solution to help, but honestly
there's not that many deer taken during that time. Will it truly have an impact on the numbers?
I'm not so sure. Eliminating Urban Zones- | don't see any real issues with this, but I don't hunt
those areas so | don't know how it would impact those that do. Allowing Crossbows during
Archery Season - IF the goal is to bring the deer numbers back up, now is not the right time to
implement this. I'm not necessarily 100% against it but it goes against the plan to increase the
population. Bow hunters will still hunt with our vertical bows, but you will see a dramatic
increase in traditional gun only hunters transitioning to hunting with a crossbow because of the
extended season. This could have a major impact in numbers and amount of pressure the deer
will see. Personally | feel crossbows belong in the Alternative methods portion as the advantage
shifts much more in favor of the hunter. | don't know how MDC could propose changes that are
meant to increase the deer numbers and at the same time approve this regulation change. In the
future, when the numbers are back to a surplus, then I think we could revisit this. Reducing the
number of Archery Buck tags - Mixed feeling here. Bow hunters put way more time in the stand
than gun hunters. In general, they work much, much harder for their trophies as you can't just set
up on a field edge and pick a buck off across the field. We have to scout, find good stand
locations and only hunt them in the correct wind. Getting a mature buck to follow the plan is
pretty tough. It would be interesting to see what percentage of bow hunters fill their second tag at
this point. | think if that is allowed, we should be allowed to use our rifle tag for the remainder of
archery season. I don't gun hunt anymore, so having a rifle tag is pretty worthless to me. There
are states that do this. For example Wyoming Antelope are handled like this. Your tag is good
for archery season and firearms season. Simplifying regulations on MDC land - Please and thank
you! Non-Resident permits - The plan states that Missouri is competitive in price with
surrounding states. | don't see it that way at all. Kansas $347, Illinois 300(firearm) 410 (archery)
and lowa $551, plus draws and other difficulties. All of these are for 1 deer. Missouri, you can
get 2 bucks for $225. That's a bargain for out of state hunters. Not to mention guaranteed tags.
This has lead the it being difficult for many residents to find hunting ground as most of the good
land is being leased by out of state people. Missouri needs to get in line with these other big buck
states and raise their price to be in line with them. I also believe we should have a limited draw
system for non-residents, this would help in limiting the amount of land out of stater's would be
willing to lease since they wouldn't be guaranteed a tag every year. This would benefit the
residents of Missouri, which | believe should be the goal of the MDC. | understand out of stater's
bring in revenue, but is it worth it at the expense of Missouri resident.

I think on the non-resident deer permits you should charge the same as the state the non-resident
is from. That would be the most fair for all hunters. And as for the crossbow issue | think they
should be legal during archery season for all to choose. Also 1 buck is a great idea during
archery season.

I think on the non-resident deer permits you should charge the same as the state the non-resident
is from. That would be the most fair for all hunters. And as for the crossbow issue | think they
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should be legal during archery season for all to choose. Also 1 buck is a great idea during
archery season.

I don't prefer crossbows being allowed during the regular portion of archery season. At this
moment in time crossbows are pretty comparable in terms of accuracy and effective shooting
range to compound bows but I can envision a scenario when crossbow technology will greatly
eclipse compound bows. Archery should be a skill game and I don't believe that crossbows
reflect the skill level necessary to qualify.

I would definitely support the use of crossbows in the archery season. This would allow more
opportunities for handicapped and young hunters who otherwise could not bow hunt.
Additionally, the use of crossbows may spark a new interest for people who have not previously
bow hunted. I would also support extending the late youth season. This would provide more
opportunities for the next generation of hunters. | do NOT support the reduction in the number of
allowable antlered deer for the archery season. Many people will stop hunting once they no
longer have the opportunity to take a buck. Allowing a hunter to take two antlered deer keeps a
sustained interest in bowhunting for the entire season. Finally, 1 do NOT support the proposition
to shorten the length of the firearms deer season. Many people who have full time jobs are hard
pressed to put enough hours in the tree stand as is, and taking off one day will only make it
harder. Furthermore, it seems that our deer herd is getting better every year, and | do not believe
that one day of firearms season will make much of a difference. Thank You, N.K.

The Conservation Department does an excellent job of managing the herd in our state and it is
very appreciated by my family and friends. I would love to see the crossbow be allowed during
bow season. I'm approaching 60 and I'm just not as limber as | used to be. A compound bow is
fine when it's warmer but all bundled up it's tough. | bagged a buck during rifle season because
my bow hunting season was much shorter than in the past. Thanks for everything you do for the
hunters. Sincerely, L.Q

Firearms Season Changes: «Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the
length to 9-days. I agree, this will not impact most hunters. *Expand the late youth portion to 3-
days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving. This would be great and allow youth hunters
a better opportunity and also will happen when many youth are off of school already. *Reduce
the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December. No
Opinion. <Eliminate the urban zones portion. No Opinion. Archery Season Changes: *Allow
crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. Absolutely not, with the
sophistication of crossbows in this day and time they are as accurate and lethal as some of the
first inline muzzleloaders. Unless the hunter has a disability they should not be allowed to hunt
during the archery portion with a cross bow. I could see allowing youth hunters and those over
the age of 60 to use cross bows, that would be fair. *Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the
archery season to . | like this idea, this could really increase the number of mature bucks in the
future. Conservation Area Regulations: «Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting
methods and use of firearms and archery antlerless permits. This would be great, simplicity.

I strongly agree with all proposed changes.
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I like both ideas on bow season changes. I like the change of 11 days to 9 on rifle season, and the
change to antlerless season besides moving it to start in december. I don't like changing the youth
season, | don't like the much of the other changes. I would like to say the doe population has
taking a large hit. The last 3 years | have seen 1 doe forever 5 bucks. I hunt in Montgomery
county. | really think we need to cut back on doe harvest some more. | think one doe and one
buck for each season is enough for a person. Thanks S.

I am in favor of the firearms season changes. It is good management to change the regulations,
when necessary, to achieve the goals desired by hunters, land owners, and the public. I am in
favor of changing the buck limit during the archery season to one from two. | am opposed to
allowing cross bows during the archery season except for persons with handicaps or the elderly.
Archery seasons started out of a desire to have a season for "primitive™ weapons. A devise that
holds the string at full draw and allows for a scope does not fit the criteria in my opinion. | am a
lifelong firearms hunter as well as an archer, so | am not biased by bow or gun. Just the intent of
what the season was supposed to be about. | am in favor of rules related to conservation regs.
Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on these proposed changes.

I think that making crossbows a legal method for archery season would be a mistake. It would
most likely increase the harvest during the archery season. It seems like that would be
counterproductive to limiting each archery hunter to one buck should you choose to do that. With
today’s highly efficient and very well designed bows a young person doesn’t have to be very
strong to pull back a bow that is very capable of dropping any deer as long as they have been
properly instructed. If | remember correctly, elderly or disabled people are already able to get a
crossbow permit for archery season if they have a doctor’s excuse. That is acceptable. Thank you
for the opportunity for me to put my input into this.

I support the proposed changes to allow cross-bows, and reduce the number of archery antlered
deer to one. | do not support the proposed changes to shorten the firearms and doe season
lengths. | would want increased opportunities to hunt not less. If the biology data shows a need
to decrease harvest, | would suggest limiting the number of does or even one buck across archery
and firearms.

I believe all the proposed changes are warranted if not overdue.

| agree with the proposed regulation changes with the exception of reducing firearms season
from 11 days to nine days. The current 11 day season allows hunters more flexibility in the days
that they can plan to hunt. Since a person can only harvest one buck anyways, why eliminate two
days that from their calendar that they may be able to schedule a hunt? Otherwise, you could
completely eliminate firearms hunting for someone that couldn’t fit their hunt into the proposed
9-day season.

I am for all of the changes, except the reduction in archery buck tags. The buck numbers taken
after the November firearm season can't be that high, and I for one will not go out after gun
season and brave the weather without the chance at a buck.
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NO! I work for a living and | look forward to getting into the field every year to relax. | shoot 1
deer a year and very rarely will take a second one. | need the length of the season to be longer
not shorter!

I understand the need for the proposed changes. However cutting back the archery any-deer tags
to one will in some years cut my season in half and that's ok if that's what it takes to ensure the
health of the deer herd. What | would like to see proposed is that the any-deer firearm tag could
be used in late season archery if it’s not filled during firearm seasons. Also | would forgo a gun
tag for an early season and a late season any-deer archery tag.

Please do not enact these changes. As someone who works weekends, eliminating the last two
days of firearm season will cut my hunting in half. Same thing with the antlerless portion. If it
only goes from Friday to Sunday, that season may as well not exist for me. Please keep us folks
that don’t have a Monday thru Friday schedule. Also, eliminating the second any deer tag for
archery is very limiting. As a bowhunter and landowner, | really enjoy the flexibility that having
two buck tags gives me.

I agree with shortening the length of the firearms season but would be more in favor of moving it
to Dec 1 to get the firearms season more out of the rut. Not in favor of expanding youth season.
I believe they are offered plenty of time and chances as it is.

Please do not enact these changes. As someone who works weekends, eliminating the last two
days of firearm season will cut my hunting in half. Same thing with the antler less portion. If it
only goes from Friday to Sunday, that season may as well not exist for me. Please keep us folks
that don’t have a Monday thru Friday schedule. Also, eliminating the second any deer tag for
archery is very limiting. As a bowhunter and landowner, | really enjoy the flexibility that having
two buck tags gives me.

Do not need 2 youth hunts that close. | have grandchildren and have enjoyed youth hunts and
look forward to taking them in the future. We do not need to pressure our woods with guns for
all of those days so close. As far as buck management, | feel bow hunters should still be allowed
the 2 bucks. Crossbows should still be regulated in some way, they are deadly accurate and
continue to emphasize killing over hunting. With a higher degree of difficulty as with a bow,
hunters spend more time in the woods thus gaining a greater appreciation for hunting and the
outdoors.

I have been a hunter in Missouri since | was a child. My grandfather left me land and I am a
nonresident landowner. | do not like the reduced length of the November portion from 11 to 9
days as it is already too short compared to other states. Expanding the late youth season is a great
idea for my children to get more of chance to hunt. I would be an advocate for crossbows as a
legal method as | am using one in Tennessee because | have shoulder trouble which prevents me
from using my compound. | would be more inclined to hunt on my own land in MO and buy an
archery tag if this crossbow season opens up. Which means more money for The MO
Conservation department. | also have been paying full prices on nonresident tags which I think is
way too high. If we could reinstate the old NON RESIDENT landowner discount if you owned
land and showed proof that would be a benefit. You are penalizing nonresident landowners who
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pay taxes in MO by paying full price on tags. Please reevaluate this as I inherited this land and
want to hunt more it is just so expensive to hunt up there.

I do not like changing the days to hunt. Hunting season to me has been something that I treasure
and get to spend time with my father and expect my son to be able to do the same. By changing
the amount of time to hunt you are limiting that experience. Also, | am a trophy hunter as well as
providing meat for my family. Again, limiting the time that I get to spend in the woods limits my
chances for providing. As far as the archery comment, | feel like people who are bow hunters
will not care about the crossbow addition. That will just allow more hunters to take advantage
that may not have in the past. Personally I do not understand why there is a need for change.
Where | hunt; southern Taney County, the deer are very plentiful and they need to be hunted. |
strongly oppose any changes to the rifle season in general. "If it ain't broke, don't fix it!"

I am in favor of all proposed changes. I'm a huge supporter of our conservation dept. and its
goals.

Crossbow is a great idea.

Crossbows are awesome and great idea.

As long as the fall firearms season covers 2 weekends, | am fine with reducing to 9 days. |
believe too much emphasis is on the youth hunts. They already have a better season b/c the
wildlife isn’t "stirred up™ when their season opens. Leave them to hunt in January as the
extended season, and leave it for 2 days. Why shorten the regular season and lengthen their
season? Doesn't seem fair to me. Please leave the antlerless portion as 12 days. Some people do
not see many deer or have many opportunities to hunt. I would reduce the limit of antlered and
antlerless less deer to 1 each. The conservations rule of unlimited antlered deer for several
seasons has inflicted great harm in our deer population. I would like to see archery season
reduced. Instead of it going into January, let firearms open up in January (1st-15th).

Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9-days. | agree
with this and would like to see that change. I'm predominantly an archery hunter and there has
been a lot of encroachment on that season if you hunt on public land by all the other firearms
seasons (especially in urban counties), special weapons seasons and the month long firearms
turkey season. I commend the youth seasons however. Expand the late youth portion to 3-days
beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving. I'd rather see it in January. Reduce the length of
the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December. I'd rather see this in
January too but I'll go for the reduction to 3 days. Eliminate the urban zones portion. I would like
to see them go away, yes please be done with them. Allow crossbows as a legal method during
the archery deer and turkey season. I'm what am now referred to as a "traditional” bowhunter; |
use selfbows, longbows, recurves and even throw the atlatl. I lobbied hard to keep compounds
out of the archery season way back when. | was younger, headstrong and a bit of a purist in those
days. I've matured some since. Compounds did not hurt archery hunting, I do not think the
inclusion of crossbows into archery season will be much different in the end. However, | do not
like those crossbows do not need to be drawn by the hand of the archer at the moment of truth.
Getting inside an animal's comfort zone, drawing the bow unnoticed and then making the shot is
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part of archery hunting's romance and mystic. Crossbows taint that considerably. Reduce the
limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1. | keep thinking about this and it serves no
real purpose. Is it to help rifle hunters agree with crossbows during archery season? If so, then
think long and hard about keeping crossbows where they currently are and NOT placing them in
the archery season. Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of
firearms and archery antlerless permits. Yes.

Move firearms season out of the rut. Changing the length of the season is not going to do
anything. Everyone | know and talk to wants better bucks and the best way to do that is just like
every other big buck state that surrounds us and not has the firearms season during the rut. Move
it into December. | also don't believe we need an additional firearms antlerless season. The deer
numbers are down regardless of what you want to tell us I spend countless hours afield and have
for years and have watched the deer numbers decline.

I hunt in both Missouri and Kansas and as you know Kansas adopted crossbows as a legal
means. | supported the move, but I have since changed my mind. More crossbow hunters (and
hunters) in the woods crowds out traditional archery hunters. The ability to have the bow pre-
cocked is an advantage in stealth for a first shot, giving an advantage to crossbow hunters. I've
seen able-bodied men switch from a compound bow to a crossbow in the pursuit of trophy bucks.
I fully support disabled or elderly hunters having the ability to gain an exemption to hunt with a
crossbow, but I believe that adding it as a legal means for all during the full archery season is a
mistake. A separate season for the method is more appropriate in my mind. As for limiting the
harvest to one antlered, if someone can take 2 antlered deer by using a firearm for one and a bow
for the other, | think they should be able to take 2 deer with a bow. | would also like to see data
on how many archery hunters fill both tags. If 19% of antlered are taken by archery, | doubt this
will make a huge impact. Shortening the firearm season where 81% are taken, and taken from
greater range, will likely have more impact. I'm also a lifetime permit holder for Missouri, both
hunting and fishing. | bought the permit as a means of support for conservation, and the
convenience of not having to buy a license annually. There isn't really a financial advantage to
purchasing the license. One change that | believe would increase sales (and you could raise the
price potentially) is to adopt the Kansas method of allowing lifetime permit holders who move
out of state to continue to buy deer/turkey tags at resident prices. I believe that would incentivize
more people to buy the lifetime permits. And to answer your question, | have no plans to move at
this time. Thanks for asking for the input, I'm glad to be able to comment on the issues. M.W.

I agree with the proposed changes, as stated in the MDC outline more liberal seasons and limits
were in response to changing herd populations and we need to be open minded to more stringent
restrictions if the herd population indicates regressive numbers. | hunt deer every available
season, | also agree with the archery hunter numbers growing and being more successful, look at
the improved equipment for bow hunting as well as scouting equipment and all aspects of
hunting equipment. Technology is great and has improved hunters chances of taking game,
seeing game, and staying concealed and comfortable, but we don't those advantages to destroy
the sport and life style we all enjoy. Please keep the youth seasons as liberal and as lengthy as




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 108

possible as we all agree that is our future for hunters and conservationist. Good luck and thank
you for your consideration.

I would like to see the firearms portion of the deer season moved out of the rut to mid-December.
This will greatly improve the quality/quantity of mature bucks in our state. This impact will
affect the desire of non-resident hunters to travel to Missouri, as it will rank with Kansas and
lowa as a true "Land of the Giants"! We already have a "good" population of mature whitetails in
our state. Moving the season would allow them to mature, as the rut makes all deer readily
visible.

I apologize, I hit the submit button before I was done with my comments so this is the second
one. Reducing the antlerless portion I am in favor of. No comment on Urban zones. | would
agree with allowing crossbows for deer and turkey but I would not be in favor of reducing the
limit to one antlered deer during archery season. | believe the way it is set up now is very good.
One each season. | would also agree with simplifying the regulations in conservation areas.

As far as the cost of the out of state license. | believe it is about right as it is in line with other
states. However, if the antlered deer were limited to one, | would like to see the permit price drop
as well for out of state hunters. My own personal reason is | own land in our beautiful state just
for deer hunting and | spend a lot of money in the local area for the wildlife. Fertilizer, services,
gas, food, other supplies, not to mention I pay taxes and electric bills all benefiting Missouri
economy. And the wildlife greatly benefits by all the food plot and habitat projects I create on
my property. Compared to the state | come from Missouri does a great job with its conservation
efforts especially with deer and turkey. To close. Thank You!

Go back to 9 days two weekend main season is fine. Then two different weekend (4 day; Friday
thru Monday) seasons after the youth season on thanksgiving weekend. Alternative season is too
close to Christmas with all the busy holiday season.

I do not see any problem with the proposal.

Start firearms deer season December 1 for 9 days

Firearms season: Changing to 9 days would be fine | believe the only people that even hunt the
last two days are local people that live on their own land. I still would like to see the November
firearms season pushed back towards the end of November even Early December. The meeting |
went to years ago that was a very strong topic and | haven't seen a change yet. | mostly archery
hunt that would give us more time in the woods before everyone gets out there and deer are
spooked for the rest of the year. The early youth season | believe should be doe only. I'm
strongly in favor of the youth season but | have seen on too many occasions where dad is out
hunting and not the child. Also teaching the kids how to hunt and respecting the outdoors is not
about shooting a 160 class buck on the first time out. | think it takes some of the fun out of it and
what does that child have to look forward to in the future. I think crossbows still should only be
used when you are not physically able to pull a compound or recurve bow back. I'm in favor of
only 1 buck tag for archery, yes I’m a trophy hunter but I also want meat | shoot my doe early in
the season so | can concentrate on buck hunting the rest. I'm all for a healthy deer herd but I also
have a passion for trophy deer. | would like see the state take steps to make Missouri a trophy
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deer state as well as keep populations under control. I think by moving firearms season back and
making the youth season doe only this can be accomplished.

Reducing length of November gun season would be good. changing the timing would be good
also so it would not interfere so much with the rut. Giving the youth only more chances & better
weather to hunt would be good. Reducing antlerless season length would help populations
rebound. Eliminating urban hunting would be bad I think it should be lengthened to 9 days to
give more chance for a greater urban harvest. Only allow crossbows for youth or handicap in
archery season. The crossbow can already be used in all of the other seasons anyway. (a stock
with a trigger is not archery). Reducing the antlered deer in archery season to one would have a
very small impact on overall buck harvest & age class especially in comparison to how many
overall & younger age class bucks are taken in the November gun season & also the amount of
button bucks that are taken from all seasons.

As a lifelong deer hunter, who has seen both the best of worst of Missouri Deer Hunting, |
believe, these following changes should be implemented: 1) Move firearms deer season to one
week later in November. 2) Eliminate doe days. 3) Move the first Youth Season to mid-October.
Thank You, D.C.

In favor of reducing firearms to 9 days, move 2nd youth to Thanksgiving weekend, eliminate
Urban Portions, especially Columbia MO & Boone Cty, reduce antlerless season to 3 days, in
favor of crossbows for archery, in favor of 1 buck per archery season. I cannot attend the March
session so I'm inputting my info here. Thanks! Doe numbers down a lot past 2-3 years need to
limit the harvest; need to let bucks grow and I like keeping gun season in November like it’s
always been. Need more predator reduction in coyotes and bobcats.

Deer herd is about 25 percent of what it was a few years ago in our area. | strongly support your
effort to cut back the harvest while still maintaining balance in the herd.

Raise non Missouri resident buck tags to $500.00 a tag doe tags to $400.00 and youth tags to
$100.00 or a draw system for non-Missouri residents to limit out of state hunters

Yes reduce the length to 9 days. Expand late youth portion to 3 days GOOD. Please reduce
antlerless portion to 3days. No opinion on eliminating urban zone portion. YES ALLOW
CROSSBOWS FOR DEER HUNTING DURING THE BOW SEASON, THIS CHANGE
WOULD BE GREAT FOR BOWHUNTERS LIKE ME WHO ARE OVER 70 YEARS OLD. I
thought that you could only shoot one antlered deer during bow season?

I would agree to most changes to limit the deer count in this area. The deer have become a real
bother to plants and trees in my area. Also they are a danger to all motorists. You have my vote
on anything you can do in order to make things better. How about a FREE hunt. No permits
needed. You would of course supervise along with our Police and Troopers.

I do not like neither the crossbow as a legal weapon for archery season or the antler archery tag
limit to one. It looks like the goal with the proposed changes would be to increase the herd count.
If crossbows become legal, maybe limit that user to one deer tag only like the any deer for
firearms season. The other proposals are OK with me. Thanks.
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I think everything that has been proposed is great except for the late season youth hunt. I know a
lot of kids get rifles for Christmas and it’s nice that they get a chance to use them. | would love
to be able to use a crossbow for archery but it that happens the number of antlered deer definitely
needs to come down to 1 also. I also think out of state tags should go way up. We have plenty of
hunters in Missouri. I’d be willing to pay more for my tag if it means I'm competing against
fewer hunters.

I don't care about deer season honestly! Please consider changing our duck season dates,
especially in the north zone! It's terrible!

I kill deer to eat them. I think it is wrong to Kkill a deer for a trophy. If you look at the deer | have
checked since moving to Missouri you will see | pass Killing bucks because does taste better.
You want to increase the deer population you do that by killing more bucks and less does, trophy
size older bucks should not be the reason for limiting kills to one buck. It's crazy to allow
crossbows but not allow shotguns, that is just plain stupid. You can't convince more deer will be
wounded and unrecovered from a shotgun than a crossbow.You guys seem to just pull shit out of
the air on what is legal and not.

I disagree w/ the proposal to allow crossbows during the archery only portion of the season. Part
of the challenge in archery is preparing for the shot (getting set and drawing your bow). While a
crossbow has a much shorter range than a traditional firearm, it removes this challenge from the
hunt, and to me is no different than a pre-loaded firearm, much like a pistol. I also disagree w/
ending the urban zone portion of firearms season, strictly due to known deer numbers in urban
areas.

I don't think you should shorten the firearm season if you do make muzzleloader season longer.
Crossbow during archery season that would be great if you going to reduce our doe tags for
archery lease three doe for archery season. Just want to add should make the whole state of
Missouri A four-point rule

I am an avid November Firearms Deer Hunter. However, | have rarely if ever had a strong desire
to archery hunt due to the restrictions of not allowing cross bows as a means of hunting during
the archery season. | fully support MDC's proposal to allow crossbows as a legal method to hunt
for the fall turkey & deer season. This inclusion in our hunting sport will increase participation in
statewide hunting activities, increase permit sales & consumer spending on hunting related items.
This will generate a positive impact on the MDC & the economy of the state of Missouri as a
whole. Thank you for your time & allowing me to express my opinion.

I support the proposals as described. | think crossbow inclusion should happen sooner. Why the
need to wait? | fully support a one buck rule and think the doe harvest should be reduced.
Allowing bonus tags in multiple counties is ridiculous. An example I can by only one doe tag in
my county and then go buy one for another county. Another person can do the opposite how does
that reduce doe harvest it the same number of tags. Changes need to happen in 2015-2016
seasons quit dragging this out.
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I agree with all of the firearms changes. | disagree with the archery change, to allow crossbows
during archery season. | am primarily an archery hunter, and take pride in the trying to harvest
bucks during the early portion of the season in October and the early week of November. This is
the best time to be in the woods in my opinion because there is a much smaller group of hunters
(less pressure) and hunting during this time is when bucks are often seen roaming, seeking, and
pre-rutting. Allowing the use of crossbow will open up archery season to many more hunters, but
| feel that the increased pressure will put a sour taste in many traditional and compound archery
hunters” mouths. If the use of crossbow is seriously being considered, | would recommend only
allowing them during late archery season (after gun season) through the last day in January.

Moving the season to after the rut would be best. A draw system for other states would be nice.
Crossbow legality would be very nice. No season length alterations.

| appreciate the opportunity to write you regarding potential crossbow legislation/regulation that
is being considered in Missouri. | am writing you today on behalf of the United Bowhunters of
Illinois, a non for profit organization established in 1995 to represent the interests of Illinois
bowhunters while promoting outdoor ethics and traditional values. Our organization, along with
all other prominent bowhunting organizations in IL and in the U.S. (North American Bow
hunting Coalition, Compton’s Traditional Bowhunters, Pope and Young Club) all oppose the use
of a crossbow as a devise for bowhunting and thus respectfully oppose the proposal to allow
crossbows to be a legal weapon within the Missouri archery season. This opposition is founded
on many reasons, but fundamentally based upon the fact that crossbows are a high impact
weapon. The inclusion of a high impact weapon in archery season would create unpredictable
harvest data. Additionally, the regulation of high impact weapons (such as crossbows) with low
impact weapons (such as traditional bows) could ultimately shorten a deserved longer season for
traditional bowhunters. If the Missouri hunting community collectively wants more crossbow
hunting opportunities, | would suggest creating a separate season for the weapon. This way,
these high impact weapons can be regulated separately, which will allow more opportunity for
game management while protecting the recreation hours established by low impact weapons such
as traditional bows. Thank you for taking the time to read this communication. | sincerely
appreciate your time and | hope you will consider the negative impacts that an open crossbow
season would have to bowhunting. Sincerely, B.J. United Bowhunters of Illinois

Deer populations are not consistent across the State, and your changes should reflect that. Broad
brush changes will not fix the problems that have developed in areas like western Perry and
Southeastern Ste. Genevieve Counties. Also, please eliminate the antler point restriction.
Regulations should be based on the science of managing the herd, not based on the whims of the
"trophy" hunters.

| agree with and support all of the proposed changes.

No crossbow for the healthy hunter. I like the regular firearm season length. Get rid of the antler
less season. | don't hunt does but do like the extra days.

I agree with most proposed changes, other than crossbow. With modern technology anyone
healthy and easily capable of pulling a bow back should in my opinion. If you want to hunt with
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a fixed stock than that's what alternative methods is for. Bow hunting is a style of hunting all its
own and not done because it's easy. When everyone that decides they want to spend $1000 can
shoot a deer at 80 yds. without any practice it will change the challenge that comes with bow
hunting. Whether or not crossbow is allowed | feel like it should be differentiated from bow
hunting. | hunt public land so my opinion might be different but I enjoy my time without
everyone trampling through the area.

| think there should be no extra doe season, and the rifle season should be the first week of Dec.

Applaud the effort to limit antlerless permits and help maintain healthy populations of deer. | feel
use of crossbows should remain limited to those with a physical disability. I would also like to
see more muzzleloading and archery only areas in southern and central Missouri counties. | feel
this will help maintain a better population as well. As for non-resident fees, they should be
competitive, yet realistic. If we have too many out-of-state hunters the price needs to go up. It's
all about proper management of the deer population.

Point-by-point: Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9-
days Will this have much of an effect? | suspect there is a minority of harvest happening during
those two days. It would also eliminate hunting opportunities for folks who have vacation during
Thanksgiving week rather during the main part of the season. Expand the late youth portion to 3-
days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving « I’m afraid you’re setting the kids up to fail
by putting youth season immediately after firearms season, as (it seems to me) deer haven’t
“settled down” from all the human intrusion. « This would also likely necessitate a move of the
first youth season forward in the calendar a weekend or two to maximize opportunities for youth
based on parents’ schedules. Moving the second weekend of youth season to Thanksgiving
weekend will put parents in a position of taking their kids out four of five consecutive weekends
with the current timing of the first youth season. ¢ If the urban hunts are eliminated, then why not
move youth season to the former urban weekend? Usually weather is not an issue (other than
warmth). Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in
December « I’m fine with this. It will obviously reduce the take on antlerless deer, but changing
the timing until after Thanksgiving will result in more bred does being taken. According to your
figures most breeding is done in the early rut, about two weeks prior to the proposed timing.
Changing to after Thanksgiving seems a bit counterintuitive, though it would/should obviously
increase overall herd numbers with the reduction of does being harvested.

Eliminate the urban zones portion « | live in a county with an open urban season (Franklin
County), but I do not have access to an area to hunt. 1think the urban zone idea is good but it
has relatively poor harvest numbers, especially in Franklin County. 1 think this idea is a “wash”
for population boosting or control numbers. Archery Season Changes: Allow crossbows as a
legal method during the archery deer and turkey season « I’m fine with allowing crossbows for
archery and turkey seasons. Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1
* I’m fine with a one antlered deer limit for archery. Conservation Area Regulations
Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery
antlerless permits « Don’t these regulations already exist? It’s pretty easy to tell what methods
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are allowed for what areas with minimal research through the published booklets and the
internet. This seems like a problem in semantics and syntax, not regulations.

I wish to share some of the ideas my family, friends and fellow hunters have been discussing.
The main topic has been on the issue of allowing crossbows to be used during the archery
season. We have strong feelings that allowing the use of crossbows during archery season is a"
very" bad idea. My family, wife and two sons, live on a rural farm in the Ozarks. We all
thoroughly enjoy the outdoors and hunting, especially deer. My youngest son, age 11, and | are
avid bow hunters. Since our family is fortunate enough to have a nice farm for hunting deer we
like to share this opportunity with others. My son has four of his friends who also enjoy shooting
bows and are fortunate enough to have fathers who help them develop these bow skills. Last
summer and fall we spent a lot of time and outings developing their shooting skills. During this
last fall season we were very fortunate to enjoy many, many bow hunts together. During this
time we strongly emphasized to these young kids' hunting ethics and standards, we even limited
their shooting ranges to 20 yds. due to the fact they still required time to develop their shooting
skills and range competencies. Even with a fantastic season, none of the kids were able to get a
deer. This brings me to our point of our contention. If the proposed regulation of allowing
crossbows were allowed, and if we hypothetically allowed these young kids to use them, the
whole hunting scenario changes. With the use of traditional bow archery equipment, there has to
be much, much practicing and greatly limiting the shot distances. If we hypothetically put a
crossbow equipped with a scope in these kids hands, sitting in a tree stand with a shooting rest,
or a blind with a shooting rest, virtually” NO" practicing is needed and any deer within a 40-50
yard range is potentially a shot deer. It boils down to aim and squeeze the trigger! The point is
this, we believe a crossbow with a scope and the use of a shooting rest is as close to a "GUN" as
it gets, whether used by kids or adults. We feel allowing its use will change the traditional
dynamics of the archery season and its perception by the public. We are strongly opposed to the
proposal of allowing its use during the archery season. Thanks for allowing us to voice our
opinion.

I definitely am in favor of being able to use a crossbow during archery season. I'm 66 and at my
age hunting with a compound or recurve bow is no longer safe. During the alternative portion |
want to muzzleloader hunt. Have you considered a special tag for the alternative season? Now |
have to save a tag from the firearms portion.

For the fall firearms deer season, MDC proposes: * Maintaining the current timing of the
November portion but reducing the length from 11 days to nine days.- Agree. « Expanding the
late youth firearms weekend from two days to three days and having it begin the Friday after
Thanksgiving instead of early January, I do not like this change because I think it gets abused by
adults. Keep the late portion after the alternative weapons season. « Reducing the length of the
antlerless firearms portion from 12 days to three days and beginning it on the first Friday in
December. Agree. For the fall archery deer and turkey season, MDC proposes: * Allowing
crossbows as a legal method - Do not agree. Reducing the limit of antlered deer during the
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archery season from two to one. Agree. Make our non-resident rates equal to the average of the
adjoining states. This would be fair.

No problem with the 9 day season. OK with the proposed youth season change. Do not agree
with the use of crossbows being legal. I think the use of crossbows now is being very much
abused by people that are able to hunt with a regular bow. I think it is great for people who have
some type of a medical problem and this is the only way they can hunt, but | know a lot of
people who abuse this. I also think there will be a lot more deer crippled if everybody can use a
crossbow because they will have the mentality they can shoot at any distance. Bow hunting is a
very special sport and with the new bows with all the great letoffs there is no reason unless you
are truly handicapped that you coulnot bow hunt if you really wanted to.Allowing two bucks I
think is ok. One before gun season and one after and I think is very fair, | don,t think the number
of bucks killed after gun season with a bow is that great anyway.l wouldn't care if you would
end bow season Dec. 31st. instead of Jan. 15. A lot of the does that were bread early are carrying
baby deer.

I think a lot of changes need to be made with our hunting regulations. | support and agree with
all changes being set forth by the commission except for the urban portion. I think we should
keep this season in tact as it stands as there are still a large number of deer in core areas that are
not accessible during other seasons.

| agree with most of the changes. You should also go back to requiring people to check deer in
person at a check station. Especially archers. A lot of them are being shot with a gun during the
youth season. One reason for the spike in bucks being checked by archers. Should also illuminate
early youth season. Youths can be introduced to hunting deer like the rest of us were on opening
day. Keep the late hunt to give them another chance. By the way | am an archer. | also approve
of the use of crossbows. The deer check stations were not only a way to check deer but were also
a social event. | have heard a lot of deer hunters say that they miss he check stations.

I like most of the changes or at least have no problem. But | do think non-resident permit could
use some changes. One that affects us is our son lives in Arkansas and has buy non-resident
turkey and deer permits. With both costing $225 and $500 per year to hunt our FAMILY farm of
328+90 acres. Plus buying nonresident hunting and duck stamp and bird stamp. It does have a
big effect on what he does or does not hunt on our FAMILY farm. 1 really like to see something
or some kind of discount to family members to just hunt on FAMILY farms. | am okay with
$225 but when you're charging non-resident land owners, families that pay tax in Missouri and
spend money help with wildlife management of family’s farms we should have some less cost. |
know it would take work to make sure everyone is buying the correct tag but it would sure help
us out.

| do not wish to see the firearms season shortened and | do not want to see crosshows added to
archery season. If anything they could be added to firearms. Everything else I think is a good
idea.

If this is what you all think is best for the deer herd, then I have no objection. The changes to the
youth portion are welcome. A few thoughts: | wonder whether lowering limits will also lower the
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number of people who go afield at all, and end up reducing the harvest more than you might be
expecting. | know that for at least a few of us, lowering limits reduces our willingness to travel as
far in the state. It isn't worth going all the way to Princeton (deer heaven) for only two animals.
If there are to be no firearms in the urban areas at all, it seems there’s no safety reason to
“interrupt” the archery season in those areas. Simplification is fine, but for the ordinary guy, not
the professional or former Marine Scout Sniper, the effective range of a bow is around 100 feet;
for a muzzleloader around 300 feet; for a "deer rifle” 900 feet at most. | note that the effective
range of a shotgun / slug is also around 300 feet; realistically somewhat less. If the motivation
behind the portion/weapon regulations is "manage the harvest" & "safety” why then restrict
shotguns to the "rifle” portion? Do you think many shotgun owners would go hunting the week
between Christmas & New Year's Eve? Would black powder enthusiasts feel somehow cheated?
I've seen research suggesting solid blaze orange is more visible to other hunters than the camo /
breakup blaze orange. OK, fine maybe there's even a measurable safety effect here. | am
wondering whether requiring sleeves when used in a blaze orange breakup pattern addresses
safety concerns and hunter concerns. Vests are not very visible from the side -- | should think
that adding even 60% sleeves would greatly increase visibility and not sacrifice too much hunter
stealth. Is there any research on this? What are other states doing? | am already on your e-mail
list; Thanks for all your good work. Time to get out scouting. T.

Going to a 1 buck limit does nothing except make you a big horn state. There is no biological
reason to do something like that. I have yet to see a buck have a fawn. Cross bows should be
made to have a separate season. If you have problems you can shut that season down. I think it
will be more acceptable to hunters.

I fully in favor of full crossbow inclusion in archery season. | am also in favor of limiting to one
buck tag. As far as gun season goes | am in favor of shortening it, however I think it needs
pushed into December and out of November. | am in favor of expanding youth season.

I am in favor of simplifying conservation area regs by limiting methods; however I would want
crossbows included.

After reading your proposed changes | have the following comments: 1). The 9 day firearm
season is good idea. In addition, the season should be moved to a later date (late November or
early December until the herd is at a sustainable number). 2). I am not in favor of moving the
youth season to the day after Thanksgiving. What good does it do to shorten the regular firearm
season to 9 days but then have an additional 3 day youth firearm season during the November
rut. This makes no sense. If you are wanting the youth to have more positive encounter deer
hunting have the season in September or early October when the weather is more desirable.

3). I am in favor of the 3 day antlerless portion in December. | am also in favor of eliminating the
season unit the deer numbers increase. 4). The urban zone firearm portion should be eliminated.
5). Archery season - | am in favor of the use of a cross bow for the reasons that was listed.

6). Reducing the antlered archery harvest from 2 to 1 at his point is not warranted. First, how
many archers actually harvest their second antlered deer? Second, | think an increase of 8% over
13 years doesn't throw a red flag up that the harvest of antlered deer during the archery season is
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having much of an impact on the breeding season. | am not sold on this idea but open for more
discussion / data on this subject. 7). I am in favor of conservation area regulation changes. My
question is what regions are mainly going to be impacted. | have property in the Northeast part of
the state and would like to see muzzleloading and archery methods only on the some of those
conservation areas. (Deer Ridge would be one) 8). The non-resident deer hunting permits cost
needs to increase. | believe that one of the reasons our deer herd number are not as healthy as
they could be is because of the cost of the non-resident tag. Individuals come from all over the
country to hunt whitetail deer in Missouri because how cheap the tags are. Look at the cost of
Illinois, Kansas, and lowa. Another consideration would be to have a non- resident draw system
for both firearm and archery. 9). In addition | want to thank the MDC for the wonderful
resources this state has and the quality of hunting and fishing we have. The department does a
fantastic job!

I would be in favor of a rule change to allow crossbows during Bow Hunting Season.

I'm OK with the proposed changes and would like to add an antlerless portion for Ste. Genevieve
County where I hunt. | would also like to eliminate point restrictions as | hunt primarily for
meat; passing on young bucks in favor of older ones reduces meat tenderness.

Firearms Season Changes: | agree with all the changes that are being considered.

Archery Season Changes: | disagree allowing a crossbow to be a legal method. | agree on
limiting hunters to 1 buck tag instead of two. This would help the buck to doe ratio.
Conservation Area Regulations: | agree with simplifying the regulations for conservation areas

I am in favor of all the changes under consideration.

As a nonresident landowner of 160 acres in the southeast part of the state, | would really like to
some kind of relief from the expense of regular nonresident permit fees. | am closely
approaching 35 years of bowhunting, and almost 40 years deer hunting overall, | am completely
in favor of allowing the use of crossbows for the entire archery season. As to the other proposed
changes, | am pretty much indifferent to each, as my opportunities to hunt are determined by my
work schedule

I think it should be moved so it is not in the rut. lowa and Illinois have great success growing
larger bucks doing this. These bucks aren't so vulnerable out of the rut.

I have reviewed the recommended changes for the 2016-2017 deer season. | do not agree with
limiting archery hunters to only one antlered deer. However not my opinion alone can change
this, however | would like to offer a suggestion to compromise. | would like to see the
Conservation Department give archery hunters the option for a second antlered deer. My
recommendation is that if an archery hunter does not use their firearms antlered deer permit, that
it can be used to harvest an antlered deer with archery equipment. In this case the hunter will still
only be allowed to harvest 2 antlered deer for all seasons combined.

Leave youth season alone. That's when a lot of trappers start trapping. Woods will be crazy. 9
days is fine, 3 days on doe season aint enough. Make it 5 days or something. Split the difference.
Crossbows allowed is great. 1 buck is fine for archery season. | never agreed with 2 anyway.
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I’ve read all of the proposed changes, | consider myself a good hunter and conservationist, and
I’m on board with the changes, | see good in them for our future

As a supporter of MDC and Missouri's wildlife for close to a decade now, nonresident land
owner and tax payer, annual archery and firearm permit buyer, after countless hours and amount
of money spent every year on improving Missouri's wildlife wellbeing and habitat on my
property, my heart breaks every time MDC fails to recognize important role non-residents like
myself play when it comes to wildlife management. People like me contribute more to wildlife
conservation than folks who live on 10th floor of St. Louis apartment building or someone who
rents place in Kirksville and pays no property tax whatsoever yet their deer permit is $17. Non-
resident deserve break somewhere like in other states. Every year | fight my next door neighbor
who is a millionaire and wants to eradicate deer because they eat his corn, according to his words
"if can Kkill them all and not see another deer for the rest of his life it would be perfect” he brings
a dozen hunters to his place every year telling them if they don't shoot every deer they see they
won't hunt his place next year, we find 6 plus dead deer after every season laying around and
YOUR laws and regulations supports people like that versus me just because I'm non-resident
and he is not. I'm on your side and people like him aren't, please understand that. People like me
are your job security people like my neighbor are not! If you keep ignoring problems like that
and we all start acting like that we won't have any deer around for much longer. I'm More than
willing to work alongside with MDC but you need to recognize and reward our efforts in some
way. At the end firearm season should be moved out of rut. Look what lowa and Illinois are
doing and compare size of deer they grow out there. Thank you.

I have no issues with the proposed changes to the 2016-2017 deer season. As we have noticed a
significant drop in the number of deer in the NE portion of Lincoln County I think these changes
are necessary. | can't say that I like the reduction in the number of days that | can hunt with a
firearm but 1 would certainly prefer to see more deer on those days that | can be on stand. | have
the good fortune of also being a bowhunter so any time | can't use the firearm I will have my
crossbow. (Yes | have a medical exemption for that) | feel that MDC allowing crossbows during
the archery season has been long overdue. Hope that gets approved.

I very much agree with all the proposed deer season changes.

I agree with all of the proposed changes except for allowing crossbows during archery season. If
a person is unable to draw a bow MDC already allows for Dr. notes. Kids can start bow hunting
when capable of drawing a bow. No need to overcrowd bow season, overcrowding during rifle
season is what pushes a lot of hunters into bow hunting. As a hunter that has hunted multiple
states | would also like to see MO go to a limited draw for non-residents like the majority of our
neighboring states.

My first and most personally charged comment is not listed above. | feel that the timing of the
early youth season should be changed to somewhere earlier in the season or sometime after the
November rifle season. Now on to proposed changes: | support a shorter season and would even
support less than 9 days if it contributes to an older age class for bucks. | would propose
breaking the season up for less pressure during the rut as well (fewer days during rut, open up for
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more rifle hunting later in the season if needed). | do not support any additional days of youth
hunting for bucks outside of the current 11 day rifle season. | have a child who is just getting
started and she goes with me during my season! | have little opinion on the antlerless hunt. I do
think there are too many hunters that cannot refrain from harvesting an animal regardless of
current conditions so it would probably benefit the herd for the immediate future. | would
support eliminating the urban zones portion. Would that also reinstate the antler restrictions in
those areas? | would certainly support reinstating antler restrictions. |1 don't have a strong opinion
on this. It appears to me that doctors are more than willing to hand out notes for patients to use
them already. If reducing buck tags for archery will help increase age class for bucks I am all for
it! I have limited opinion regarding conservation area regulations. Whichever method most helps
the MDC to manage our deer will have my support.

I am glad the MDC is looking at changes to the deer season. | believe the MDC does a great job
compared to the neighboring states. | am favor on reducing the number of days to 9. A little less
pressure. The timing was great this year. | have mixed feelings about moving the youth season to
Thanksgiving. I normally doe hunt this time of year. However | had little success. Also | think
our youths need more exposure to hunting and the last youth can be brutal with the weather. It’s
a good idea. 3 days for antlerless seems tough. Maybe 5 days. First Friday in December works
for me. Eliminating the urban zone is a great idea. | do not hunt in urban zones however.
GREAT IDEA with having crossbows in archery season. Get more people involved and excited
to hunt. | would buy one in a heartbeat. At least give everyone over 50 the option to use a
crossbow. Not a fan of reducing the number of antlerless deer in archery season. | love deer meat
and getting a doe is a real challenge for me. Seeing a legal buck is difficult. Keep the archery for
taking antlerless deer.

Why limit archery to one buck? Some of us who are serious about our hunting would like to be
able to have a buck to go after later in the season if we kill one early. The diehard archery
hunters who are managing are probably the only ones who would even try for a second archery
buck and we shouldn't get hit with a regulation that should be tailored for a problem that is
created by gun hunters. Very few people kill a second archery buck, although many try. So
taking away that tag shouldn't have much effect on the buck harvest. Why do it?

I think all of the proposals sound well thought out and should be implemented. There have been
no changes for some time now thinks it makes sense to do some changes.

As someone who just recently started the adventure into hunting and, hopefully, trapping, my
initial reaction is frustration. |1 am just starting out at this time, and am now running into a slight
roadblock on the experience. Putting aside my thoughts, and yes, frustration, on the reduction of
the length of the antlerless portion of the hunt, the reduction of the antlered deer limit to 1
(instead of 2), and the removal of the urban portion (I live in St. Louis City, and upon obtaining
my Heritage Card, looked forward to participating, if possible, a little closer to home). |
understand the changes, and the need to do so. | cannot say | LIKE it, but | AGREE with it, as it
benefits every hunter in Missouri, the wildlife itself, and the ability to continue doing what so
many enjoy. | think this is a good idea, for the deer population and future hunting, for safety in
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the urban areas, and regarding the youth portions, to provide better opportunities for the younger
individuals to enjoy the sport, challenge, and benefits, of hunting, and Missouri wildlife and the
outdoors. I still don't like it, but 1 agree with it. On the bow hunting, as someone who has just
entered into the challenges of learning this skill, I cannot say it will truly affect me, as | am
honest enough to know | would be VERY unlikely to take a buck with a bow at this time. In the
future? Maybe. | expect the limits will again change in time, which is a benefit to me. Others will
be more affected than me, but again, seeing the long term benefit in the changes, | cannot
disagree. As someone who has a relative out of state, who would like to enjoy hunting in
Missouri, | do think the "out of state" license is a bit pricey, as does he (my brother). BUT. In
the best interest of Missouri hunters, | would worry that reducing the price would draw more
hunters, who are less likely to respect Missouri's wildlife, natural resources, and lands. | believe
at this time, we are in a good place with the prices as they are, and would not change them
(more, or less) at this time. The Conservation Area Regulations. | am still trying to be sure |
understand the meaning of this statement, so will not comment, other than to ask for a bit of
clarification if someone can respond to my email. If not, | agree, in principal, from what |
understand, but will attend a meeting for discussion to be sure | have it clear.

The proposed deer season changes look to be exactly what the state needs.

I agree with all proposals. Although there appears to be no change in the antler point restrictions,
I support them also. Although my experience is anecdotal, having hunted in Warren County the
past few years, | have seen more mature bucks than I saw in twenty five year hunting in Howell,
Douglas, and Ozark counties.

I like the proposed plan! My main concern is the (way to low) price we charge out of state
hunters! Our state is just as good as Illinois, lowa, Kansas, etc. and we need to be proud of that!
Average all the top deer hunting states and charge out of state people the average! It should be in
the $375-$450 range! They are coming to my state to hunt my deer and we have been too cheap
for way too long! Thanks for listening- J.D.

I do not agree with the changes to the November firearms season with the shortening of regular
and antlerless. Also, | don't agree with eliminating urban hunts. I hunt on my own 40 acres and
rarely see deer during hunting season, haven't killed one since 2009 and shortening the season
will only make it more difficult.

It sounds like you are looking to reduce the length of rifle season to promote a larger deer
population, which would be fine. If I didn't know of 8 people that have hit deer in 2014 (myself
included). Is the Missouri deer population at a massive decline over the past few years? | don't
think adding crossbows to archery season is fair. If you are an avid bow hunter, it's insulting
when talking to people who "bow hunt" with crossbows because of "shoulder issues"”. | know a
few people that do this just because they have a doctor's note and prefer using a scope and
because of the ease of the hunt (more like hunting with a rifle). I've had my draw arm shoulder
dislocated 4 times and still hunt with a 65# bow. Also, changing this regulation, | feel would
promote more big buck poaching during the first part of bow season (if people had 2 any deer
tags) and would make roadside poaching easier with the ability to have a crossbow set and ready
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to fire at longer ranges from a vehicle. | do agree with the elimination of the urban portions. The
boundaries for these seem to change frequently and the areas where you can and want to hunt are
far enough from cities that it isn't decreasing deer populations close to bigger cities.

Crossbows should be in rifle season, not in archery season. Archers originally got a long season
because it was difficult to have success and took constant practice to achieve success. A
crossbow can be picked up the day before season and be proficient with.

I am a former resident, current nonresident, and a resident to be by this summer (transferring
back home). I have always believed the MDC has done a great job of managing the resource.
With that said, | agree on all the proposed regulations, except the reduction to 1 buck on the
archery tag. Even as a non-resident, 1 would fully understand if non-residents were reduced to
one antlered tag. Honestly, I would not have cared for it as a non-resident. However, it certainly
would send a message to residents that we are trying to protect the antlered bucks from the out of
state hunters that have a perception of lowering their standards as though not to end up with tag
soup. With regard to the other proposals, again | believe the MDC understands the resource, the
population and trends within. Additionally, I am confident there is a pulse on the hunters and
keeping the balance between what you do and what we want to see. Last, on the question below
with regard to the cost of a nonresident permit. | believe it is too low considering it has two
antlered tags to it. If it was reduced to one, | believe the cost is fair.

I agree with all the proposed changes, except allowing crossbows. If you’re getting older like me,
then back off on the pounds you are pulling.

Agree to all changes except only one buck during archery season. | think you should still allow 2
bucks as before and possibly allow one to be a spike. | have seen some old spikes on my property
and cannot remove them. Thanks.

We have read the proposed changes. | support every proposed change. Especially the 3 day
youth season. For anyone religiously opposed to hunting on Sunday, this will be a welcome
additional day for children to hunt. And the proposed change from 2 archery buck to 1 is also
needed. And cutting back the number of days hunted will help the herd to stabilize from the
losses of the last several hard years.

I like the proposal to limit the # of archery bucks to one and would be fine with shortening the
Nov. firearms portion to 9 days. I do not think allowing crossbows is a good idea. The older
hunters can already get a permit to use crossbows if unable to draw a compound bow. Crossbows
require less skill and would result in more deer being killed, which is not needed at this time. |
would prefer the second youth season to stay in January.

The 2 bucks for archery is perfect what I'd like to see is 2 buck tags and you use those for either
bow or gun but for hunters that don't bow hunt still can get 2 or vice versa. Crossbow would be
awesome. As far as timing I'd like it to stay the same. But youth season to be moved after gun
season or have youth the 2nd weekend of firearms. A lot of people take kids but I really don't see
a young kid shooting a 30.06 150 yards at a buck of a lifetime, think about that. Or regulate
youths to shotgun only
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Policy Coordination, Following are my comments to your proposed changes to the state’s deer
hunting regulation for the 2016-2017 hunting season. « Maintaining the current timing of the
November portion but reducing the length from 11 days to nine days, a. | am in favor of reducing
the length from 11 days to the 9 days schedule. « Expanding the late youth firearms weekend
from two days to three days and having it begin the Friday after Thanksgiving instead of early
January, a. I am in favor of expanding the youth season to three days or maybe four days to
allow a more accessible time for the young to have ample hunting time. b. The special hunt
area’s number of days for youth is great because it allows time to make commitment to a certain
day and time to hunt. And usually there is time at these locations to scout the area before the
hunt. c. The Friday after Thanksgiving is a great time or the week between Christmas and New
Year because of school closures for the holidays. « Reducing the length of the antlerless firearms
portion from 12 days to three days and beginning it on the first Friday in December. a. | am in
favor of reducing the length to three days beginning the first Friday of December. « Eliminating
the urban zones portion. a. I am in favor of eliminating the urban zone hunting portion but also
being able to bring back when needed. « For the fall archery deer and turkey season allowing
crossbows as a legal method. a. | am in favor of allowing crossbows as a legal method. Being a
senior and limited muscle mass it would help me continue my hunting. ¢ Reducing the limit of
antlered deer during the archery season from two to one. a. I am in favor of reducing the antlered
deer from 2 to 1. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

I really like the idea of moving back the deer firearms season by a week. But | would like to keep
the 2 archery buck tags with my Archery License. By keeping the 2 buck tags it would allow us
hunters to enjoy the whole season rather than having to quit after shooting the first buck. Thanks!

I am in favor of all proposed regulation changes for the upcoming deer season. The proposal |
feel strongest about is to allow crossbows during archery season. I will be 69 this year and this
regulation would provide both new hunters and us older folks alike with over 3 more months of
opportunity to hunt here in Missouri. | sincerely hope it is approved. Thanks for all that Missouri
hunting offers us, J.K.

Crossbows should never be allowed to be used during the archery portion of hunting season, at
any point. Nowadays any crossbow can easily shoot 80 yards. Archery hunting is meant to be a
challenge, not a long season open for what can pretty much be considered a "gun”. | can agree
that crossbows can be used for disabled people that can't pull back a bow, but some disabled
people can still pull back a lightweight bow. It doesn't take much draw weight to kill a deer. I've
seen deer killed with 40 pounds of draw weight from a child's bow easily. Archery season should
stick to the current archery equipment required.

Can live with all proposed changes except for crossbows in archery season, | think they have no
business in archery season except for disabled hunters!

I am in favor of all the proposed changes.

Need to do away with bonus tags in Ste. Genevieve county any way. | hunted 11 times during the
rifle portion and saw 1 doe. | hunted 9 times during the muzzle loading portion and again saw 1
doe. As a hunter who likes deer meat and also like to see deer it really hard to shoot the only deer
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you see | do like the 4 pt rule but in my option we need to keep the 4 pt rule and do away with
the bonus tags because it will make people think before they shoot the first doe they see then
continue to hunt and also shoot the basket racked 8 pt. Which is not what us hunters that really
care about the deer herd would do anyway, but in my opinion your just putting the fox in the hen
house. | know it will cut down on revenue but if you guys really care about the deer herd then so
be it raise our tags if you have to keep the revenue just my 2 cents would really like a response to
this.

Reduce firearms hunt to 9 days and keep the same timing. Increase deer herd.

Yes on the three day youth hunt starting the Friday of Thanksgiving. Promote hunting for the
next generation of hunters. Yes on the three day antlerless only but why late December. What
happens to the alternate methods season. More does and buttons for increased deer population.
Urban Zone no comment. Use of crossbows should be for disabled hunters or 65 and older only
during Archery season. Keep the two buck limit for archery. This will keep late season pressure
off the does (more future deer). | think most good archery hunters are fairly selective shooting
bucks and late season is difficult hunting weather, but also a good chance to shoot a trophy buck.
How many archery hunters are taking two bucks? During archery pre-firearm, if you shoot a
button consider it a filled buck tag for late archery. This will help the buck population. Consider
limiting archery antlerless tags to one before and one after firearms season?

I like all of the changes you are proposing. I think nonresident deer tags should be the same as
nonresidents have to pay that hunt in their state.

1. Whatever the dept of conservation feels is best for the state deer herd depending on the each
area or district of the state as local deer numbers may vary drastically from one area to another
depending on food/water resources. 2. | am 100% for allowing crossbows for archery season for
everyone that way it may allow more hunters to enjoy the woods--1 know some traditionalist
have different opinions with long bows vs recurves vs compounds but this has been a heated
discussion for a long while with some individuals--the bottom line to me is allowing more people
to enjoy our resources with whatever option they are more comfortable with and taking solid
ethical shots with equipment that they have confidence in for quick humane kills.

I am an avid hunter. | hunt about 5 times a week on my family's 1,000 acre farm. With that being
said | think shortening the antlerless season would be a great idea. We have a lot less does
around here than what we did 6 years ago. I also think that crossbows should be legal to all
hunters. I hunt with a crossbow do to a shoulder injury with a permit. However | would like to
get my mother who rifle hunts and my wife who has never hunted into hunting and it would be
easier to start them out on a crossbow.

I am not sure how MDC calculates the size of the Missouri deer herd, and I'll assume that your
extrapolations are fairly accurate. But, I'm sure there are regional, if not local variations. | own
40 acres of woods and have trail cameras throughout the property. | have counted eight distinctly
different antlered bucks, and several button bucks. The largest is a 10 pointer, and the least is a
spike buck. I have three does, each given birth to twins. There are another four, maybe six, other
does wandering the woods without fawns. In NJ and PA were | have hunted my entire life, they
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manage by Zones. The deer management teams understand these local/regional differences and
manage the herds in those zones according to harvest reports, road kill numbers and other
factors. | believe that your proposed changes to season timing (esp. the rut) and length are too
general for a state with the size and ecological diversity of Missouri. Looking forward, | would
like to see MDC modify its deer management strategy from a "Whole State™ plan, to a more
regional/zone based on accurate deer population studies/reporting and reproductive success.

I do not believe that crossbows should be used during the archery season. Shooting a crossbow
iIs much easier and accurate then a compound/traditional bow and will significantly increase the
amount of deer and turkey harvested during the archery season due to the extended range and
easy of shooting. Crossbows are too similar to rifles, and in my opinion, is not sportsman like if
used during the archery season. Allowing crossbows will take a lot of the challenges away from
the archery season. Consider shoot a turkey, a crossbow (which is maintained in the drawn
position) has longer shooting distance then a shotgun. Please do not allow crossbows in the
archery season. Four months of crossbow/firearm season would not be good for deer and turkey
conservation. Most people will abandon their bows for crossbows and the herds/flocks will
diminish.

I agree with mist of the proposed changes for the 2016-2017 seasons. The one thing | would like
to see changed would be moving the main firearms season back to the end of November or the
beginning of December. This would push the main portion of firearms season out of the rut and
allow some of the bigger bucks to breed does and not make them so vulnerable.

Agree with all proposals outlined here except the doe season 3 day limit and the fact it will no
longer coincide with buck season. I'm ok with 3 day season but have it coincide with first 3 days
of gun season in November, when many hunters only have that first weekend to deer hunt.
Crossbow addition is well overdue, especially for senior hunters!

I think that if you are going to reduce the number of antlered deer taken during the archery
portion, then there should not be the legalization of the crossbow for all during the archery
portion. If you want to help our deer herd out and bring in your out of state hunters, then reduce
our antlered deer to 1. No matter how you take the antlered deer you get only one for that year.
This will give us deer like lowa, Illinois and Kansas....The true big buck states.

I received a media email message from MDC.MO.GOQOV regarding The Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) seeking public input on proposed changes to the state’s deer hunting
regulations for the 2016-2017 hunting season. | fully support ALL of the recommended changes
except the elimination of the Urban Zone. The deer population in urban areas has become
unmanageable except by hunting. | especially support the use of Crossbows for anyone who so
desires during archery season

I am actually good with most of these suggested changes. | would like to see one other though -
the restriction of antlerless deer to one-per-season regardless of the manner taken. One with
either a bow or rifle or alternative. A bag limit on antlerless deer. I can recall when the
population of deer in Osage County was so low, that you had to enter a lottery-style draw to even
get a "doe tag"”. | would hate to see us regress back to that level.
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I agree with all the proposed changes. My wife and | hunt together except for during archery and
the proposed crossbow issue would make her very happy. We also have introduced one
grandchild to the joy of nature and she, at the age of 10, understands the benefits of hunting to
provide food for the family. The early season will make just being out in the woods more
pleasurable for her. We hunt mostly private land but have noticed an increase in hunting around
us and a decrease in the number of deer. The proposed shorter season should still provide plenty
of opportunity and better odds of harvesting a deer. As to the increase in out of state permit fees,
I have seen higher and would not be opposed to an increase until the deer population recovers
some. All good conservation efforts require change from time to time. Thank you, S.R. Sr.

First let me clarify that I am a non-resident that owns a farm in Knox Co. So, of course | am
against the increasing of non-resident fees. The argument | would put forward is the fact (in my
case) we spent almost 6 months every year in Missouri, but are legally residents of Fla. We
contribute quite a bit to the local economy, but also end up putting a lot in sales tax, which is
your funding. Being in this group, we will pay a lot more simply because we buy the non-
resident lic. and then continue spending as we live and contribute to the state of Missouri. At one
time this group of out of state land owners were treated fairly, so this item needs to be revisited.
Next item for me, which you seem to have a good handle on, is the use of crossbows during
archery. I am 67 an already use one with an exemption. As you seem to understand, this change
will help in keeping seniors in the field, and maybe introducing others to bow hunting. All your
other changes sound firm and solid. Now, make them!

I believe those are fantastic ideas that could very easily improve Deer Hunting in our state.
Crossbow being allowed during regular bow Season is a must! The only thing | don’t agree with
is lowering Firearms Season to 9 days. | think we're just fine where we're at.

I agree with the proposed change.

I am a transplant from Pa and hunted their most of my life before moving to Missouri. | watched
crossbows become legal in that state they definitely changed archery hunting particularly on
public lands there was a noticeable decline in quality outings as hunters using crossbows
employed tactics that were much higher impact on deer. | would be opposed to this change for
archer season in its entirety. | feel like a better proposal would be have a separate crossbow
season and sell an appropriate permit | am not oppose to crossbows but they are a different
weapon and should not be classified as archery tackle. Secondly | caution over simplifying the
regulations on conservation areas. Some of the best hunts | have had are on the areas that limit or
eliminate doe harvest with rifles this increase in population results in a quality rut hunt. The
Conservation areas with a healthy doe population result in bucks seeking these areas in the rut.
Opening them up to statewide doe regulations even with the shorter proposed seasons would
result in a much lower quality of hunt.

I think all the changes would be great except for expanding the late youth season. I think there is
too much poaching and trespassing that goes on during the youth hunts.

I agree with all proposed changes but would like to see rifle season moved out of the rut.
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I am okay with reducing the season length from 11 days to 9 days. | am fine with the youth
season changes. | am okay with reducing the length of the antlerless portion. I thought MDC
needed the urban zone portion to help control deer in populated areas. If so, | have no idea why
you are planning to eliminate this. | am not in favor of allowing everyone to use crossbows. |
think we in Ste. Genevieve county have too FEW deer; allowing crossbows will just increase the
harvest. | am fine with reducing the limit of antlered deer that may be taken during the fall
archery season from two to one. | am okay with simplifying the methods of harvest regulations at
the conservation areas. HOWEVER, | think that in many cases the methods allowed are far too
restrictive, such as not allowing shotgun turkey hunting in some smaller wildlife areas and nature
areas. | cannot see why people cannot hunt with shotguns IF warnings about safety are posted in
numerous places.

I have a few comments on the proposed changes to our deer hunting regulations. Allowing
crossbows as a legal method during archery season will alter the way future generation bow hunt
to the extent that it will be the equivalent of having four month long rifle season. With the ability
to not have to move to draw a bow, and the fact that telescopic sights will be used on most
crossbows, there is little difference in hunting technique. Considering that in most of the forested
portions of our state fifty to sixty yards is an average shot distance for rifle hunters, a crossbow
has no limitations in effectiveness at that range. Future generations of hunters will choose to hunt
less with traditional and compound bows and drift further and further toward the crossbow due to
its increased range and lethality. It will diminish the quality of hunting for regular archers and
rifle hunters for several years after its implementation by putting a large number of uneducated
hunters in the woods that take the easiest route to a harvest. My greatest fears are that this will
push our deer herd so far towards being nocturnal that daytime hunting will have such a low
percentage of success that it would be a waste of time, and that it will reduce bag limits for
regular archers, and that over time it will force the department shorten archery season. | hunted
with a recurve bow this fall for six weeks and only had one shot opportunity. If archery season is
altered to account for higher kill numbers due to the use of a crossbow, it will be nearly
impossible to take a deer stalking (I do not prefer to hunt from an elevated stand) with a recurve
in an abbreviated season. This change is too radical, the crossbow regulations that are in place at
this moment are a very good balance of use and regulation. As in regards to shortening the days
of rifle season | believe the current length is appropriate. Hunters like me that try to take mature
bucks will sometimes need this amount of time to harvest those types of animals. A weather
system that moves in for several days as on the opening day of the 2013 season with lots of heat
and wind and rain dropped harvest numbers substantially. Less days will not be equitable to rifle
hunters in pursuit of a mature buck in case of weather. A better alternative would be to only have
one weekend of hunting with the opening day on a Monday, but still allow the full eleven days
for dedicated sportsman. The proposal to amend regulations so that archers may only take one
antlered deer seems unfair to archers that devote a lot of effort to the sport. A better alternative
would be to allow hunters a second archery buck if they donate a deer to the share the harvest
program. Hunters that are willing to help the less fortunate deserve an incentive because of the
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effort and monetary cost to donate. | am STRONGLY in favor of retaining all the current archery
limits and regulations. 1 am in favor of all of the rest of the changes the department has proposed.

Don't reduce the # of antlered deer for archery but add antler restriction on 2nd antlered deer.
Do not eliminate Urban zone.

I agree with all of the proposed changes. I also would like to see out of state fees stay the same.

I agree with all proposed changes, especially the youth portion and a one buck limit during
archery season.

For the November portion it can change from 11 to 9 days because most hunters fill their tags on
opening weekend. Late youth season-I like the idea of it starting after thanksgiving day it can
change from 2 days 3 days. Don't like the idea of the antlerless portion if you are going to limit
the doe tags to one per hunter then you all should do away with the antlerless portion for 2 to 3
years so the deer herd can make a comeback then open up the antlerless season back up if the
deer herd is high enough to allow hunters to hunt more than 1 deer through the season. I like the
idea to allow crossbows for the archery season because some hunters can’t pull back a bow with
shoulder problems without going to a doctor to get permission to use a crossbow this will save a
lot of time and money for the hunter. You can eliminate the urban zones portion. Like the idea to
change the archery limit to one buck instead of two bucks. Now on to the topic of the
conservation areas. | like to see it changed to Archery and Firearms on all conservation areas not
here or there. Would like to see a change that you can hunt does on all conservation areas not just
bucks on some of the areas and does on the others, need to allow bucks and does on all
conservation areas. This can really get confusing to some people were this is the only place they
have to hunt deer and turkey. Thanks for reading my comments on the 2016-2017 deer season
changes .

Do NOT reduce the number of days for gun deer season. The harvesting of does needs to be
controlled to grow the population...then do that thru license allocation (1 doe for archery and 1
for gun). Folks that shoot does do so on opening weekend of gun season unless they're just
clueless about how to hunt. It’s the buck hunters that are out there every day for ALL ELEVEN
days...they're trophy hunting (and restricting their time isn't going to affect the population of the
herd). Also, the notion of moving and increasing the youth portion conflicts with the notion of
reducing the firearms portion to 9 days (i.e. "let's kill fewer deer by going to 9 days but let's kill
more deer by letting the kids have 4 days when they're outta school” ... which is the goal:
increase herd count or decrease?!) Youth are going to kill does..."first deer"; not so much kill
bucks. Expanding their season and the expectation to have more kids out during T'giving will
hurt the herd count, won't it? Crossbow: Yes, should be legal. 1 just really hate to see Missouri
have such a short gun season as we currently do...and then to contemplate shortening further,
we'll be right back to a doe and total herd problem. | suggest MDC is being too myopic in their
view of time. It’s like looking at 200 years of weather history and saying we have ‘global
warming'...what about the preceding 200 billion years?! Same here with Missouri's deer
herd...let Mother Nature thin (and grow) the herd when she needs to (along with mild effects of
hunting on herd size)...you all don't need to react to a small disease and (2012) weather/drought
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problem with a knee-jerk action. The herd size will return on its own and 2 more days of gun
hunting won't make any significant difference over a longer period of time. 2014 was already
increased sightings from 2013 from everyone | talked to in NWMO. 2015 will be better yet.
Another change I'd like to see you make is to allow a 2nd buck-tag for firearms but, that could
ONLY be used with black-powder/alternative methods. If a fella shoots a buck with a rifle, the
muzzleloader has to stay in the gun-safe all year. A second tag would allow him to buck hunt
with a primitive/black-powder, instead of doe hunt.

I prefer the November portion be moved after the prime rut days, but I do agree with reducing
the length to 9 days. | agree the late youth season should be moved to a warmer period. 2 days
may be enough for the youngsters. | agree with shortening or even eliminating the antlerless
portion except where absolutely necessary to control over populating. | agree with elimination of
the urban portion. | am adamantly opposed to allowing crossbow use during archery season. It is
just wrong to ruin the reason most who choose to bow hunt do so. We do it to escape the crowds
and feel safe while having a peaceful day afield. Crossbows will encourage firearms season
numbers of hunters coming afield to take long shots at trophy bucks during months of pleasant
weather. | am good with one antlered buck per year per hunter all methods combined. | have not
experienced difficulty following area regulations.

I heartedly concur with your plan for all changes to the deer management with the exception of
two. 1. The Youth early season should be earlier and not on the start of the rut. That messes up
the bow hunters that have been tracking bucks all fall waiting for the run to hit. 2. | would reduce
the antlerless season to two days in the fall especially in the north. Does are in very low numbers
in the 3 counties | hunt in. But for the rest....you have it spot on. Allow crossbows in the archery
and turkey season, please. | want to use whatever weapon suit the place | am hunting. Cutting
antlered harvest on archery tag has been needed for years. So bravo again. Reducing the gun
season back to the 9 days | started with as a teenager makes sense too. Simplifying the regs for
the MDC areas is overdue too. Go for it. Oh and for nonresident prices, how about making them
reciprocal to whatever the other state charges our residents. For instance, Kansans would pay
near 400 for a tag as | have to pay to hunt there. My input for what it’s worth.

I think the crossbow idea is fine. | know a lot of people that can't pull back a regular compound
bow that has enough draw weight to adequately Kill a deer at a reasonable range that would love
to bowhunt. My wife is a good example of that. She loves to hunt and loves shooting her bow.
But with our low deer numbers this year it was all | could do to harvest a deer with my bow let
alone take an inexperienced hunter out and try to get a deer within 20 yards so she can get a
clean shot. I think the 4 days of youth season is plenty, especially with the low deer numbers. |
don't know a single youth in my area that participated in the January portion. If you want to
change something change it to 4 consecutive days before regular firearms season. Changing
November portion is a horrible idea! As it sits now | only have 4 days max to hunt on the
weekends. That's if I don't go to church, and | do, so that leaves a total of two days. If it's cut
back to 9 days I'll get to hunt one day a year. That's if it's not my scheduled weekend to work.
This makes it the second year | have not harvested a deer in rifle portion as it is. How in the
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world am | going to get one with even fewer days to hunt? Honestly, for me, one day of hunting
isn't worth buying the $20 tag! As far as the out of state tag price is concerned, it's too low! This
last fall I went and hunted mule deer and the tag and license cost me $550! The tags in Nebraska
are in the $450 range the tags in Illinois are $450 ect. If there state charges $500 dollars for a
deer tag that's what we should charge them! The taking away a bow buck tag is another bad idea!
I've personally never killed 2 bucks in one year with my bow but if the chance arises it would be
a very nice option to have. Because I'm definitely not going to be out in the woods with a stick
and string in December and January at 10 degrees just for the possibility of a doe. If you want to
boost deer numbers improve their habitat. Around here the only this we have is timber. If we
don't have an acorn crop deer starve. Why not plant some food plots on the logging decks and
clean out some of the wildlife ponds that's now drying up or drained. Or loan willing landowners
equipment to build food plots, ponds, ect. Another idea is to make some bow only hunting areas
in se Missouri. Up north there is a ton of places for bow hunters but none down here.

| agree with all the new changes seem like a good idea. I'd like to be able to hunt muzzleloader
season even if | killed one during the modern portion. I only hunt in Pemiscot County so
understand. We don't have that big of a deer population. If we could have a drawing for each
county of only so many tags. Even make it antlerless only.

I like the proposed changes, | feel they will do nothing but help are deer herd. I have become an
avid crossbow hunter over the last couple of years and really like the idea of making crossbows
legal during archery season. | would also like to thank all you folks at are conservation offices
for the great job you are doing to ensure the future of Mo. deer herd.

I'm ok with the current number of days to our firearm season. | would like to see the firearm
season moved out of the rut. | like the idea of the extra day to youth season. I'm not a fan of
having an antlerless season or allowing crossbows for people without disabilities. I'm also ok
with the current urban and conservation area regulations. |1 would really like to see our
nonresident permits be a drawling only permit.

I like going back to a nine day season. Never used the extra time anyway. The department need
to do away with antlerless season all together. End this before we have no deer left to hunt it just
that simple. On youth season, it needs to be one weekend the Friday, Saturday and Sunday after
thanksgiving that's it. No more. Too many adults use this as a way to kill extra deer. | see too
many 11&12 year old girls and boys sitting in pictures with deer they were supposed to have
killed. I'm like, ok what did they shoot, child does not know, and dad says oh he or she used my
300 win mag. Bulls—t. Kid didn't shoot these deer. Dad did and uses child's tag to make it legal.
Don't get me wrong, | think the youth season is the best thing the department has ever done, but
it gets abused bad and right now our whitetail heard can't take the pressure. You can change
muzzleloader back to nine days also and no handguns and no crossbows. Its muzzleloader deer
season and if it does not load from the muzzle then stay out of the woods and leave these guys to
the woods to enjoy muzzleloaders and the woods | personally do not need these a--holes running
around with handguns and crossbows during muzzleloader season. It's bulls--t to take a deer with
my Hawken with open sights it’s hard enough without this a--hole with a 9 mm and a crossbow
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walking in on me. | was like, you are kidding me! Nope, this guy was deer hunting with a 9mm
self-defense handgun and some crossbow piece of junk he bought at a yard sale. You think this
up at MDC, that any center fire bullet that expands is ok to deer hunt with. Dude that | a 380
with a 95 grain hollow point out of a s and w body guard ot enough gun to hunt deer with need |
go on anyway go back to A nine day season. Stop antlerless season, close it down. One three
day weekend after turkey day for the kids, no more no less. Nine day muzzleloader season and
that's what | mean muzzle loader season. Go ahead a allow crossbows on a bow tag and you will
have poachers dream what part of our deer herd needs help have you people missed the old
injured and handicap can already get a special permit to use a cross bow problem solved.
Someone please pull somebody head out of there butt and quit giving in to the cries of a few and
let's start thinking about our wildlife for our future. We are borrowing it from our grandchildren
and they would very much like to have it back in one piece.

Open up season in Miller County. The population is not declining there. Especially Hwy 42 area.
It is dangerous to drive that road at dusk on the way home from work. | am tired of having my
cars torn up. | hit 2 deer this year.

I personally don't think any of the proposed changes are going to help especially for growing big
mature deer. MOVE GUN SEASON TO DECEMBER. November firearms season is when all
the trigger happy people are hunting and the bucks are too vulnerable at that time. Do exactly
what lowa DNR does and we will have bigger, mature deer.

Like most of the changes except. Crossbows should not be allowed during archery season. Only
being able to hunt public land I would like limits for archery to be 2 any deer only.

In response to your proposed changes to the deer season, | do not agree with shortening the
season nor do | agree with the shortening of the antlerless season. | would also like to see the 4
pt. rule removed. Trophy hunters should be given a trophy area like trout and charged more for
the privilege.

They look good

You read my mind! | totally agree with every proposed change except for the crossbow issue, but
don't think it will have a huge impact. Go for it!

I generally agree with the new proposals as long as nonresident fees are in line with other states.
I do, however, STRONGLY DISAGREE with allowing crossbows in the archery season. The
crossbow is precocked, shoulder fired with many having telescopic sights and with draw weights
of about 180 pounds. Compare that to a longbow, recurve or compound with a draw weights
generally in the 45 — 70 pound range that are hand held/released. I do not buy the argument that
this is necessary to entice young hunters into the field. I strongly believe this is an effort by
MDC to increase hunter participation strictly for an increase in tag sales. Respectfully, B.L.

I agree with all of the proposed changes for the reasons stated.

I think it would lead to better hunting in the future.
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Crossbow only to handicapped during archery season. Only crossbow use during rifles season. 2
bucks for archery as always. Do not change archery. No youth firearm season during archery
season.

I think your proposals are right on the button. I would limit the crossbow season until after all of
the firearms seasons. A crossbow in my opinion is simply another firearm with limited range and
should not be legal prior to the normal firearms seasons.

Thank you for entertaining changes. | am a manager of the herd and a trophy hunter and realize
not every hunter is the same as | but here is my suggestions. Firearms: Move season to Oct or
Dec. | Agree with the shorten season but it needs moved. The youth are our future so | agree
with move. Make out of state tags higher priced or a draw! Agree with the doe season change.
Archery: Crossbows for YOUTH AND DISABLED ONLY?! I think the state should allow 2
antlered tags per year. One Archery and one weapon of choice to be used when desired season is
open. | personally don't gun hunt so I could fill my bow tag opening day and for the most part be
done for the year. Thank you.

I am a landowner/farmer who has raised a family that has moved out of state. In order for my
family to hunt their farm they have to pay out of state fees. | also have sisters and brothers who
live out of state and their children all have to pay out of state fees. These are quite prohibitive
now when my sister has to pay for 3 out of state tags for my nephews to hunt our property.
Raising these rate even further price deer hunting out of reach for my kids and nephews. Some
consideration should be made for relatives hunting on the family farm.

I like the proposal to allow crossbows for deer and turkey during archery season. This will allow
some people who do not qualify for an exemption but who otherwise can't shoot a vertical bow
to participate. I'm not sure about the proposal on the Conservation areas. If more areas are
restricted for firearms use, it will add to the already overcrowded conditions on most public lands
during firearms deer season. | would be against that. The season changes seem fine to me. The
November portion could be reduced to 8 days even. Maybe add the extra day to antlerless

portion and make it 4 days instead of 3.

Let’s just start here - how did I hear about the proposed changed? You emailed them to me.
Which is not a choice listed above...Good work! There should be no change to the antlered bow
limit. That is ridiculous. There has NEVER in the time I've been a Mo. resident been an increase
to the bow season. There is only take away days. Days we have to wear orange to accommodate
every silly gun season you nitwits can think of. I'm tired of it. NOT only will I move from this
state if you reduce the archery harvest, | will NEVER return to hunt whitetails here. I'll move and
hunt deer in a more archery friend non-discriminatory state. Archery is where the money is. That
is where the income is. That is where the resources, that provide food plots, QDM, etc is. Rifle
hunters only take and never, or near never, put back. They are an incompetent bunch needing
blaze orange for everyone in the woods like a beacon which says "don't shoot this" on everything
because they are so terrible at determining what is a target and what isn't. You guys want to
make things right? Move rifle to thanksgiving weekend, muzz to Jan, and extend the bow season
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till Jan 31%. Otherwise Mo. will remain a C+ state for big bucks behind the almighty lowa who
can command twice the price Mo. can for its tags.

For me, I really only bow hunt. | have gone rifle hunting a couple of times but putting as much
work as my friends and | scouting and working different stands I find that to be more
challenging. By reducing the antlered tag to one for us will reduce the urge. Speaking for my
friends and myself personally we don't shoot anything that won't fit the Pope and Young range or
bigger. As for letting crossbows in the mix. | have talked to others who have this in place in there
state and was told the injured deer numbers have gone up. People treat them like rifles and will
sight them in then go try to make a 80 yard shot. It's hard enough to get deer close after rifle
season let alone having one shot at it and a bunch more people taking pop shots with a crossbow.
Those are my thoughts on the matter. Thank you for your time. R.C.

I heard about this from today's email distribution. I am somewhat against reducing the November
portion from 11 days to 9 days because some years that last Monday and Tuesday are the only
days | can make it out to hunt all day. But this for purely selfish reasons so if studies indicate this
is what is best for the deer population then that's what needs to happen. Even though it is not one
of the options listed I would like to see the 1st youth season moved to early or mid-October to
get it out of the prime pre-rut/early rut period. 1 am concerned that too many larger bucks are
being harvested by having a firearms season in late October or early November, during the time
of the year when the bucks seem to be the most active during the daylight hours. | believe that
most youth consider any deer a trophy, or should if they are being mentored correctly, so
increasing the likelihood of a youth taking a doe or smaller buck before the rut increases the
daylight activity of the larger bucks should be a good thing for the population, while still
allowing the youth a good probability of a successful harvest, just with perhaps a reduced
likelihood of that harvest being a large breeding-class buck. Let the bigger bucks have an
opportunity to chase and breed as many does as possible before the normal firearms season
begins. To this point | would also be in favor of moving the normal firearms season out a week,
although I'm sure that isn't feasible due to the Thanksgiving holidays. I would imagine that
having the firearms season overlap with Thanksgiving would create a lot of negative reaction
from the families of hunters (although many hunters might like it due to the additional days off
from work they might have during the holiday weekend!) And I would like to see the Lamine
Wildlife Area regulations amended to allow youth hunters to be able to harvest a doe. The same
for any other wildlife areas that will support this approach. If the doe harvest on Lamine is a
concern then open the opportunity for the youth and eliminate the special antlerless hunt. I am
fine with the other proposed changes.

GUN 1) Maintain Nov. time & reduce days to 9. 2) Expand the early AND late youth seasons to
3 days same time slots. 3) Don’t eliminate the urban zones. Some places need managed more
than anywhere else! ARCHERY 1) DO NOT ALLOW CROSSBOWS! Unless you have dr.
order. Like now! Opens up safety issues, killing too many deer issues, argument issues, ethics
issues, fairness issues, entering bucks in clubs issues, etc! ITS JUST NOT RIGHT! They are not
even close to being the same as a drawn and held bow! Distance they shoot to not having to




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 132

move to shoot. People will be shooting people, dogs, cows, and too many deer. Many of which
will not be found because of wild shots. They are not, in general, as dedicated to practice as
regular bows. Plus, do they have groups supporting the sport like us bowhunters have for
YEARS! NO! Keep crossbows out of archery season! General- limit the # of bucks killed to 2
total. Hunters can kill 1 with a bow and 1 with a gun, 2 with a bow or 1 with a gun. Limit the #
of does based on the area if you can. Thanks

Shorten the firearms season and move it back more into December after the rut. Lengthen youth
season. Reduce number of days in antler-less. Do NOT get rid of urban zone hunting season. Do
NOT allow crossbows (only for people with a doctor’s note). -M

I'm FOR all the proposed changes. I also learned of the proposed changes via your emails; a very
valuable tool.

Please do not reduce the time we have to hunt during the regular firearms seasons. For many as
myself who are forced to spend a majority of their time working (wishing they were hunting) it is
hard to find enough time to hunt during the 2 week season as it stands. By reducing the number
of days to hunt during the regular firearms season will hurt the everyday working hunter who
can't afford to take off work just to accommodate a shortened season. Not everyone who hunts
works Monday through Friday 9-5, so keeping the hunting on weekends won't help this
shortened season. If the regular season is decreased in the number of days | ask that those days
be added to the alternative season instead. For people that do not bow hunt this is the only other
opportunity to harvest a deer outside of the regular firearms season not using a bow. | do not
agree with extending the youth portions and any other portions. If the department is wanting to
reduce the harvest numbers limit the number of deer a person may take in any given season
(especially the number of land owner tags). Landowners are allowed too many tags in my
opinion. Even more so, if | have to stand behind one of them at the store buying their tags. Not
only do they get a discount but they receive more tags than necessary. Overall, | think reducing
the number of days hunting will not solve any problems when there are other solutions that have
the ability to correct a reduction in harvest numbers. If the regular firearms season is too long,
than extend the alternative. Do not extend the youth seasons. | think the out of state tags are at
the right price. Missouri does not have enough public hunting ground to offer to charge the
prices of other states.

I think the seasons should stay the same length. But the youth season could be moved up in date.

| agree with maintaining the timing of the November portion and going back to 9 days. Keep the
youth season at 2 days or eliminate it. Agree with the 3 day antlerless portion starting the first
Friday in December. Agree to eliminate the urban portion. Ok with cross bows during the
archery season. Keep the limit of 2 antlered deer during archery season. Agree with the limiting
of methods and number of permits used on CA land.

I have no problem and support the proposed changes with one exception. | feel a crossbow does
not belongs in archery season. It shoots a bolt however with the stock | feel it is more akin to a
firearm, abet with a shortened range. | completely understand the desire to draw more young
people into the sport. 1 just do not agree with this proposed change and feel it is the wrong
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approach. | bowhunted for years but haven't for the last several due to life's demands (kids, job,
etc.). Hopefully that will change soon. Not having time to practice | feel it a disservice to the
animal to be less than my best while in the field. That said I still do not feel comfortable with
this change. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Crossbow should not be allowed during archery season.

Agree with all changes except crossbow as legal method during bow season and extended youth
season. May as well allow a gun during bow season if crossbow is allowed and youth season is
used by too many adults as an extension of their season.

In favor of all changes except for the limit on archery doe tags. Where we are we still have to
many does. Ran 4 cameras on one farm of 350 ac and every camera had at least 15 does on them
at one time. The crossbow is great! | have a bad shoulder and have the crossbow permit and
after using it I am sold on it. A lot of elderly and young hunters could also enjoy the woods
again. You still have to practice and have to know your yardage. Other states around us allow
them. 1 now can enjoy bow hunting again and think more cold also.

I have been hunting for over 11 years, and greatly enjoy the hunt (AND want my children to be
able to as well). Here is my advice on the changes. FIREARMS: #1 | do not want to shorten the
November portion. #2 | would like the changes to the late youth portion. #3 | do not want to
shorten the antlerless portion (because my family NEEDS the meat) And | must work, so | need
all the time I can get. #4 | Have no opinion on the urban portion. BOWHUNTING: #1 | do think
it would be good for some men to be able to use a crossbow. It is still plenty hard. For some ©
#2 1 do not think it is wise to change it to only one buck. IT WILL DECREASE
BOWHUNTERS MAJORLY! | hope this majority vote. Sincerely, M.

I received an email from MDC with the proposed changes. Yes, to a shorter firearms season.
Yes, to change for youth season - but make youth tags only up to and including age 15. Yes, to
crossbows. Yes, to shorter antlerless only. Yes, (bigtime) to only one archery buck! I would also
like to see the 4-point restriction applied to Jasper County in sw Mo. Not sure why we don't
have it, but it seems like it would make the bigger buck harvest (a goal of nearly every hunter 1
know) much better. Thanks for keeping up the good work. D.

I agree with the changes because of the waning deer population.

I agree with them all 100%. Doe portion was too long and rifle portion was too long.

Firearm Season: 1. Reduced to 7 days. 2. Antlerless portion reduced to 2 days. Archery season to
be open during the entire firearm season. Increase cost of non-resident permit to $250, that
increase go directly to enforcement, wages and equipment.

As a rifle, muzzleloader and bow deer hunter | support crossbow use during bow seasons. As a
non-resident who owns a 90 acre farm and pays property taxes in Mo, | believe the non-resident
deer permit price is excessive. | would like to see Mo land owners - regardless of state of
residency - be given a break on deer permit costs. Why can’t they be treated the same as a
resident land owner? Or, at least be given a considerable discount when compared to non-
residents who do not own land and pay Mo taxes.
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I agree with keeping the firearms deer season timing as is, however, | feel shortening it by 2 days
is the right decision. Moving the late Youth season to Thanksgiving weekend is a great idea!
Adult bucks that have already shed their antlers may be spared by moving the season. | agree
with reducing or even eliminating all together the Antlerless season. Eliminate the Urban Zone
season. By all means | agree with making crossbows legal for the entire Archery season. I also
agree with limiting the buck harvest to 1 antlered buck during Archery season. | hunt in Chariton
County in the CWD zone. | have hunted there for 2 seasons. I, my son and a friend hunt on 120
acres. One deer has been harvested in those 2 seasons between the 3 of us. After talking to
neighboring landowners this season, there is a huge assumption that the local Amish community
is harvesting (poaching) deer year round. | realize the EHD outbreaks of 2011 and 2012 did the
deer no favor, but 1 deer by 3 hunters in 2 seasons is ridiculous. I have been deer hunting in
Missouri since 1977 and have harvested many deer over the years. | have seen the highs and
lows in populations, but right now, this is the worst. It's harder to harvest a deer now than it was
in 1977. | also realize it is hard for the agents to keep up and | feel they are doing the best job
they can. We actually met an Agent in 2013 as he stopped by our camp. | thank you for the
opportunity to live and hunt in the best state in the country. I also thank you for the opportunity
to be able to voice my opinion. | know the decisions made will be for the benefit of the deer and
the hunters. | have not hunted Conservation Areas for many years. Simplifying the area regs
currently has no bearing on my hunting, but, may in the future as finding private land to hunt is
getting harder each year. B.M., St. Charles, Mo.

Nonresident permits should be raised and go into a lottery system like lowa. lowa and Illinois
nonresident tags are 500 bucks why aren't ours? keep 2 bucks for archery one for opening season
and one for late season. Only allow 3 does for bow for whole season.

I commented once already from my farm. | want to add that if indeed the Dept. sees it
appropriate to limit archers to one buck, PLEASE still allow landowners and immediate
household to still take two. We invest a lot of money, time, sweat and tears into managing our
land and soil for a four month hunt and the MAIN reason is the long archery season with ability
to get a triple crown. We do not take immature bucks. At least, again, allow landowners still
keep the two buck archery program.

Leave the Youth portion the way it is. No crossbows during archery season. Limit antlerless only
tags to only one.

I'm OK with most of the changes, but I'm not in favor of the general use of crossbows. In Illinois,
anyone over 62 can use a crossbow. I think that, in addition to medical considerations, would
allow enough crossbow usage. I think Missouri should charge nonresidents the same amount that
their states charge nonresidents. Illinois and lowa nonresident fees are multiple times Missouri's
nonresident fees.

I'm planning on attending one of your meeting, but in case I can't, | want to give my comments. |
agree with all the changes purposes. The one thing I would add to it is to add the antler point
restriction on one side of 4 points or more state wide. | believe this would help us get more
mature deer statewide.
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I have read your proposed changes in managing the deer herd in Missouri. Archers SHOULD be
allowed 2 bucks, one before and one after the main Nov. portion of firearms deer season. | agree
that reducing the Nov. portion of firearms deer season is a very good idea and | also agree that
making the youth season 3 day instead of 2 and having the late portion after Thanksgiving is a
step in the right direction, even though my children are too old to participate in the youth hunt, I
would like to the age for a youth hunter be under 18 years of age because not every youth can
drive and go hunting at 16 and various other reasons that | think support this. I also support
shortening the antlerless portion. | DO NOT agree with crossbows be used statewide and | have a
medical exemption to hunt with one and | hate but it is what | have to do and | here gun hunters
all the that say you getting to hunt with a crossbow is like hunting with a rifle and if they would
let me use one | would be out there too. You cannot hunt deer with a crossbow with a gun
hunters mentality! It will only result in more deer and turkey being wounded or not recovered
because tracking a deer or turkey shot with a crossbow is totally different than when shot with a
rifle and I don't believe these people have the skills to needed to hunt with a crossbow. I think
every so many years the conservation department should have archers qualify with their hunting
setup, that would help ensure they can hit there mark when the time comes no it wouldn't be
perfect be it would be a step in the right direction. I think changes to MDC and partner owned
lands be done on needs basis and not by way of micromanaging areas and there also needs to be
data to back those changes up then that data needs to be passed on to hunter through the MDC
website. I also would like to see the antler point restriction done away with all together. | am not
a trophy hunter so why cater to people that want the restrictions over people that don't? To me,
they serve no real purpose other than make deer hunting more attractive to out of state hunters.
Also there anyway there could be a meeting closer to the boot heel because Cape is an hour and
half or so away? Thanks.

My farm/hunting area is in Randolph County, so how will these proposed changes be impact by
CWD? | believe the cutting the doe season to 3 days is unrealistic if you are trying practice
QDMA on your property. | like the idea of adding crossbows to the archery season and moving
the youth hunt to November.

Treat the non-residents the same way they treat us. Don't cut out our 11 day rifle hunt, cut the
antlerless. We live in southern Mo. and we don't get to antlerless hunt, that is not fair to us
landowners. Most youth hunts the dads kill the deer anyway so the more days you give them the
more deer the dads get to kill. Please let us keep the two bucks in bow season. Draw for the buck
tags in rifle season and let the landowners have theirs.

First, | want to extend my thanks for all the hard and great work you all do. The state of Missouri
has the best conservation programs in the country. | consider myself to be an avid deer hunter,
hunting during archery, November portion, and alternative methods portions. | greatly treasure
the wellbeing of our states deer herd. For firearms portion, I think 11 days is just right. I mean
what are two more days. Most people are working anyway. | like the idea of extending the youth
season to 3 days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving. The youth are our future hunters
of Missouri, and allowing one more day heightens the experience. Also gives them another day




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 136

in case the weather isn't working in their favor. 1 also agree on reducing the length of the
antlerless portion to 3 days, and begin on the first Friday in December. | know you must kill does
to conduct proper deer management, but deer season lasts forever it seems. | don't have a
problem with eliminating the urban portion, but I also feel it may cause problems in urban areas
in the future. More deer being hit on roads in these areas, and the deer eating more flower and
vegetable gardens. For archery season, I like the idea of allowing crossbows. | realize someone
who has a shoulder injury and can't pull back a compound bow can get a written accuse from his
or her doctor, and the process isn't difficult. But, just being able to use a crossbow would be even
easier. Why not many other states allow it. I know it's more about the safety aspect of it, but |
don't see any difference whether a deer or turkey is killed with a compound bow or crossbow. |
mean the end result is the same. | don't consider myself to be a trophy hunter, so I like the idea of
killing only one antlered deer during archery season. As far as conservation area regulations, I
don't know what you mean here. | mean, | thought the areas already limit methods and use of
firearms and archery antlerless permits. Mostly, | hunt private property only because I don't like
bumping into someone or have someone walk in on me. It's just the idea of spooking the deer. |
mean | don't want to ruin someone's hunt or vice versa. | realize it's open to the public and these
things tend to happen. I do hunt conservation areas during archery and alternative methods.
Generally, I choose the area by the fact that only archery or muzzleloaders can be used.
Sometimes though it backfires on me, because | what to hunt an area but there is only certain
methods you can use or you must use certain permits like antlerless only. That's great but what if
the only deer | see is the buck of a lifetime. | can see limiting methods, because | feel this is
already being done, but not allowing you to use certain permits.

No crossbows in archery (Except as now for handicapped). The others are OK, let the biologists
adjust seasons to manage population.

1 buck for archery and crossbow is fine with me.

All the changes are fine with me, but | would like to see the 4-point rule in Washington County
and do away with the early youth hunt (legal poaching season) or at least change the age limit.

I agree with all proposed changes except for the following: | don't agree with allowing crossbows
as an approved method. Keep the late youth season in January. Thanks! C.

Regulation changes sounds reasonable. | would like to see a lower out of state tag for former Mo
resident hunters. 1 know many families who have family members who have had to move out of
state but now can't afford to come back to hunt with their families. For those that have never
lived in Mo. should pay a higher amount. I would also like to see buck limitations on youth hunt,
a 6 or 7 year old child doesn't really appreciate shooting a large mature buck. Doesn't seem right
to me to see little ones like that shoot a large buck and know individuals who have hunted for
many years and not had that opportunity.

I am strongly supportive of MDC's efforts to increase the current deer population while
simultaneously increasing the quality and age of bucks throughout the state. The antler
restrictions have been extremely successful in my experience. | support the following:
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1. Maintain the current timing of the main firearms season. But reduce to 9 days. 2. Expand the
youth season to three days and move it to the weekend and Friday following Thanksgiving.

3. I would be fine with eliminating the fatherless portion, while we increase the population.
Reducing the season and moving the dates to late in the year are also good. 4. | have no opinion
on eliminating the urban portion. 5. | believe archery season should be reserved for traditional
and compound bows. | would support the use of crossbows for those who have a disability that
prohibit them from using a regular bow. | would also support crossbow use for anyone over a
selective age, maybe 60 or under a selective age, maybe 18. This would target extending hunting
for elderly and providing more opportunity for youth, and those with disabilities. The rest of us
who can pull a bow should stick with current methods. 6. | support limiting antlered deer to one
during the archery portion to allow bucks to age. Thanks to each of you at MDC for your efforts.

I agree with all proposed firearms changes. | disagree slightly with the inclusion of Crossbows in
bow season. | disagree with the elimination of a second buck in bow season. Bow provides a lot
of opportunity to be outdoors for those that don't shoot does.

Most of the plan | agree with. But would rather see firearms season pushed back a week along
with the reduced length. Next | would like to see 3 day Antlerless the last weekend in December.
3 day late season youth hunt should be the second to last weekend of December because most
kids will be on winter break and they'll hit the second rut. I'm fine with crossbows for archery
season because it's still a challenge to get close enough to deer to use it. And do away with urban
zones. Finally, raise out of state tags and make it a lottery system like our neighboring states.
Too many out of state hunters hunt here do to ease of access.

Looks good, I especially like the crossbow inclusion and 1 buck limit during archery season.

The changes that have been proposed is nuts and most of it will not help anything. Absolutely do
not allow crossbows during archery season, it will be the biggest mistake we ever make. I’m sure
you guys will regardless of what | say because there is too much money involved. If you want
every hunter out driving around with a crossbow hanging out the window shooting at deer 80
yards away and making unfatal shots then go ahead. If the numbers are so low then why would
we ever even consider that ideal? I’m all for getting more people in the outdoors but this is not
the way to do it. My proposal would be get the firearm season completely out of the rut. We are
not allowed to hunt turkey all day in the spring because we don’t want to disturb the hens nesting
but we can send an orange army out to blow the crap out of every deer while they are trying to
breed, deer are stupid when its rut and our season allows a big percent of our bucks to be shot in
one week out of the year. The rest of my proposal: two doe and two buck during archery season
(most won’t fill their tags, no worries) during rifle season 1 doe and 1 buck. No antlerless season
(there really is no need) why do we pressure the heck out of deer with guns, it is absolutely nuts,
I love gun hunting but seriously is the a need to have extensions to the season, do we really need
an antlerless season and an alternative methods season, if you really want to shoot one with a
crossgun, muzzleloader, pistol etc why not do it during regular firearms season, after all, they are
firearms. And last but not least, if you’re still reading this, LIMIT OUT OF STATE HUNTERS,
INCREASE THE TAG PRICE AND DO A DRAW TO LIMIT HOW MANY CAN COME
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HUNT! The day before opening day it was like I was living in a big city. There was so much
traffic, lots were out of staters. Increase their tags and do a draw for their tags please, we can
save a lot of deer by doing this. Just so you know | am an avid outdoorsman and love the state of
Missouri but sometimes I have to just shake my head at some of the decisions of the
conservation department.

I agree with the changes proposed with the exception of the timing of the rifle season. | want the
rifle season to occur outside of the peak rut. | think the quality of the deer herd will benefit.

Conservation needs to get rid of the bonus tags in Perry County at gun season. There are no deer.
I have food plot & fields all around me. 5 guys hunt 140 acres none of us saw a deer this yr. 10
days out hunting and none of us see a deer.

When I see these changes, watch your video, and read your proposal | can easily see that your
goal is to increase deer numbers by reducing the opportunity to take deer. These regulations
appear to be biologically based and are of sound wildlife management until I come to one,
legalizing crossbows. If crossbows were acceptable, why haven't they been legal for the past 60
years. They are an unfair advantage. Don't throw out this stuff that they will help recruit and
hold more bowhunters. Bowhunter numbers have grown tremendously over the 25 years | have
been bowhunting and we never needed a crossbow to bring in new hunters. Your video states
that between 2000 and 2013 bowhunter numbers as well as harvest numbers have increased, that
was without crossbows! Your report states that hunters 40 and over drop out due to physical
inabilities. That is complete bunk! Bowhunting requires a tremendous amount of time and
involvement. At 40 a lot of hunters are approaching that point in life where kids are growing up,
work is getting more involved and in order to keep up with everyday life they just can't devote
that much time to hunting any more, a crossbow won't change that. Crossbows will increase the
number of deer taken during archery season. It is a gun without a bang and it is an extreme
advantage. Put a crossbow in an experienced bowhunters hands and it’s not a question of if he'll
take a deer, it’s when. | can't help but believe this is financially driven. It’s a trend that is going
on all across the country and it’s not about sound wildlife management but profits by a few.
MDC will sell more permits, and | could almost swallow that, but there is no doubt in my mind
there is more than just that, it is the bow manufactures and the BASS PROs, the Cabela’s, the
academy’s and every other outdoor supply store that is pushing this through. It’s a shameful
path that all government agencies seem to be going down more and more, | had hoped that MDC
would not follow suit. You say that these changes, if BIOLOGICALLY ACCEPTABLE, will be
proposed to the commission, I'm sorry but when it comes to crossbows, nothing you have stated
is biologically based and this will be one of MDC biggest failures if it is accepted.

Non Resident permit prices should mirror what their state of residence charges Missouri hunters
to hunt in their state. This would perhaps encourage these high dollar states to adjust their prices
so the out of state working stiff can afford to hunt there. Matching fee is only fair.

I am the spouse of a hunter and landowner in Washington Co. | agree with all except the youth
hunt. Keep it at 2 days AND not the Friday after Thanksgiving.
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I will be 59 years old next month and cannot draw a longbow or low poundage compound bow.
I WOULD like to see anyone who would like to archery hunt with a crossbow, have the
opportunity to do so. I think that this would open the field to more women, youth and elderly to
EASILY enjoy the archery season.

Maintaining the firearms season and reducing to nine days I think is a good idea. It seems in the
last couple years most deer were killed the second weekend and it would surely help to increase
population. Moving late season portion to November would

We have to many seasons back to back. I believe a recovery time is required for animals to
regain their composure. Too much pressure on the animals. Human pressure makes these animals
adapt to new areas and times of movement. We need to quit trying to adapt for every single
weapon and time for people to hunt. It’s becoming like the obesity/convenient store/self-
entitlement situation. We are enabling laziness which in return is just pounding down on our deer
and environment. We need to keep strict deadlines of times to archery hunt deer and gun hunt
deer then allow some breathing room for animals to come out without another season open right
back up. Please keep the crossbows out of the archery season, we already have a wide diverse
method of archery (traditional to 85% let off 355fps compounds) we do not need to blend a
crossbow in that takes away from the true archery method. We already allowed the alternative
method season which allows crossbows, which is another season pounded down back to back
season. Make it more of a challenge for out of state hunters. I hunt near several public land
locations and have spoken to these out of state hunters and the comments from them are: Easy to
get tag and cheap! | would like to see less guns seasons back to back, this allows the
environment to recover.

Maintain the current timing of the firearm season and 9 day season. ELIMINATE THE LATE
YOUTH SEASON. Keep the current 2 buck limit on archery.

I would like to see the use of crossbows legalized for all hunters during archery season.

I think the Archery Season should be left as it is, bag limits etc. DO NOT allow crossbows for
the Archery Season unless the person requesting has been thoroughly investigated as to their
claim for the need. Shortening the season as far as | can tell for antlerless and regular rifle season
would not be a bad thing. The season used to always be 9 days and I see no ill effects for that
change.

I agree with the proposed shortening of the Nov portion of the firearms portion. | agree with the
change in the lengthening of the late youth season and moving it to the Friday after thanksgiving.
| disagree with reduction of the antlerless season to just three days. | have limited time to hunt
with a firearm and rely on the harvest of a deer each year for my family. | believe that a
compressed antlerless season may result in a reduced harvest, but will likely increase the hunter
pressure that could lead to hunter frustration.

I agree with the elimination of the urban zones antlerless season. | agree with including
crossbows as a legal method for the archery season. | agree with reducing the number of antlered
deer to one during the archery season. However, | don't agree with only receiving a single any
deer archery tag. One any deer tag and one antlerless tag would be suitable. I agree with
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simplification of the area regulations. | would like to find out the rationale for muzzleloader
only. Today's muzzleloaders are no longer considered to be primitive weapons and are extremely
accurate out to 200 yards or more unlike shotguns slugs. | am assuming just that these are
preferred due to the single shot aspect of muzzleloader hunting and not based upon safety of the
distance that the bullet will travel.

I agree with most proposed regulations except for the Crossbow. | do believe if our great state of
Missouri wants to participate in the growing trend of Crossbows then perhaps we should allow
the Crossbows legal during the second part of our archery season, after Rifle Season! Also, if
only limited to one buck during the Archery Season, then perhaps remove the Antler Point
Restriction during the first part of Archery Season. While it’s nice to harvest a mature buck, most
people are weekend warriors that may have a few days to hunt and are really just in it for the
Hunt! Let’s let everyone enjoy God’s creation! Thank You.

I support all changes EXCEPT for the use of crossbows. If people want to use them use them
during firearm season. Not fair chase for archery season. Please limit one buck per person a year
by whatever means they choose. Let us grow bigger healthier buck deer. Not all of us have time
to hunt archery or care to hunt archery. | am a land owner and it frustrates me a person leasing
ground next to me can harvest all the nice buck before I get a chance to hunt. | create habitat and
food sources and they reap the benefits.

I think the decision regarding reducing the antlerless season should be driven by improving the
buck/doe ratio to optimal levels. If you have areas where there are 20 does for every one buck,
you're not doing the heard any favors by keeping ratios out of whack. Shoot, any moron buck can
breed with those ratios. Keep the strong deer breeding. In regard to the out of state permits, I'm a
near lifelong resident of Mo., but live in Kansas now. | own 250 acres in Mo., The business |
own pays LOTS of taxes in Mo. and | have a home in Mo. (but it's not my primary residence).
Shouldn't people like me be treated like an in-state hunter? Thanks! You do great work.

I read about this on my MDC e-mail. We both hunt, me and my wife, and we both like the idea
of going from 11days in the firearms portion to the 9 days. Expanding the youth firearms from 2
days to 3 days sounds like a real winner. Reducing the length of the antlerless portion from 12 to
3 days and eliminating the urban zones we’re all for. Reducing the limit of antlered deer the
archery season from 2 to 1 we really like too. We believe crossbows should only be used during
an archery season, just as we don't approve of people using bows during rifle season because if
you’re carrying a gun into the woods and you have a bow hunter up in a tree he can easily shoot
at you and you never see him because you’re not looking up in the trees this is why we don't care
to hunt on crop land and why we bought our own land in St. Clair County not too far from
Osceola boy scout camp not the dangers on your own property.

I see no particular problems with reducing firearms deer season from 11 to 9 days, as long as that
9 days stretches the course of two weekends. The last two days of rifle season as it is (Monday
and Tuesday) don't particularly seem like large harvest days - | would be interested in seeing
what percentage of the total harvest comes in the last two days and whether it would even be
worth removing the final two days. With that said, however, | would be a major proponent of
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moving the firearms portion of rifle season out of the current date range and out of the heart of
the rut. Moving the dates of firearms deer season (later preferably) would allow for an extended
season (more opportunities) while not putting an inordinate amount of pressure on the mature
bucks. I don't like the reduction of antlerless season from 12 all the way to 3 days. | can see
cutting it in half, possibly (or continuing to limit tags) down to 6 days, but a 75% reduction
seems like too much right out of the gate. | also don't like moving it to December and putting
youth season in its place. Youth hunters are still able to hunt during the antlerless portion of
firearms season so they are still able to take advantage of that. The bucks need a break after
pursing through the rut with firearms. As it relates to the elimination of urban zones, | have no
opinion except that if (as you state) that it's not all that important of a part of the landscape then
is it really worth removing it if it's going to adversely affect some deer hunters (unless it's
causing a problem)? I am firmly against the use of crossbows as a legal method for the archery
portion of deer season. | see this going a very negative direction for the states die hard bow
hunters based on the next question (reducing the number of buck tags to bow hunters). Those
who are unable to use a non-fixed bow are able to get a permit today, so in my personal opinion
there's no need to allow those who are physically able to use a fixed string bow. You will
certainly get more "archery" hunters in the woods should crossbows be allowed, but at what
cost? More bucks will be killed. Hunters may be prone to taking less high quality shots.
Ultimately I'm assuming available buck and doe tags will be reduced and I can then see the
reduction of our archery hunting season - all at the expense of "traditional” archers. Please do
not allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery portion of deer season. | don't see the
real upside; at least as you all have it justified. If it's for the young and old, then make the
regulation applicable to the young and elderly. Learning how to archery hunt without the use of a
crossbow (which I as well as all other archery hunters did) is not difficult and teaches patience,
proper shot selection and advanced woodsman ship. I would have to see the statistics you all
reference on the increase in buck harvest by archers to have a good feeling regarding the
reduction of antlered deer tags for archers. As it stands right now, I am not in support or reducing
the limit from 2 to 1 archery antlered deer tags; granted, that's a relatively uninformed
decision/gut feeling. This is coming from someone who's an avid archer and who's never (to my
recollection) harvested two antlered bucks during archery season.

Firearms and Antlerless Season Length Change - appropriate and reasonable. -Youth Season
Change- Great idea and should boost participation. - Urban Zones Elimination- should not
happen. The season should be expanded to all weekends in October. The communities in the
Urban Zones with deer over-population should encourage hunters to help, not hinder the effort.
- Archery Method Change- Crossbows would be very welcome! - Archery Antlered Change- |
support it. - Conservation Area Regulations- The current method is confusing, a change is most
appreciated.

If you own land and receive permits for said land that you own that don’t cost you anything to
get you should not be allowed to by an over counter tag to hunt on land that you don’t own until
the landowner permits that you received have been filled for your property that you received just
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my thought | see too many people with these permits and a counter tag this means only one thing
there filling their land owners permits somewhere other than their land.

If you own land and receive permits for said land that you own that don’t cost you anything to
get you should not be allowed to by an over counter tag to hunt on land that you don’t own until
the land owner permits that you received have been filled for your property that you received just
my thought | see too many people with these permits and a counter tag this means only one
thing, they’re filling their landowner’s permits somewhere other than their land.

| agree with reducing the firearms season length. The antherless season should be eliminated
until the deer herd reaches appropriate populations. The does have been over hunted for several
years, especially in the Northwest region. I do not think crossbows should be allowed during the
archery season until the deer herd reaches a sustainable population.

I'd prefer you move the gun season and shorten it even more. I'm not in favor of the youth
seasons at all. There were no youth seasons when | was growing up and everyone hunted. Giving
kids special seasons is not the answer to recruiting hunters. I'm also not in favor of the use of
crossbows throughout archery season, maybe give them a week during early archery season and
the primitive weapon season. I like limiting the buck harvest. I would be in favor of a one buck
limit through all seasons.

Let me start by saying, having grown up in a farming family which has raised cattle for over a
100 years, the antler point restriction makes absolutely no sense. When breeding cattle you want
to weed out poor genetics. So why would we say we are trying to grow bigger bucks by only
allowing the bigger bucks to be killed and allowing spikes and 3 1/2 and older 6 pointers and
such survive and pass on their poor genetics when those are the deer which need to be culled to
grow bigger bucks. I would like to see the antler point restriction done away with and see an earn
a buck system put in place. Implement a Saturday and Sunday antlerless season prior to regular
rifle season where you can earn you buck tag. Along with that, | would like to see the does have
to be checked in at a check in station prior to eligibility to check in a buck. I would like to see
tele check aborted. It has taken away from the comradery of deer hunting. Next | would like to
see the alternative portion season to be ahead or the antlerless portion. | trophy and meat hunt.
By moving it it would allow others and myself to trophy hunt both the regular and alternative
seasons and then if we did not shoot our trophy animal we can use our any deer tag and put meat
in the freezer. | started deer hunting when we had a doe season in January and I rather enjoy the
years | was able to doe hunt in the snow. Wounded animals were easier to track and recover as
well as see during the hunt. I am fine with shortening the doe season, the addition of crossbow to
bow season, and all of the methods allowed during the alternative methods season. | would also
like to see residents being returned to a total tag amount of 3 deer able to be taken.

I especially like the idea of reducing the number of antlered archery deer to one per year. Also, to
simplify the regulations on public hunting areas, since | do most of my deer hunting on public
areas it can be difficult to keep all the different areas straight.

1. Suggest you don't give up entirely on pushing back the November firearms season by one
week. Continue to promote the idea of moving it back a full week, but as a starting point move it
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back two days the first year, then two days the second year, and finally two days in year three.

2. Nothing that | see published addresses the alternative methods season. | recommend you leave
it unchanged. 3. | support the idea of restricting methods of take on department conservation
areas, for example, only permitting alternative methods during both the November firearms and
the alternative hunting seasons, as is the case with Lower Hamburg Bend.

I would support all the proposed changes however, | don't feel youth need an additional season
following one and the regular season with doe season available. Nor do crossbows need to be in
archery season w/o a handicapped permit.

Definitely in favor of crossbow use during bow season, also would like to see alternative
methods season moved up in date, also believe local farmers especially row crop farmers have
more input on deer management, no one knows more about the population of deer on my 750
acres than 1 do! but no one has asked me I've hunted deer for fifty years all on this property,

Deer herd in Ste.Genevieve Co. really declining.

I see no reason for shortening the firearm portion of deer season. | do not agree with only one
antlered deer during the archery portion of the season. The way it is setup now you can only
shoot one buck before firearm season and the rut is over by the end of firearm season so the does
are still able to be bred by a mature buck. I totally disagree with moving the late portion of youth
season up this does not allow the deer adequate time to calm down after firearm season, and the
kids chances are greatly reduced. The time frame for the late youth season is perfect the way it is
now the deer are getting back to a feeding and bedding pattern which increases the chance for
our kids to harvest a deer.

Why not reduce the antlerless season to 7 days rather than 3? 11 to 3 is a little drastic, 7 would
hit it right in the middle. If your goals aren't accomplished you can always revise the numbers up
or down based on data. What's wrong with allowing one buck before and one after rather than
allowing 2 after if you don't shoot one before? The rest sound reasonable.

Firearms Season Changes: 1) Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce
the length to 9 days. Agree with maintaining the current timing. Disagree with reducing to 9
days. Moon, weather conditions, etc, affect this season greatly. The extra 2 days only slightly
increase one's chances. In many cases the primary rut has already ended prior to the season
opener in our area. Would like to see the figures on the number of deer harvested these last 2
"extended" day. 2) Expand the late youth portion to 3-days beginning the first Friday after
Thanksgiving instead of early January. Disagree. Maintain the early youth season as is & cancel
the late season. Hunting 3 days after Thanksgiving will only encourage "Adults" to further
harvest deer on the behalf of youth's. A practice, which if we're all honest, happens! 3) Reduce
the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December. Disagree.
Most does are already bred by this time. So in essence, kill 1 doe- kill 3 deer. Enough does
should be managed during the regular gun season & archery seasons to justify doing away with
an antlerless season. 4) Eliminate the urban zones portion. No Opinion. Archery Season
Changes:

1) Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. Disagree. We
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don't need to follow suit with Kentucky on every issue. We won't see an increase in youth
hunters, (Crossbows aren't cheap either) but may however see an increase in older adults.
Consideration should be given to one's inability to draw a bow, therefore resulting in a permit to
use the crossbow. | believe you'll see an increase in unrecovered game, as a large portion of
crossbowers believe they have increased range & accuracy, which is not the case and classically
don't put in the required practice time as opposed to bowhunters. Ky, Oh, etc figures should
confirm that there is no advantage to the average outdoors having a crossbow afield. We speak
about reducing the number of antlered deer a bowhunter can take, but use the base that the
crossbow will get more hunters afield? 2)Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery
season to 1. Disagree. Would like to see the figures on how many bowhunters actually harvest
(2) antlered deer per season. Bowhunters are normally better judges of deer quality than other
hunters as they're close quarters to their game, therefore able to better judge. Would also
reference the point restriction rule. *Conservation Area Regulations: 1)Simplify conservation
area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery antlerless permits. No
Opinion.

For the proposed crossbow during archery change, if I wanted to shoot one with a gun then it
wouldn't be archery. A crossbow is just the same as a firearm for ease of use. Drawing a bow in
close range is what makes this a challenge. Please keep archery season the way it is now, 2
bucks and bows only .

I like the timing and going back to 9 days this time frame covers 2 weekends, and like letting the
youth start the day after Thanksgiving for a 3 day weekend assume the early youth will still be in
effect, this is great to get young folks into this sport. Kinda wonder about elimination of the
Urban Hunts, how do you plan to control deer around the areas where there is no hunting
pressure, think here would be a good place to allow crossbows, also think allowing folks over 55
to use crossbows as this might allow those older to get out and enjoy hunting again that can't pull
a bow or compound bow?

Sounds like some good changes. | don't think crossbows should be legal without a special permit
or handicap. | don't hunt the urban zone hunts but | would think these area would be too priority
on population control. Don't understand ending it less numbers are way low.

Though I am not against the idea of using crossbows, I think that if allowed, the number of
hunters will increase during the archery season. More hunters in the woods = more dead deer.
Most hunters do not fill their second antlered tag, | think there will be a higher kill than before.
One reason the late season was started was to give them a chance to use guns they may have
received for Christmas. Moving the season up will not only eliminate that chance, but will also
increase the kill. I understand shortening the firearms season to decrease the kill, but moving the
late youth may even things out. I think non-resident tags should be raised significantly. I live five
miles south of the lowa border. It will end up costing almost six hundred dollars for me to hunt
up there if I am lucky enough to draw a permit. | see a really high number of non-residents
around here because of the cheap, easy to obtain permits.
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As a Mo. landowner and misplaced resident for 20 years, first let me say | appreciate the
opportunity for comment and in general salute the MDC for their excellence. I have lived in
several border states, none compare to the MDC. | support all of these changes, especially the
Youth Hunt change, except the crossbow use during archery season. My bow hunting started at
13 shooting frogs and then moved to deer hunting at Mingo. I've owned a crossbow, it is not the
same. It may be primitive, but I cannot consider it bow hunting. Please consider an alternative
solution. I sincerely thank you for your dedication to wildlife in Mo. and the opportunity to
opine.

Hello, I believe most of the ideas are good ones for change with the following exceptions: 1. It
seems to me, an average hunter with average time off, that the notion of reducing antlerless
season to only three days would be unnecessarily drastic. | imagine that far fewer hunters would
even bother to buy the license since the season would be restrictively short for so many folks. I
also question why it is necessary to cut back to just three days. Is the herd really that bad off, |
doubt it. 2. The rationale explained on the MDC site behind the idea to discontinue urban zone
hunting does not correspond to what I've been reading on deer numbers in those zones. |
recommend that if urban zone hunting is to be reduced, all urban zones need to be scrutinized so
that the original benefits for both hunters and communities are not lost with the swooping
elimination state wide. 3. Concerning crossbows; | believe these weapons are extremely
dangerous and with the emphasis stated to be the inclusion of more youth, I will be a little more
paranoid in the woods next year if this passes. Thank you, C.H.

I am in favor of the proposed deer season changes, especially the late youth season. Nothing was
said about the alternative season, | would hope it remains.

I live in Cooter, Missouri but I hunt in Mark Twain National Forest in Briar, Missouri. | am all
for the reduction of firearms hunting days but am totally against the legalization of using
crossbows and the reduction of the number of bucks one can harvest during archery season.
Please do not change anything concerning archery. It is hard work to harvest a deer with a bow
an those of us who enjoy this method of hunting should be rewarded for our hard work by being
able to harvest a 2 bucks. In my opinion bow hunters are not depleting the deer population.

I am against allowing crossbows during archery season, except to those medically unable to hunt
with compound or other bows. Those that prefer crossbows can hunt with them during firearms
and alternative seasons. | also am against reducing antlered deer to one during archery season. It
would reduce my days in the woods if | harvested an antlered deer early, and did not have a
second tag for late season. | personally would like firearms season pushed back so it is not during
prime rutting time. This would make Missouri the premier big buck state in a few short years.

I like the idea of a 9 day rifle season. As for the youth season, it should be left alone on timing
however | feel that the youth season should be antlerless only. A doe is a trophy for a kid. there
are too many big bucks being wounded because the conservation doesn't have an age minimum
and the caliber minimum is too low. Also, I feel that the youth season is just an excuse for the
parent to be harvesting deer when they aren't allowed. | hear about a 5 year old shooting a high
powered rifle, who is dumber the parents or the conservation to allow it. Next, I like the idea of a
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3 day antlerless season. The guns are on the deer for too long. As for the urban zone, | can't
comment because | don't live in the urban zone so it does not affect me. The archery season
should be left alone. It is completely crazy to consider making crossbows legal for everyone to
use. That would be like allowing shotgun slugs during archery season. Archery season is meant
to be challenging, not butchering. I know a lot of bow hunters that don't approve of the thought
of using crossbows. The conservation areas are fine. They don't need to open antlerless permits
in those areas. What people need to understand is, as a sportsman you should respect the animal
that you love to pursue and sometimes you have to sacrifice today to save for tomorrow and so
should the conservation.

I can agree with the changes EXCEPT the use of Crossbows. Ya'll are wrong about their use.
I’ve been a bow hunter for 40 yrs. and the large percentage of the people that use crossbows
should not be allowed most are people too lazy to go out and practice with a conventional bow
and they all think by using a cross bow they think they should shoot out to 80yds, they seldom
practice more than a couple shots a year with their equipment I classify them as slob hunters, |
want to know who in the Conservation Dept is taking the payoff from the crossbow companies,
when do 10,000 crossbow hunters speak for over a 125,000 plus bow hunters in the state of Mo.
I'll say this again crossbows are wrong for the state of Mo.

I will be out of town and unable to attend any of the public meetings but wanted to share my
opinions on the issues at hand. | would support keeping the current length of the November rifle
season the same, however | could see some major benefits to the herd to move the season away
from the rut so | would support that. | think it helps to give people with a tight work/family
schedule more of an opportunity to get out and spend some time hunting, also it gives people
more of a chance to chase that trophy which brings tons of money to various businesses. | would
also support expanding the youth portion to give more of a chance for people to have time to
spend in the woods with the kids. 1 would support reducing the length of the antlerless portion,
in reality | would support eliminating the antlerless portion all together. 1 would support keeping
the current regulations in place regarding crossbows. | am indifferent concerning the urban
zones. | would like to keep the limit on antlered deer during archery season the same. From my
experience the people who complain about not having or seeing much deer are not doing much
work to support a health deer herd on their land. The rest of us that spend all summer building
habitat and feeding grounds and have spent countless hours checking pics and spotting deer to
keep track of doe to buck ratios, and try to keep them in check during season by setting rules
within our hunting party should be able to harvest several deer if our herd supports it. | have also
never had a problem understanding conservation area regulations however if you are getting
complaints about them than | would support changing them.

Hello, my name is R.S. Thank you for taking the time to read my thoughts on the proposed
regulations for the future whitetail hunting seasons. First | would like to cover in my opinion the
most crucial proposal, allowing crossbows as a legal method of harvest during archery season.
This change to the regulations in my opinion is a horrible idea. There are many reasons why this
should not be allowed. The biggest reason in my opinion would be a dramatic drop in trophy




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 147

buck population, caused by a dramatic number increased in bucks killed. In my experience as a
bow hunter the prime time to hunt whitetail bucks is the last week of October and the first week
of November. Being that these date are during archery season, more hunters will enter the woods
than ever before, with | might add, a different mindset than a traditional bow hunter. Crossbows
are more accurate due to their design, shoot farther and faster than compound/recurve bows. That
being said the target area on a deer has been enlarged and the distance it can be shot at would be
farther. The farthest on average | am comfortable shooting at a deer with my bow is roughly 40
yrds. A 40 yrd radius creates an 80 yrd diameter circle. A circle of this size is (40yrds squared x
3.14) = 5024 square feet | am capable of shooting at a deer. With a crossbow however, due to the
speed and accuracy of this device, | would feel fine shooting at a distance of 60+ yrds. The
square foot difference is a very significant amount, a 120 yrd circle is (60 yrds squared x 3.14) =
11304 square feet! THAT IS MORE THAN DOUBLE! A 20 yrd difference in shooting distance
had statistically double your chances at shooting at a deer. Countless times | have had trophy
bucks pass by 10 yrds too far, but you don't hear me complain, it’s part of the challenge. With
this extra capability many hunters will become lazy and take far more risky shots due to less
practice and discipline needed with a crossbow. | have just covered the tip of the iceberg here
thus far. If a crossbow would like to be used in pursuit of a whitetail, it can be used in the
firearms portion or alt method portion of the season. Crossbows are an excuse for laziness. | do
however support the use of crossbows if an individual is handicapped and not capable of
properly using a recurve/compound bow. I live in Osage County and have seen a steady rise in
the number of quality bucks harvested over the last 10 years. On the contrary though | have seen
a steady decline in doe numbers. Extended doe season should be eliminated or the number of
tags purchased should stay the same of slightly lower than of this year. | appreciate the efforts
done this season to help the population by limiting tags. The fact that youth season normally fall
on what I consider the best weekend of the year to hunt, I think that all youth hunters should
have to follow the same regulations and point restrictions as adults. Introducing youth to the
sport is a great thing but we are already giving them a great opportunity by allowing them to hunt
the best weekend of the year and before all others during firearms season. Until this year | have
never shot two bucks. | shot both with my bow, one during archery season and another during
firearms season. This tactic allowed me to harvest two bucks, but no using two archery tags.
With this being said | think it’s a great Idea to change the limit from 2 to 1 antlered deer with
archery tags. If someone would like the chance to harvest 2 bucks in a year they can pursue the
with both archery and firearms tags. Thank you for your time and | appreciate this opportunity.
Sincerely, R.S.

Please allow private landowners the ability to manage their respective properties. We have
actively managed our deer numbers. We didn't experience a major disease die off and had one of
the better seasons for harvesting mature bucks with several 3 and 4 year old bucks left for next
year. EDUCATION is the key to proper management. Not using micromanagement techniques
to micromanage. If | have one dry doe we try to harvest it, if we have 4 dry does try to harvest
for the betterment of the herd. The conservation should micromanage it's properties individually
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as well through regulations. The bulk of the land, therefore the deer herd, is managed by private
landowners. Please allow us the tags and seasons to properly manage. Again, Education is key to
a stable herd. Not the boom and bust season/tag management strategy cycle we are currently in!

I think we should move the rifle season out of the rut to the first week of December and keep the
two buck limit for the whole season but if you don't harvest your buck during the gun season you
can fill that tag with your bow during the second bow season. | also think we should raise the
price of our tags to compare the three big buck stats around us, non -res should only be able to
harvest one buck. I'm all for extending youth seasons and am on the fence about the crossbow
hunting. | think we should limit our doe harvest with gun but not the bow. My family primarily
lives off deer meat and if we can at the minimal have 4-5 doe with our bow I could live with that.

Please, do not ruin the archery season by allowing crossbows in the same fashion that the
"muzzleloader” season has been ruined by "all other methods". The archery season has been a
blessing, especially for those of us that cannot hunt private land, by giving us a season when the
woods are not literally overran with hunters. There is no comparing hunting with a bow and
hunting with a crossbow -- I've shot both. The deer season was great as it was, with the exception
of the quality deer management addition of antler point restrictions that are teaching young
hunters that it's about trophies, and it appears as though y'all are bound and determined to mess it
up. How about simply leaving it alone and limiting the number of antlerless permits? Have to
admit, with my current access to land (or lack of it), crossbows during archery season is about
going to do in my deer hunting and lead me back to being a squirrel hunter -- which is looking
better and better anyway as | don't have to fight off people for spots and argue with folks that
have just driven in from another state about where I'm going to put up a stand. It's getting silly
out there, and the Trophy Madness is at the root of it. People aren't spending that much money
and time driving in from other states to hunt for thirty of forty pounds of meat.

I do not agree with shortening the antlerless season to 3 days. | do not agree with the use of cross
bows during archery season unless there is a medical reason. I do think that only 1 antlered deer
should be taken during the archery season. | support leaving the November portion timing with
only a 9 day season

Maintain the current timing of November portion at 11-days. | agree with expanding the late
portion of the youth hunt to 3-days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving. Reduce
antlerless to 3-days beginning with first Friday in December. Do not allow crossbows during
archery method of deer & turkey unless of disability. Agree with reducing antlered deer to 1 for
archery portion.

Do not allow crossbows during archery season unless the person has an exemption from a doctor.
If we are worried about deer numbers being down this definitely won't help the cause. I think we
should keep archery season the way it is! Move rifle season out of the rut if you want to stabilize
the dwindling deer herd and limit rifle tags.

Like the shortened firearm season. Like shortened antlerless season. Seems like | have seen very
few does the last two seasons. Prefer archery hunting, so not in favor of moving late youth
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season. Not in favor of crossbows, archery is supposed to be challenging. Maybe the alternative
season is good for crossbows.

Shortening the deer season by two days when hunter participation is very low and creating a
youth season when every kid in the state is off of school will just limit adult hunting
opportunities and probably increase the overall deer kill. I'm opposed. | do support limiting the
number of bucks during archery season and | am a bow hunter

I deer hunt using traditional archery equipment. I use traditional archery equipment knowing and
accepting that 1 must compete with archers using compound bows and the latest gadgets. If |
must also compete with crossbows, then I will decline to participate. | don't believe archery
includes weapons with triggers and scopes and | won't be associated with it. | appreciate your
willingness to hear comments and | hope you do not ruin archery season to appease the crosshow
crowd. The regulations are fine as they are.

I don't like the idea of making crossbows legal. Too many deer will be killed. That’s almost like
4 months of rifle season. I think it will hurt our deer population quick. I like all the firearm
portion you all are considering. Also, I don't like the reduction to one antlered deer during
archery.

I'm ok with all the changes being considered with the exception of allowing crossbows during
the archery season. | enjoy bowhunting over rifle hunting because of the lack other so called
hunters in the woods. To be efficient with a bow you need to put in a lot of practice and scouting.
| feel anyone can pick up a cross bow and walk the woods. | will be really disappointed if this
happens.

I don’t like the idea of letting anybody use crossbows during archery season, only people with
disabilities, or limiting archers to only 1 antlered deer per season. I’m just curious how many
bowhunters actually kill a second buck after gun season.

I accept all the changes in the upcoming year besides the crossbow during archery season, also |
would like to see the four point in the southwest area of Missouri so we can grow more mature
deer down here. Thank you.

Changing the length of the seasons isn't fair to those of us that don't have the opportunity to hunt
every day of a season. When | can only hunt on certain days it's going to lesson my chances to
tag if you reduce the amount of days able to hunt. As for the 2 to 1 antlered change during
archery season I think it would be a good idea. So called "trophy" hunters should be allowed to
tag a buck every chance they get making it hard for those of us that only hunt on limited days of
the year.

I agree with most of the proposed changes except allowing crossbows. | believe children and
older adults should be allowed to use them during archery season but not everyone. Despite what
crossbow enthusiasts say, these weapons do make it much easier to harvest a deer than using a
traditional bow.
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I would like to see our gun season moved out of the rut and shortened. Get rid of the Urban doe
seasons, moving the 2nd youth to the day after thanksgiving is an awesome idea (Also keep the
first segment away from Halloween).

I haven’t seen the numbers on deer killed on Monday Tuesday day 10 & 11of rifle season. |
think most hunters hunt weekends, especially opening weekend. As a bowhunter and rifle hunter
I think crossbows should be restricted to rifle season and those unable to use a regular bow, i.e.
kids and disabled or injured hunters. 2nd part of youth season would be good around
Thanksgiving except some may be traveling. Also, | think most people hunt less late season.
How many people are able to shoot two bucks each year? Urban zones should be limited to size
and maybe shotgun only.

I agree with all the proposed management changes.

I am supportive of changes to the November timing of deer season if it is biologically justified.
Biologist, not hunters, should be the people who make these decisions. | am also supportive of a
reduced November season. | am very supportive of increasing the number of days for youth
season and timing. | am supportive of the use of crossbows for archery deer hunting. I believe
regulations should be considered on conservation areas to increase the abundance of deer.
Restrictions should be placed on the number, sex, size (antler point restrictions) on all
conservation areas. | believe a 1 deer limit during all seasons is appropriate for conservation
areas, especially since data shows a lower public land success rate.

I understand the need to keep deer populations at desirable levels and you all are assigned a
tough job keeping that in check. But my comment is to reduce tags/permits to achieve this goal.
Please don't reduce hunting days because some folks have work schedules that allow them to
only hunt a few days anyway. Another factor with a reduced season length is weather. With an
extended season people can hunt when weather conditions are tolerable to their specific needs. |
strongly suggest to limit harvest as needed but please don't shorten seasons. | also think a
shortened season would lead to folks feeling rushed potentially taking poor, unsafe shots at
animals they normally wouldn't shoot at including bucks that might not be legal under the 4 point
rule and wounding animals that they might not have shot at if they had more hunting time.

9 day gun season, yes. Anything for the kids, great. Get rid of antlerless season. Crossbows legal,
yes. 1 buck per year any method. Nonresident landowner fees SUCK they should be same as
resident.

I agree with and support the proposed changes. | strongly encourage the proposed change to
allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey seasons to be adopted and
implemented.

All your proposed changes seem in line with the deer harvest we have had in recent years and it
all looks good for the future. A few less days is ok. Archery season is another matter, with all the
high tech advances in new equipment the season is just too long, Oct.1 thru Dec.31 is more than
enough to fill your tags.




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 151

Please do not allow the use of crossbows during archery season. Keep the limit at 2 antlered deer
for archery season. Do not change late youth portion of deer season.

I do believe that adding crossbow to archery hunting would benefit the sport a lot. As an avid
hunter the last three to five years | have noticed the number of deer on my property has declined.
All though the mature buck ratio is better. | think charging more for the out of state hunters is a
good idea. It benefits MDC by making more money to help manage our wildlife and also help us
residents hunt more ground that's not leased by the out of towners do to the permits being cheap.
I've tried to hunt both Illinois and lowa and the price is a lot higher for an out of state hunter than
Missouri nonresident. | also think adding nonresidents into a draw would be good. As for
limiting the number of days for firearms portion, I think that would benefit the deer herd to
where we can get back to hunting 11 days main and 12 antlerless, as I think a lot of the
population was hurt with blue tongue. I would like to help manage the deer population to the
numbers we had in 2005-2008 thanks for letting me give my ideas.

Firearms: Would like the firearms November portions timing and length to stay the same. Still
too many deer in my area of west central Marion County. (extensive damage to my corn crop this
year) No strong preferences on other proposed firearms season changes. This wasn't among
proposed changes but would like to see alternate season in mid-December. Archery: I'm in favor
of crossbows during all archery seasons. I'm in favor of a one antlered deer limit during archery
season as long as a person is still allowed one antlered deer during the firearms season, (total of
two antlered deer).

As an avid Hunter and Fisherman | cannot express how much | appreciate and respect everything
the Missouri Department of Conservation does for the state of Missouri's natural habitats, and the
ability for people to enjoy them. That said, | work a forty hour a week job and cannot get out to
deer hunt during the week days for rifle season. The ability to go out both weekends means a lot
to me and the group | hunt with, which is comprised of 15 individuals of which 11 are not
retired. For those of us who are not retired, and also go to school have children and or full time
jobs, the ability to hunt for two weekends during rifle season is key to being able to enjoy the
season and have a chance at harvesting a deer. Usually during rifle season around five of us will
end up harvesting a deer during the first weekend, and four more may harvest a deer the second
weekend. Most of us also have other interests and aspects of our lives that require not only time,
but also money. | know I personally cannot afford to take days off during the week for deer
season for | use my vacation days annually in a very specific manner to be able to hunt, go to
fishing and shooting tournaments, and to spend time with family. If the second weekend was
removed from the season | would no longer be able to enjoy as much time with friends, whom |
usually only get to see during deer season and a few other weekends for working at the property.
I wholeheartedly believe this would cause problems with others as well. Thank you very much
for your time and | hope you take my opinion into consideration, I would hate to lose the time
with friends and potentially the opportunity to harvest a deer, which at most | harvest one a year.

I would like to see deer managed for trophy bucks (4.5 years or more). | enjoy the long seasons
but want what’s best for the herd. | would like to do away with the second youth season all
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together. Keep the crossbow rules the same. Maybe replace the second youth season with a
crossbow season. Thanks J.

Do not change the archery season antlered limit. Since you can only Kill your second buck after
firearm season, it is extremely hard and challenging to do so and I love it but vary rarely do | get
the opportunity to do so. The deer do not move as much and are extremely uneasy. Whoever
came up with this idea is for surly not a bow hunter!

| feel that if you’re going to have youth season, make it does only. Too many parents are killing
deer for their children to tag. | understand that you want the younger generation to get involved
in hunting, but at the cost of hunter ethics is not the way.

I am in full support of all the proposed regulation changes. | personally feel the use of a
crossbow does not change your odds (archery hunting is archery hunting). | would like to allow
our bucks (statewide) to be able reach the older age class necessary to achieve their full potential.
I would like to the rifle season moved out of the middle of November! Too many of our mature
bucks are harvested by weekend warriors because of the timing of our firearms season. | would
LOVE to hunt the whole month of November without hearing one single gunshot. Here in
Missouri we have the potential to grow a world class deer herd SECOND TO NONE! Lastly, 1
believe there should be a surcharge or drawing to residents of neighboring states that do not
allow over the counter tags, fair is fair.

Let's cut the crap! Everyone knows why our deer herd is going down the drain but until the MDC
and the Missouri government stops being greedy nothing will change until we have no deer left.
I've been hunting since the early 90's and ever since the doe tags started selling over the counter
the deer numbers have dropped. We do need some doe management but not in excess. Everyone
needs to understand that with the outdoor channel and just more people these days the number of
hunters has dramatically increased so the old methods need to be adjusted. THE GUN SEASON
IN THE RUT AND THE UNLIMITED DOE TAGS ARE 100% THE PROBLEM! Shortening
the rifle season by 2 days is just plain dumb! The city people and idiots that think they need to
shoot every deer they see mainly hunt the weekends anyway so by the last 2 days of season the
damage has already been done. If the MDC really wants to better our deer herd then you guys
need to look at how lowa, Kansas, and Illinois manage theirs.

I think keeping the main portion of firearms season the same start time is a good idea. Lopping
two days off the end | am ambivalent about. The change to the youth late season is good, as is
the firearms antlerless change. As a senior hunter, allowing crossbows during the archery season
I think is a great idea. | don't think there is any need to allow more than one antlered deer during
archery season. | wouldn't harvest two at any rate.

Firearms Season: Do Maintain current November time frame and limit to 9 days. Do not Expand
the Youth Deer Season. Too frequently "Youth Season" is a euphemism for another adult season.
Do reduce the antlerless portion of the season. Or, eliminate it entirely. Do eliminate the urban
zones. I live just outside of an Urban Zone. | suspect that some of the deer hanging in trees
during the urban zone hunt actually were taken elsewhere. Do not allow crossbows during any
archery season. Crossbows and airguns allow hunters to trespass in stealth mode. My wife found
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a crossbow bolt with broad head under her tree stand on our property last year. Do limit the
number of antlered deer taken on archery tags to one. 4-pt bucks are very difficult to identify and
hunters need to be able to take as many looks as possible - keep as many bucks in the woods as
possible and/or eliminate the 4-pt rule entirely. Do eliminate the 4 point rule on my property in
Cass County. Thank you for considering my input. T.T. Harrisonville, Mo.

I do not support limiting antlered deer during archery season to one. If | already kill a buck
before rifle season with a bow I will likely not bow hunt after rifle season for a doe. You will
find many hunters won't. If | had another buck tag it will get me in the woods. | normally bow
hunt up to the end in January. With that extra buck tag getting me in the woods | will more likely
shoot a doe at some point when my buck hunting is unsuccessful. I don't see how limiting bucks
to just one during archery season will make any difference when your stats from your site show
only 0.3% of archery hunters take 2 antlered bucks.

I agree with all proposed changes except for allowing crossbow as an allowable method during
the archery season. Crossbow is already allowed with a special permit for those who physically
cannot shoot a bow and there are plenty of youth bow options for young hunters. Allowing a
crossbow during an alternative season would be more reasonable than during the archery season
itself.

Don't shorten regular season -- unless you cut the days out of the middle of the week; Agree with
everything else. Particularly like the idea of allowing crossbows during bow season. Gives me
hope for being able to participate in the longer bow season as | approach retirement.

I would be in favor of moving the gun season back one week. Reducing the season by two days
is a good start, but moving it back would make more progress in helping insure an older age
class of bucks. Reducing the doe season is wonderful as most Missouri hunters cannot self-
regulate and shoot more deer than necessary. Moving the youth season is good as well. | love
bow hunting deer and would hate to give up hunting after gun season if | was successful early
season but understand the biology behind it. What about being allowed to use an unfilled gun
buck tag during late bow season? A two buck limit....2 bow or 1 gun 1 bow? | don't think I have
ever killed 3 bucks so it's not a huge deal if I only get 2 buck tags.

I would not be in favor of allowing crossbow during archery season. Crossbows are already
cocked and in my opinion makes it easier. You are going to increase buck kills by allowing
them and I think you are trying to do the opposite with your new regulations.

I would like to see you change resident landowner tags. Everybody who owns 5 acres doesn't
need unlimited tags for everybody who lives in the house. Raise the total acres or completely do
away with them. Resident deer tags are cheap compared to what a movie or trip to the stadium
to watch a Royals game cost. People can buy tags and not be in fear of missing a mortgage
payment.

You guys do an awesome job and | love being able to hunt deer. Thanks for all the good work.

I like all the proposed changes, except the use of crossbows during the archery season. I've been
bowhunting for 20 years. | don't feel a crossbow is near as challenging as traditional archery and
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shouldn't be allowed during the same season.
Thank you, J.

I like everything that's been suggested! We need to manage our deer heard in the state , not
saying it's bad but we can do better! I'm a trapper also and think the Conservation Department
needs to look into extending the trapping season by 15 days to the first of November, just a
thought!

Agree to allow crossbow for archery season.
Agree reducing firearms season from 11 to 9 days.

I would prefer to keep the current 11 day firearms season. | rarely get to hunt more than 3 or 4
days, and | prefer to hunt during weekdays when fewer hunters are out. | don't object to the
other proposed changes. | would support alternating antlerless seasons, so that the antlerless
portion is opened on odd, or even numbered years.

I enjoy taking vacation time during deer season. | would like to keep the 11 days during regular
deer season. This gives me more time to go to the woods. | do not think reducing the days will
change the total outcome for the deer harvesting. Only the true hunters spend the most time
hunting. | would agree with moving the youth 2nd season back to thanksgiving weekend. This
could help with attracting more youth hunters. | disagree that reducing the antlerless portion
would change the outcome. Maybe continuing the one antlerless deer per county would be good.
I am for using the crossbow during archery season and for eliminating urban portion.

I like all the changes, but way more needs to be done on conservation areas to increase deer herd
and open up more firearms hunting. | complained years ago because of unlimited doe tag usage
at Poosey. One local man had 7 does in the back of his truck opening day at Poosey. Limiting
all conservation areas open to firearms to anydeer tags so only one deer is taken on CA's. If a
hunter wants to get more they can hunt Mark Twain NF. 1 also think the 4 point rule is wrong
for landowners. We need the flexibility to manage the deer on our property.

The only thing | see | would disagree with is the use of crossbow during archery season.
Technology has come too far to allow the crossbow in any season other than gun season. It will
basically open it up to anybody who can pull the trigger to bow hunt. It will severely damage the
overall class and skill level of a dedicated group of hunters who have spent a large part of their
lifetime using their hunting skills. These things have scopes, assisted draws, and triggers. It’s
not even close to archery equipment.

There is no reason for shortening our deer season. Are the tags going to be cheaper? A shorter
more restricted season should not cost me as much for a tag. | hunt responsibly, as most people |
know do. We have jobs that limit our hunting too much already. Also there is no reason that so
many of the woods roads, or "TRAILS" should be blocked off to all vehicle travel. How can we
use our resources if we cannot access them? There is no acceptable reason for shortening OUR
deer season. There is no acceptable reason for all the new "management” areas that are shut
down to only foot travel. There have been roads here for decades that haven't hurt anything.
Please quit blocking my access to the public land | spend most of my life on, and please leave
our deer season alone. Thanks...
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| totally agree with the reduction of rifle season to 9 days, reducing antlerless season to 3 days,
having the late youth season on Thanksgiving weekend, dropping the urban season and adding
the crossbow in bow season to increase younger hunters and hanging on to the older hunters.
Reducing the doe permits in archery will along with the other changes allow our state herd to
build back up. The only thing I would like to see removed is the free landowner tags to people
with only 5 acres, that is hard to watch over.

Regarding allowing of crossbows during archery season, you might as well allow rifles during
archery season because a crossbow is a gun with a different kind of projectile. The limit of one
buck during archery season will limit the hunters and young hunters in the woods during archery
season | think if you limit this you will lose money from archery tags. Instead of reducing the
days of gun season you need to move it later in the season like lowa does. This will allow the
does to get bread by the bigger bucks before getting killed.

I strongly support the use of crossbows during archery season. The length of firearms season is
about right to accommaodate for poor weather conditions during hunting. Youth season should be
earlier it is too close to rifle season.

Gun Season
I like most of the ideas proposed EXCEPT LEAVING THE TIME FRAME THE SAME. We
desperately need to move our rifle season off of the RUT to attain an older age class of bucks.

Archery Season

I believe limiting the buck tags to 1 during archery season is a completely misguided way to
attempt to get our buck population to an older age class. If you truly want to accomplish this
then follow the tested and proved method used by many other state's MOVE OUR GUN
SEASON OFF OF THE RUT!!! Look at lowa it works!

Only disabled people should be able to use a crossbow during archery season. It’s wrong and an
insult to all of us who put in the work and practice time. If people other than the disabled want
to use a crossbow to deer hunt they can continue to do it during the rifle or alternative seasons.
This is not a way to get more youth into bow hunting. If you want more youth archery hunters
then open some public ranges where they can practice with their parents and sponsor some youth
tournaments.

Good recommendations:

I would like to see the November firearms season moved to the first week in December. Move
the first youth season up to early October. | like all the rest of the proposals.

Good recommendations:

I would be for decreasing the number of hunting days. As it is, we are missing a lot of good
weather to enjoy our outdoor hobbies for things other than deer hunting. | would think that the
deer hunters would be able to schedule their outings within a smaller timeframe given enough
notice.
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I think the cost of nonresident tags should be 350\400 dollars I go out of state it cost 500.
The youth season would be great after Thanksgiving.

If you only allow 1 antlered deer that would be crazy.

Only allow non-residents 1 antlered deer.

Out of state people draw for rifle tags.

Crossbows are not archery anymore besides they shoot an arrow.

While self-serving, | will tell you why I, a non-resident, find your fees too high. I’ve lived in
MO for nearly 25 years until my wife brought me to MN. 1 would love to return one day. |
return for deer season every year, but only as a spectator. | can hunt big deer in MN. When | get
to Gasconade County, MO, the deer are likely on average 30 or more pounds smaller than my
alternative in the north. | can buy a LOT of meat at a store for $225. In our hunting camp of 17,
four of us find ourselves nonresidents. Yet, we typically spend more money in MO as we travel,
and we contribute as much as our resident hunters in maintaining the habitat on the private land
they hunt. Further, | get no extra benefits for paying a premium to hunt compared to a resident.
As such, you will continue to see me visit MO to be with family for deer season, but not actually
hunt. The price is just too high.

DO NOT allow crossbows to be used during archery season. A crossbow is a firearm and in my
opinion the same as hunting with a gun. Archery season has always been an opportunity to
pursue deer with a challenge. Crossbows takes the challenge out of hunting deer.

I would like to see the proposed changes begin with the 2015 / 2016 seasons. Allowing the use of
a crossbow during the archery season is long overdue.

For years | use to rifle hunt deer season over the last two years | have only bow hunted. There
are too many dummies that hunt public land with rifles to the point of being dangerous. Bow
hunting is a lot more peaceful and less hunters . Most bow hunters have better hunting ethics
than a lot of hunters who crash through the woods with a gun. Making crossbows legal during
bow season gives these dummies just an arrow strapped to a gun to crash through the woods
with. I think it will ruin bow season for a lot of hunters who put the time and effort into the hunt.

I like the use of crossbows for archery, drop firearms season to 9 days, expand late youth hunt to
3 days, limit one antlered deer during archery season.

I am strongly against all of the proposed changes except for changing the late youth season and
allowing crossbows during the archery season. Missouri Department of Conservation has a great
program in place as is and sets the standard for many other states. | for one am a very busy
person and do not like any talk of shortened seasons which will reduce not only mine but many
other hunters chances to get in the field. | spend hundreds of dollars and hours each year on
wildlife habitat management and improvements and do not want the ability of being able to
benefit from the hard work to be cut short! As for the reduction of antlered archery permits I do
not believe that many people fill both tags but I value the ability of landowners to have another
tool to manage the deer herd on their property. | understand that hunters want to see more Bucks
but 1 do not think that is the way to go about it. | believe the 4 point antler restriction should be
statewide and that we as hunters and an agency need to do a better job and provide factual
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information on aging deer on the hoof and the benefits of letting younger deer walk and being
able to reach their full potential. On a final note | strongly encourage you to continue the urban
portion of the Firearms season as that is a great opportunity for me and many landowners to help
manage our farms in urban settings where there is an overabundance of deer which cause
property damage to home gardens and are often hit by vehicles.

As a former Missouri resident who returns home to hunt each year | was glad to hear that the
MDC is considering changes to the deer seasons. After spending a few years in lowa | have been
fortunate enough to see first-hand how a well-balanced deer herd leads to more exciting hunts
and better trophy quality. | was disappointed to see the changes that MDC is recommending. On
my family's farm deer populations are probably 50-60% of what they were 5 years ago. Diseases
and increased hunting pressure have pushed populations to these low levels. Also, more hunters
are looking for better trophy quality and are disappointed by these low deer numbers. The
changes that are being suggested will have virtually no impact on the deer population or trophy
quality. How many bowhunters actually kill 2 bucks with a bow in a year? I'm guessing it's a
negligible amount. What percentage of the firearms deer harvest take place on the last Monday
and Tuesday of the season? I'm assuming this is a negligible number as well. Also, with the
firearms season still in the rut this will make no positive impact on trophy quality. When you
look at famous "big buck™ stares across the Midwest virtually none have rifle seasons in the peak
of the rut. There is no reason Missouri couldn't have the same trophy potential as lowa or Kansas
by simply moving the firearms season out of the rut. I strive in my own life to live up to my
fullest potential. Missouri is not currently living up to its potential when it comes to deer hunting
quality due to the poor timing of the firearms deer season. Please start the firearms deer season
the Saturday after Thanksgiving to truly make Missouri have the best hunting potential it can
have.

1. No, to crossbows in archery season ~ plenty of time during various firearm seasons. 2. Two
bucks are fine during archery season ~ rarely are 2 taken and gives archers motivation to go out
in late season. 3. Move gun season out of rut and then limit 1 buck. 4. Just too many different
seasons adds too much pressure.

In Favor of reducing firearms from 11 to 9. In favor of 1 Buck during Archery. In favor of
reducing antlerless season. Not in favor of crossbow during archery. Not in favor of expanding
youth season. ** No more nuisance tags. | know farmers that abuse this.

Concerning the reduction of the firearms portion of the Deer Season; Experience, at least in this
area of Mo, has shown that almost all of the activity during this season takes place within the
first five-six days. Dropping two days should have little if any effect on hunting pressure here.
Concerning the Archery changes; having been an avid Bow Hunter, using either a Long Bow or
Compound for almost 30 years, and now due to physical restraints, having to use a crossbow, |
have concluded that the arguments against crossbows are pretty much garbage. If anything, they
are harder to hunt with then a "standard"” bow. AND, with the object being to produce a "clean”
kill, a crossbow offers a significantly better chance. (Unfortunately, way too many "archers™
can't hit a hay bale at 10 yards!) Reducing the number of antlered deer from two to one is also
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something I can live with. On the remaining changes, | have no comment. HOWEVER, on the
Alternative season, it would help if there was some clarification concerning checking in a Kill,
particularly concerning crossbow use during that season. While a deer killed using a MZ/CF
handgun would obviously be checked in under a firearms tag, does a hunter using a crossbow use
a firearms or archery tag? It would seem logical that as a crossbow is a legal method during the
firearms season, that its use during the Alternative season would require a firearms tag, however,
what about the individual that has the crossbow exemption? Concerning non-resident deer tag
costs; one needs to take into consideration the positive, economic impact non-resident hunters
bring. Too many residents take the position that non-resident hunters are killing "our" deer,
without taking into account how much money they spend above and beyond the cost of a tag.

The removal of 2 days from the firearm portion will have minimal impact on most hunters. |
believe archery hunters should only be allowed to kill one buck same as firearms hunters. | feel
the change in youth hunting is coming at the expense of the antlerless portion of the firearms
season. The youth season is picking up another day and those 3 days are right upon the antlerless
portion. | like the addition of crossbows to archery as at my age | am not able to draw a
compound bow heavy enough to bring down a full size deer. With the exception of the youth
change 1 like the new proposals. There is no explanation how this will change the alternative
methods portion of the deer season.

I don't think we should change anything as far as crossbows. | feel that the number of antlerless
deer tags should be restricted a little more. Maybe by county. Don't feel that archery hunters
should only be allowed 1 buck for residents. Or maybe something like 2 bucks with bow none
with gun or 1 with gun 1 with bow let the hunter decided just not more than 1 with
gun/alternative method. Maybe even the second buck have antler restrictions. As far as cost for
nonresidents it should cost them what nonresident tags cost in their state. The problem with
unlimited antlerless tags is not necessarily the number of deer killed its people hunt the same
area. Then the deer get killed out in that area. If they could only kill one antlerless in that county
then have to go to different county to get another one they could still fill the freezer but not hurt
the heard so bad spread the harvest out. Thanks for your time and caring!

I really like the idea of allowing crossbows during archery season. | also say YES to allowing
only one buck taken by a hunter in a year regardless of the method. Please DO NOT shorten our
season, if anything the firearms season should be extended or let it go 9 days with a 5 day break
then do another weekend for days 10 & 11. If shortening any season, shorten the bow season,
especially bow season prior to firearms season.

We live near a conservation area and enjoy viewing the deer last year between Nov 2013 and
Sept 2014 the population was nearly zero | am for limiting the number of deer a single hunter
can take and also shortening the season.

I recently heard about some of the of the changes being considered for the 2016 deer season. |
think that most of these changes are not a bad idea with the goal of a healthy heard in mind. |
hate to see firearms season shortened, and I love the opportunity to shoot 2 archery bucks in one
season, BUT I do understand that this will result in more mature bucks ultimately. This is
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something | am definitely OK with though it is bittersweet. The one thing proposed that |
strongly disagree with is the crossbow being allowed for all archery hunters. I'm a supporter of
using a real bow unless physically disabled. A bow hunter takes pride in the skill it takes to get
that perfect set up, with all the variables taken into account, especially when successful. It's an
extreme since of accomplishment to take a deer with a bow. Allowing anybody to use a
crossbow takes a lot of the skill out of it. I think it will also create a false sense of skill for many
hunters who otherwise would not bother with archery season resulting in wounded and lost deer
from these individuals. If we are trying to keep older guys from feeling like they can't bow hunt
anymore, then what about just putting an age limit on a crossbow during archery season such as
40+. This would give every hunter plenty of time to mature as far as archery hunting goes. Time
to learn the things they need to know to be an effective bow hunter while they ARE physically
able. Time to develop the mindset of only taking reasonable, deadly, and humane shots. | do not
want to share the woods with a bunch of guys out there using crossbows just because it's easier.
(They wouldn't be out there if they still had to use a traditional bow.) Missouri has a great set of
guidelines as of now compared to surrounding states. | would like to see that continue by not
allowing any average Joe to have 4 months out of the year to go out and shoot a deer at 60 yards
with a crossbow. This is just going to make the deer population continue to drop at an even more
accelerated rate. Thanks for allowing the public to give their input as | hope mine is considered.

| agree with the change for crossbow. The dates should stay the same.

I think we need to get the use of crossbows in bow season. I like that you all are trying to add
this. Really the whole plan looks good. | would like to see the 2 bucks in bow stay, but | have
never used both so it wouldn't be that big of a deal.

I think regular rifle season should be left alone. Youth season should be lengthened. Doe season
should be shortened and also Archery tags should be left alone. That is my thought. Thanks for
reading this.

A landowner promotes the state and brings other out of state hunters and additional revenue to
Mo. The landowner is penalized for not living in Mo. and forced to pay 225 additional taxes to
hunt on his own land. In AL, a landowner doesn't even need a license to hunt on their own land. |
was born in Mo. and dreamed of owning land there, | made it happen, and still treated as an
outsider. There is nothing right about that.

Everything proposed seems logical for a reduced number of deer for certain counties. | really
don’t see it being a major impact on hunting pressure since most take their harvest opening
weekend. | see it only improving hunting conditions so hunters may have the chance to fill a tag
instead of a game hog boasting about how many they killed then donate the meat away. | endorse
the MDC for making these changes.

I believe that the firearms seasons should be shorter. A lot shorter. Too many deer are being
taken each year because of this. | think the youth season idea is a great one! As for archery, | do
think crossbows should be allowed to everyone. I think there should be a safety requirement to
use the crossbows, because they are very dangerous. As for reducing antlered deer to one for
archery. | do not agree with this. Bow hunting is an art and it takes a lot to try and get an animal
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within range to shoot it. Not a huge number of deer are taken during archery season and hunters
like myself (only bowhunting) may not have an opportunity to shoot anything other than antlered
deer. We have to put meat on the table and if we only get the opportunity to shoot 2 antlered
animals then we have the right to do so. We cannot point and shoot 50+ yards. Lowering the
amount of antlered deer for archery hunting is ludicrous. Thanks so much for your time. | hope
my input gets noticed.

I am opposed to moving deer season to a later date. | believe moving it to a later date will
reduce the number of hunters due to family travel for the holiday. | agree with the proposal to
allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season.

As far as the changes relating to the length of certain portions of the season | think you guys are
in the right track. However, | don't understand why you would eliminate the urban portion. 1 live
in St. Louis County and the numbers are through the roof. | would like to know the reason for
eliminating that portion. Now to my main reason for leaving this comment. The proposal of
allowing crossbows during regular archery season. I've been in support of allowing crossbows
for years. | don't think I'll hunt with a crossbow until I can no longer pull my compound bow.
When that time comes | would rather not have to go to a doctor and pay them a wad of cash just
to be allowed to use one. Through the years I've witnessed far too many men and women give up
on archery hunting for the above mentioned reason. Please consider allowing open crossbow use
in Missouri. Keep up the good work. —-G.

Should be a definite no to crossbow, if you want to bow hunt then bow hunt. If you want to
crossbow then you have alternative. Why would you want to take away our second buck tag on
bow hunting, how about we take away youth season where most fathers are shooting a buck for
their children and then filling their buck tag? Makes a little more sense than taking away one of
my bow tags! When most all bow Kkills are 30 yards or less it's actually hunting!

I do not agree with the shortening of the rifle deer season nor the date changes due to holiday
traveling will limit myself along with others and their time to hunt. I do agree with use of
crossbows for those that are not able to use compound bow during bow season.

I agree something needs to be done, deer population in my area is down considerably and I'd like
to see some changes made. | would like for you to consider reducing the number of permits
available to each hunter rather than shortening the season. Last year | received any deer tags,
antlerless tags, and could purchase an unlimited number of doe only tags? I only need one deer. |
cannot imagine anyone needing more than two. I'd rather see lower limits instead of shortened
seasons which would give more hunters the opportunity to harvest one and still lower the total
number of deer harvested. If the department does not feel that method would have a significant
impact, then why not do a little of both, shorter season and lower limits. I'll support any
decisions made by the department, you do an excellent job and we appreciate your efforts.

1. Crossbows are a gun that shoots a dart (not an arrow) and has a 3 x 9 scope. Younger hunters
who shoot Archery in Mo schools can afford a bow & arrows. Crossbows are expensive but the
bow companies say the average bow hunter has 3 bows and they want them to "also" have 3
crossbows. It is just about money. | am 69 years old & | shoot a 55# recurve, down from a 65#
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recurve. Later | will drop to a 50# or 45# bow as | get older, but it is a bow not a gun shooting
darts with a 3x9. 2. Reducing the bow buck kill to one-Yes. 3. Reducing the antlerless season to
3 days-Yes. 4. Youth season, go to 3 days at Thanksgiving-Yes.

| agree with most of the proposed changes. I think only one antlered buck archery tag is good.
The only thing I strongly disagree with is allowing the use of crossbows during archery season.
If anything allow youths to use them and maintain people physically unable to pull a bow back
with a permit use them. Modern crossbows are able to shoot almost as good as muzzleloaders, if
we allow crossbows we almost might as well just make the archery season all alternative
methods, | don't want to see that happen though. Anyway that's my 2 cents. | just wanted to
express my opinion and how much | disagree with crossbow being allowed to those physically
capable to draw a bow back.

I don't think the state should reduce the # of firearm days. | agree with expanding the youth hunt
to the Thanksgiving weekend. This will increase the opportunity for youth to hunt. | agree with
limiting the # of antlered deer during the archery season to 1.

I think the combination of scaling back both the regular firearms season, and reducing the
number of days available during the antler-less portion by 75% is too severe. The department is
effectively cutting the average firearms hunter's opportunities in half while expanding the
opportunity for archery hunters. According to the department's summary of the 2013 season,
Firearms hunters purchased over 70% of the permits sold. The department's proposal seeks to
radically limit the opportunities afforded the vast majority of hunters, while leaving its policies
unchanged regarding archery hunters. If the antlerless season and the urban regulations do not
significantly impact the harvest totals, why curtail them to seek to improve the population levels.
Archery season is 4 months long, and a bow hunter may fill an unlimited number of antlerless
tags. No proposal has been made to address the question of falling deer populations that
significantly impairs the opportunity afforded archery hunters. Apparently the privileges
afforded archery hunters are sacrosanct. One group of hunters should not be favored over
another, if changes are called for, they need to be made across the board. It seems more
reasonable to me to continue to try to influence the deer population by continuing to limit the
number of antlerless permits issued based upon regional or county populations

I do not like the reduction of days for the antlerless portion. Especially not during the firearms
portion. That will make too many restrictions for hunters. If you want to continue participation
in deer hunting. I think this restriction is too severe. Hunters will not bother to hunt if they
cannot hunt antlerless during firearms, especially with the antler restriction.

First I would like to address the issue of legalizing crossbow hunting during the regular Archery
Deer Season in 2016-2017. The first point | would like to make regarding this proposal is that
doing so will no doubt increase the number of hunters in the woods during the Archery Season
thus it will increase the harvested number of deer. Not only will this increase the harvested
number of antlerless deer, it will also increase the harvested number of antlered deer during the
Archery Season. This brings me to my second point regarding the legalization of crossbows
during Archery Season, that is that Archery Season is just that, for archery hunters. Allowing the
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use of crossbows during Archery Season takes away from the sport and the tradition that
traditional hand-drawn bowhunters enjoy and take pride in. In my opinion, crossbows should
only be allowed for use during Archery Season if a person has a medical reason or disability
preventing them from using a hand-drawn bow as well as medical documentation that states this
from a medical doctor. Next | would like to address the issue of limiting the harvest of one
antlered deer during Archery Season during the 2016-2017 Deer Season. | do not support this
proposal. It is clear that this decision is being made in order to mitigate the increased harvest of
deer, both antlered and antlerless, that results from allowing crossbows to be used during
Archery Season without restriction. As the current laws stand a hunter can kill 2 antlered deer
total between archery season and firearms season. The 2016-2017 proposal would not change the
ability of a hunter to harvest two antlered deer, it just restricts an individual from harvesting their
second antlered deer during the second portion of archery season (post-firearms season) if they
were unsuccessful during the regular firearms or primitive firearms season for the current laws
that allow two bucks to be harvested between archery and firearms seasons. What exactly is the
point of this? It is clear that the only reason to do this is to accommodate for crossbows during
archery season, which is clearly the wrong solution. If this is indeed the perspective the Missouri
Department of Conservation is taking to mitigate the deer harvest that results from crossbows
and archery, then | would very much like to hear a biologists perspective on the difference in
harvest rate of antlered deer pre-firearms season and post-firearms season by archery hunters.
The point | am trying to make is that considering the deer activity post-firearms season that
results from post-rut activity, hunting pressure and general seasonal conditions that chances of an
archery hunter having success on antlered deer is generally less during the post-firearms season
period than pre-firearms season. Bottom line, limiting archery hunters to one buck is not going to
significantly increase the quality of antlered deer. However, rest assured that by allowing any
hunter to use a crossbow during Archery Season and the harvest rates will increase and the
quality of antlered deer will suffer.

I think it is a good idea. | am not a deer hunter and the extended deer hunting season makes it
hard for others that enjoy recreation in the woods. I do not like to go out hiking or riding my
horse when there are firearm hunters in the woods, even on my own property. We have 160 acres
in St. Charles County.

I say leave the regulations like they are! If it ain’t broke, don't fix it.

| support the proposed changes.

» Maintaining the current timing of the November portion but reducing the length from 11 days
to nine days, | have no problem with this. « Expanding the late youth firearms weekend from two
days to three days and having it begin the Friday after Thanksgiving instead of early January, I
have no problem with this. « Reducing the length of the antlerless firearms portion from 12 days
to three days and beginning it on the first Friday in December, | support reducing the time but
reducing it from 12 days to 3 is too much of a reduction. | support reducing it to 7 days.

* Eliminating the urban zones portion. I have no opinion on this. For the fall archery deer and
turkey season, MDC proposes: ¢ Allowing crossbows as a legal method, and | strongly support
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this. It would allow more people to enjoy hunting. « Reducing the limit of antlered deer during
the archery season from two to one, | support this. I do feel the number of doe tags for archery
should not be limited. MDC also proposes simplifying conservation area regulations and also
wants public comment on permit fees for nonresidents regarding a possible increase, decrease, or
no change in price. | am a landowner.

I am for all the changes except crossbow hunting. The most significant being the current and
future additional opportunities for youth hunters to harvest a deer. By adding a day to youth
season, and reducing the number of days in doe season we should see more youth harvested deer
in the upcoming years than ever before. To me, that is what it is really all about. As for the
crossbows. Where do I begin. Frankly, I find crossbows a unnecessary addition to the hunting
season. At the moment, the other changes reflect a long term strategy for continuing to harvest
more deer now and into the future. Crossbows will not increase or decrease the amount of deer
killed, it will simply change the method. The only downside | see for stopping the inclusion of
crossbows is turning away any potential hunters who would only hunt if the opportunity to take a
deer with a crossbow arose. | find crossbows to be dangerous. | own one, and feel | can operate it
safely and accurately. However, | feel shooting my compound bow or rifle is a far safer option.
This year there were a few hunting related fatalities and serious injuries. Why include an
additional element of danger into the mix? | hear countless horror stories from people who have
hunted with a crossbow. Walking in and out of the stand, crossing fences, and even driving all
while the bow is cocked and a bolt loaded. Once the crossbow is loaded most find it damaging to
fire the bow without the bolt, or "dry firing". Most crossbows are difficult to release tension
from, especially while you are 12 feet or more in the air. While it is not a purposed change, |
would like to see a decrease in the amount for out of state permits. | have countless friends and
relatives who travel to Missouri from out of state to hunt. The financial expense adds on year
after, while they continue to fail to harvest game. These out of state hunters often do not hunt in
the state as long as there in state friends and family. Since the MDC is funded by a state sales
tax, which these out of state hunters pay, I see it only fair to charge them a fee closer in line with
Missouri hunters. Preferably no more than double the cost of Missouri residents. Another change
not mentioned that | would support, is the ban of all "game" kept as livestock. These high fenced
areas create unnatural numbers of deer in a specific area and are becoming breeding grounds for
catastrophic disease. Please take the required steps to get this disease issue under control. Thank
you for continuing to do all that you do for Deer Management in Missouri.

As a past deer hunter | agree with all the proposed changes shown above.

As an avid deer hunter in favor of increased deer population, here is how 1’d vote on the possible
rule changes: In favor of: reducing firearms season to 9 days, changing youth hunt to the
weekend after thanksgiving, eliminating urban zone season, and reducing antlerless portion to
just 3 days and changing dates to December. | oppose: reducing antlered archery tags to one
buck. Indifferent about crossbows. Other suggestions would be to reduce firearm antlerless to
just 1 and reduce archery antlerless tags to just 1 or two. Also implementing the four point antler
restriction statewide | think would help the increasing numbers of mature bucks.
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I'm a bowhunter. | think you should leave the crossbow regulations the way they are. Anyone
can shoot a deer with a crossbow. By leaving it the way it is, you could leave the number of
bucks for bowhunters at 2. | feel like you're penalizing bowhunters to let a bunch of people kill
deer with crossbows who would not normally be in the woods until gun season. The bowhunters
I know spend many hours honing their skills in order to be successful. In my opinion, you are
going to ruin archery hunting if you allow crossbows to use the same rules as true archers. If you
were to give crossbows their own season with a timeframe along the lines of firearms or black
powder season it might not be as bad but I still think you should keep the crossbow regulations
the way they are.

I believe these changes are needed to increase the deer herd. There has been a sharp decline in
our area. Thanks.

I think crossbows should be legal during bow season. It would allow more into the sport. | also
think one buck during archery is a good idea. Changing youth a good idea.

I am for eliminating the urban deer hunt. I would like to see them keep the season at 11 days and
still allow two bucks for archery hunters. I am in favor of legalizing crossbows and shortening
the doe season. | would like to see them keep the second youth season as is. | believe the deer are
still to skittish soon after rifle season. | don’t think bow hunters have much of an impact on buck
harvest. For the most part | believe MDC is doing a good job managing the deer herd. We have a
good thing going and although some change may be necessary | caution on making too drastic of
a change. | have noticed a decline in deer numbers over the past several years. Reducing hunters
days afield is not a good idea although the doe season is probably excessive. | believe they
should allow the urban areas to me managed more on a local level based on need.

I support the proposed regulations changes in their totality as written. We need to have faith that
these decisions will benefit our future generations. We need only look at the past positive
achievements to recognize MDC's commitment to the stewardship to our deer populations; these
decisions are not made lightly but in the best interest of all Missourians.

1. First let me say that what does season length have do with deer harvest numbers. It’s all about
(the most opportunity) being in woods with family and friends. |1 would think that MDC would
want everyone that purchases a tag to have the most opportunity to fill their tag. With less deer
wouldn't it stand to reason that it may take more time to fill that tag. If everyone in the state had
one tag to fill, season length (one week or three) the number of harvest would still one deer per
person. 2. Are there plans to shorten archery season as well? | believe archery hunters are what
is driving these changes. They already have 4 months of season. MCD has backed opening gun
season a week up for them so we miss the prime rut. Old men and kids have a hard time archery
hunting. That said including crossbow is good idea. 3. Non resident permits are priced ok for
non-family out of state. MDC could propose out of state children of residents get a break on
price. Our family gets together over the xmas holiday week for muzzleloader season and it gets
costly fast. E permits would not be an option in this case as ID verification would be required. 4.
No mention as to muzzleloader season or length. Could MDC research a late muzzleloader
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season in January. 5. Summery a. 9 vs 11 vote NO, b. move late season youth up vote YES, c¢.3
day doe season vote NO, d. everything else seems ok.

I love all the season length changes and am glad to are working on deer herd. | am a full time
taxidermists so | hear from a lot of hunters. Being a taxidermists | don’t gun hunt because that
when | make money. I love cutting it down to 2 buck tags. However could you do 2 bucks only
one of which can be taken with a gun that way if a guy wants to kill 2 with a bow and none with
a gun he can. This is same format as Illinois and lowa landowners. Thanks for the time and
opportunity to voice my opinion

Crossbow for second half of bow season (youth all season) older hunters can get permit. Reduce
urban area rather than eliminate it. Toughest issue is hunter access. Reduce number of doe tags
rather than season length. Everything else ok.

I concur with reducing the Nov. Any deer portion to 9 days as long as it includes 2 weekends.
Also concur with changing the late season youth season. | disagree with reducing the antlerless
season to just 3 days since | am a antlerless deer hunter, but would be happy with 2 weekend
antlerless seasons besides the Nov. any deer portion. If by urban you mean city leave them alone
unless you plan on trapping and moving the deer. I concur with the Archery season changes. |
own my land but disagree with the CA changes since some firearms hunters need a place to hunt.
Non-resident permits (deer, small game) reduce cost to about half for non-resident land owners
with 25+ connected acres hunting their own land. | heard about this from a MDC e-mail
notification. Also I believe that we need to do away with the 4 point on 1 beam antlered
restriction because it keeps inferior bucks with small antlerless in the gene pool. | have hunted
several counties in MO and have seen some areas with numerous older deer that have never met
the antlered restriction so are not harvested but the superior antlered deer are getting harvested.
Again | normally let bucks go even the two 10 to 12 pointers | have been watching for last 2
seasons that I have had within 25 yards of my stands many times. Keep up the good work.

| agree with the proposals except the three day antlerless because it might make some hunters
think why bother in bad weather.

The non-resident fee is too high as a family we own over 200 acres of land in Missouri. We pay
the same property tax as a resident. We spend our weekends on our land making it a better place
to hunt and protect the wildlife on our land just like a resident and own more land than is
required to get a free tag if we lived in the state of Missouri which I can't do because of my job.
At the very least bring back the non-resident land owner tag.

Reducing the final Mon and Tues of gun season can't make much of a difference, | suspect a
small percentage of the total kill are taken on the last two days. However, it does reduce the
opportunities afield and increases the concentration of hunters. Disagree with the proposed
change. If we want mature bucks, need regs to stop shooting the small ones (except for youth) or
push firearm season past the peak rut. Agree with expanding the youth portion to three days;
however, | have seen good success with the January youth season over food plots. Deer around
Thanksgiving tend to be nocturnal due to firearm season pressure. Agree to limit antlerless
season. My recommendation is to eliminate it. 1 hunt both northern and southern MO and have
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seen the does get hammered up north over the past decade, populations are well below the
carrying capacity. Also you have introduced antlerless tags in some southern counties, such as
Cape Girardeau and it does not have a sufficient widespread population to support it. Does got
hammered around our family farm this year and the area is a long way from carrying capacity.
Suggest going back to a limited number of doe tags/county like in years past. Unrestricted doe
harvest is only needed in overpopulated areas and for a very short term, we went way too long.
Agree if the urban zones aren't effective, eliminate them. Not sure how allowing crossbows hold
attracts and holds more bowhunters? This is the latest fad among states and it appears that Mo is
just jJumping on that bandwagon without any scientific reasoning. It looks like from your own
statistics there are more bowhunters afield and they are more effective. Modern compounds are
not difficult to shoot. | have a 19 year old daughter that shoots a 38 Ibs. compound that will
effectively take deer to 25 yds. Why do we need 150 Ibs. crossbows; save them for alternative
weapons season? Archery season buck limit from 2 to 1. How many bowhunters take 2 bucks
annually? My guess is a very small percentage (in fact | believe you published that data at one
point) Again if you want to improve buck age structure there needs to be antler restrictions. The
antler restrictions up north have helped where I hunt, maybe not to the degree we all hoped but it
has definitely slowed down the killing of 1.5 year olds. Again this proposed regulation seems to
have little data to support that it will have any measurable impact.

I learned about all this from your e-mail. 1 do not think that crossbows should be allowed for
archery season, they already have a season its alternative methods. Then you don't have to reduce
the number of bucks by bowhunters. There aren't that many bow hunters that kill two bucks
because you have to wait until after firearms season to use the second tag anyway. Most
bowhunters don't kill any deer and if they do its probably antlerless. Only hardcore trophy
hunters are out there with a bow after all those guns turn the deer nocturnal. I love bowhunting
and if I kill a buck early then I would have to quit hunting the rest of the season. | have never
killed two bucks with a bow in the same season but | hunt until the last day of the season trying.
Don't take away my two buck limit, it wouldn't change the number of bucks killed anyway.

Don't change timing of rifle season, change to 9 days, ok. Let everyone use crossbows, ok. One
buck with bow, one buck with rifle, ok. Now, here are other things you NEED to implement -
change youth season to ANTLERLESS ONLY! This has been a JOKE since it started! I’m all
for letting kids hunt, BUT IT IS ONLY A TROPHY BUCK HUNT FOR THE FATHERS! Let
the kids shoot does! If the child wants to shoot a buck, then they can hunt in the REGULAR
SEASON like everyone else! Most every hunter agrees it is nothing but a POACHERS DELITE
for dads and bucks! Make it a draw for out of state hunters. Too easy and too cheap for out of
staters to hunt. Change the baiting law! This is the most ridiculous rule ever! A farmer, in
northern Missouri, with a corn field, can mow it down the day before season, SCATTERING
CORN ALL OVER THE GROUND, and it is PERFECTLY LEGAL! But anywhere you don't
have corn, you’re a CRIMINAL if you dump a pile of corn out of a sack! There is absolutely NO
difference in the two situations — corn is on the ground for wildlife to eat! But folks that don't
live in farm country are criminals and farmers up north are not, ridiculous! Missouri needs to
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join most other states and allow baiting! Make WHOLE state 4 point on one side! | was the
biggest opponent of the 4pt rule when it first came out but, after hunting the last few years up
north, it has definitely IMPROVED the buck size! We need it down south now!

I grew up hunting and fishing every chance I got. My grandfather and step father drilled the right
way to hunt and fish while also preserving those resources into everything | do. As a father now |
hope | can instill those values into my son. | understand why wanting to shorten the November
season would benefit our future generations as well as the deer population, but as I am an active
duty service member in the USAF | find it difficult to make it home for the short season already.
I personally think that instead of shortening the season there could be a way of putting more
restrictions or only hunting in special over populated zones but by doing that you can't
knowingly put thousands of hunters in a small area to hunt and not expect a rise in accidental
shootings. I do like the extending of youth season to 3 days vs 2. When a | was younger and
hunted during this season it was harder to get a family member to take me out as they were
saving their vacation days for their hunting season. Though I have only bow hunted once | do
like the restriction of one buck. I never understood why bow hunters could bag two bucks.

I put that it is about right for an out of state hunter to pay 225 for a deer tag but there needs to be
a break for people who are land owners paying taxes to the state on their land. It's not right to
make them pay the same amount as someone who doesn't own land in Missouri.

I strongly oppose the use of crossbows during archery season. Crossbow hunters already have
firearms and alternative methods season. Crossbows are not archery. They require nowhere near
the skill of archery and remove most of the challenge. Probably no reduction in antlered harvest
during archery season would be needed if crossbows continue to be prohibited. People with
disabilities can get a waiver so there is no need for a general crossbow allowance to allow aged
bow hunters to continue hunting. Also, some of the best archers | have met are in their 60s. | also
oppose any extension to the youth season. Many deer harvested during youth season are
probably shot by poaching parents anyway. There is no effective way to regulate this illegal
activity with conservation agents spread thinly over such large geographic areas. Why give the
poachers any more opportunities?

As a bow hunter | strongly disagree with the use of crossbows during the archery season. |
understand that youth, older and disabled hunters are not physically able to hunt with standard
archery equipment. So | suggest that crossbows should only be used by youth under the age of
15, adults over the age of 65, or persons with a physical handicap with the proper paperwork
from a doctor, have the privilege to hunt with a crossbow. | work very hard to harvest the deer
that I harvest with archery equipment, allowing other able bodied hunters to hunt with equipment
that is easier to shoot, is not bow hunting. I also strongly disagree with the youth seasons in
general and how they are managed. What does the youth season teach our kids? That they are
special enough to not have to follow the rules everyone else does? This is the problem with
today's youth, they are over privileged, in a "everybody gets a trophy" world. Why should they
not have to wait and take a buck with 4 points on one side? How does this teach our children
about managing deer herds and the age of the deer they have taken? | have kids and I love them
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with all of my being, but I can't see how letting them hunt a couple weeks before everyone else is
beneficial to anybody. The excuse of getting them involved is thrown around a lot, are we as
parents getting so greedy and lazy that we can't take our kids out during the regular seasons? Not
this guy, my kids will be taught how to respect and understand our deer, and not just go into the
woods two weeks before the season opener and shoot brown and walking. The remaining
proposed changes that | have not mentioned all seem to be good ideas. This past season bucks
rutted harder than I've seen in 20+ years of hunting in Missouri, | believe in many areas the deer
population is balanced and where it should be. There are some that are above or below ideal, but
I believe our state deer herd is healthy and growing. Theses proposed changes can help keep the
heard numbers where they should be, but it is up to us hunters to know where our deer herd
numbers stand and hunt accordingly. I wish that the MDC could find a way to educate more
hunters about proper deer management. All in all the MDC does an excellent job at what they do,
and | hope that with the efforts of the MDC and fellow hunters, that my kids can grow up
hunting deer as | have.

I like the 11 day season. I don't like changing the first youth season. It will be after the regular
gun season. Deer will be more spooky, not as many of them, and it is more likely to be colder. It
is a lot easier to hunt with children when it is more apt to be warmer and comfortable. The more
comfortable it will be the better experience they will have and more likely they will become
hunters when they are older and can handle the colder temps. I really have no comment on the
antlerless season or urban season | do not par take in either of them. I do like the idea of
crossbows. | think it would be great to go to the woods and kill and with a crossbow. If your
scared of to many deer being taken early because of crossbows make a season for them for a
couple of weeks and see what kind of effect it has. | do however extremely oppose the idea of
only one archery buck Missouri has a great deer herd and as a hunter and land owner | don't want
to be taken out of field because | killed one buck. It is a lot harder to kill a buck after firearms
season any way. | feel having that second tag in your pocket gets more people out in the woods
and more apt to spend money and that is honestly good for the hunting industry, MDC, and the
economy. Most of all I want to be able to kill that second buck of the with a bow. I've archery
hunted for about 17 years now starting at the age of 14 and I've yet to kill two archery deer in a
year. PLEASE don't take that from me. I recently bought three hundred acres in southwest
Missouri just to hunt on. With only one archery tag | don't feel that I can honestly mange my
buck herd well enough with only one antlered tag. Please do not take that away from me. | don't
really care about the other changes. This is the only one I really don't want to happen. Thanks for
reading

Maintain the timing of the November portion. Leave the same length Allow crossbows as legal
method for deer and turkey. Leave the antlered deer during archery season at 2 . | think non-
resident deer permits should be 400 dollars like most other states.

The proposed crossbow use during archery season is a terrible idea! As stated in your article
"deer numbers statewide are at or below desired levels" Allowing crossbows to be used for the
four month archery season will decimate the herd to negate any gain by shorting firearms season
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and the antlerless portion, etc. Do we want to return to 1930 when there were fewer than 400
deer in the state? This decision should not be left up to the general public. It should be left up to
people such as myself and the MDC who have the best interest of the deer at heart! Not those
who feel the need to always fill a tag at any cost! Remember it was the general public who made
animals such as elk, bear, wolves, and mountain lions extinct in our state! Please do the
responsible thing and not allow crossbows during the archery season unless handicapped or
elderly! This is the only logical answer or our herd will be in serious jeopardy! Thank You

I think the timing &length of the November hunt should be left alone. The youth portion should
be expanded, the crossbow allowed & the number of antlered deer allowed left as it is.

I think the November firearm season is already too short as it is, | can't believe you'd even think
of making it shorter, if anything it should be made longer.

Don't care about the season length, one buck with a bow sounds great, but Donaldson Point
Conservation Area is in desperate need of changes, I’ve seen people dragging does out of public
woods that is supposed to be buck only, taking gates down and driving trucks in walk-in access
only areas. | wish we either go shotgun or muzzloader only or even antler restriction, I think the
cost of nonresident tags need to match Illinois. | spent 500$ and got to shoot 1 buck they spend
half that and shoot 2.

I do not feel that limiting bow hunters to one antlered deer is justified. Also if the youth portion
of the firearms season, of which I am a big fan of, is to be expanded it should be moved well
away from the rut. There is plenty of pressure on the deer herd during the rut as it is.

As an avid deer hunter of over the past 35 years of all methods. I agree with most of the
proposed changes as | have certainly experienced a decline in deer herd that past 3-5 years. | am
not sure about extending the youth season as this is counterproductive to what the goal is of
increasing or maintaining a healthy herd number. Allowing cross bows to all hunters will
definitely enhance the number of hunters who currently don't "trust™ themselves with a
compound or re-curve bow and | see this as a positive for the sport.

When is Missouri going to get it right? Look at all the top producing B&C states. Push the gun
season out of the rut to the first week of Dec. or at least the last week of Nov. Limit the doe tags
to 1 with a firearm. Push the first youth back with the reg gun season to the weekend before and
leave the second youth in Jan. As far as allowing crossbows during archery season, well that's
just a horrible horrible idea that shouldn't even be considered. You do that and continue to have a
gun season during the rut we will all watch our genetics and population go downhill fast. If you
have a disability now that's a different story. If you push gun season back allow archery hunters
to use both buck tags before gun season. That should compensate for pushing the gun season
back and controlling the population but not near as drastic as having a gun season in Nov. A lot
less 1 1/2 and 2 1/2 year old bucks would be killed which will make for a lot better herd for
future seasons. It should be about the deer not us, not money. Healthier herd and bigger bucks!
You start producing record book deer year after year like lowa, Kansas, Illinois and you will see
more money coming in from out of state hunters. Whatever a state charges us to hunt that's what
we should charge them end of story. Above all else, push the gun season out of the rut!
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As the deer population in our area is not what is was a few years ago, | support these proposed
changes. | certainly like the use of the crossbow in archery season. I have lost several deer in the
past due to a bad shot with my bow and the fact that, at my age, it is getting more difficult to pull
a bow.

I thank that it should be legal to hunt with a crossbow but everything else leave alone and not
changed

In favor of maintaining time of firearms and reducing to 9 days. Absolutely IN FAVOR of
allowing crossbows in archery. I think this would really increase youth/women participation in
this hunting season. I'm ok with reducing to 1 buck in bow season. On a side note, just a thought,
change individual deer permits to 1 antlered point restriction deer, 1 antlered deer no point
restriction, 2 antlerless deer for a total of 4 deer, how you choose take them is your business.

I agree with all changes except for those in the archery season. If you allow crossbows, soon
everyone will be using them and will have an unfair advantage over bow hunters. With today's
technology crossbows are almost equal to a rifle. Also if you allow only one antlered deer in
archery season, people who hunt mainly for big bucks will be cheated out of a lot of hunting time
once they have taken a buck. Please don't make these two changes.

The youth hunt is fine. It does not need to be expanded. Failure to get a deer is part of the
learning process. Plus a lot of these kids parents are shooting the deer not the kids. Crossbows
for older hunters and handicapped hunters are fine but younger people need to use normal bows
to hunt. If you guys think deer numbers are low, then | believe you. If you think reducing bow
hunting from 2 to one antlered deer is good, go ahead. 12 days to 3 days on the antlerless portion
sounds pretty dramatic but, again, if your science says that needs to be so be it.

I hope changes actually happen this time. After all the surveys and feedback from hunters during
2014, yet zero was changed. WASTE OF TIME AND MONEY. Starting to feel like lip service.
Keeping the rifle season in November and reducing the season to nine days will do NOTHING to
increase mature bucks. Majority of the harvest is opening weekend and your table clearly show
this. The season need to be moved to after Thanksgiving. I do support the 3 day antlerless season
vs what is currently in place. It actually needs to be eliminated entirely. The deer numbers are
down and there is plenty of opportunity to harvest does during the archery and rifle season on top
of the alternative season. | do not support the youth late deer season going to 3 days in late
November. NO CROSSBOWS DURING ARCHERY SEASON. If it is approved then the
statewide buck limit needs to be reduced to 1 buck a year regardless of method used.
REPEATING NO CROSSBOWS. If a hunter wants to use a crossgun then they have every
opportunity to use it during the rifle season. Draw locks are illegal on bows now, what’s the
difference?! Nonresident prices are too low. | am surrounded on three sides by nonresidents.
Want to keep the price the same, go to a draw to reduce nonresidents leasing up land due to
guaranteed tags! Do the game wardens ever get a break to actually hunt? The deer are being
hunted from 9-15 until 1-15. Shorten the deer season to a bow and one rifle and be done with it.
The current structure creates to many "poaching" issues by opportunity. | am impressed with
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habitat improvement work done on public land, just too bad it is over hunted and there are no
deer to actually benefit from the effort. Buck only on public land.

I read your proposed regulation changes and | believe they are good. I think you are in the best
position to evaluate the condition of our deer herd and the changes will strengthen our herd for
future generations. I'm sure not everyone will be happy with the changes, but I think it is in our
best interest as hunters to pull back the throttle a bit. Adding the crossbow to the archery season
is fantastic. I'm sure this will upset a few bowhunters, but if they understood crossbow dynamics
they would realize the method wouldn't jeopardize their season. Thanks for all you do!

Crossbows is a big YES! | am a bowhunter and getting older. | agree with ALL the other
proposals. 9 days is plenty of time, 1 would like to take my kids out hunting but sitting in
freezing weather does not appeal to a lot of new hunters. Property access with 955 privately
owned property has and will always be a problem for hunters here in this great state. | had more
hunting opportunities in NJ, of all places! You need to loosen up some local land if you want to
keep generating the cash that these sports generate or the state and even your job may be in
jeopardy due to lack of participation. | am a diehard hunter, my kids (and their friends), not so
much. We have to travel an hour for available land to hunt and live two minutes from Busch.
Lighten up or loose. You all do a great job! Offer work programs at CA areas with hunting
access as a reward | would be your first guy in line to help pick up trash, build blinds etc. one
day for each hour and then limit it to 5. This will be a win win for everyone. Consider it and
THX, A.

I strongly disagree with allowing crossbows as a legal method during archery season. Crossbows
have a fixed stock and are not considered archery therefore they should not be allowed during
archery season. | have always disagreed with having the firearms season during the rut. Other
neighboring states have the firearms season in December after the rut.

I sent a comment last night and it would be much easier if the MDC would have an online
questionnaire that hits on all the topics with standardized questions, like the questions above
about age and below about non-resident tags and answers because there is large amount of
information given to digest and remember all the points that each person wants to make some or
all proposed changes. This would also be much easier for the MDC to compile the information
accurately and not having to interpret what a given person might be saying about a topic. One |
can hunt in Arkansas with an out of state license that includes deer firearms, archery, spring
turkey, chances to be drawn for managed deer, turkey and elk, bear even alligator, It is an all
hunting tag for $300 so | really feel $225 is a bit stiff for one firearms deer tag. Thanks

I agree with all the changes except for the elimination of the urban zones portion. Not sure if the
numbers have been reduced enough to reduce deer fatalities and vehicle incidents. If the urban
hunts are eliminated then there is no control around the urban areas.

I am in favor of all regulation changes except reducing the archery antlered deer limit to 1. | have
bowhunted a LOT, and it is very rare for someone to get both bucks, especially with the antler
restrictions, so | don't see what this even accomplishes. A lot of my late season hunts are spent
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trying to fill my 2nd buck tag. If I didn't have that tag, | would not spend as much time outdoors
and that would be terrible.

I am opposed to reducing the number of days for the regular season from 13 to 11. | am opposed
to increasing the number of days for youth hunting. | have taken youth hunting for the last 15
years. Unfortunately, in north Missouri, there are many adults who use this time illegally. They
harvest mature bucks and say that it was the youth that had the tag that shot the deer. Being in
education for more than 20 years, | have had multiple young youth through the years say how
dad "helped" them shoot their deer and then went on to describe how they really didn't shoot it. |
feel the youth season is very beneficial to get young hunters started, but if you are looking to
decrease hunting opportunities in regular season, urban season, antlerless season, and archery
bucks, you are picking winners and losers. Keeping the youth season the same is the only fair
way to do this. Also, | do not agree with reducing number of buck tags during archery season.
Most archers wait for mature bucks due to the length of the season and only a small percentage
ever take 2 bucks. If you are fortunate to have the season of a lifetime when 2 mature bucks give
you an opportunity, you should feel fortunate. |1 have bow hunted for more than a decade,
averaging well over 30 days in the field with a bow, and have yet to harvest 2 bucks in a season.
I am in support of reducing the number of antlerless days or eliminating them all together for a
couple of seasons.

I would like to see deer managed for trophy bucks (4.5 years or more). | enjoy the long seasons
but want what’s best for the herd. I would like to do away with the second youth season all
together. Keep the crossbow rules the same. Maybe replace the second youth season with a
crossbow season. Thanks J.

I support all of the changes under consideration, except the allowance of crossbows. At a time
when the agency claims to seek to reduce harvest, crossbows will significantly increase harvest.
Perhaps consider allowing them in the late archery season? [after November firearms] This
would allow the agency to track whether the inclusion affects participation while still allowing
true archers a time for themselves in the woods. If crossbows are allowed in any regime, |
strongly recommend a survey at the time of archery tag purchase asking if the hunter intends to
use a crossbow [for the first 2-3 years]. This will not only allow the agency to gauge
effectiveness of the change, but educate purchasers of what will be a big change.

I like the proposed changes. | know as a crossbow permit holder, I like the change I had to wait
an extra three years for my shoulder to get bad enough for my doctor to sign my paper work.
Plus the burden of getting the paperwork and paying a copy to see a doctor. When other states
already allows crossbows. Thanks and keep up the great work MDC.

1.] Crossbows are fine but allow their use only in rifle season, because they are basically a close
range rifle. 2.]Doe season for 3 days eliminates my chance to hunt as | work Thursday through
Sunday and have used my vacation time by the time the 3 day season would open. I have always
hunted deer and in a normal doe season | would typically hunt 3 of the 11 day season. A 4 day
season works but starting on Saturday and ending Tuesday. 3.] Leave the 2 bucks for archery
hunters as it is. | have been hunting in Missouri since 1983 and have seldom, if ever, filled both
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any deer tags on bucks. Under the proposed change after | shoot 1 buck I would continue bow
hunting until the season ends which would just increase the number of does harvested. | feel like
any bow hunter would do the same. If we need a reduced buck harvest move rifle season opener
to the end of November. 4.] 9 day firearms season? Are 2 less days during the week going to
make much of impact on total harvest.

Maintain current November portion as is or make it earlier and do not shorten. I love bow season
it is my passion but lengthen the youth portion to 9 days and shorten bow season do not reduce
the number of antlered deer in bow season. Leave as is but remove restriction as to one before
November gun portion and one after but allow anytime during bow season. Allow crossbows
during archery season. Do not reduce the number of days during the antlerless gun season leave
as is. Conservation area regulations | would leave as is.

*Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. Allow them now
for the 2015 -2016 deer season.

1. I think the current 11 day firearm season is good, because | know several people that will take
off work the week of Thanksgiving to hunt, but need to work during the first week. 2. | don't like
the idea of moving the late youth season, the first season already is in prime bow hunting, so |
don't like taking more prime bow hunting time away. 3. | agree with reducing or eliminating the
antlerless season. 4. | also agree with eliminating the urban season. 5. Reducing the archery buck
limit to one is a great idea and will only help the quality of the deer herd. 6. Allowing crossbows
during archery season is a good idea, it will help some people I know to be able to go bow
hunting.

1. Move main rifle season two later and maintain 2 week duration. 2. Expand both youth seasons
to 3 days; i.e. Sat, Sun, Mon. 3. Reduce antlerless season to 3 days is ok but start on Sat not Fri.
4. Yes, eliminate Urban zones. 5. Yes allow crossbows as legal. 6. Yes on reducing limit to 1 on
antlerless archery season. 7. Yes on simplification of conservation area regulations.

I do not always have weekends off and when I do the public areas are crowded. | have killed my
deer on one of the last two days several times. As far as a 1 buck archery limit, that would take
away most people's ability to put down a wounded buck or take a "management™ buck. I believe
this would also shift more pressure onto does. | agree with the other proposed regulations.
Thanks for asking for input from the public.

The regulation changes are fine except I think each hunter should be allowed only one buck. Not
one with a bow and one with a gun.

Keep current November portion timing and length. Reduce doe harvest in those units where
numbers need to increase. Shorting the doe season to 3 days would help accomplish this. The
Friday first Sunday in December would be a good thing. If the urban hunt is not working then
eliminate it. | support the use of crossbows during the fall archery season. I do not think reducing
the buck harvest to one would be a good idea because a large portion of hunters will stop hunting
if bucks are off limits. | know | would for fear that monster would show up and | would not be
able to shoot. Simplifying regulations is always a good thing. I already sent a comment about
nonresident permits.




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 174

In Ste. Genevieve County the deer population has decreased significantly due in large part to the
over killing of our doe population. Shortening the firearms portion by two days will have little
impact on the doe kill here. Deer drives will only increase on the second weekend. In my
judgement, and | make it a point to communicate with as many hunters in this county as possible,
the best way to increase the herd here is to scale back the doe harvest at least for a few years.
Eliminating the any deer permit in favor of an antlered only permit would be a good start. That
would at least stop the two doe kill that is common here now. The unlimited doe kill for bow
hunters is a large part of the problem because so many bow hunters simply do not check their
deer. Crossbows are only going to make it easier for this kind of killing to continue. The
prevailing attitude toward MDC is beginning to take an undesirable direction throughout our
county, and | find that very concerning. The general school of thought that is growing in our
county is that MDC has out grown its ability to manage by way of public input in favor of
special interest groups, and will only take action when things have reached crisis levels. |
certainly am trying to hang on to the hope that this opinion is somehow in error. | suppose the
proof will be in the pudding. When | was a boy there was no youth season. My Pop took my
brother and I hunting with his buddies blessings and we hunted under the same rules as they did.
If we have a youth season, fine, but when there is a four point rule it should apply for the youth
portion also. We need to create good responsible hunters and rules that require some discipline
contribute to that. If not, we just raise another batch of killers of game. Anyway, I've had my
say. Go easy on the does.

Firearms Season Changes--Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the
length to 9-days. No, if this is to assist in increasing population, then reduce number of deer
permits allowed during a season versus limiting the timeframe. Like most folks, | stay pretty
with work and family so I'm often times limited on when | can get out to the woods. Limiting the
timeframe would make that even harder. --Expand the late youth portion to 3-days beginning the
first Friday after Thanksgiving. Agreed, this might also coincidentally five some the opportunity
to take their kids hunting rather than being subjected to Black Friday shopping. --Reduce the
length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December. No, again as
stated earlier, if this is to assist in increasing population, then reduce number of deer permits
allowed during a season versus limiting the timeframe. Like most folks, | stay pretty with work
and family so I'm often times limited on when | can get out to the woods. Limiting the timeframe
would make that even harder. --Eliminate the urban zones portion. No, again limit the permits
not the seasons. Archery Season Changes--Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery
deer and turkey season. Absolutely not. Continue the practice of allowing doctor waivers for
handicapped or senior citizens. If the mindset is to increase population then why give able bodied
folks the advantage of using a crossbow? If general population wants to use a crossbow during
main firearms portion then that's fine. --Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery
season to 1. That's okay. Conservation Area Regulations--Simplify conservation area regulations
by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery antlerless permits. Agreed.




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 175

I think the changes are warranted and necessary. We have an "over harvest” problem, and many
of the proposed regulations should cure that issue if they are enforced. | really appreciate the
MDC, and I think what you're doing is important and necessary. Please do not bend to the
outfitters, commercial hunters and those that want to overharvest our valuable natural resource.

I would also ask that you continue to take a scientific approach to CWD and EHD. Please do not
take a page out the Illinois or Wisconsin playbook by establishing eradication zones where deer
will no longer be found. There has to be a better way to deal with the issue.

| agree with the proposed changes. In my area deer numbers are down. Being an older hunter |
would like to see crossbows allowed as an accepted archery method.

I think all is fine except that each hunter should be allowed only 1 buck a year not one for
archery and one for firearms

I am concerned over the proposed suggestion to reduce the number of antlered deer taken with
archery. According to your numbers, even now archery is only 20% of the harvest. Firearms is
79%. | am not sure how limiting the archery antlered harvest is going to make that much of a
change when a VERY small number of archery hunters actually harvest two antlered deer. The
change needs to be made to the firearms portion and MOVE IT BACK one week or even move it
two weeks back to avoid Thanksgiving since that seemed to be a large complaint of moving it.
By moving the firearm portion back then that in itself will reduce the number of antlered deer
harvested. With the drop in numbers I am honestly asking myself why we even have an
antlerless portion separately anymore, put that in with the regular firearm season. Let’s let the
largest number of does actually get to breed, your numbers jumped to what 75% if the firearms
portion was moved back? That seems like an easy decision. Yes | understand that firearm out
number archery hunters by a VERY large number so the voice is larger for the firearms but
please do not restrict the archery hunters, | just don't see how that helps your cause. The changes
need to be made where they will actually have an impact and that is with the timing of the
firearm season. You could set up crossbows, if this has any effect on the archery restriction, to be
a separate season the same time as muzzleloader? It is called Alternative Method season |
believe? There are other options for changes to the Archery season. Now we have the
opportunity to kill two antlered deer. But only ONE before firearm season. What if you made the
first tag ONLY good for the time before rifle season, then the second tag would be for ONLY
after firearm season. Two bucks could be taken but only one before and one after, eliminating the
possibility of taking two bucks after firearms season? You could even separate the tags as some
archers do not hunt after firearm season, so they could only buy one tag, BUT have the
opportunity to purchase the second tag for AFTER firearm season if they wanted to. Tag 1 - Sept
15 thru open day firearm. Tag 2 day after last day of firearm thru January 15th. Can purchase one
or both? PLEASE do not limit the number of antlered deer archery hunters can harvest. A VERY
small percentage of archery hunters actually kill two antlered deer with archery equipment, if
limited then that will limit the time we have in nature and hunting. Feel free to email me with
any questions on my suggestions.
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I am a volunteer Hunter Ed instructor and have been an avid deer/turkey hunter for the past 40
years. The last two years, | have personally watched the number of deer around my home and
where | hunt decline. I think that the proposed changes will help raise and increase the
population of the deer herd in Mo. The drought two years ago, had a MAJOR impact on the
number of deer in my area. | think lowering the number of days to hunt will certainly benefit the
overall population of the deer herd. Personally, | would also like to see the antler restrictions
imposed statewide. | used to hunt in Central Mo. where the antler restrictions were implemented
several years ago. What a difference that regulation made in the quality/size of the bucks
harvested there in about 3 years! | also deer hunt in the State of Arkansas every year, and Ark.
has a state wide antler restriction that works well there. | also feel that the cost of a non-resident
deer permit is too high. I like the options given by Arkansas Game and Fish. You can purchase a
3 day deer hunting permit in Arkansas for $100, 5 day for $150 or for $300 you can purchase an
entire deer hunting season permit. The 3 day permit allows you to harvest 2 deer, the 5 day tag
allows you to harvest 3 deer and the $300 permit allows you to harvest up to 6 deer. That permit
also includes 2 Spring turkey tags. Perhaps Mo. should consider the 3, or 5 day hunting permits.
I hunt with a relative who resides in Ark. and he would love to come to Mo. and hunt deer, but
feels the non-resident tags are way too expensive.

I have no problem with shortening the rifle season but why not the archery season as well they
have four months and are not being asked to give up any of their season? As far as the youth
portion, three days in November is better than two days in January but why not add a few days to
the early youth portion and make it earlier yet? As far as crossbows and out of state tags, | really
have no opinion one way or the other. Thanks for listening, J.H.

Highly disappointed that MDC would not push the November firearms season back at least one
week. | think it’s the number one tool to grow bigger bucks and allow the old age class bucks to
breed the does, improve the age class of our bucks. We have lost a lot of bucks to EHD and the
herd is rebuilding in our area, but the rut firearms season kills way too many younger bucks.Yes,
I am primarily a bowhunter but do enjoy firearms, but just take a look at our neighboring states
and their timing of the firearms season, | hunt in Ks, lowa, and Illinois and all run their seasons
after the peak of the rut.

I'm in favor of reducing firearm season length to 9 days. | also favor reducing antlerless portion
to 3 days. The season lasts way to long for those of us that want to pursue other outdoor
interests. | do not favor the use of crossbows for everyone and think 1 buck with the bow is
sufficient.

I hunted the last 2 days of gun season and there were very few other hunters. Will this actually
make a difference. If not, why make the change. | was not able to hunt many of the other days of
the season. | prefer not to quail hunt while gun season is on, therefore, if we had a huntable quail
population, I would oppose the extension of the youth portion. Urban zone changes do not
impact me. Crossbows may as well be allowed, though folks tell me they are as easy as using a
gun. | agree with archers being restricted to one antlered deer.
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The changes look like good, esp. crossbows during the archery portion. MDC has done a great
job managing deer in Missouri. Keep up the good work.

1 buck limit during archery season: | have a concern about this, however; my concern may not be
what you think. | am not quite sure | understand the purpose of the 1 buck limit in archery
season. It will "possibly" force hunters to pass small bucks in hopes of a bigger one, thus leading
to more mature herds. That | am OK with. However, it may also force hunters into shooting more
does, which I'm not necessarily in favor of. Currently in southeast Missouri you can shoot as
many does as you want with archery tackle. | would like this to be eliminated personally. I know
of hunters that shoot 6 or 7 deer a year. 1'm just not sure that is a great management technique
and | am afraid the 1 buck rules "may" cause more does to be harvested. Just wanted to share. If
your thoughts are opposite mine, please shoot me an email to explain the true reasoning behind 1
buck in archery season. Youth season: | LOVE the 2nd youth season moving to Friday after
Thanksgiving. Much better idea than January. Quite frankly, it’s better than the current
Halloween youth seasons we have had the past few years. Thanks, R.M.

In my opinion everything sounds good except for reducing the limit of antlered deer during the
archery season to 1. I myself am not strictly a trophy hunter, but in my opinion if you limit
antlered deer to one during archery season then the "trophy" hunters will hang it up for the
season once they have filled their antlered deer permit. I think most hunters that trophy hunt will
harvest does from time to time also. If your goal is to encourage doe harvest then keep the
hunters in the woods. | also believe that the number of hunters that do harvest two antlered deer
in a season is very low, so | do not think that it will have a great impact on the number of
antlered deer harvested.

Conservation area regs: | hunt on private ground near Indian trail conservation area in Dent
County. I'would LVOE to see this become BOWHUNTING ONLY. Is this a possibility? Who
will make that decision? I would love more info on this subject. Thanks, R.

Nonresidents need a draw. OTC rags promote leason of resident lands and reduce my
opportunity. NO CROSSBOWS. Move guns season to after Thanksgiving.

NO crossbows.

NO crossbows during the archery season.

Do not allow crosshows.

Crossbows are not archery!

I think that legalizing crossbows for archery will be a mistake. There are many people who
currently hunt deer with a rifle who do not bow hunt because it is challenging and they do not
want to spend the time and effort for the reward. By allowing a crossbow, you will see many
firearms deer hunters buying archery tags and getting into the sport as using a crossbow is much
easier than a long bow, recurve or even a compound. You say your goal is to limit deer harvest
by making many of the adjustments to the seasons as deer populations are down. By making
crossbows legal, you will increase the harvest of deer (AND SELL MORE TAGS). Meanwhile,
those of us who have been working hard to take deer with a bow for decades are going to have to
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give up our limit of two bucks so you can justify the number of increase kills from crossbow
hunting. 1 do not believe that the department is being honest about your motives to legalize
crossbows. It's about selling tags and getting more money. You don't care about the sport OR the
deer population. If you did, you would just cut out the doe season for one or two years and limit
gun hunters to one deer for one or two years. That would jump the deep population back up and
you know it! You are not fooling anyone.

Why are nonresident deer tags so cheap? Need money, increase nonresident tags.

I am surrounded by nonresidents who lease ground at stupid rates and shoot dinks. Go to a draw
and raise prices for nonresidents. Keep outfitters from pimping out our deer.

No crosshows.

Too many from other states hunting my old spots.

I am in favor of reducing the November portion to 9 days if it helps to increase the deer
population or keep it stable. The question | have is what time would be the early youth season be
it is usually the weekend before regular firearms season in Nov. If this change was in effect this
year: Youth season 10/31-11-01/ 2015 then youth late season Nov. 28th. Both would be in Nov.
In favor of reducing antlerless deer from 12 days to 3 days. Do not understand why there was
ever a Urban zone do away with it. I am 100% in favor of allowing a crossbow during archery
season for reason you stated and it will keep hunters in state instead of having to go out of state
to use crossbow. In favor of reducing antlerless deer taken during archery season.

Too many nonresidents. It’s my state, my deer.

Go to draw tags for nonresidents.

Nonresidents need to draw tags and pay more.

I do not hunt horns. I do however only take mature bucks. By moving the season back and out of
the rut will dramatically reduce the opportunity for many hunters like myself. In addition being
so close to Thanksgiving will reduce my hunting time. Since | do not archery hunt, youth hunt,
and only take one deer per year, | have no comment on those proposals.

Not a fan of allowing crossbows during archery season. Today's equipment is so advanced giving
considerable edge/opportunity with their use. I do gun hunt and appreciate that opportunity, |
grow weary, however, of all the extra gun seasons. Deer are under constant attack and pressure
essentially from the first of November thru the end of the year. Anyone wanting to use their bow
finds less opportunity as a result of all the guns seasons. As you note, | am seeing steady to
declining deer numbers and my expectation is that will continue. If you are concerned about that,
move the gun season back a week, like the old days, and have it over Thanksgiving. As you note,
biologically that is best for a successful breeding season. Lastly, the antler point restriction is
working. Very glad to see that applied and continued.

After reading about the 2016-2017 deer season changes, it looks like your on the right track. The
only thing I disagree with totally, is allowing crossbows in the archery season. When a hunter
shoulders a stock and squeezes a trigger it's not archery. Any way you look at it. It belongs in the
gun season. I'm from Ohio. And you’re wrong when you say it doesn’t make a difference in the
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deer harvest. Just look at the Ohio stats. When you allow crossguns in the archery season you
have gun hunters shooting deer in the archery season and it gets crowded. Bowhunting takes hard
work and dedication and practice. The idea that everyone should be able to do everything is
wrong. | have been bowhunting for 30 years and have seen the change first hand and it's not
going in the right direction. Please leave the bowhunting as is. It's quality bowhunting now.

I agree with the November portion being reduced, this has a minimal impact since many people
don't even hunt or venture out on the final two days of the season. Absolutely love the youth
portion shift to Thanksgiving weekend. I strongly dislike the adding of crossbows to bow season.
As a retired veteran I've had the opportunity to hunt in many states, one state Virginia
implemented the crossbow change while I was there. When you see deer in the woods with bolts
that haven't penetrated and will likely result in a slow painful death you would become
disgruntled about the crossbow too. It's not the weapon it's the hunters, many "gun™ hunters that
will buy them without understanding the complexity of arrow/broadhead balance, weapon
effective RANGE, kinetic energy and tracking a wounded animal. | guarantee there will be
MANY that will go to their local Wal-Mart buy the cheapest crossbow, arrow, broadhead
combination spend very little time shooting it the first year, let alone firing it much after that and
non-fatally wounding entirely too many deer. Not a fan and | hope the department keeps them in
the rifle season or for those that have disabilities and can't draw a bow. Our non-resident license
fees are too low for the quality of deer and deer hunting we have in this state. This, in my
opinion, is one reason we have a higher amount of non-resident hunters than our neighboring
states who have almost twice as high permit costs, this brings the floods of non-resident hunters
and leasers and has for years, and watching my county as | came back from the military go from
a county where you could ask a local landowner for permission to hunt and hunt in the 80's to not
being able to find any private ground without leasing for thousands of dollars after the turn of the
century. Hunting Texas in the early 90's exposed me to this dynamic that has since hit Kansas,
lowa, Illinois and now Missouri, a resident of this state has extreme difficulty finding private
ground to hunt and teach his children how to hunt, and state grounds are becoming more overrun
with non-resident hunters/campers during the best times of the hunting season and don't provide
a resident the ability to feel comfortable that it's a safe environment to teach a young hunter how
to enjoy the woods and harvest an animal. Raising fee's won't entirely fix this but we need to
level the playing field and make it as difficult to hunt Missouri as a non-resident as it is for us to
go to Illinois, lowa or Kansas and hunt.

I agree with all of the proposed changes except for the following: Allowing crossbows to be used
during archery. I do not agree with this change. Crossbows should only be used by those not
physically capable of pulling back a regular bow due to injury or old age. I also think the non-
resident permit price is too low. Out of state hunters continue to overtake many public and
private lands. Before long, a Missouri resident is not going to have a place to hunt in Mo.

| disagree with almost everything here. Youth season has become a joke, it’s an excuse for dads
to poach deer on their kids tag. 6 years old is very young to expect a kid to have the maturity and
understanding to kill an animal with any kind of respect and understanding, the last thing we
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need is more youth season. All this does is encourage the blood lust for antlers instead of
controlling deer population. Its already bad enough we give them the absolute best weekend for
hunting before rifle season. As far as limiting the number of bucks during archery and cutting
back on rifle season, this is also in bad taste. The low number of REPORTED deer at harvest is
due to some major poaching issues not a low deer count. The conservation needs to put more
effort in eliminating poached deer instead of limiting legal deer. One agent per county is a sad
attempt to keep up with poaching. Crossbows are gonna ruin archery season, with a crossbow
every sporting aspect, and skill gained with a bow is thrown out the window. It’s as easy as
shooting a gun and directly contradicts the issue on limiting deer kills and reducing hunting days.
The crossbow will undoubtedly become very popular for the people that don't have the patience
or respect for a bow and will result in a much larger bow season count. As a bow hunter | cherish
archery season because of the dedication it takes and time that must be put in for a decent deer.
The legalization of the crossbow will take this away from every bow hunter in the state. Bow
season was created s for the bow and bow only, A CROSSBOW IS NOT A BOW. (I do agree
with crossbows for those who are not able to use a bow).

I am opposed to crossbow hunting during archery season. In addition, I would like to see stricter
requirements for medical exceptions to the rules. | have seen and heard of too many undeserving
hunters being granted archery season, crossbow permits. | have seen the forms that an older
hunter completes each year to access a closed conservation areas by vehicle. It appears that
anyone willing to complete the form would be granted access. There is hunting available in these
areas without granting driving privileges to areas that other hunters walk into to avoid the vehicle
traffic.

First, I own over 1,200 acres in Missouri and have to pay nonresident fees even though | pay
property taxes on my property. I believe nonresident landowners should receive the same
benefits as resident landowners. Second, the rifle season should be moved back after the rut has
taken place as Kansas does there rifle season which would do more to produce bigger older
bucks than any other proposal I have read.

I am in favor of most of the changes. As an AVID archery hunter, who rarely rifle hunts
anymore, | would fervently request the department consider letting archers fill any unfilled any-
deer tag (buck tag) during the late season archery hunt after rifle season. Basically like our
muzzleloader season is set up now. If you don't fill your rifle buck tag during rifle season, you
can still fill it with a bow during late season. Please consider this. Secondly, the crossbows. I'm
not a total crossbow hater, but would prefer to keep them out of archery seasons. If it is being
used as a method to encourage children to hunt, or elderly, consider the following. Instead of
making it available to all, make it available for everyone under 15 years of age, and everyone
over 60 years of age, plus any one with a valid disability with a doctor's note. That will still
encourage participation by the young and the older, as well as still allow archers with medical
problems to participate as well. Please consider this as well. As the commission no doubt is
aware, crossbows are effective, but not as effective as YouTube and other social media would
have us believe. And | worry that someone with zero interest in archery will believe the hype that
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crossbows are 100 yard weapons (they are most certainly NOT), increasing the number of
wounded deer, and thereby possibly hurting hunter reputation among the non-hunting public.
Thank you for listening

As an avid deer hunter (with compound bow, centerfire, and muzzleloader) | do not have issues
with any of the proposed changes.

I'm a bowhunter. One reason I'm a bowhunter is because of the challenge it presents. There is
something to say about taking an animal with a bow. I believe with the popularity of the outdoor
market, the crossbow companies are pressuring MDC to allow their use, along with some people
that want it "easier"”. | completely understand that some people can't pull back a bow because of
disability but there is already a system in place for obtaining a permit with a doctor’s
recommendation. I am not for allowing crossbow use to just anybody. I like to bow hunt also
because there are fewer people in the woods than there is during rifle season. Crossbows would
bring more hunters into the woods. Here is my proposal to increase the number of bucks. I've
hunted in Northern Mo where there is an antler restriction and seen numerous large frame bucks;
in SE MO, not so much. The problem is, the abundance of public land in this area produces a
high concentration of hunters during rifle season. As a result, 1-2 year old bucks are slaughtered.
They just don't have the time to grow larger. My proposal would be to have a statewide antler
restriction during archery and firearm season but not for youth season. Leave bag limits and time
slots the same. But open up alternative season to rifles as well. This gives people plenty of time
to hunt, keeps the concentration of hunters down making for a more enjoyable hunt, and
increases the buck population. This whole proposal is obviously revenue driven. MDC wants to
limit the bag number as well as the time but wants to increase permit sales because of the use of
crossbows. None of it makes sense except for revenue. If, despite public input, this proposal
comes to fruition, 1 wish you would pay your employees more. They deserve more pay for fire
season alone.

I trust the Missouri Department of Conservation. It may have been started to provide more
opportunities for hunters but today it's a lot more, I think more needs to be done to educate the
public using media they are more likely to see than just the Departments website. | agree with
reducing the number of days for firearm season. | agree with allowing crossbows during archery
season. | agree with reducing the number of bucks to one during archery season, I think it should
also include the 4pt restriction, if it doesn't already. I'm not an archer. | would rather see the late
youth portion to be at the 'Christmas’ break rather than Thanksgiving. I only hunt on
Conservation areas and find that most of them are already too restrictive in regard to only being
able to harvest one deer during firearms season. | think that non-resident cost should equal the
cost imposed by surrounding states for non-resident or exclude them completely if they're from a
state that does the same. I'm unsure of my feelings about landowner privileges as | don't own
land nor am | willing to pay the outrageous cost being charged to lease property. As far as urban
hunting, | thought it was restricted to archery only, but regardless of the past outcomes I think it
should be retained. If it's true that the deer population is lower than desired, most probably
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because of the recent hemorrhagic diseases rather than hunting pressure, reducing the number of
days of the antlerless is acceptable.

I'm a bowhunter. One reason I'm a bowhunter is because of the challenge it presents. There is
something to say about taking an animal with a bow. I believe with the popularity of the outdoor
market, the crossbow companies are pressuring MDC to allow their use, along with some people
that want it "easier"”. | completely understand that some people can't pull back a bow because of
disability but there is already a system in place for obtaining a permit with a doctor’s
recommendation. | am not for allowing crossbow use to just anybody. I like to bow hunt also
because there are fewer people in the woods than there is during rifle season. Crossbows would
bring more hunters into the woods. Here is my proposal to increase the number of bucks. I've
hunted in Northern MO where there is an antler restriction and seen numerous large frame bucks;
in SE MO, not so much. The problem is, the abundance of public land in this area produces a
high concentration of hunters during rifle season. As a result, 1-2 year old bucks are slaughtered.
They just don't have the time to grow larger. My proposal would be to have a statewide antler
restriction during archery and firearm season but not for youth season. Leave bag limits and time
slots the same. But open up alternative season to rifles as well. This gives people plenty of time
to hunt, keeps the concentration of hunters down making for a more enjoyable hunt, and
increases the buck population. This whole proposal is obviously revenue driven. MDC wants to
limit the bag number as well as the time but wants to increase permit sales because of the use of
crossbows. None of it makes sense except for revenue. If, despite public input, this proposal
comes to fruition, I wish you would pay your employees more. They deserve more pay for fire
season alone.

I read the proposed changes about the deer season and | support them all 100%.

The only proposal that I have a real problem with is allowing crossbows as a legal method during
the archery season. Crossbow use should be reserved for hunters who aren't able to use a regular
bow due to an injury or disability. We already have the advantage of new technology on
compound bows that make them super-fast/accurate. Crossbows would put the odds even more
in a hunters favor and would take more of the sport out of "archery"” hunting than we already
have with our fancy compound bows. | like the idea of one buck with an archery tag and 1 also
think that it would be a good idea to implement the antler point restriction state wide to increase
our odds for trophy whitetails in Mo.

I think MDC is on to something great here with these proposed changes. | have been hunting for
14 years, the last four primarily a bowhunter though. Crossbows should be allowed. Personally,
it will give more people like my mother for instance, more hunting opportunities. She can't pull a
bow very safely, and would prefer a crossbow. Plus, the older generation, who is very important
also, it would allow them to continue their bow hunting through their golden years. | LOVE the
idea of going to a one buck bag limit during archery season. It gives more chances for the bucks
to reach that older age class and will make hunters more selective at their buck of harvest. | am
from Kansas, and still hunt there every year. They are a one buck state, except that’s for all 3
seasons (gun, muzzleloader, bow) Their age class is much better than Missouri's. | also
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understand Mo has more hunters, and a bigger deer herd, but the herd is not as strong as it has
been in recent years, and with all the gun hunters, and the growing bow crowd, the herd won't
outgrow the carrying capacity that most farms and areas in Missouri are capable of holding.
lowa, Ohio, Kansas, and Kentucky I believe, are all one buck states. Look at the mature bucks
they pump out year after year, while still keeping numbers in check and hunters happy. Make it a
one buck state with bow PLEASE! The 3 day proposed doe season, may be a little short. But,
then again, it would help the population rebound more. I'd prefer maybe a 5 day season, for a few
folks who say can't get out to hunt during the 3 days that's proposed. The gun season, is what
hurts Mo the most. Placing it in the rut is good for gun hunters, but does not protect the majority
of bucks. Even with the APR in place, it doesn't protect say a 2 1/2 year old 8 point who still has
a lot of potential. To my knowledge, wasn't APR put into place to protect the younger bucks
from being harvested? It's still a good rule, but it doesn't really help the younger bucks with 8+
points. If I could choose a gun season date, I'd place it from November 20-29th. That would help
the age class in Missouri dramatically. At first, it may turn away some non resident hunters, and
upset a few resident hunters, but within 2-3 years of this, they would be more inclined to hunt
simply because of the number of older larger bucks, which is a lot of what hunters are chasing
now, those Missouri monarchs. Expanding the late youth portion, I think would be sufficient.
Nothing wrong with that to my knowledge. Removing the urban portions, may have a reverse
effect though. That sounds like a bad idea, as the herd will grow rapidly in the areas, potentially
causing more traffic accidents, and a lot of unhappy citizens. Plus, there actually is some really
good hunting in certain urban zones! | watched a 150 class buck all summer in 2014, within the
city limits of Fulton. I'm not sure if the urban portion, would eliminate ALL the hunting in ALL
the towns in Missouri, or if that’s just for like the St.Louis/ Kansas City areas. | think 225$ for a
nonresident tag, is actually a little low. Its good compared to KS and lowa's prices, but Mo is a
great state to hunt. | think that could be increased some, to say 275 or 300$. It still would draw
interest from nonresidents, while generating a little more revenue for MDC. Keep up the good
work MDC, and thank you for letting me voice my opinion. I'm thankful for all you guys do, and
for making Missouri a great place to hunt, and with a few tweaks, this could be a top 4 state in
the nation easy for whitetail hunting.

9 days of regular rifle season is plenty. I'd like to see a doe season between 5&9 days in length.
I'm all for crossbows and one archery buck. | agree that the urban portion is ineffective. I'm not
sure that a second youth season is really necessary if parents would put their kids enjoyment first
and take them during regular and antlerless season.

If the agency believes that the proposed changes to season length and weapon use are best for the
herd, then make them as such. I trust the agencies judgement. | love the long seasons, but if we
need to lower the pressure, we should. The deer numbers in Howard Co. SW of Higbee appear
down. And to any who oppose crossbows, | say the modern compound IS an upright crossbow (I
use a recurve). Thank you for considering such feedback.

First, you should add a "MDC Email™ option about how you heard about the changes. | received
the email and read through the information it contained. Second, | am generally in favor of all of
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the proposed changes mentioned above. | feel the deer population has rebounded somewhat on
our farm and surrounding area, north central Howard County, from three years ago. Parts of the
changes above | am not in favor of are allowing crossbows during archery season. | am 56 years
old and still love to archery hunt with conventional equipment. Leave the crossbow requirement
as is. There was no mention of the alternative methods season so | assume it stays the same. One
of the things I would love to see is more mature, five year old, deer. Why not move the rifle
season to the first week of December? That is what our neighbor Kansas does. It would allow
more of the bucks that get shot as two and three year olds to have a chance to mature to their full
potential.

| agree with the proposed changes to the 2016 - 2017 season However | think that the MDC
should allow hunters to enter more than one managed hunt allowing a secondary choice if not
drawn on their first primary choice and/or expand the number of managed hunts to help hunters
with less opportunities have more of a chance of being drawn for a managed hunt.

I wholeheartedly agree with all the changes. Wish they could be implemented for 2015! Our
property is right in the middle of a high pressure hunting area (lots of land around us is rented to
hunters, and we are near government land that gets hunted a lot) and, over the past 5 years, we
have seen significant decrease in the number of deer on our land. Time was, | could take a walk
any day of the week through our woods and see at least 6-7 dear within a couple of hours. Now,
I'm lucky if | see one in a week of walking.

| absolutely love the idea of allowing crossbows during archery season. The one proposal I'm not
convinced on is the 1 archery antlered deer. The rationale that hunters may pass on smaller bucks
because they don't have a second tag is overlooking that many more antlered deer are taken
during rifle season. | believe those smaller bucks will just be taken near the end of rifle season
when hunters with an Any Deer tag are left looking to put meat in the freezer.

I am not in favor of changing the length of the regular firearms season. It is nice to have two full
weekends to hunt in the event of cold/rainy/snowy conditions that shut down deer movement. |
don't want to feel like I have to sit out in the rain/snow/bitter cold because I've got less days to
hunt. Having 12 days in the season to sit out the bad weather days inside is a big benefit to me.

I have no problem with MDC moving the youth season and adding one day to the season. |
would prefer to have two full weekends to hunt antlerless deer. Having two weekends gives me
flexibility in the event | have family in town or Christmas parties to attend or bad weather. I'm
good with 9 days or 2 full weekends to hunt antlerless. No problem on eliminating the urban
zone portion for me. No problem on your proposed changes to the fall archery deer and turkey
season.

I am in favor of all the proposed changes except the one to allow crossbows for all hunters
during archery season.

I agree with most of the proposed changes. I like the firearms proposed changes, and | agree with
the inclusion of crossbows in archery season. | would like to see the one buck rule for archery be
amended to 2 bucks from any method. I primarily only Archery hunt and would like to still be
able to kill two bucks. Sometimes with my military commitment | am not able to hunt gun
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season and therefore 1 would not be afforded the same opportunity as other hunters to take two
bucks. I still feel the need to remove all antler point restrictions. I am in the military and my time
to hunt is limited. | hate the fact that | can’t put meat in the freezer when the only deer | see on a
weekend | am allowed to hunt is an "illegal™ buck. He would taste just as good as any other deer,
and if I want to put one of my limited buck tags on such a deer to fill my freezer that should be
my choice. It is so frustrating it almost make me want to stop paying money to hunt in Missouri.

Yes to all. Really like crossbow change for bow season.

I agree with all changes except to let crossbows to use during Archery season. It should be more
of a challenge. I like the rest. Let’s get the deer bigger. Let the bucks grow. It's time to give back.
I have a farm in NE Mo. | love mother nature.

I do not like the idea of allowing crossbows to be used during the archery portion. This will
likely increase harvest numbers and many counties are already losing numbers of deer. It will
also increase hunting pressure on deer and that may have a negative impact on the firearms
portion of the season.

I believe it is time to make the Fall gun season on deer 9 days long. Change the youth season the
way you have stated. One buck deer is sufficient during archery season. We don't need
crossbows in archery season, unless it is an urban area where deer are a problem, then issue
crossbow tags, to competent hunters, thru a conservation agent.

I will welcome the use of crossbows during archery season. It will help older, and younger
people to enjoy the hunting season.

I am for all of the proposed changes that you are considering. I think we need a few more deer
and this would be a good place to start. I think you are doing a good job overall of managing our
deer herd. Thank you.

I agree with all proposed changes except one. Which is reducing the amount of antlered deer
taken with archery from 2 to 1. Here is my opinion and idea. For the hunters that take time and
money in building and managing a wildlife habitat for the sole purpose of enjoying and pursuing
deer throughout the entire season, reducing to 1 deer will take enjoyment and experiences away.
Not only do we pursue deer to hunt but to also experience the change in hunting strategy
throughout the entire archery season. Hunting tactics change dramatically throughout the 4
months of archery, and by limiting hunters to only one antlered deer takes away from those
experiences. So, here is my idea. Sell two any deer archery permits. The first is valid from Sep
15th to the day before the firearms season. The second, valid from the day after firearms season
to Jan 15th. This will benefit both Hunters and The MDC in each of their goals. For the hunters
who harvest a buck before gun, they still have the opportunity to hunt afterward. For those that
don't get a buck, they still have their late season tag. This is my idea to keep all hunters including
myself happy as well as maintaining the said goal from the MDC. | hope this was read and
considered, for hunting is not just a sport or hobby, to many it's a way of life. Thank you and
God Bless.
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| agree with the changes you are making. | am glad the rifle season did not move, and do not
mind it going shorter. All the other changes being made and put forward seem to be for the best
of everyone. | remember when | was a kid, not seeing deer, or only does and at that time, you
could not shoot a doe. So I think you have done a great job and things are so much better now. |
still own land in Mo, and my relatives and parents live in Mo, so | come up to hunt every year,
the cost an out of state permit along with all other cost's is kind of tough for me. Since | own
land and pay taxes, it would be nice to get a break.

1. Ok to reduce season to 9 days. 2. Not in favor of changing or expanding youth seasons. In fact
don't like them at all! 3. Ok w/3 day antlerless season. 4. Ok with eliminating urban zone, but
wonder about deer control. 5. Very in favor of making crossbows legal in all seasons. 6. Ok with
1 antlered deer per archery season, really OK with 1 total for the year. 7. Ok with simplifying
Cons. Area Regs. but not eliminating firearms. It is my feeling that the cost of out-of-state
licenses discourages my family and friends in hunting with me. It should be lowered,
particularly on private lands. | do enjoy receiving news from MDC on my email.

I am opposed to allowing the crossbow to be used by the general bowhunting population. I have
no opposition to the use of the crossbow during the archery season if the participant has some
physical condition that eliminates their usage of a typical compound, recurve, or longbow.
Archers enjoy a long deer season due to the limitations of the bow's effective range as a hunting
weapon and requires the archer to have the dedication to be able to employ the bow effectively.
The crossbow would not require that dedication and could end up restricting the season lengths
archers have enjoyed. On the reducing the bowhunters buck take from 2 to 1: Having archers
take 2 bucks instead of one has no effect on the deer population. It also has no effect on the
population of mature bucks. Restricting the buck deer take by antler restrictions is directly
effective in providing more mature bucks.

Eliminate the Mo Dept of Conservation permanently. You cost too much, the salaries of
employees are too high and your ideas are CRAP! There are too many d--n deer running around
into this state's highways and cities running into cars causing expensive damage and killing
motorists. If you are going to spend any money, spend it on high deer fences to protect motorists
from the d--n deer. We don't care about your d--n deer. Your programs and regulations on
poisonous snakes and mountain lions are crap too! 1 say kill all of these dangers (poisonous
snakes, cougars) to the Missouri residents. You people live in la la land.

I am in favor of the November portion to be nine days. Leave the youth portion as is. | thought it
was for kids getting a rifle for xmas. Antlerless firearms, | am for three days, or eliminate it
completely. I could go either way for urban zones. | am NOT in favor of crossbows for archery
season. | am NOT in favor of changing from two to one in the archery season.

I am not in favor of shortening the antlerless season or the antlered season. As a person that does
not always a normal work week, I would run the possibility of missing an entire season of
hunting. 1 would be more in favor of the different seasons staying as they are, but restricting the
number of deer that can be harvested. | am in favor of the late youth season, being moved up and
extended, as this would give youth a chance to hut the rut. I would like to see Missouri, go to a
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system for out of state hunters, that makes it harder for them to hunt Missouri. If we decreased
the number of deer taken by in state residents and made it harder for out of state hunters to
harvest deer. Then we would see older and more mature deer, start to grow in the state.

Dear MDC, Thank you for keeping Missouri's hunters appraised of the proposed regulation
changes for 2015-16. | have been following the departments public notices for the past few
years, and would like to thank you for all the hard work that you do. | appreciate the opportunity
to comment on a few of the proposed regulation changes. First, | support the move to a single
antlered tag during archery season. It should reduce overall buck harvest, and hopefully make
archery hunters more selective. While 1 do believe reducing the firearms season to 9 days is a
step in the right direction, the main detriment to our deer herds age structure is the timing of our
gun season. 2-3 year old bucks (and all bucks in general) are so vulnerable during our gun season
(which falls in the peak of the rut), that this is the most significant limiting factor hindering an
older age structure in Missouri. It's the main difference between states like Ohio/lowa, and
Missouri. | sincerely believe the MDC was on the right track with last year’s proposal to push
our gun season back a few days, to Thanksgiving week. I believe this would have a much more
profound effect on improving the age structure of the herd, and the quality of the hunting overall.
If youth and elderly hunter recruitment and retention can be benefitted by the use of crossbows,
it would seem appropriate to allow hunters under 18 and over 60 (or hunters with medical need)
the use of crossbows during archery season. Personally, | do not view a crossbow as a bow (no
need to draw, hold draw weight etc), and do not see the need to include them for use by the
general public in the archery season. But | see no harm in allowing youth, seniors, or those with
medical need access to crossbows during archery season. Thank you for all the work the
department does, and for allowing public input such as this. Sincerely, N.B.

I am fine with most of the proposed changes, but | do have concerns with a couple of them.

First, I don't support opening archery season for crossbows. | believe if you are elderly or have a
disability I fully support it. If we're trying to manage for bigger bucks, and less bucks killed
during archery season this is not the answer. | am not against allowing only one buck killed
during archery season, however | feel that a point restriction statewide would have a better result.
Although it's not on this list, another element that would help buck management would be to
move the youth firearms portion two weeks earlier. The youth are in prime pre-rut conditions,
and a lot of bucks are killed. I am happy for the youth, but |1 am also concerned if they truly
appreciate their trophy. | know there were concerns having it Halloween weekend, that's why |
would suggest the weekend before. 1 would not be against moving the November firearms
portion back a week to allow more dominate bucks breed does. | know I've through a couple of
topics that aren't on this list, but | wanted to share my concerns on buck management. Thanks
for giving us a change to provide feedback.

| agree with shortening the 11 day firearm season from 11 days to 9 days. | believe the youth
portion should stay at 2 day only per youth hunt. | believe the antlerless portion should be
reduced to 3 days and eliminate the urban hunt. I VERY strongly believe crossbows should NOT
be allowed during archery season. I archery hunt in an urban area & feel crossbow usage would
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be dangerous in those areas. Will there be any special regulations dealing with those areas?
I believe 1 antlered deer in archery season is a good idea.

Eliminate the antlerless season and move alternative methods to week before Christmas. We like
to muzzleloader hunt and the week of Christmas really puts a damper on hunting time. Hunters
can take does anytime during gun or alternative.

Crossbows belong in rifle season only - ok to reduce deer harvest from 2 to 1.

| agree with your proposed change after reading your rational. However, | am one of the
residents who benefited from longer seasons, not to get more hunting time in but to get to hunt at
all because of my job. The longer season gave me more of a window of time to fit my one or two
days of deer hunting in. I have to fit hunting to my work schedule. There are a lot of us with this
issue. Thank you for all your hard work. =J.A. in Republic, Mo.

I am in complete favor of all the proposed changes. GREAT JOB MDC for listening to
everyone's concerns and developing a plan that suits everybody. Of all the changes, | and many |
speak with are most in favor of allowing crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer
and turkey season. Additionally, | have been a huge proponent of allowing baiting only within
urban zones during archery season to allow for a closer more lethal shot to save hunters from
having to trek across sometimes multiple neighboring properties to recover a deer. Thanks again
for hearing everyone's thoughts and ideas and putting together a realistic plan that pleases
everybody.

I think all changes need to be made using scientific study and the consideration of what is best to
preserve and grow the state’s deer herd.

I generally go along with any changes the MDC recommends because you have done an
outstanding job with game management in Missouri. | support reducing the firearms season to 9
days, reducing the antlerless to 3 days, eliminating the urban portion, and reducing the archery
limit to one. However, | have a major objection with taking trophy opportunities away from the
avid adult hunter and handing them to the youth. I strongly opposed moving the first youth
season to the first week in November. This is the best archery weekend of the year. This season
should be fixed to the weekend before Halloween. | STRONGLY OPPOSE moving the 2nd
season to the start of the second rut and expanding it to 3 days. Leave it as is, in January. | really
do not understand or ACCEPT the MDC's infatuation with continuing to create easier
opportunities for hunters under 15 years old to get a trophy buck. Many of those hunters are
under 12, many not even capable of holding a gun on their own. et they come in one weekend a
year, kill a nice buck, and think there is nothing to hunting. I strongly suggest that your obsession
with attracting young hunters is actually having a negative impact on the sport. These kids are
checking the trophy buck box at such a young age that they will not be long term hunters, they
will move on to something else. You are playing right in to the easy and fast culture we continue
to create for youth. I was not allowed to hunt on my own until I was 13 and that was a squirrel
hunt. My first hunt at 9 was to walk along and carry the squirrels my uncle shot. I still remember
all of the details of that day. | was hooked right then. The biggest buck I have ever killed was last
year at age 62 in Texas, 151 gross, on a public lands archery hunt. My point is these kids
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absolutely do not need to kill a trophy when they are barely able to hold a gun. They really have
no way of appreciating or respecting what they are being allowed to do. If you feel the need to
give the kids more chances, then make all of the youth seasons antlerless only or change the
dates out of the first and second rut as | have suggested. If a youth is not happy with a doe, then
they are not being taught the proper ethics of hunting. You are making a mistake with
increasingly making it so easy for them to take a trophy. A little bit about myself so you don't
think 1 am a disgruntled old hunter. At am 63 and have loved hunting all my life. | buy Missouri
deer and turkeys tags every year, even the years as a non-resident when I lived in Texas. | am a
member of the Pope & Young Club and the NRA. | am a Missouri landowner. My uncle was my
hunting mentor. My dad didn't hunt, but supported it and loved being in camp with us. I have two
children. I exposed them to hunting and the outdoors at an early age. Both love the outdoors,
love to fish, to float, to camp, but they never got the urge to pursue and harvest game on their
own. They support guns and hunting, and | can absolutely assure you that pushing them to shoot
a trophy at age 6 would not have changed this basic instinct. You are heading down the wrong
path with youth season at the expense of the hunting population that pays your bills. You are
forcing kids into the adult world way too early.

I think your changes will help. Saw fewer deer this year.

timing of firearms season is ok , youth late season is perfect, no comment on the antlerless
portion or urban zones, NO to allowing crossbows as legal should remain as is, only yes to
archery antlered if crossbows are legalized because they are more lethal. crossbows are not
archery but firearm that shoots a bolt, if it was archery equipment the archery industry would call
its projectile an arrow.

I support the change to expand the late youth portion to 3-days beginning the first Friday after
Thanksgiving

Firearms season changes: I’m fine with shortening the November portion to 9 days, but disagree
with maintaining the current timing. | would like to see it moved to the first week of December
to get it out of the rut. I hunt with both firearms and archery equipment, so I'm not just saying
this because | want to bow hunt during the rut. I am fine with the changes to the youth portion.

I agree with the changes to the antlerless season. No opinion on the urban zone changes.
Archery season changes: | agree with allowing crossbows and with only allowing 1 antlered
deer. Conservation area regulations: | mostly hunt private ground, but will occasionally hunt
public. I agree with these changes.

I am 100% for these changes. Esp. the use of a crossbow during archery season. | think you’re
doing a great job! Keep up the good work.

As a nonresident hunter, Missouri landowner and sensitive conservationist, | applaud the changes
proposed by MDC. My family owns land in Clinton County and have observed the recent
decline in deer populations over the last decade. We would welcome a shorter rifle season and
even entertain the possibility of moving in to the latter stages of the rut. Reducing the doe Kill
will naturally help the population rebound but doing this without also reducing total buck Kills
will continue to move the buck;doe ratio in the wrong direction. Limiting the bow hunter to a
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single buck is an improvement here but | would favor the consideration of allowing only one
buck per hunter regardless of weapon as some of your neighboring states have done. As of the
crossbow issue, | think it merits consideration but is not remotely in the spirit of the changes
needed by the current deer population. I believe that the crossbow conversation should be tabled
while trying to measure the successes of implementing new rules to boost healthy deer
populations. Lastly as an interest conflicted, non-resident permit buying hunter I would love to
see landowners treated as residents. Regardless though, I'll buy my permit as long as | can put in
my two cents!

1- 1 agree with reducing the length of the Nov. firearms season and the antlerless season. 2- | do
not agree with moving the late youth season to Thanksgiving weekend, people are very busy and
even traveling this weekend due of the holiday, and I think the first weekend in Jan. is a better
time to hunt because the deer are much more active, the weather conditions really are not a
problem because | think most youths hunt from blinds or shooting houses anyway, most schools
are closed for Xmas break so Friday could be added here as well. 3- I am ok with crossbows for
a weapon but I believe the use of them for the entire regular archery season will add significantly
to the total harvest and not help build the herd back up. 4- I do not agree with limiting archers to
only 1 antlered deer, | am a very avid archery hunter who was lucky enough to harvest a mature
buck in early Nov. in 2014, | then spent some very enjoyable time bowhunting the late season. |
just cannot imagine this change making any noticeable difference in the overall herd.

I am appalled that there is a proposed change to limit the number of bucks taken with bow from
2to 1. If MDC really wants to see more bucks, and more mature bucks for that matter, move the
firearms season out of the rut altogether and make the 4 point on one side restriction state-wide.
Moving the firearms season out of the rut would be rather unpopular with a lot of people, but
perhaps the allowance of the crossbow during bow season would compensate for that.

I think all of these proposed regulation changes are excellent. However, | would like to add one
additional change: An “Old-Geezer Hunt". Special hunting weekend for anyone over the age of
70 with rules similar to the "Youth Hunt"! Regards, J.W., Washington, Mo.

Overall | like the changes but would like to be able to use an open rifle tag to tag a late season
buck shot with a bow if I already filled my regular bow tag. No to crossbows during bow season.
I do however still strongly disagree with the Nonresident Landowner discounted tags being taken
away a few year back. Nonresident landowners that owned land at the time should have been
grandfathered in. | believe the overall economy in rural areas is missing out on revenue from
Nonresident landowners. | would turkey hunt, archery hunt, and rifle hunt every year if | had
landowner tags which would mean that much more $ spent in Mo. each season. As it is now,
more often than not, I only hunt one season so | spend far less time in Mo. than | would
otherwise.

I like the crossbows being allowed I think that will extend the archery season for us older people
as for the seasons being shortened that is fine by me youth season after Thanksgiving great idea
1 buck for archery season is plenty.
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There is no reason to cut down on buck tags for bow hunters but yet think about letting
crossbows become a legal method! This will do nothing but increase the percentage of deer taken
with a bow, in which you say has risen to 19% since the year 2000. Archery season is not the
problem. Move rifle season out of the middle of the rut, like our wise neighbors to the north and
you solve the problem. Deer numbers will increase and you will see an increased number of
bucks because it’s not in the rut.

I would like to comment on the purposed changes. I think you hit the nail on the head with all of
it except the crossbow and the limit to only one antlered deer during bow season and the price for
nonresident deer permits. Why not let the youth up to 16 years of age use a crossbow and let
anyone over the age of 60 use a crossbow. (seems fair to Me.) There are very few hunters who
bag a second antlered deer after the gun season. So why take away from the few that can do it?
On the non-resident deer permits, they should be reciprocating per state. | go to lowa every other
year and pay up to 600.00 for a tag, if they come here they should have to do the same. Maybe
then their state will lower the price per tag!

I have always believed that as compound bows and now crossbows are coming into play that
hunter orange rules should be the same for bows as it is for firearms. The killing range and now
the ability to fire quickly with a crossbow give me grave concern. | have experienced two near
misses during firearm season over the years and | firmly believe with the added draw of
crossbows being allowed the woods will be more highly populated with hunters.

Yes to allowing use of crossbow.

I have read the proposed changes and agree with them. I especially support the elimination of the
urban zones portion and reducing the antlerless season to three days. | feel these are good
changes for two important reasons. 1.The deer herd is more in control in many areas of the state
and below desired levels in some areas. 2.The deer firearms hunting was beginning to interfere
with many other hunting sports. Reducing the dates will eliminate the number of people deer
hunting in areas and free up weekends for game such as, rabbit, quail and archery.

I really think you should consider moving gun season back one week. By moving it back one
week, most people would only burn 3 days’ vacation instead of 5 and most bucks will have
already bred the first round of does. | really think crossbows should be limited to kids under 16,
greater than 60 and handicap. Otherwise people can use them during gun season or alternative
season. As far as youth season is concerned, most kids are still on Christmas break the weekend
following New year’s. Also, there are a lot of kids that get a rifle for Christmas. This gives them
a chance to use it right away. If you move it up to Thanksgiving, the deer haven't had a chance to
settle down after the regular gun season. I really think you should consider a state wide antlerless
3 day season in Oct. instead of a urban portion, then most people will spend time in Nov. hunting
for that buck. Are there really that many bow hunters that shoot there second buck. I know | am a
picky hunter and | have never killed both my bucks. I would have to look back to even see when
the last buck I even killed with a bow.
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I think what has been proposed is a very good idea. The past few years has been terrible for my
family that hunt with me. I’m glad the proposed change in using a crossbow since I’m unable to
hunt with my bow now.

Do not reduce regular season to 9 days. Leave it as is. Second youth season is good idea. Start
antlerless season of new youth season. Leave length the same as it was this year. No comment on
Urban Zones. Do not change limit on Archery season. Leave the limit the same as last year. Yes,
allow crossbows during Archery season. Do not hunt Conservation areas.

I'm an avid bow hunter. Deer numbers are down now due to disease, predation, and hunting
pressure. | would be fine with limiting the number of antlered deer to one but absolutely against
allowing crossbows during archery season. The bow hunting industry, enjoys getting out into the
woods without all the pressure of tons of other hunters, atvs driving around, and trespassers. It's a
time to relax and do some serious all day hunts. If you allow crossbows, the sheer number of
hunters in the woods during bow season will sky rocket and the number of deer killed/wounded
will go through the roof. | score at different events for Boone and Crockett and talk to a lot of
people about this and they agree. What | don't understand is if lowa is the number 1 deer state in
the nation and all deer hunters applaud the DNR for the way they setup the deer regulations and
seasons, why not follow their lead? It's already proven. Kansas even got onboard and they are
killing more and bigger bucks than Missouri will ever see unless the seasons change. Move the
gun season back one week would make a huge difference. It's a matter of making a healthier,
stronger deer herd with more disease tolerance. Most gun hunters and the hunters that want
crossbows allowed are not your true dedicated hunters. They are the hunters that spend one or
two weekends our stomping around looking for any shot opportunity. I've spoken with several
guys who have waivers for crossbows currently and they have nothing wrong with them but their
doc wrote them a waiver to use a crossbow just because they said it was much easier to kill a
deer than with a regular bow.

I really like the archery season changes and like the rifle season changes, everything look good!
The only thing I don't like and is not on there is youth early season is before rifle season because
dads are taking their kids and out and shooting big bucks on their kids tags and putting deer on
alert before season.

I somewhat agree on all changes EXCEPT the use of crossbows during archery season unless
there is a handicap or medical condition preventing the ability to use a bow. The use of
crossbows would greatly increase the amount of deer harvested during archery season. The use
of crossbows seems counteractive to increasing deer population.

I would like to see the antler-point restriction statewide for adults. Youth should be allowed to
hunt anything. I am also in favor of allowing the use of feeders. To keep deer around were you
hunt. | hunt in small acres fields. It’s hard to keep deer there daily. | have seen several small
bucks all year long that I let grow to see them shot the next day. | support the current regulation
of not allowing crossbows during archery season. |1 am in favor of allowing crossbows for
medical reason with two doctor approvals. Or a age reason under12 and over 60. | would like
limiting the number of bucks and does a hunter can harvest. It would be a good way for hunters
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to have a better opportunity to harvest an older age class buck. Maybe if you kill a buck during
archery you cannot kill another till after gun season even if you have a rifle tag. No unlimited
doe permits.

Seriously doubt any of these will change the Missouri deer herd population/health, etc - It really
just sounds like you guys just did not work on Thanksgiving. (i.e. sounds much more like a MDC
payroll thing). And why Missouri is not one of the finest pheasant hunting states in the nation
escapes me. Please call your buddies in South Dakota and asked them how they do it, as we have
as good a habitat (if not better) then they do.

I get emails from MDC and that is how | heard of the proposed changes. Comments on changes.
Agree with changing "November portion™ to 9 days. Most hunters work or are in school so those
last 2 days, so this would not have much effect on hunters plans. However, my opinion is that
reducing by these 2 days would not impact the harvest as hunters will likely hunt slightly more
during the previous week, if they cannot hunt those last 2 days. Disagree with moving the
antlerless season to Dec. Can we assume that the regulations set for 2014 did not work to reduce
the doe harvest? How about reducing it to 3 days to coincide with the youth hunt? Allow the
youth to take bucks or doe during that period. This would allow the parent to hunt at the same
time and motivate the parent to take the youth hunting with. Pushing the antlerless only season to
Dec resembles the late alternate methods season where we are hunting the winter herds. Also, if
it is pushed to Dec, it will likely stay there. What was the point of the late youth hunt? If it is to
reduce the doe herd and we don't want to do that right now, just eliminate it and the youth can
hunt does and bucks during the antlerless only period with their parent, after the main hunt. Early
January is a miserable, cold time to hunt (usually). Why eliminate the urban zones hunts? Agree
with other proposed changes.

I think these are some good ideas.

First off, thank you for all you do in helping to conserve Missouri's natural resources and beauty.
I think the majority of the proposals for the 2016-17 season are a step in the right direction in
putting Missouri back in the conversation with lowa, Illinois and Kansas as big buck capitals. I
know in my town of Princeton, Mo we get a lot of out-of-state hunters who fill up the town
during firearm season because of the low cost of non-resident tags. Great for the economy, but
the immature deer they continue to take and at high numbers seems to take its toll. I would love
to see the price increase slightly to be in the ballpark of lowa (over $500) and Illinois (over
$300). A given decrease in long-term revenue, but the benefits realized to the deer herd would be
noticeable. As an avid bowhunter, | am happy with decreasing firearm days while at same time
giving youth hunters a better opportunity with renewed dates. This will help establish a larger,
more mature herd (possibly a big enough step to not have to eliminate the reduction of antlered
deer during bow season). The concern | have is mainly with crossbows. | have noticed many
veteran and enthusiast hunters, including myself, don't recognize the crossbow as any kind of
equivalent to a true bow. | feel putting the crossbow on a level playing field will instill in our
youth to take the easier route of being able to harvest deer. We may see less youth involved in
bow competitions, bow-tuning hobbies, and possibly less appreciation for our wildlife as
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crossbow hunting usually equates to easier Kills. I strongly feel crossbows should be left for only
those with disabilities or other valid reasoning. Thank You!

I agree with the youth season extension from 2 to 3. But not moving the days. people get mad
because youth Kill big deer before they get to hunt firearm. NO to crossbows unless you have
medical reason. | love bow hunting and people just want an easier way.

I do not believe Missouri should allow the use of crossbows during archery season. Although
crossbows are not as accurate or as far reaching as a high powered rifle, they are still too much
like a gun. I like archery hunting because there isn't as many people doing it, and I believe that
opening it up to crossbows would crowd the archery only areas and destroy the deer population. |
do not believe that it is a way to get more people into archery. I do not even consider a crossbow
to be in the same category as a compound or recurve bow. A crossbow is shot just like a gun and
a bow is not.

| appreciate your proposal to allow crossbows during archery season. | have a medical
exemption, but would still be more comfortable knowing that I don't have to have all of the extra
paperwork to be able to hunt. | don't however approve of the antler point restriction for everyone.
I believe that if you are going to let youth hunters take a deer with less than 4 points on a side
you should also make it where senior citizens like myself could fill their tag with whatever kind
of buck that pleases them. | am just as proud of a spike as a 10 point buck and since the antler
point restriction I'm having a hard time filling my tag. | don't have the time or ability to spend a
lot of time afield anymore so would appreciate if you would consider my proposal. The rifle
season should remain where it is. | love hunting with my gun during the rut. The antlerless
portion should have been reduced years ago. So | agree. Maybe do the doe tags as a lottery like it
used to be years ago. My problem with the department is that I think a lot of the rules makes it
harder for an older person with limited income to be able to hunt deer and enjoy the outdoors
because there are so many rules. I'm talking about the antler point restrictions again. This is put
in place so that there are bigger and older deer. | understand. The bottom line is that the
department wants to make the extra revenue from out of state tags drawn here by the thought of
killing the "Missouri Monarch”. It used to be fun to go hunting. Now you have to worry that the
deer you shot might not be big enough. I could go on and on.

I agree with most of the changes proposed with a couple of exceptions. | am a bowhunter and |
typically use a compound bow. | do have a recurve, but not confident enough yet. A compound is
a huge advantage over a recurve due to the fact it can be drawn and held for a fairly long time
compared to a recurve/long bow. If someone wants to bowhunt, then that's what they need to use.
If your reason is to get younger people in the sport, they should be willing to try and bowhunt. A
cross bow is almost a gun. Especially when they are decked out with scopes. As for older folks
staying in the sport and | understand they may have issues with drawing a bow. All they need is a
letter from a doctor and they can hunt with a cross bow already. Please leave the rules the way
they are now. Second change proposed, reducing the number of bucks from 2 to 1 for archery.
My problem with this is it will result in more does being killed later in the season and | usually
hold out for a buck later in the season. My reasoning is | believe the deer population is down and
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| feel if I shoot a doe late there is a good chance she is pregnant and instead of killing one deer
I've killed two or even three. In the past two seasons | believe | have seen almost as many bucks
as does. Which brings me to another comment. | would like to see a "Cull a Buck™ season.
Meaning maybe every 3 or 4 seasons drop the four point restriction so we can cull some of these
inferior bucks from the gene pool. We have seen some scrawny racked deer the past several
years and we would like to remove them from passing on their genes. People are killing the good
genetic deer and leaving the little racked although mature deer to carry on. I know the state is
trying to make the herd have a higher quality buck but I'm not so sure it's working out that way.
Thanks for listening or actually reading.

I am in favor of all of these changes but would also like to request the Youth Rifle season never
be held on Halloween weekend again in the future. It sometimes forces youth to decide between
the two. Thanks

Shortening the Nov. gun hunt to 9 days is a good idea. The youth hunt is fine as it is. Reducing
the antlerless hunt to 3 days is a good idea. Eliminating the urban hunt is a good idea. Do not
make crossbows legal for non-disabled people, as it is, almost anyone can get a doctors excuse to
use one. | know one able bodied person who harvested two trophy deer with a crossbow in 2014
who is just as capable as me to shoot a compound bow. If you are trying to limit the number of
deer harvested why take all challenges to do so away. | disagree with the idea of one buck
instead of two during archery season. | have been bowhunting for 35 yrs. and have not harvested
two bucks but would be upset if the opportunity to kill a second trophy deer presented itself and |
could not harvest it. I don't feel I should be penalized because others can't show restraint in
holding off on lesser bucks. Hopefully all these changes will be looked at again as the population
recovers. Something not mentioned here is moving muzzleloader season back to right after
thanksgiving. Thanks

Since 2009 | have been distraught over the price increases for nonresident landowner permits. If
you hunt deer, turkey both archery and firearm, trap, small game hunt, and migratory bird hunt
the cost is astronomical. In order to be a good steward and neighbor of the surrounding area you
own, you must pay taxes, and improve your property. The cost of this is expensive and 100's of
thousands of dollars are spent in the local economy. Thus a break in price for permits for non
resident landowners should be as it was before 2009. | totally agree that regular non resident
permits should be more because they do not spend the money I do. I think you should look at all
the free permits you give to resident landowners. I'm 66 years old and a retired military man. I
hunt for free in my home state after paying for many years. I'm selecting about right on the next
question but I don't believe it’s right for non resident landowners.

I would like to take the time to say that | think the MDC has done a wonderful job of deer
management in the past but | fear that some of the changes you are proposing will bring about
the wrong outcome to our sport. | fully agree that the deer herd isn't what it was or where 1 would
like to see it ,so0 the reduced limits that you propose | am in favor of. Where you lose my support
is with the introduction of the cross-gun into the archery season. In your example you stated that
bow hunters have increased in numbers and in the percentage of kills over the years so we need
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to go back to one buck a year then on the other hand you state that we should include a more user
friendly weapon that takes little to no practice to be proficient with for everyone to participate in
said season. The elderly can get a doctors excuse now and the youth would be better served if
they would take the first learning years to get to know the joys of learning how to bowhunt! |
think that most of the support for the inclusion of cross-guns comes from the crossbow lobby and
not youth and elderly. My next concern is that we think that our nonresident fees are comparable
to our out of state neighbors. | don't think you have tried to apply for a zone 5 tag in lowa lately.
It takes at least 3 years for me to draw and then the tag costs $550. Maybe we wouldn't have to
go to one deer on my bow tag if some of the nonresidents had to pay reciprocal pricing and could
only get a tag as often as there easiest to draw unit is.

The original intent of the second youth season was to give kids an opportunity to hunt with gifts
they receive at Christmas. Moving the 2nd youth season to November defeats this purpose.

Crossbows should not be a legal method for archery deer or turkey season. This should only be
allowed for disabled persons and continue to be that way.

I mostly agree with the proposed changes, however | would like to see the opportunity for
hunters to shoot their 2nd antlered deer with a firearm or bow. | don't really see where limiting
the number of bucks archery hunters take will really be impacting the harvest data that much.
The percentage of archery hunters who take 2 bucks is very insignificant compared to the
number of antlered bucks killed by firearm hunters. It would make more sense to increase out of
state permit cost and limit the number of any deer permits issued for firearms. | am glad to see
some strides in the right direction. | would like to see the population come back to the point that |
see more deer per sit and increase my opportunity for success. | mostly hunt Randolph and
Callaway counties and have seen a steady decline over the past 10 years due to the liberal harvest
limits and EHD outbreaks.

Crossbows should not be allowed as an acceptable method during archery portion of deer and
turkey season.

I agree with the changes and think we need to focus on only one spring turkey tag until we can
get the population back to what it should be. Limit the number of archery tags to one antler and
one antlerless

Move the d--n firearms portion back after the rut i.e. lowa, Kansas. Put a cap on buck harvest to
2, but with the option to harvest 2 with bow or 1 with firearm and 1 with bow. You people have
really screwed up the deer herd in this state. I'm all for hunting with firearms, but when you put a
firearm in someone's hand for over 2 months straight it's no wonder why the hunting has
plummeted!

To whom this may concern, first off thanks for everything you do for our sport, next I hunt at a
conservation area in northeast Mo. Mineral Hills Area. | have hunted there for years and | have
several concerns. First we are one of the only areas around that, until this year, offered unlimited
antlerless permits and still this year had unlimited archery antlerless permits so people from other
areas close by would come here and shoot antlerless deer. Over the last few years | have noticed
our doe population really declining and our small buck population actually growing. | hunt there
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roughly 30 days a year between archery, firearm, and muzzleloader and have taken many deer,
both bucks and does. I’m not a few weekends a year guy but this year it really stood out and
according to the agents I’ve talked to. Other hunters are reporting the same thing. We are seeing
many small bucks (too many) and not enough does to hold good bucks. Mature bucks are leaving
the area and staying on the private ground where the abundance of does are. Also, for the first
time in 6 or 7 years that | saw small bucks only with racks on one side (which I should have
taken both) hindsight though now. I personally would like to see the antler restriction removed
for a few years, and not allow any antlerless to be taken for the next 3 years. The point restriction
by third year was awesome and for the next couple years very good also but then the nice bucks
started disappearing and being replaced by smaller non legal bucks. I bet the total between small
bucks and does was pretty close that I’ve seen but mature bucks 2 1/2 and 3 1/2 and older I’ve
seen 6 total this year and 2 of them were together. We had snow opening day and it stayed all
week long and other than opening day, | never saw another doe being chased, but saw many
small bucks wandering around every day and saw no signs in the snow at all where any chasing
happened the whole week but hunters in town (Unionville) were talking about how much chasing
was happening out there, which most were on private ground. Just my thoughts, thank you

Youth should only be able to kill antlerless deer. For management you allow them to kill small
bucks defeating the purpose of building a quality herd. Crossbows should not be considered
archery equipment. They should only be used during firearms season. One buck a year no matter
what method you use should be allowed to be killed each year.

The number of days for antlerless deer seems like a lot but mostly I want to thank you for doing
your job.

Email from MDC.

I don't like any of the changes! Mostly don't restricted antlered number on archery tags! 2nd
don't let people use crossbows during archery season.

I don't think the changes are gonna make much difference. | believe the deer population is down
and missing a few days of rifles season isn't going to make much difference because people are
just going to shoot the deer they see sooner other than letting them walk waiting for a good one.
Not many people | know hunt the whole season and if they hunt the later dates it's just to get
some meat which is not helping the population. I think the real problem is the nonresidents
coming here because the tags are cheap and easy to get and they are not going home empty
handed they have also made it near impossible to find good land to hunt for a reasonable price. |
have hunted since | was 12 years old and I'm now done hunting until something changes most of
the people | know feel the same way. I'm disappointed with the way our conservation department
works it looks like they are catering to the nonresidents and don't pay attention to what the
residents have to say about it.

I think the state of Missouri should at least match the tag prices of the surrounding state fees.
Illinois charges almost $600.00 for out of state but can come here for $225.00 what's fair about
that?
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I would not like to see any changes in the current deer seasons. | think the seasons are good the
way they are.

I have been hunting all of my life and some of these changes are a little off in my opinion. | have
been wanting/waiting for Missouri to implement a program to increase the mature buck
population. The antler restriction program would be nice if it was statewide or even if you
limited the bow total to one buck per season that would add up over time. | wouldn't be opposed
to doing both but that would be harder on the novice hunter. Bow hunting is more popular than
ever and has taken the sport of whitetail hunting to the next level. Introducing crossbows as a
means to hunt during the standard bow season would be a tragedy in my opinion. They are more
like a gun and give you the range and accuracy to take deer at ranges of 75yds. Crossbows
should be kept and used in the same manner as they are currently, either with a disability slip or
during the alternative methods season. Shortening the rifle season portion would be fine with me.
The last thing I will touch on is the youth season expansion. First of all I think that the youth
season is an awesome thing to have for the kids! It gets kids out of the home and in touch with
nature. | wish that would have been available when | was younger! However, | don't agree with
having both youth seasons during the month of November. Typically the weekend that youth
season is on is during the rut and has a great success rate! If we allowed another weekend during
the month of November is would be overkill for guns. The youths would be out for the first and
second rut of the season so that would really put a hurt on our buck population. And if the state
wants to bring in more out of state hunters ($$) then allowing the bucks to mature will be the
way to get it done.

| totally agree with all of your new proposal’'s. However would you consider the crossbow
change to start this year or possibly at least to people who have reached the age of 65. Thanks,
AW.

Yes | think that archery hunters should only be allowed to shoot one antlered deer. Also, I
believe that if they do they cannot shoot another during the firearms portion. Yes it is good to
reduce the firearms portion of the season. No you shouldn't decrease the length of doe season to
3 days. I spent longer than that hunting for a doe. No you shouldn't schedule the second portion
of youth season for the first Friday following Thanksgiving nor should you change to three days
at the expense of antlerless portion of the season. | also would like to see the first portion of the
youth season discontinued. Many hunters look forward to shooting a 150+ class buck, however,
the youth are harvesting some of these bucks before others have a chance. | understand the
reason for this portion, however, | believe that youths should hunt with the rest of us during the
regular portion of the season. This is how it was when | was young and it was just as exciting
and encouraging. | agree with the rest of the recommendations.

I agree with all the proposed changes, especially the 1 buck archery change. I also think that 2
bucks by any method per hunter per year is absolutely necessary. As far as non resident hunters,
those that are non resident landowners should be rewarded if they have developed and are
implementing a MDC management plan. Lower fees for hunting permits would recognize the
benefits adjacent landowners and resident hunters realize from good habitat management.
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DOC went too generous with the deer tags/regs. You can’t have public land border private land
and have the regs. The changes that have been discussed don’t really bother me or my family
members. | support the sales tax that has been voted on by the taxpayers. One other thing, I didn't
really want to harvest a deer this year. Way too much going on with the deer population.

For the most part, DOC does a fantastic job. J.L.K.

Without knowing why the changes are occurring, it's hard to comment. I'd love to attend a
seminar but just like the hunter safety courses, I'd have to drive 80 miles to attend. There should
be more attention given to finding ways to reach everyone instead of making it only easy for
MDC. As far as the deer population, I haven't noticed much change in our area. Also, I'll never
understand why turkey season starts on a Monday. Nothing like penalizing the working man.
Seems to work fine starting deer season on a Saturday.

I support changing regulations to protect our deer population if necessary. My suggestion would
be move our opening weekend a week later. Have it coincide with Illinois first season. While
MDC revenue could be reduced initially from out of state fees, this would slow the harvest and
Illinois hunters would ultimately come to our last weekend of season which would minimize any
loss of revenue. Out of state hunters feel compelled to shoot immature deer since they have paid
so much for their tag. | also own property in Illinois and hunt there but would hunt the second
season in Illinois. Thank you.

I would be greatly disappointed to see crossbows being allowed during archery season.

| agree with all the proposal. You’re doing a great job, keep it up. B.

Most important keep rifle season opening weekend the same. Keep it an 11 day season, the two
extra days are nice for those that must work weekends. A great move for the youth late deer
season gives kids more and better opportunity. Crossbows are legal in most surrounding states
would be a great benefit for Missouri. Good move on shortening the doe season now. Good job
on allowing public input.

Crossbow=I'm for it. 9 day season=I'm for it. Changes to youth season=I'm for it. One buck limit
for bow hunters=I'm for it, in fact I would like to see a one buck limit like Kentucky has. I'm fine
with the other changes also. Would also like to see an end to land owner permits, or at least make
them void if a person purchases a statewide permit, would also like to see random checks off
harvest location to make sure deer are taken on the landowners property.

Do not punish those who live in Missouri. Restrict out of state hunters or change gun season
rules but bow season is fine the way it is

1. Reducing gun season 2 days won't matter much, most are pretty much done or back to work
on the Mon/Tues. 2. Earlier youth will be good, warmer and less bucks that have dropped antler.
3. A 3 day doe season? Why? More regulations to confuse folks and if you can't kill a deer in the
9 day gun season. 4.No opinion on urban hunts. 5,CROSSBOWS?? Again, why? If you don't
want to take the time to learn a weapon, maybe you don't need to be hunting. They aren't close to
being a bow, they stay locked and loaded at all times, basically no movement to be ready to
shoot. What happened to having some skill to be an archer? NO! 6.Reduce the antlered in
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archery to 1 buck? How many kill more than one antlered deer in archery season? It doesn't
really bother me, one buck is enough for me, though I commonly pass shots on 10 to 15 antlered
deer in a season.

I agree with the proposed changes for deer management.

The proposed to changes to bring up herd populations seem well thought out. My father owns
property in Missouri, as an Illinois resident, 1 would like to see lower nonresident costs.

Reduce the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1, bad decision. I don't rifle hunt,
but spend a lot of time in the woods scouting and preparing to harvest a buck with my bow. If |
am so blessed to do so before rifle season, should I then be penalized the rest of the season? The
correct answer is "no". Also, we need to have a reciprocation law.

The only part | have issues with is reducing number of archery buck tags and making crossbows
legal for everyone. | feel if crossbows are legalized for everyone we will have a lot of hunters
who are not true archers in the woods taking risky shots at deer and this measure will just lead to
more wounded deer and deer who die and go to waste. Another issue is nonresident hunters.
They come up where | hunt and just do whatever they want with no respect to us locals | say
raise the prices maybe that will weed out some of the problem.

One antlered any method and an early muzzleloader season like KY.

We are nonresident landowners, owning land in Putnam County, Mo., we agree with all the
considered changes but one, the late antlerless season should be eliminated for the time being
until deer populations stabilizes. We also feel that owning land and paying the same taxes as
residents that we should have some consideration for lower cost deer permits.

I would like to see the regular firearms and antlerless portions both reduced days. | would not
allow crossbows as regular means and would probably not change the youth portions at all. |
have children hunt in the youth seasons for several years and they have always had opportunity
at deer and most of the time at decent bucks! The only thing that I can see would benefit from
allowing crossbows is the crossbow manufacturers!

I believe that the changes proposed are ill-conceived. | hunt both bow season and gun season, as
well as my husband. We both work full-time jobs and enjoy our time off to hunt. 1) Including
crossbows during bow season increases the danger of bow season. Compound bows take time
and skill to use. Crossbows are easy to misfire and dangerous to other hunters hunting during
bow season, as they are more like a gun. 2) | do agree that youth season should be lengthened
either by including an additional weekend or a day. However, it must be considered that most
children are in school. 3) Gun season should not be shortened. As previously stated, my husband
and | LOVE to hunt. We both save up our leave to take off for as much of gun season as we can.
By removing days from the season, you are reducing viable days that we could take off to hunt
(as we cannot schedule during all hunt days presented in the new plan). 4) Reducing the amount
of deer available to harvest is ridiculous. The amount of deer harvested each year remains
consistent or lowers, while the deer population in Missouri remains consistent. Some families,
such as ours, attempt to use the deer tags already permitted to provide our families with good
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quality wild game meat to last us throughout the year. By lowering limits and durations of
hunting seasons, you are limiting our ability to continue to do so.

I support all the proposed changes because | believe they are valid changes and in the best
interests of Missouri hunters. | especially support the use of crossbows during archery season.
This change will allow older hunters and those with shoulder/rotator cuff issues to continue
hunting. It does not hinder the classic long bow hunter who wishes to continue using his method.
Limiting to 1 buck during bow season is also highly recommended. A maximum of 2 bucks (1
bow/1 rifle) is more than fair. | don't believe reducing the firearms season a couple days will
impede hunting opportunities significantly and moving the late youth season should give young
hunters more opportunities, hopefully increasing the percentage of young hunters. I believe the
MDC should eliminate the antlerless season altogether. The use of crossbows and additional
youth season should increase antlerless deer harvest to offset an antlerless season. Local deer
populations could be controlled by issuing more antlerless only permits during other seasons. |
don't feel real strongly about the urban season being eliminated because it doesn't impact my
hunting and I'm not sure it has much impact on the urban deer population.

1. I am not in favor of the addition of Crossbow to the Archery season as | feel this would open
up the doors to more poaching. 2. I am in favor to allow only one antlered deer during archery
3. 1 am in favor for a reduction in the number of antlerless days to 3.

I like, or am okay with, everything except eliminating urban hunts (firearms), using a crossbow
(archery), and limiting antlers deer taken to one (archery). | need a better explanation of the
conservation area regulations.

I am for moving rifle season out of rut & also limit buck harvest to 1 per season no matter how
you harvest it. I am 100% for the use of crossbow in archery season. You do an excellent job
compared to some of our surrounding states. Thank you.

I do not support shortening the firearms portion to 9 days. | believe 11 days is the correct amount
of time and allows for less hunter density per day during the firearms season. | also do not agree
that that the deer population should increase. I think the deer density in Crawford County has
been maintained at the right level. The dates should remain the same as current. | feel the youth
portion should remain the same as current, two days, prior to firearms portion of the deer season.
I disagree on allowing crossbows during the archery season. Elderly hunters have the options to
obtain a doctors statement and use a crossbow during archery season now. Crawford County,
where | hunt and own a farm, does not have an antlerless portion, therefore 1 do not have an
opinion on reducing the season to 3 days in December.

Yes | like the idea of the crossbow deer hunting because | have a seven year old daughter that |
would like to take deer hunting and she is not strong enough to pull back a compound bow and |
don't think she is old enough to handle a firearm.

I think it's a great idea. | think it will help more hunters get in our Missouri woods and
experience the outdoors and once again thank you guys very much
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1. Expand youth weekend NO - they have 2 chances already, plus during regular seasons. 2.
Reduce length of antlerless firearms season to 3 days NO - what if it bad weather or working
hunters can't take those 3 days off? Bad idea. 3. Allow crossbows as legal OK IF they cut the
number of deer allowed down taken with crossbow. 4. Reduce limit of antlered deer during
archery season from 2 to 1 YES, but make it ONLY ONE DEER of EITHER allowed.

Shorten gun season. Raise price of out of state tags are go to a drawing system. Cross bows for
children and old people we owe it to both them generations. Two bucks per archery season for
bow hunters. One big buck is tough to kill. Don't take some one chance if they got a chance at
two. Average is one buck every three years anyway for a good hunter anyway. Eliminate urban
gun, they can hunt like everybody else. Shorten all your gun seasons. Mo is out of control with
over 30 days of gun hunting, firearms, muzzleloader, antlerless. That's RIDICULOUS! Out of
state tags for Mo residents to hunt other states roughly 400 they can pay 400 to hunt my state.
Equal. What's good for one is good for ALL.

I'm very thankful the department is finally addressing these very important issues that affect the
herd. Over the past five years our hunting group has seen an overwhelming decrease in the herd
population in Shelby county and even in St. Louis county as well. I think all the ideas are great
except | would like to see the crossbow idea not implemented. It wouldn't bother me to see older
hunters or injured hunters use them but opening the "flood gates"” to any hunter with a crossbow
isn't a good idea and I believe it would completely negate the other great ideas the dept. is
proposing. The amount of opportunity to harvest a deer under the current regulations is far too
great and produces too much pressure on the herd for too long of a time. | would like to see less
pressure on the deer herd and produce more quality sits in the woods for all hunters especially
our youth and apprentice hunters, who truly are the future of the sport we all love to participate
in.

I like all the changes under consideration, I really like the one buck for archery I never did like
the two bucks limit unless they had to harvest a doe first. Thanks!

Yes to crossbow for bow season and no to the 1 buck and the youth season for a week from
Saturday to next Sunday that will have a better chance at a deer that is what we are here for the
next generation to get involved in hunting.

I would like to see the state allow only one buck no matter what the weapon. | would also like to
see the rifle season moved out of the rut to the beginning of December. | also would like to see
Missouri go to a draw system for non-residents. lowa, Illinois, and Kansas all have a draw for
non-residents. These states surround Missouri and I cannot just go into those states and buy a tag
over the counter but hunters from those states can come into Missouri and buy their tags over the
counter. Doesn't seem right at all. Other than that, | think the proposed changes are good.

Hi | have been an archery hunter for years, but | am getting older and finding it difficult to pull
my bow back at times. | probably would be borderline not being able to get a doctors permit for a
crossbow, so | wouldn't waste my time with a Dr. visit. | would love to continue archery hunting,
but not sure if | will be able. I think it would be a great idea to allow crossbows during archery
season. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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I like most of the changes except the second youth hunt Thanksgiving weekend. | can see a lot of
youth will not be able to hunt because of family obligations.

People who own land in Missouri and live in other states pay too high a price to hunt their own
land. They pay taxes on that land in Missouri - | know you same other states do it - let's be
courteous to the land owners.

Firearms Season Changes: | think you should maintain the current timing of the November
portion but keep it at its current number of days. DO NOT reduce the length to 9-days. Don't
expand the late youth portion to 3-days. | understand the reasoning for youth seasons but as
someone who did just fine in my youth without youth seasons. | never agreed with the notion of
youth seasons especially since they can shoot deer that don't meet the antler point restrictions or
in spring turkey youth season they are allowed to hunt all day when they should have to quit at 1
pm just like in regular season. Don't reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days instead
only allow hunters to take 1 - 2 antlerless deer a season. Archery Season Changes: Allow
crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. As a disabled veteran
who can already use a crossbow, | agree with this as it would cut down on jumping through
hoops for others who are disabled but if I could I would use a regular bow over a crossbow any
day. It would be a good first step for youth and new comers to archery hunting. I find crossbows
to be heavy, bulky and awkward to carry around, they are also a pretty much a 1 shot deal as you
normally don't have time to get a second shot loaded and off. With this in mind, I don't think
many will use them that don't have to so the impact on hunting won't be that big. Reduce the
limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1, this would be ok with me if it is needed for
the moment as long as it could be increased back in the future.

I am for the proposed changes. I'm Missouri born and raised, | have hunted in Missouri off and
on for over 40 years. Missouri has the opportunity to be the leading big buck state in the US. |
would like to see Missouri gun season moved to later in the year. Ideally, end of Nov. first of
December.

I agree with most proposals: Suggest keeping the youth January season due to kids getting new
guns for Christmas and the weather is not always bad, sometimes snow helps. Suggest still
adding the "after Thanksgiving" season for youth only. More hunting opportunities for parents
with kids is best and a few additional deer kills shouldn't reduce the herd significantly. | need
more opportunity for nice weather to take my young boys hunting. I really like the crossbow rule
change. My son wants to hunt with a crossbow and I can't always pull my bow with my bum
shoulder. I am a little concerned about the possibility of poaching with crossbows becoming
easier though. Thank you

I am for all of the regulations except for the urban zone. I live in a part of south county that has
woods that run all the way to the Merrimac river. The deer are very populated and need to be
managed more. | normally hunt in southern Missouri but with the urban zone hunt it will help
manage the population by my residence.

As a nonresident Missouri landowner and a 15 year Missouri deer hunter, | would like to offer
my input on the proposed changes to the Missouri deer regulations as well as some suggestions
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that should be considered. First of all, I believe that nonresident landowners should NOT be
paying the high price of $225 for a deer permit. We should be afforded the same rights as a
resident land owner. On the property that | own, | spend thousands of dollars per year
exclusively for the preservation of habitat for whitetail deer in Missouri. We plant food plots, we
keep water holes open, we put out minerals and supplements for the health of the herd. I also pay
property tax in the state to own the land. We set aside sanctuary on our land and we don't enter it
for any reason. We believe that we contribute wholeheartedly to the health of the deer herd, over
and above someone who just pops in from out of state and shoots deer. It isn't fair that | have to
pay what other nonresident's pay. Quite frankly if the nonresident price continues to go up, it
would force me and my young Kids to stop hunting all together. We would no longer be able to
afford it at which point I would sell our property to one of the local farmers who is desperately
wanting to buy it, cut down the trees, till it up, and make it grazing land for cattle. In less than 12
months Missouri would lose a considerable chunk of prime deer habitat. Additionally, I would be
priced out of hunting. With no place to go, I am certain my kids would grow up with hunting
basically worked out of their systems and no longer a part of our tradition. DON'T make hunting
something that only rich people can afford! If too many nonresidents are coming to the state and
shooting all the deer, limit the number of permits for non landowning non residents. | support all
efforts by biologists to manage the herd to a healthy level. I support the harvest of only mature
animals so | applaud the regulation in Daviess county that we can only shoot deer that have at
least 4 points on one side. | believe crossbow use should be limited to those over 65 years old or
who have a Doctor's excuse that they cannot pull back a modern compound bow due to physical
handicap. Thanks for giving us a say. | sincerely hope that you don't price our family out of
hunting in Missouri. We currently live in Texas but already spend an enormous amount of
money trying to continue to hunt on our own property. $225 per license is almost too much for
us to afford all of the family to legally hunt. If you raise the price, we will either have to fold, or
stop our spending on the conservation efforts we make on our land. If you raise them too high,
we will have to sell the land and get out of hunting all together. We are probably the type of
people you definitely want hunting in Missouri. We work the land, invest in the herd, and we are
good conservationists.

I would not support reducing the number of days for the Firearms Deer Hunting Season as this
would take away from weekend days that hunters are allowed to actively hunt. The vast majority
of hunters are working class citizens and cannot hunt weekdays. |1 would support expanding and
changing the dates of the late youth portion. I would support reducing the length of the antlerless
portion to 3 days if it were opened as a statewide season regardless of county lived in. Otherwise
I believe it should be eliminated as it does not afford all Missouri hunters the same opportunity
to harvest game. | would support eliminating the Urban Zone portion. | never really understood
why it was created as the majority of hunters would not be able to participate anyway. | would
support allowing crossbows as a legal method to take deer and turkeys during the Archery
portions. | would not support reducing the number of antlered deer to 1 during the Archery
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portion. That has always been the allure of going the extra mile to be involved in the Archery
portion as it expanded the possibilities of getting extra chances to take antlered deer.

I am a disabled hunter. | use a crossbow have a valid medical permit. There’s not a large area for
those with disabilities to hunt in in the southeastern area. Being able to hunt with a crossbow
gives those with disabilities a feeling of having our own method. We can’t do the things others
can or go where they can go so having crossbows for disabled hunters is having something
that’s ours and we don’t have to compete with everyone else. If you want to make changes use
the money from the land you sell the lumber right to make a few handicap only hunting areas in
the south east in Butler county and the Mark Twain National Forest. Also, food for thought, why
is there so many atvs in the forest when you can’t drive them in the forest? How about ticketing
those that bring them into the forest during deer season. You know that every camp you come to
there’s an atv but they don’t drive them in the forest, come on. How about allowing those that are
disabled to get permits to use atv or battery powered vehicles off road or start ticketing those that
bring them into the forest period. Thanks disabled marine veteran.

Allow crossbows during the archery deer and turkey season and limit deer during archery season
to 1 antlered and 2 antlerless. No changes to all other regulations.

Look, your " quantitative scientific” survey is wrong. You have no +/- accuracy. The data
contradicts each other. You also do not listen to your field agents. Our family farm is around
1400 acres in Harrison county. Talking to the local agent in Harrison county, he said he gave you
his input on the local deer herd. He told you the deer herd in the county is fine and there are great
numbers of deer. From talking to him he said what you did was by Region setting the regulations
for the 2014-15 season. Now from talking to Jason Sumners he, at the meetings, said it was not
done by regions. Now | tend to believe the local agent more so than what we were told at the
deer management meetings. The MDC has a YouTube video out that states "we have no idea
what the deer population is" If you do not know what the population is and admit that you lost
control of the county. How can you say that 1 doe per hunter with rifle unless he is a landowner?
Now you also want to go back to a 9 day season and limit bucks to 1 with Archery. You also
state that we went from 13% harvest to 19% total harvest with Archery. Have you thought that
maybe the equipment is better? Also, maybe it needs to be 19 maybe even 20% the harvest. The
deer numbers are FINE. Notice that the kill numbers went up. Just admit it this has nothing to do
with the health of the deer herd. It is all driven by what people’s perception is on the deer
numbers. Never mind that most people have no freaking clue. Just admit it, most don't know.
They walk around the woods all day see no deer and claim the numbers are in trouble. Ol saying
is sometimes you see them sometimes you don't. If you want to make ANY changes at all. Move
the Youth any deer season up to early October or end of September and get the Youth doe season
out of January. Dumbest thing you guys can do is put a little kid in the freezing cold. That will
really make him like hunting, won’t it? Bottom line, only a little over 6% is public, Missouri is
also 2nd to Texas in numbers of land owners. So when you do regulations you are effecting
Private Land owners who also feed and house most of our deer. More Surveys to land owners,
9,000 is not enough!
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Should limit out of state tags. | agree with all changes except one buck during archery which
only harvest 19% of harvest and | feel crossbows should only be allowed during alternative
season.

Would like to have seen all of this done via internet, with your conservation number. Most
people can't make it to the meeting and thus their voice is not heard. This goes back to ten mile
pond conservation area when they changed from drawing one pill per group to everyone in the
group draw a pill, us guys that like to hunt alone or with one other hunter odds fell badly in
drawing in to hunt so | pretty much stopped waterfow! hunting. (my understanding was a bunch
of guys with clout cried loud enough that one and two hunters were getting in before the four of
them so you guys changed it, thanks a lot) Same thing when you made changes on Killing all the
does, WHAT DID YOU GUYS THINK WOULD HAPPEN? Geeeez. Just like on Number 7
conservation area, we can't get a road put in to the back part of it to hunt the oxbows, why,
because of the hunting clubs or what? We just wanted a road to get us farther back, they did it at
Donaldson Point in New Madrid why can't we have a road to hunt farther back? I'm almost 61
years old with health problems and I love to hunt and take my grandkids, but we are limited,
limited at TEN MILE POND and NUMBER 7, we need to be killing less does, and no deer 4
points or lower. But really | would love to see this all done via internet to let more voices be
heard. Do a questionnaire by using your MDC number. | have no problem with hunting clubs
however | have a problem when it looks like MDC is in favor of those guys and not the guy that
has to depend on conservation ground. | sent a letter a few years back and got a response from a
local agent it was, use the river, nothing about maybe this needs to be address or looked into,
nope just use the river. Now we all know the river doesn't always rise and | really don’t like boat
riding in a swollen river. So see my respect is at a low right now. Anyway, sorry for rambling on.
Hope you guys get it worked out for the deer herd. But I’m telling you, you guys lost water fowl
hunters over the pill thing because dads and grandpas want to hunt and teach these kids one on
one and ya took that away. And then there's the thing with 8,9,10 spots only being open until half
the seasons gone. Then it jumps to 18,19,20 WHOA.. Thank you Sir for your time. R.A.

Crossbows would be a great change, | have talked of this for a number of years. | feel it will
increase participation of both younger and older people. We need the renewed effort to grow
participation for Missourians and strengthen our base in the outdoors. I feel it would also be a
financial gain for all.

I can accept, understand, and support all of the proposed deer regulations except the following:
Crossbows should only be allowed during bow season for individuals who have a proven
disability. This is my reason bow hunting requires discipline, practice, patience, outdoor skills,
and many other qualities. Increasing the chances of success by changing the methods of the
chase shows lack of respect for the discipline. Youngsters can learn to hunt with a true bow.
Older folks need to get a doctors excuse to be able to forego using a bow. You would be hurting
the bow hunting sport and tradition. I am highly against this change and think you should put
some really serious consideration for bow hunting as it will no longer be bow hunting if you
allow cross bows. Thank you for your time and consideration. J.L.
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I agree with everything except the elimination of the Urban Zone portion.

I am in favor of all the proposed modifications listed above. The one | am most interested in is
the full inclusion of crossbows as a valid weapon during archery. This simple "correction™ to
properly include crossbows in the full archery season has been long overdue. I have been a bow
hunter for over twenty years. The bulk of that was using vertical recurve and compound bows.
Due to back and shoulder issues I have been using a crossbow for the last 5yrs and | do not see
any reason why a crossbow should not be an option for everyone. Both weapons require
considerably practice to shoot confidently and make a clean kill. A vertical bow is much lighter
to carry, quieter to shoot and I think a hair faster to get that second shot away, should it be
needed. A crossbow is heavier, bigger (which means harder to handle in tight brush) but with
the use of a crank, allows folks of smaller stature, disabled, or just simply not strong enough to
draw and hold a compound bow. My wife and daughter regularly join me when I am target
shooting in the yard and they have very respectable spreads. | am even able to sit with my 6yr
old grandson and teach him the proper way to hold, aim and shoot a crossbow. | would love the
opportunity to take all of them out for a good bow hunt, but that is only going to happen when
crossbows are treated fairly and included in the entire archery season.

I am against all of the changes completely!

I would like to see the youth hunts the first two weekends in October (warmer temperatures for
the youths), the firearm season change to 9 days is fine however would like it later maybe
starting after Thanksgiving, | don't believe changing to only one antlered deer for archery will
solve anything, not very many archers kill one. | know you probably don't have control over
Lamine Conservation Area but | think it's horrible that a youth is not able to take an antlerless
deer yet they have all the special hunts for antlerless deer.

I would like to see crossbows included in the full archery season the same way the regular bows
are. | have tried to use a compound bow but even at their lowest weight, they are very difficult
for me to use. I would not be comfortable hunting or even shooting a compound bow. My
husband's crossbow is a totally different story. | can use a rope cocker to pull the string back to
the shooting position or a can use his crank which would allow anyone to cock the bow, just
takes a bit longer. Once cocked and an arrow loaded I can focus on the target and using the right
triangle in the scope I can hit the target pretty good out to 30yrds or so. It is such a great feeling
being able to shoot as an equal alongside my boys. If crossbows are properly included as part of
the archery season it will provide a lot more opportunities for women and young people to get
involved in hunting.

I believe some management changes should be made. That being said, | believe the wrong type
have been proposed. First, shortening the regular firearms season is just going to provoke hunter
to be less ethical and "shoot the first thing they see™ versus waiting for more mature deer.
Secondly, changing archery season to only one buck permit may be okay but how many buck
permits are filled according to amount sold? Also, archery season is archery season. If a person is
capable of toting, cocking, hunting with, and shooting a crossbow, most likely they could do the
same thing with a vertical bow. If crossbows are allowed then standard high powered centerfire
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rifles might as well be allowed during alternative methods portion of deer season. Efforts should
be directed to more accurate methods of tagging deer due to the ease of dishonesty telecheck has
created. Even though it's convenient it's almost to convenient. | believe limiting the number of
doe tags was a step in the right direction, as many farmers know if you want to grow a herd of
any sort the more females able to breed and reproduce the faster a herd will grow; common
knowledge. If you look at neighboring northern Missouri counties and even neighboring northern
states that have used point restrictions on deer this dramatically increased the number of antlered
bucks reaching maturity. I experienced this first hand this past season where | spent the opening
weekend of rifle season in Livingston County Missouri. | saw more buck in those two days then
in the past two years of deer hunting our 800 acre private farm in Howell County Missouri. All
of this being said | believe antler restrictions would benefit us much more than a shortened
season. Also the urban deer zones need to be dealt with. These areas have such high deer
population that it's became a safety hazard to motorists. | believe involvement in this has been
low due to the difficulty in finding access which could be dealt with by maybe allowing land
owners in these areas to sign up on a list for hunters to look at and then contact these landowners
to make arrangements.

I know this is long but please read, thanks. Being involved with conservation and hunting ever
since | can remember and now having two daughters of my own, | feel that now is the time more
than ever | voice my concern over the future of hunting regulations in Missouri. | started out as
most kids, heading to the woods with my dad hoping to harvest any deer no matter how big or
small. As time went by, | began to realize that hunting is more than just killing a deer to tell your
friends about or to "fill the freezer™. | consider hunting a way of life and way to treat nature with
respect. Over the last 10 years, | have seen the quality of hunting decline, for the most part, each
and every year. Yes, more people may be getting involved in hunting, but I'm sad to see (from
personal experiences) that a majority of these "new™ hunters are not being taught the correct way
and have little respect for the conservation part of hunting. I spend hundreds and hundreds of
hours planting food plots, checking trail cameras, and lastly hunting in a way to benefit the herd.
I have hunted hard every year since | was around 10 years old and have only harvest 2 mature
bucks (4.5 years old or older) in my lifetime. Up until this year, | had not seen a mature buck in 6
years and | spend a lot of time in the woods! | would like to think that someday my daughters
would have a good opportunity to harvest a trophy buck, but each year I realize unless changes
are made, the chances will always be slim to none. I have started hunting in a neighboring state
with a friend and have seen at least 1 mature buck each season for the last 7 or 8 years (haven't
been fortunate to get an ethical shot to this point). First of all, | agree 100% with shorting the
length of firearms season. In my opinion, this is a must. It is almost impossible for a 1.5, 2.5, or
3.5 year old buck to survive the rut with 10 consecutive days of hunting pressure during firearms
season (not to mention muzzleloader season). Ideally, 7 days of firearms season with a week in
between (much like Illinois) would greatly increase the survival rates of these younger deer, but
cutting a couple days is a great start. Secondly, getting youth another day to hunt would be great.
Two other topics that MUST be addressed/changed are the use of crossbows and buck limits. To
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me, allowing the use of crossbows is a MUST. Some people feel that they are more dangerous,
easier to use considering it "cheating™ or not fair because it not "real” archery. Here is my
response: Hunting is NOT a competition against other hunters and using crossbows should NOT
be looked at as an attempt to gain an advantage for whatever reason. Crossbows would give
EVERYONE an EQUAL opportunity to archery hunt no matter what age or physical/other
limitations. The SIMPLE truth is that the purpose of hunting is to manage a deer herd.
Crossbows are a great and ethical archery method that in no way should be compared to "gun™
hunting. With crossbows, statistically, there should be less wounded animals and hunters can be
more confident in shots they are taking. Honestly, as much as I hunt, with a full time job and 2
small children | find it almost impossible to put in enough practice time with my compound
needed to feel 100% confident in any shot | would have while hunting. BOTTOM LINE: Using
crossbows would increase ethical kill shots and leave less wounded animals in the woods to
suffer injuries. Lastly, limiting the number of bucks to 2 (1 archery, 1 firearm ) MUST happen,
no question. | don't have a large tract of land to hunt and don't hunt in Northern Missouri, so
without these changes going statewide | feel sick to my stomach with the direction Missouri deer
hunting/"killing" is going. If | were in position to make changes, here's what I'd do. 1. Allow
crossbow hunting to increase harvest efficiency and clean "kills". 2. A 9 day consecutive firearm
season starting the LAST weekend in NOVEMBER. 3. Limit total yearly buck harvest to 2 (1
archery, 1 firearm) and total deer harvest to 4 (unless owning 100 acres or more). | know a lot of
people won't agree with what | have to say, but whether they'll admit it or not, it's because they
feel they have the right to hunt how they want to hunt. At some point, someone has to stop and
say "It's time to do things the RIGHT way and not just the way WE WANT." Let’s put some
regulations in place that protect the herd, increase mature deer, and allow current and future
generations the opportunity to say, "I'm lucky enough to hunt/manage deer in Missouri where the
conservation department has made it possible to have the hunt of a lifetime every year.” I'm not
just commenting to ramble. | have a doctorate degree in pharmacy but hunting is my passion. |
keep myself just as informed with wildlife management as |1 do my job. Sometimes | wish |
didn't care as much as | do about hunting, but like | said earlier, it's a way of life. I really hope
someone at the department values my educated opinion that can help other people see why we
hunt beyond our own enjoyment/satisfaction. | truly want to believe that Missouri (the entire
state) can be a trophy whitetail opportunity. My email is * and it would be great for some
feedback knowing that my opinion is valued (other than an automated message). Thanks and
God bless!

Please, do NOT extend youth hunting, especially into the Thanksgiving holiday. | am a hiker and
have walked in Missouri all my life. My father was a quail hunter. When I was young, | didn't
shoot a gun in the woods, but I did not object to others doing so. But all the added days and types
of hunts over the years, particularly the youth hunts, have frightened me out of the woods once
deer season begins. The idea of a high-powered rifle in the hands of a kid in the woods scares the
heck out of me. The practice aimed at promoting hunting for the next generation, is clearly one
hunters love. But should hunters rule the woods in one of the most beautiful and tick-free times
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of year? Common sense and fairness tell me no. Try surveying NON-hunters about how much
they want to see more kids aiming guns their way as they try to enjoy fall in Missouri's beautiful
forests. Let's stop turning over Missouri every fall to the hunters with lethal guns and give back
our land to the walkers, birders, photographers, and naturalists. Please. S.L., St. Louis, MO

Agree with everything except adding crossbows to the archery season. Suggest making out of
state permit harder to obtain to regulate them more.

The only thing I disagree with is the one buck during archery season.

Years ago | was one of many that ask for a muzzleloading season, then the inline came out. We
are asking AGAIN for a primitive season! This means NO inlines! We hunt primitive, no scopes,
open sights, cap or flintlock. The last time | was picked for Peck Ranch my best friend and |
were the only two out of 150 or more that hunted with a flintlock and it rained. We both killed
deer that day. Please give us a primitive hunt at Peck Ranch. Our group puts on the longest
consecutive running Blackpowder Rendezvous in the state of Missouri. The Crowley’s Ridge
Blackpowder Club. Our Rendezvous is April 18th & 19th 2015 at Greenville Mo. PS. NOT
happy with the alternative season! Thank you.

I am 49 years old and have hunted deer since | was 12. | have five sons who also deer hunt.
They range in age from 9-26. All of them have harvested deer, the youngest one took his first
deer at age 7. | would like to see crossbows allowed in the regular archery season. Currently my
youngest two sons are limited in the time they get to deer hunt. 4 days during youth seasons plus
maybe a couple days during gun season. They are both very good marksman and enjoy being in
the woods. Just seeing deer is an exciting experience. Allowing crossbows in archery season
would open up a tremendous amount of opportunity for younger kids. Personally, my favorite
time to deer hunt is early fall. It's not as cold, there are not as many people in the woods, it's
safer, and the deer are usually not spooked. It would be great to able to spend this time with my
boys. Harvesting a deer once in a while is a good thing, but teaching my kids the joys of nature
and making memories is worth whole lot more.

The proposed changes seem logical and well thought out. 1 am not sure the reduction in antlered

deer by bow is fair to the bow only hunters, but it appears to be well thought through. An earlier

youth season was a great idea. | always worry about taking my daughter out later in the year and
being confident a child will not let the excitement of the day prevent them from telling you they

are cold until there is a real problem.

Need to lengthen gun season instead of shorten, extending youth portion is great, and as for bow
season, needs to run at least to end of January

I like the idea of reducing the firearms season along with the antlerless portion. I’m not too sure
on the one buck rule during archery. Not that I’ve ever had the chance to kill more than one but |
like having that option. What about a two buck limit period. Leave it similar to what it is now but
instead of having buy two archery any deer sell one then if a person doesn't connect during
firearms season on a antlered deer allow that to be used during the late archery season.
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I'm a land owner (5 acres) with way too many deer! They are very destructive to my yard and
landscape. I'm OK with everything that you are proposing except the reduction of archery antler
deer permits to one. | do very much favor the addition of the cross bow to the archery season!

I would like to start out by saying that | am a strong advocate of MDC. Always have been.
Thanks for providing public access, and for the most part, reasonable and easy to understand and
follow regulations. Muzzleloader Season - Limit legal weapons to muzzleloading firearms only!
No centerfire cartridges, no airguns, no crossbows, no archery. The alternative name for the
muzzleloader season has become the "7 millimeter muzzleloader season™. The move beyond the
original intent from muzzleloaders to the many alternatives is absurd. A Thomson Center
Contender in a rifle caliber is well beyond the limits! Kansas and Colorado have way better
models of what the muzzleloader season should look like. A line has to be drawn somewhere.
Colorado is very conservative, but | would favor their regulations over the "almost anything
goes” regulations Mo. has evolved to. 4-pt. Rule. | reiterate my extreme displeasure with the 4-
pt rule as it presently stands. Landowners should not be restricted by this rule. The MDC should
enforce this ruling on their properties and management areas only. Youth Hunts - the intent of
youth hunts was initially to recruit new hunters. If statistics are analyzed | am confident that the
number of hunters actually recruited during the youth deer seasons is miniscule! | applaud the
department for taking a more realistic approach with the special rabbit, squirrel, and small game
hunts. My observations from the perspective of a retired public school teacher indicate that there
is actually very little hunter MDC-initiated recruitment from non-hunting families in suburban
schools, where the greatest numbers are located, maybe even from rural schools. Urban core
should not be overlooked, but it is almost impossible to obtain life-long hunters from people who
have grown up in large urban areas. In summation: | am against extending the youth deer season
for two primary reasons. 1. Recruitment resources could/should be redirected to activities that
are more productive. 2. As a landowner, | am fed up with weeks on end of deer seasons where |
have to protect my property from trespassers and watch my local herd get picked away by very
efficient hunters during special seasons and liberal regulations regarding allowed equipment.
Keep up the excellent work and remember, "if it isn't broke, don't fix it".

I support cross bow and I might now actually bow hunt. The other proposed changes seem
reasonable. | am very opposed to increasing out of state hunting fees. | have many family/friends
who come from out of state and have for 15 years but with the cost of transportation, time off of
work, cost of permits, deer processing charges, etc. is becoming burdensome. In fact, two of the
hunters have stopped coming for those specific reasons. Their contributions to our economy with
hotels, food, refreshments and trips to the stores and small town shops are important to our rural
wellbeing. It is important the MCD is a partner in rural economic development and increasing
out-of-state hunting fees has the opposite impact. If anything, lower them!

1. Start Gun Season later, following the rut. 2. Good idea for the youth season. 3. Good idea for
the antlerless season. 4.Crossbows OK, hunters should be able to choose their weapon of choice.
5. Yes, reduce antlered deer permit to one per person, no matter what weapon they choose. 6.
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Declassify coyote as a fur-bearer, remove all seasons and shoot on sight, these predators are
responsible for the death of more deer then people realize!

I support all mentioned proposed changes to firearms season. | support crossbow as legal during
archery, but I do not favor only 1 buck for all archery season. I support the simplification of
conservation area regs when as it applies to deer hunting.

I hate to see any change |1 the fall archery season! Missouri has a great archery season! If it ain't
broke don't try to fix it! I don't want to see crossbows, this will put too many people in the woods
it's already too hard to find a place to hunt safely. I don't know of anyone who wants to hunt with
a crossbow that can't just get a doctor signature! The best way if any change, put a point limit on
bucks, 8pt. | see too many small deer taken. This is just my opinion take it as you will but you
will find a lot of bowhunters feel the same way, Sincerely, T.R.

As a school teacher, | depend upon the week of Thanksgiving as an opportunity to take my
children hunting with a firearm. Removing two days from the season will hinder my children,
and others who depend on that week as their hunting opportunity, at a legitimate chance to
harvest a deer. As for the crossbow item, it is my opinion that hunting with a crossbow is not a
legitimate means of archery hunting. Much of the challenge in archery hunting is getting drawn
back while remaining undetected. To be able to just aim and shoot without the challenge of
drawing back is no different than gun hunting at a closer range in my opinion. On the issue of the
youth season dates being moved to immediately following Thanksgiving, I am in full support.

Allowing crossbows without the written permission of a doctor is a bad idea. This would put
crossbows in the hands of youths. I think bow hunting is for seasoned hunters. Due to the fact
that bows have no knock down power. As a father myself, I will wait until my children are
experienced enough to take a deer without wounding it.

Agree with all changes except: Leave antlerless season at 12 days. Do not allow crossbows for
archery except for handicap use.

I have been hunting for as long as | can remember, and | have hunted about every critter worth
eating at some time or other. I do not see any issue with any of the proposed changes, but | am
particularly interested in the crossbow proposal. | was a "vertical” bow hunter for a short while
until 1 broke my wrist and was no longer able to pull and hold a bow. Since that time | have had
a lifetime crossbow permit and have been using a crossbow. | have never understood why
crossbows were excluded from the archery season. Both weapons use arrows, limbs, strings, and
have similar effective ranges. Crossbows are much louder, heavier and harder to reload. The one
big advantage the crossbow has, is it allows people to hunt that might not be able to physically
pull and/or hold a vertical bow at full draw. Anything that helps encourage more young folks to
get into the woods is a step in the right direction. That is also the reason behind the longer and
earlier second youth hunt right?

I oppose reducing the archery antlered deer limit to one. I grew up in Missouri and return
annually to hunt. | have seen the cycle of deer populations and deer management. | too
understand the issues facing deer management in other states, such lowa and Illinois. Reducing
the limit to 1 would seriously affect my consideration on returning annually to hunt with family
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and friends, thus reducing economic benefits and maintaining heritage and traditions. It may also
reduce hunting as a viable mainstream activity as other family and friends may opt out. BTW,
whatever happened to considering reduced non-resident costs for those past residents returning to
hunt with family and friends. | was mailed that questionnaire and have never seen any results. It
appears the issue is deer populations at or below management goals. Harvest of a second buck
after the November firearms season is likely to minimally impact the population as bucks have
breed does. Also, the 4-pt restriction does not necessarily mean archers target exclusively the
"most fit" individuals. Many 2 1/2 yo deer meet the point restrictions and harvest of one of these
would likely not further do any biological harm. The issue, as well as in other states, seems to be
doe harvest. Perhaps your emphasis should be on recommending changes that deal with this
sector.

Leave the regular gun season opening as it is. Shortening the season to 9 days would be ok.
Expanding the late youth season to 3 days would be fine since most youth hunters are off school
the Friday after Thanksgiving. Reducing the antlerless portion to 3 days would be fine. Although
I do not participate in the urban season, eliminating the urban season might create an abundance
of deer in urban areas and | fear deer/vehicle accidents may rise. | have faith the MDC would
stay on top of this and make changes if needed. | am totally behind legalizing crossbows for
everyone during bow season and turkey season. | do believe making this move would increase
the deer taken numbers before the regular gun season and would get additional hunters in the
woods during the nicer fall weather. Limiting the number of antlered deer during archery season
is a good idea and would require hunters to be a bit more selective before releasing the arrow.

I have my own private land for hunting so | really cannot comment on the conservation areas
regulations.

Crossbow is a bow. Lower non-resident to $50.00. Hunters will spend thousands in food, hotel,
etc. Boon for our economy. Tax hunting leases and use money to purchase public land. Allow
two bucks with long or recurve bows. Incentivize hunters to use more difficult methods.
Increase limits of game for muzzleloading shotguns, rifles and pistols. Earn game animal by
killing overstocked predators.

Eliminate, late youth, antlerless portion, urban, allow crossbows It will allow more people to
bow hunt. Change archery to one buck, raise nonresident to $350, cut the number of antlerless
permits

I support all of the changes under consideration.

I believe that the putting a limit non-antler deer would benefit the increasing deer population
more they anything else in this. By limiting non-antler deer we allow the female deer to increase
population be able to breed more, therefore letting them breed and increasing all deer population.
yet you will be able to keep the hunters interested in the sport or possibly increase people’s
interest in the sport.

I believe that this is not a good idea. This will make many people very unhappy. | think that
things are fine the way they are. Do not make any changes.
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I don't consider myself a “real™ hunter but during deer season I do go at least once. So with that,
the changes don't have an effect on me as much as they would a person who is a hardcore hunter.
Although, I don't think they should expand youth season because that limits the deer for the rest
of us in the county.

I don't think this is a good idea. You're going to make a lot of hunters very unhappy.

I am up in the air with the idea of using crossbows during bow season. Maybe a trial run with it
wouldn't hurt. To get a better idea of how much the harvest number will rise for bow season. |
hunt near the lowa line, and have always seen a high number of deer in my area. This past year,
not so much. Very few bucks were seen, and low numbers of deer all together, worst year for my
family in a very very long time. I think a 3 day doe season during rifle season is a good idea
maybe for a few years and | also think one buck and one doe during bow season is enough for
any hunter at this time when numbers of deer are low. | have talked about this with several
hunting friends and | don't think the public would disagree. Thanks for letting me give my
opinions.

I think this is the wrong approach to this "problem”, instead of shortening the season, I think
there should be a longer season with antler restrictions and a limited antler-less tags you are able
to buy. I also don't think it is a good idea to bring crossbows to the physically able during
alternative season, you might as well allow center fire high powered rifles.

I like the longer youth season and the shorter antlerless season.

I believe that because of these changes in deer management that it will only increase poaching.
Limiting the days of rifle season will only make people want to kill the first thing they see,
instead of waiting on mature bucks. I think we should start a point limit in order to increase the
mature bucks instead of killing little spikes and never giving them a chance to mature. Taking
away a doe tag will increase the number of deer around the state, even where they are limited.
the changes that are being made will only make things worse not better, taking the peoples
thoughts into consideration would be appreciated.

| feel that the change in regulations will not help our deer population. Shortening hunting seasons
will increase the amount of poachers drastically due to not enough time to kill the desired deer.
Shortening season may also result in more kills of pre-mature deer due to the realization of a
shorter hunting season. | feel that a more effective regulation would be to use a antler number
regulation, meaning only a certain amount of antlers are considered legal kills.

I believe shortening the regular deer season is going cause hunters to be less ethical on their
hunting methods. There are going to be immature deer killed because hunters aren't going to
want to wait for more mature deer. Yes making the youth deer season longer is a good idea but
I'm not too excited about the regular deer season. | don't really like the idea of the deer tag thing
either.

I DO NOT support any of the proposed changes. | am especially opposed to the changes in
archery hunting. Crossbows DO NOT belong in archery season. This is simply a market grab by
manufacturers to sell more of their product. If you DO NOT allow crossbows during archery
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there is no reason to change the buck harvest. Without the 1 buck after rifle season I will not
have any reason to hunt for the balance of the season. Effectively, | get robbed of TWO
MONTHS of hunting time because manufacturers want to sell more crossbows. NO NO NO

I am not a fan of making crossbows an acceptable method for all archery hunters. If the goal of
this is to encourage bow hunters to continue to bow hunt later in life, rather than removing the
medical exception completely, an alternative solution could be to remove the medical exception
for anyone 50 or older or 55 and older. In this way, the value of traditional bow hunting can be
maintained without jeopardizing/reducing the number of traditional bow hunters. If crossbows
become open for all archery hunters, then I would be in favor of reducing the number of archery
bucks to 1. However, if crossbows are not open for all archery hunters, 1 still think the current
limit of 2 bucks is fine. I would not be in favor of reducing the antlerless or regular season
timeframes.

Being an archer for the last 45 years, | see nothing wrong with using a crossbow. | had to go to a
crossbow two years due to a duty related injury. Many people think a crossbow is basically a 30-
06 with an arrow. It is not; you must know your yardage and wait for a good open shot just like a
vertical bow. | would hope including crossbow would maybe get a few more people interested in
archery hunting. I would set minimum poundage of around 150 to ensure good knock-down and

penetration.

Bravo! Thank you Jason and Emily. Keep up the great work. You give hope to a long time
Missouri deer hunter. |1 hope the commission works with you on these changes and hope that
someday the firearms season will be moved to the end of Nov. or first of Dec. Once again, thank
you so much.

I agree with all proposed changes to the deer regulation.

I have no problem with the proposed changes to the Deer Hunting Regulations. If I were to add
anything, 1 would allow Black Powder Cartridge Rifles to be used during the Alternative
Methods portion, (formerly known as the Muzzle Loader portion; later the Primitive Weapons
portion). These single-shot firearms, such as the Sharps, are comparable in range, accuracy, and
efficiency to today's modern muzzle loaders. This would give those of us that own and shoot
these antique design firearms another opportunity to enjoy them.

I am against the reduction of the season to 9 days. I feel this is being done to allow a calming
time for the second youth if it is moved to three days after rifle season ends. Why the reduction?
Some people are not able to hunt until towards the end of the season or in the antlerless season.
No reduction in antlerless season. Archery season changes ok, I might could hunt if I could shoot
a crossbow. One antlered ok especially in areas where there needs to be more antlerless animals
harvested. Non-resident could be lowered to 200.00.

As an avid archer I'm fervently against the idea of allowing crossbows during archery season.
Hunting an animal with a bow requires both practice and patients. It isn't something that most do
halfheartedly. Also if part of the intent of reducing the number of antlered deer for archery is to
increase the size and population then to allow anyone to use a crossbow seems to completely
defeat the purpose. I don't have an issue with only being allowed to take one antlered deer as that
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will tend to make bow hunters more selective. | am also not against allowing those that are
disabled the opportunity to use a crossbow for archery. I find it hard to believe that a survey of
archers said that the majority were in favor of allowing crossbows. If the survey went to all
hunters | could see that as gun hunters would use it as an opportunity to hunt more. Allowing
anyone to use a crossbow from September through January would dramatically increase the
number of deer taken from archery tags. Reducing the November portion of the gun season will
do little to change the overall deer harvest. The opening weekend there are many many hunters
in the woods. By the last two days that number has dropped off by a huge portion. One thing I
will say is that the number one contributing factor to having fewer deer with large racks is that
the rifle season is during the rut. If the rifle season was moved out of the rut then it would
drastically increase the chances of survival for antlered deer and allow them to grow into larger
and more mature deer. I know this isn't on the proposed changes at this time but as | am only
stating my opinion I thought I would put it out there. In reference to the below question I think
that the non-resident deer permit should be more. Those of us that hunt out of state pay a
premium to hunt those states and if we could make the correct changes to allow for bigger more
mature animals (i.e. moving the gun season to December instead of during the rut) then others
would be willing to pay the premium to come here and support our conservation. Right now we
do not draw the big spenders from states such as Illinois and lowa but that could be remedied
with the correct changes. Thanks for the opportunity to state my opinion.

First I would like to know if these changes are being considered because of over harvest or loses
of Deer to CWD EHD. The MDC has already reduced the number of tags we can get last season
2014, my thought is that with reducing the length of the general season will have no effect on
hunters most of us are weekend only hunters anyway but cutting the antlerless season to only 3
days seems excessive. | count on that season to fill the freezer for my family will there still be an
alternative methods season and how long will that be? Youth season is okay with me never under
stood the January hunt anyway burrrr. | don't hunt the urban zones, it’s too hard to find a place to
hunt so get rid of it. Archery I'm good with the one buck only but maybe add a doe tag. You gave
unlimited bonus tags anyway so make it 3 deer on archery tag. Yes to crossbows, it’s about time.
Maybe if the MDC did not cull all those deer in the CWD zone the heard would be more
numerous. Colorado has had CWD since the sixties and they are still hunting deer out there.
Thanks for listening.

I do not want less days for the regular deer season. We had a record harvest this past year which
tells me we have record herd numbers and | am afraid if we cut the days down to hunt the deer
will become overpopulated. | don't want to lengthen the youth season. What we have for the
youth gives them a good enough head start on the adults. | don't want to reduce the antlerless
season or number of deer killed. Again we are borderline overpopulated. | agree with crossbows
being allowed in archery season. Other states allow it and there has been no adverse effects, and
there are some older hunters and disabled hunters that would take advantage of this option
without having to have a doctor's note. Thanks, D.B.
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There is no reason to reduce the antlered deer taken in bow season. In actuality it is the taking of
does that reduces the population. A buck taken in the late season has already bred and a doe
taken then also. When you kill the doe you kill two. I would like to see a longer rifle season,
without an increase in the number of deer allowed. My sons and | own a farm in Branson and
have to come a long way to hunt. Arranging time from work and school is hard. | suspect there
are a lot of persons in our position.

1. Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9-days. I don’t
understand how reducing the number of days by 2 is going to do much. Most deer, if you look at
the numbers, are killed on the weekends. The last two days are minimal on the whole and you are
taking away days for guys that work on the weekends to hunt. Yes, back in 1995 when it was
extended it was to have two more days to kill more deer, but it was also to appease the guys that
have to work on the weekends. I think you will be better served on deer herd health by moving
the gun portion to the first week of December (Although, I don’t like that either, but some
concession can be made) than reducing the number of days. If you move gun season to
December and out of the rut there will be less pressure on mature bucks when they are breading
does. | have also noticed a lot of mature bucks are going completely nocturnal which shows the
amount of pressure constantly on them. 2. Expand the late youth portion to 3-days beginning the
first Friday after Thanksgiving. Stupid, stupid, stupid, stupid, stupid, stupid. You guys don’t
learn. Keep the bigger seasons away from holidays. Why can’t you figure that out. Yes,
antlerless season went through Thanksgiving, but that is completely different. As at that time
most people are tired from regular season and go at their own leisure. | would have thought from
all the flack you got previously and from this year by putting the early youth season over
Halloween you would be able to think, “Maybe this is just as bad or worse.” On top of the fact
that the last time the first youth season was over Halloween we were told you would never do
that again. Well you did it again for some stupid reason. Maybe you just forgot. But | am telling
you KEEP THE YOUTH SEASONS AND MAIN FIREARM SEASON OUT OF HOLIDAYS.
It causes a lot of issues with family time. Main season would be the dumbest of all. You are
going to make a lot of wives very mad. Youth seasons can be just as bad because your wife is
saying, “You aren’t going anywhere we have our dinner with blah blah blah and blah blah blah.”
While your kid is going, “Dad, | want to hunt.” Naturally you do what keeps your wife happy.
Thanksgiving is more than just that Thursday. It is the whole weekend for most families. 3.
Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December.
Here is your fix to #2. Flip the late youth season with this. Put Antlerless season over
Thanksgiving. It gives times for the bucks to calm down from regular gun season so the kids
have a better chance to kill a buck. Like | said above, the antlerless season is more a leisure
activity or people that couldn’t get off for regular season. As for reducing it to three days, | agree
with that. 4. Eliminate the urban zones portion. Why? What does it hurt? This is a new one.
There isn’t a lot of deer Kkilled during the urban portion. The only argument | could see against it
is there isn’t a lot of good places to hunt during this portion, so it may not be doing a lot of good
anyway. You need more special bow hunts closer to the towns. 5. Allow crossbows as a legal
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method during the archery deer and turkey season. I’m on the fence with this one. I don’t have a
clear opinion either way. | know if you allowed crossbows | would seriously consider getting
one. Whether I got one or not, I am not sure. | would recommend reducing antlerless tags if you
open crossbows. The currently unlimited probably will need to be reduced to two or three. The
purist hunters want to have vertical bows only. Of course then you have the purist of the pure
saying that compounds shouldn’t be used either. So, it just depends to what level you want to
regulate it. There are pros and cons to crossbows and compounds. | would say that it is slightly
easier to hunt with a crossbow than a compound and you will have an influx of weekend
warriors. That probably concerns me more than anything is if you opened crossbows how many
people will it bring it that thing they can shoot a crossbow 10 times and then go hunting. I’ve
thought in the past that you should have a regulation as such: Children under 18 (16 year olds
aren’t always fully developed to pull a bow), people with disabilities, and adults over 60 can use
crossbows. The big thing for me is just making it easier for kids to hunt. 6. Reduce the limit of
antlered deer during the archery season to 1. I’m fine with this. It is incredibly hard to kill one
after gun season anyway. If | were to suggest something it would be to have 1 any deer tag for
archery, 1 for regular guns season, and 1 for muzzleloader season. I liked it better back in the day
when muzzleloader season had its own tags. That is more revenue for you guys anyway. That
could be the way you balance out lowering out of state tags is make alternate season a separate
tagged season like it was for years. 7. Simplify conservation area regulations by limiting methods
and use of firearms and archery antlerless permits. | didn’t know this was an issue. | don’t deer
hunt them much, so this doesn’t affect me much. The conservation land is your land. You can do
as you wish on them. You guys typically do a great job anyway on those places. If you want to
limit activities based on that areas deer herd or relative position to a city that is your call not ours
in my opinion. Yes, technically it is “public” land, but really it is yours to manage how you want.
We may complain. My usual complain is the timing of when you do your prescribed burns. 1 do
turkey hunt your land sometimes. When you do a prescribed burn 1 or 2 weeks before turkey
season it tends to make me mad. On the whole they are great, but the timing isn’t always great.

8. Out of state tag cost. The people who usually complain are A) people that used to live here
and now have to pay over $200 for a tag instead of the usual $17 B) people that don’t want out of
state people here anyway C) guide services who want more people from out of state. | think your
everyday hunter really doesn’t care much but on the whole, but if pressed would rather keep out
of state people away from their local deer herds. Then you have the people that just don’t want
anybody, most of the time it is a small town guy that doesn’t want city people or out of state
people period. Guide services and guys that lease land want lower costs because it will increase
their revenue. My opinion is keep the costs where they are or even increase them, but I have
thought if you are a natural born Missouri resident you shouldn’t have to pay out of state fees.
I’ve suggested if you have a Missouri social security number or you are a current resident of the
state you shouldn’t have to pay out of state fees. 9. Other opinions: Telecheck is very cheap for
you to run. | understand that, but you need to find some way of having people verify the deer
they Killed. There aren’t enough checks on what the deer is they are checking in. I am a
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proponent of bringing back the check in stations, but that may be too costly. With technology
being what it is I don’t think it is too much to ask for a person to submit a picture of the deer they
are checking in with the telecheck number on a piece of paper with the deer. You will get a lot of
flak from older hunters, but it isn’t too much to ask. Rack rule. Either make it state wide or do
away with it completely. | don’t really care either way. It is not fair for us northerners to have it
and the Ozark guys don’t.

I support all of the changes except limiting archery hunters to one buck. I strongly believe that
limiting archery hunters to one buck for the 4 month archery season will greatly reduce the
amount of time archery hunters will hunt. This reduction in time in the field will impact the
revenues generated by archery hunters in small and medium towns. | believe the present archery
regulation allowing two bucks should remain unchanged. The amount of bucks taken during
archery season pales in comparison to the other deer seasons.

Firearms season proposals: If you really want to increase the number of deer and particularly
larger bucks--move the firearms season completely out of the month of Nov. to Dec. such as
lowa. Moving it to Dec. means that basically the rut is over, majority of does are bred, and bucks
are back to the feeding, resting mode. I'm sure gun hunters would object, but look at what has
happened for deer hunting in lowa. It is the preferred deer hunting state for big bucks! 2. I am
adamantly opposed to allowing crossbows in the archery season. The rationale behind your
thinking is heavily flawed! First, a 40 Ib. compound bow with 85% let-off requires youngsters or
"oldsters™ to hold 6 Ibs. Anyone not capable of that probably isn't going to be interested in
bowhunting anyway. Besides, the NASP school program is going to be much more instrumental
in bringing young people into bowhunting than allowing them to carry a 8 to 15 Ib crossbow into
the woods! Older folks that are not physically capable of shooting a conventional bow, already
have the ability to get a Dr.'s statement that allows them to use a crossbow. The guys | have
encountered in the woods using crossbows on disability permits are carrying 30 Ib climbing tree
stands on their backs or under their arms hundreds of yards into the woods, and most of them are
20 years younger than this 63 year old, bad knees, 58# longbow shooter that still hangs stands
and removes them practically each day of hunting. If you think the 19% ratio of bucks killed in
archery season now warrants a reduction of buck tags, what will it be like when you allow
crossbows in archery season. The manufacturer's own representatives talk about the ability of a
novice to group arrows out to 75 yards with a day or two of practice. In the fine print they then
say, we don't recommend shooting at animals at that distance. What kind of fools do they take us
for? In this day and age longer is perceived to be better. Woods skills are being lost at an
alarming rate, replaced by lighted, beeping arrow nocks, cross guns, | even saw a new arrow or
crossbow bolt with a broadhead that shoots a bullet at the point of impact with an animal. | feel
your mentoring program, outdoor women workshops, NASP, family outdoor events, and
mandatory bowhunter education will accomplish your goal of introducing more people to
archery than simply caving in to the interests of the crossbow manufacturers. Their interests are
in selling $1100 bows, plus $500 more worth of accessories. The guys who fought so hard to get
an archery season in Missouri (like Earl Hoyt Jr and others) would throw up their hands in
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disgust at the very thought of allowing the crossgun in archery season. My own son killed his
first archery deer at 14 with a longbow. Prior to that he hunted rabbits, squirrels, frogs, and fish
with compounds and recurves from the age of 8 or 9. | began bowhunting in 1976 at age 25 with
a Herters recurve, then for 3 years with a compound before returning to a recurve in 1984, then a
longbow in 1993. Still use the same longbow 22 years later, accounting for deer, turkey, fish,
frogs, squirrels, rabbits, etc. I grew up in a suburb of Kansas City and did not come from a
hunting family. Don't destroy our archery season for the sake of the almighty dollar. We have the
best conservation department and system, including CFM, UBM, NWTF, DU, QU, and many
others. Let's work together at promoting and teaching wood craft, habitat value and
improvement, not selling out to a self-serving industry.

Maintain the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length to 9-days. The two
days during the week of Thanksgiving are critical to hunters that wish to take that week off to be
with family and hunt. I believe the current 11 days is where it should be. If you want to increase
the herd add more antler restrictions or just change when you can take a doe. For instance, you
can only shoot does on Saturday or Sunday, or for the first 5 days of the season.

Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first Friday in December.
Why not move this season earlier than firearm season so there is less chance of taking a pregnant
doe? It would give hunters a chance to get out early and to take their kids when it is warmer. |
think it should be at least 9 days no matter what. Eliminate the urban zones portion. Why, this is
where the deer are over populated. Letting the urban herd grow will not help the rural herds
grow.

| support the conservation changes to archery season

I don't have a problem with any of these changes. I like moving the late youth season to hope for
better temps for kids. I'd like to see the youth season extended to at least full week. It is a bad
idea to start the youth season on Halloween. It's hard to get young kids out for a morning hunt
when you have to drive a good distance. Most kids don't want to pass up trick or treating for one
of the two evening hunts. These kids are the future of our hunting. Please give them better
chances. Thank You

I would have no problem giving up days of the regular season to allow youth more time to
harvest a deer considering the days they are allowed to hunt are limited because mainly of school

Don't support: The proposed reduction in the bag limit for antlered deer during the archery
season. Many archery hunters only go out during the second portion of the season because they
have an opportunity to take a second buck. Supports: Reciprocal permit pricing for nonresidents
hunting in Mo. Limiting the number of antlered deer nonresidents can harvest. Ensuring
accountability by requiring in-person checking of all deer harvested.

Agree with most of the proposals, however, disagree with eliminating the urban portion and the
reduction in bucks for bow season (if we want to increase deer population, further temporarily
limit doe tags). What | would really like to see is an increase in the number of agents to reduce
poaching!
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I'm in agreement with most of your proposed changes. | have land in Monroe county and have
hunted on it for the past 16 years. We have always had a good # of deer, but | started seeing
declines in that number starting in about 2007 and then we lost a large portion of our herd in
2012 to hemorrhagic disease (we found 16 dead from it). This past season was the worst | have
experienced. | saw a total of 4 deer in two different bow hunting trips, one of those during what
should have been prime time Nov 1, 2. The two changes that | do not like is moving the late
youth only season to right after thanksgiving. I think that you should give the deer some time to
settle down after the main firearms season. If you want to move it up, why not move it to the
second week of December. The other change | do not agree with is the use of crossbows. Older
hunters can already hunt with a crossbow with a doctors written notice. The use of a crossbow
will take part of the skill out of the sport. Knowing that you have to get a deer within 40 yards or
less to get a shot make you a better hunter and gives a better chance to the deer. A crossbow is
not a whole lot different than a rifle, just a shorter range, but still past what most standard bows
would be effective at. My biggest concern is CWD. | was very saddened to see that more deer
were found with it this past season, and several of those were outside the small area where you
have found all the others. | had hoped that maybe you could contain it, or even eliminate it, but it
looks like it's just going to spread. | feel bad for the next generation of hunters, because their
experience is going to much different then what | have seen. Thank you for all you do.

Just as long as there are bow only areas that do not allow crossbows, there is no problem. The
idea that most people have are that crossbows are like rifles and this could cause problems for
the bow users. 1 did not see any changes for the alternative season which is excellent.

The proposed regulation changes contradict themselves. It is explained in the rationale that
reducing the firearms deer season by two days will help increase deer numbers, which are now
"at or below desired levels.” The same rationale is used to explain reducing the antlerless portion
of the firearms season. | am not against any of these proposals. | am strongly against allowing
crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. The rational used is that
allowing crossbows "will help younger hunters enter the sport and also prolong participation by
older hunters.” This is a very weak rationale. There are many modern compound bows made for
youth and other hunters who cannot draw a lot of weight. Older hunters can already get an
exemption to use crossbows if they meet the right criteria. The rational states that most deer
hunters are in favor of crossbows for archery season. Is this surprising? Allowing crossbows
would give rifle hunters similar opportunities during the archery season to harvest another buck.
Archery hunting is a sport, which should give the advantage to the animal, not the hunter. When
muzzleloader hunting was first introduced, it was supposed to be a traditional hunt. It has since
morphed into a separate rifle season with scoped "muzzleloaders™ shooting up to 200 yards. If
the MDC believes that deer numbers are at, or below desired levels, why would we want to give
another advantage to the hunter, and not the deer. | would hope that Missouri could keep Archery
hunting as a pure sport, and not succumb to the pressure of crossbow lobbyist and marketing
campaigns. In closing, Archery hunting is not for everybody. It should be harder than rifle
hunting. Modern crossbows are nothing more than short range rifles; they are not archery. The
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allowance of crossbows would clearly offset, or reduce the positive effects of the other proposed
MDC regulations. J.M.

I hate to see the reductions, but who can fault the Dept. of Conservation on deer management. |
have hunted for many years and find fun in all hunts, deer or no deer. You do a great job. Keep it

going.

I think allowing crossbows during deer archery season is a great idea. | don't really have an
opinion about the rest of the proposed changes.

| agree with the shortening of the rifle season, but not with the youth changes or archery changes.
Taking into account the weather of rifle season opening weekend, when most hunters are out, |
am a firm believer that the weather and antler point restrictions are the two greatest factors in the
harvest numbers. Also, the previous year’s droughts, and inability of fair-weather rifle hunters to
adapt and harvest had a huge impact on numbers. Legalizing crossbow hunting for all of archery
season will most likely result in more 2 year old legal bucks being killed by sheer excitement of
gun hunters getting their first "archery kill"- thus hurting the mature deer numbers, and having
less bucks making it to the rut to breed. | would like to see the statistics of archery hunters who
actually harvest two antlered deer per year. It is not an easy feat, especially with land prices
rising through the roof, and leases becoming more and more popular options for land owners.
Most archery hunters NEED the two buck tags to kill one buck a year. Late season hunting can
be the best bow hunting of the year, but does take plan changes and hard work. I'd really
appreciate an honest, personal reply from this. Thanks for all that you do for us!

Leave the northern counties alone. | have hunted there for years and see plentiful deer and would
like to see it go back to at least 2 does and 1 buck in firearms. I spend entirely too much money
to drive up there as well as my family and friends to have restrictions like this sanctioned. You
need to let loose a little of the northern counties and be on the southern counties to thrive the
population for all counties to benefit from the deer season revenue.

I support the firearm season proposals. | am against allowing crossbows during the archery
season. | support reducing the limit of antlered deer during the archery season to 1.

I am able to use a crossbow because of severe shoulder arthritis. I have killed three deer with my
crossbow and | feel | could have just as easily killed each one of them with a vertical bow
(except for my bad shoulder). Many states and Canadian provinces allow crossbow hunting
during archery season with no problems. Archery equipment is archery equipment whether it is
vertical or horizontal. I am not in favor of any expansion of the youth deer season. 10 years of
special opportunities for youth hunters (and their adult hunter) is already too much.

I understand that in some parts of the state, deer numbers are down. However, in Northwest
Missouri (specifically Worth, Gentry, & Harrison Counties) deer numbers are still very high.
From a safety standpoint, | would like to see the deer population decrease in Northwest Missouri,
rather than increase. You can't drive very far in these counties without seeing at least one deer
along the side of the road that was hit by a car. Maybe these proposed changes could only affect
certain counties the way that the antler point restrictions do. I wonder the auto insurance industry
would have any data to examine that would help you with this decision. | know that rates for
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comprehensive auto insurance vary by county, and | was told by my agent that it was due to,
among other things, the propensity for hitting deer in those counties. Maybe that data could be
examined and used as a guide for where to build up deer populations and where not to.

As a Missouri landowner and archery hunter, I am NOT in favor of the proposed changes that
would include the use of crossbows during the archery season except for those who are
physically unable to draw back a conventional bow. | believe that this would be detrimental to
bowhunting. At this time when | bow hunt the deer are relatively relaxed and easy to watch.
Cross bows are just like guns, you just can’t shoot the distance. In my area, the surrounding
properties host 6 - 10 gun hunters per 100 acres. If even half of these folks take up a crossbow,
the bucks on my farm will never make it to the trophy levels that | wait for. Crossbows for me
will ruin the reason | went out and bought my 95 acres. This year | harvested a 170 class deer. |
would say that bucks like this will not exist anymore if the woods are teaming with crossbow
hunters. This regulation that would allow crossbows during the archery season will ruin the
experience for many dedicated archery hunters. Also, | spent the second half of archery season in
pursuit of a second buck. I have never harvested two bucks with my archery tags in 35 years of
archery hunting. If | were only allowed 1 buck, my season could end in 1 day if the right buck
came by. These newly proposed archery season regulations will ruin archery season for many
dedicated archery hunters.

I live in Bollinger County near Leopold. In live on a 200 acre farm where | manage soybeans,
hay, timber, and wildlife. In 2012 the price of soybeans skyrocketed to $17 per bushel. | have
many neighbors that converted their hayfields into soybeans. They were planting small fields
surrounded by woods. They were given permission by the MDC to shoot a certain amount of
does. The farmers shot many more than their tags allowed them to harvest. A blind eye was
turned towards this illegal activity. There were also bucks being shot. The deer were left to rot in
the July and August heat. | believe that crossbows would be a very good addition to archery
season. In Bollinger County there are many hunters such as myself that work 45 hours per week
and have limited time to hunt evenings while raising children. I would benefit greatly by
knowing that my success rate would be greatly increased by using a crossbow instead of a
compound bow. My family loves eating venison and knowing that | could most likely harvest a
couple of more deer every year would be an economic boost for my family. If people don't want
to use the crossbow they can still use a compound of recurve. | do not think shortening the
season is good in any way. The firearm season is already more of a sprint than a marathon. If
anything I would like to see the firearm season lengthened to 2 weeks instead of the current 10
days. Doe tags should also be increased to two per hunter instead of 1 per hunter as it is
currently. 1 do not want to hear soybean farmers complaining about deer damage simply because
they have gold fever over $15 per bushel soybeans. The way to control the deer population in
Bollinger County is to let legal hunters harvest more venison. If the deer herd gets increased in
Bollinger county the soybean farmers will poach the deer that they see eating their soybeans.
My conclusion is to permit crossbows, increase doe tags, and lengthen the firearm season for
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Bollinger County. | cannot comment on other areas of the state. | hunt only in Bollinger County.
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to have a voice, Your fellow conservationist, K.H.

Bad idea to shorten the November portion. Some guys only have that time to hunt. The antlerless
portion being in December isn't as useful to guys b/c of it being so close to the holidays and
family stuff going on. I hunt in Audrain county and seen plenty of deer this year. | don't think
that the deer numbers are down at all. 1 would have liked an additional tag for the extra meat. |
tagged out in one evening. Maybe just consider cutting back the unlimited doe tags to just 2 or 3
antlerless like it used to be. Raise out of state tags. We are really cheap considering what you
want to pay in other states to go there and hunt. Out of state any deer tag = $400. Out of state
antlerless tag = $225.

I would not like to see the seasons shortened. I am currently hunting in southeast Mo where deer
numbers are not comparable to other areas of the state. As | have lived and hunted in central Mo
and northwestern Mo in the years past, | can attest that the hunting in this area is much different
and the extra days are very much needed if you are trying to harvest the certain deer you have
been hunting. Also my family is a very tight nit hunting family and we rely on the yearly deer
harvest to help subsidize our grocery bill. Less time in the stand usually equates to less meat in
the freezer. So to end my comment | would vote against the shortening of any season or less tags
to be sold. At the same time | agree with moving the youth season to a more hospitable time of
year as | have young kids who will soon be of age to start the hunting education and lifestyle my
father bestowed unto me.

I would have no problem with a 9 day November portion season. | object strongly to lengthening
the late youth season when you cut the November portion and the antlerless season but lengthen
the youth season. I believe antlerless season should be late December and should be 9 days. | feel
that cross bows would give more people the opportunity to hunt the archery season. Non-resident
tags should be comparable with the state from which the hunter comes from. If a state charges
$500.00 to hunt elf/deer or whatever then Missouri should charge that person the same amount
for hunting our deer or turkey or whatever wildlife. As challenging as archery hunting is | would
not support changing the number of antlered deer you take with a bow.

Agree with reducing firearms to 9 days and doe season to 3 days. Agree with buck limit for
bowhunting. Disagree with crossbows - if you want to put age based limits (ok under 16 and over
65) then you accomplish what you want without completely opening the regulation. Prefer late
youth firearms in January. Thank you.

Take the 4 point restriction away. Every buck that has at least 7 point is getting taken out as soon
as they are seen when a lot of people would let a lot of the smaller rack 7 and 8 pointers go
because they figure they will see a bigger one and end up not shooting a buck at all and the
people that want to shoot a buck will shoot smaller ones and be done but by targeting the
upcoming 2 and 3 year old bucks we are taking out the older age class of deer and getting left
with a younger deer heard and small genetics because we are taking the older an better genetics.
Thank you.




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 225

1. Maintaining the current timing of the November portion but reducing the length from 11 days
to nine days. Comment: | believe this is good, and | support this proposed change. 2. Expanding
the late youth firearms weekend from two days to three days and having it begin the Friday after
Thanksgiving instead of early January. Comment: | support this proposed change. | have a son
that participates in the youth season, and I think this would increase his enthusiasm for
participation. 3. Reducing the length of the antlerless firearms portion from 12 days to three days
and beginning it on the first Friday in December. Comment: I think 12 days is too long, and three
days is too short. I would counter-propose reducing to 7 days, and only include one weekend
period in that. I think the important factor to temporarily reduce some of the antlerless harvest is
to eliminate one of the weekends. 4. Eliminating the urban zones portion. Comment: | do not
have an opinion on this. 5. Allowing crossbows as a legal method. Comment: I support allowing
crossbows as a legal method during the full length of archery season. | have hunted with a
compound bow for 25 years, and sometimes with a crossbow for the past 3 years. | do not see a
significant advantage in using a crossbow, as some folks think. | do see allowing crossbow
hunting as a valid means to get more youth involved in archery hunting, and to get older hunters
more involved. 6. Reducing the limit of antlered deer during the archery season from two to one.
Comment: | do not support this proposed change. I think two is an appropriate number. | would
counter-propose reducing or restricting the number of bonus antlerless permits that a hunter
could purchase.

A) Make the Youth Season does only (any kid would be proud of a deer, any deer) B) Rid the
antler restriction. C) raise out of state license rates.

I am for all the proposed changes with the EXCEPTION OF allowing crossbows during the
Archery season. Crossbows are similar to ANY FIREARM as the bow is in a locked & cocked
position and is fired with the pull of a TRIGGER. I am 100% AGAINST allowing crossbows to
be used in any season other than during the alternative method season. A youth should not be
archery hunting if they cannot draw the bow and allowing the use of a crossbow is not the proper
teaching method. As for older adults(and children for that matter), they can obtain a special
permit (my neighbor has one) if they are handicap and cannot physically draw a bow. I can also
tell you I have spoken with several hunters on this topic and not ONE wants the crossbow added.
Sincerely, B.H.

I think the length should stay the same because there are working people who can't take but
certain times off work for deer season. Any deer hunter knows that after opening day, the deer
make themselves scarce by going into the deep woods and are good at hiding, making them
harder to hunt. Also, for some people, deer meat may be a main source of food, as meat prices
are at an all-time high. Please leave the length of deer season as it is. Thank you.

I am strongly against shortening the season. The working man, like myself, already have
difficulty juggling work, kids, and hunting. | am all for giving children more opportunities to
hunt. Eliminating the urban zones is a bad idea. Deer traffic accidents are a real problem in
Jackson county where | spend most of my time. Thanks for caring, we appreciate it.
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I disagree with the reduction of doe season from 12 to 3 days. This limits the hunters to a narrow
window in which they may not be able to get off work. I suggest limits of 7 days from Saturday
to the following Sunday but also limit the number of does to 1. Even limit the total number of
does per hunter, archery, reg. firearms, doe season, and black powder to 1 or 2. Limit the number
of deer taken, not the opportunity to hunt. Respectfully, C.P.

I do not agree with allowing Crossbows during archery season, here's why- Archery seasons are
based on the premise of using a primitive weapon. Archery guidelines are about maintaining the
primitive weapons status. The change proposed is not currently within those ideal guidelines. If
your vision or health problems dictate you must use a crossbow to make a safe and humane shot,
then that would have you hunting (with your scoped cross bow), during the modern firearm
season or getting a permit to hunt during archery season. If you cannot see well enough or you
are not strong enough to hunt with a bow, then you should no longer hunt during archery
seasons. It's that simple, and a choice many others have made, and will have to make eventually,
to continue hunting. Personal ethics and the best interest of the animals we hunt would prevent
me from hunting with a bow if I could not see my site pins or draw back my bow.

1. I would be interested on if there would really be that much benefit by limiting archery hunters
to one buck. 1 do not believe there are that many bucks killed by archery means after firearms
season. 2. Every state outside Mo I have hunted non-residents have to draw for tags. That would
only seem to make sense for Mo. IA, KS and IL have plenty of deer but limit tags. Would be a
better way to manage our bucks.

I do not agree with the inclusion of crossbows in the archery season. A bow is not a weapon that
is continually cocked and ready to be fired. To this point, you have to discharge a crossbow
similar to discharging a muzzleloader as once it is loaded, there is no way to disarm without
firing the ball or in this case the bolt - which is not even an arrow. Part of what make the archery
season unique is that not only do you have to get close to the animal, you have to be skilled
enough to know when and when not to draw the bow and that is part of the hunt. It appears you
are already understand the success rate of the archery season will go up due to the inclusion of
the crossbow with the taking away the potential for a second archery buck in the new proposed
changes. With an increased success rate, will this ultimately result in a reduced archery season?
Please keep the crossbow out of the archery season as it already has a place in the regular
firearms season or muzzleloader season should someone want to choose to hunt with a crossbow.

I agree with all the proposed changes for 2016-2017 deer season.

This page needs another option check box in the "How did you hear about the proposed deer
season changes" that says "Email™. I'm fine with shortening the November Firearms portion to 9
days instead of 11. I'm fine with moving the late youth Firearms portion to Thanksgiving
weekend. I'm fine with shortening the antlerless portion to 3 days. | have no opinion on the urban
zones portion because | don't hunt in urban zones. Allowing crossbows as legal method during
the Archery portion has been a hot topic for some time now. I'm neither for or against it, but I
personally choose the Longbow, Recurve, or Compound and don't intend to use a crossbow even
if it's made legal to do so. I've shot crossbows before and didn't care for them because of the
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added weight and bulk. I don't particularly care for the 1 buck limit during Archery season, but
honestly I don't Archery hunt very much after firearms season unless | was unsuccessful and still
need a deer. If that's the case I'm just hunting for meat and not bone. Likewise, | stopped hunting
the muzzle loader portion of deer season when the opening date got pushed into middle
December and sold my muzzle loading rifle. I never agreed that it was a good idea to move the
antlerless portion up to start immediately after the November Firearms portion. Since the rut is
still going on and bucks have their antlers on it's too easy for a hunter to continue his hunt for a
buck and simply call it in as a doe. I've heard many stories of this happening and the perpetrators
got away with it scott free. Lastly, | think the non-resident permits should be increased.

I support all of the deer season changes except shortening the antlerless season to three days. I
would like to see it last seven days. | would like to see archery season shortened, it is too long. It
should start October 1 and end January 1. | would like to see Poosey Conservation Area
restricted to anydeer permits only.

I am against allowing the use of crossbows into the regular archery season. The crossbow is
more like a gun than a bow and can be carried fully drawn and ready to fire (deliberately or
accidently) they should only be allowed in the alternative season with the hunter orange
regulation enforced and for handicapped during the regular archery season. Also, if you are only
allowed one antlered deer during archery season most bowhunters will most likely not hunt the
first couple months of the season. I don't understand the thinking of these new considerations but
I hope that they fall to the wayside. It will definitely affect my own hunting and may end it
completely. I pray I am not the only one that feels this way and hope you really look at the cons
of the use crossbow during the regular archery season.

I am a strong advocate of all changes under consideration for the 2016-2017 season, particularly
with respect to shortening the firearm season and both archery proposals.

I own 142 acres in Mo. and reside in Illinois. | totally disagree with and have disagreed w/the
non-resident permit increase. | can't afford it. If the permit fee increases for non-residents | will
no longer hunt in Missouri. | grew up in Clark Co. and enjoy hunting and the outdoors, but this is
ridiculous. I pay triple for the non-resident permit vs. the taxes | pay on the land.

If one of our goals is to encourage young hunters then give them a doe tag at no cost. | work for
a newspaper and am a hunter ed instructor and it's almost impossible to get a young hunter to
share their story. Why, THEY DIDN"T KILL THE DEER! And if they take a doe it's like they
did something bad. Figure in what a youth season doe season harvest would be and then set your
limits around that figure.

MDC just had a season where there were more restrictions than in previous years. There isn't any
way to tell the effect those changes may have had, nor what would be the long term effects of
keeping those restrictions. Changing the regs before even being able to assess the results of
current changes is irresponsible and a knee jerk reaction. Crossbows? Sure, unless the archery
harvest spikes heavily. Perhaps a separate class of tag would help. Moving the season? I'm
against it. Shortening the season? I'm against that, as well, but would prefer that over moving
the season. 3-day youth hunt after Thanksgiving? Would prefer not, but not strongly. Reduce the
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any deer tags for archery? | have always wondered why this has been 2 rather than one. Sure,
reduce this and see how it works. Antler Point Restriction? Have never thought this was a good
idea. It goes against everything I believe in under QDMA guidelines. Let the hunters take the
inferior bucks out of the herd. I can see keeping the restriction if and only if there is a program
put in place to cull the inferior buck as antlerless or some other program. There you have it.
Does anyone listen to me though?

All of the proposed changes would be fine except for reducing the number of bucks an archer
could take during archery season. That second buck tag that's still in my pocket after rifle season
is the only reason | go hunting late season when it’s cold. If I were to kill a buck in early season,
then | would not go hunting again until rifle season which would really limit the number of times
I get to be on stand. Crossbows and the other changes don't bother me but this proposed change |
do not agree with.

Maintain the current timing of November portion and the reduction to 9 days seems like a good
management move, | agree. Youth late season is ok where it is! We give them too much now and
I don't think they should be allowed to actually hunt till they have gone through Hunters Ed and
not before the age of 11. Reduction of the length of antlerless season would be Ok. No opinion
on the urban zones portions. Definitely IN FAVOR of the use of crossbows as a legal method
during archery deer and turkey season! No reductions to the limit of antlered deer. Keep it the
way it is with only 1 buck before firearms season and one after. Thank you! These changes are
necessary to keep and improve the herd and future of hunting for everyone then I am in favor of
the changes especially the crossbow usage.

Crossbows should be allowed for anyone 50 years or older or a medical problem not allowing
them to use a bow. Other changes sound good to ensure deer hunting for future generations.

I support the changes MDC is considering. As a former avid bowhunter, | never thought I would
support crossbows. Now as | am getting older and have two small children, | don’t have the time
to practice like 1 once did or get in the woods nearly as often. In addition, my shoulders aren't
what they once were and | know that | am not as good as | once was. When | do make it out, |
would prefer to know | am prepared to make a good shot. | fully support the use of crossbows
because it will allow people like me to continue ethically pursuing deer during these seasons. In
the end, a dead deer is a dead deer, whether it was a bow or crossbow. That is why there are
seasonal limits. I also support the reduction from 2 bucks to 1 for archery. That is on par with
neighboring states and could offset increased hunter efficiency. | support the general reduction in
firearms seasons that are being considered. 9 days is plenty. As a Missouri Citizen and an avid
hunter, 1 would like to see MDC renew its interest in the Missouri River Recovery Program,
specifically the mitigation piece. This is a debt owed to the citizens of Missouri and it should be
repayed. | deer/turkey/waterfowl hunt on these properties and find them to be excellent. I would
like to see more of them available to Missouri hunters.

I strongly feel crossbows should be legal during archery season. | have legally hunted with a
crossbow for the past three seasons (Dr excuse for a bad shoulder). After hunting with a
compound bow for approx. 25 years previously, | have not found there to be much of a




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 229

difference between the two. | personally am a little bit more accurate with the crossbow, which
should result in fewer wounded deer (a good thing I believe). I do not feel that | can shoot the
crossbow any farther than the compound. I do not see any difference in using a crossbow during
archery season than allowing a scope on a rifle during gun season (both could provide for
improved accuracy). It would be great if legalizing crossbows would give a few more hunters the
opportunity to hunt. Please do not allow the selfishness of some to take away the opportunity of
others to enjoy archery hunting. Thank you for your time & consideration: D.G.

All of the proposed changes are OK.

This is a bad idea. My stepfather’s family leases a farm to out of state hunters. | was contacted
by them in reference to the changes in season. They offered half the amount they paid for last
season if the change is approved stating that it is not wise for them to drive out and spend a week
(citing warm weather or other problems in first days of season over the last 2 years. The family
uses the income from the group to keep this farm as a wildlife friendly location. They pay the
taxes and pay to plant food plots and maintain the farm for this purpose. If this change is made
the family will be forced to put ground back into crop production. The group of hunters are not
interested in driving from the east coast for just a few days if hunting. The group spends a lot of
money locally not to mention 6 out of state tags average. Also the amount of crops destroyed on
the other 2 farm has increased every year. Are less deer eating more crops. game cameras show
the same size herds as past years? As a hunter | have seen as many deer as past years but opted to
not harvest this year. | purchased all tags allotted in both gun and bow, did you count those as 4
tags purchased and no deer to fill the tags? If so, you were incorrect. If the change is made I will
not purchase tags, which will take away management monies. | will use farm tag and be done
with it. | feel the counting method your department is using is flawed in some way. You need to
seriously consider the changes you making in a time when the income to your department and
landowners is needed so badly.

I have no issue with the 9 day season. | have no issues with expanding the late youth portion to
3-days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving. | do not agree with allowing crossbows as a
legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. | believe this will cause more deer to
shot a farther distance and not be recovered. This method should remain as a tool for the
disabled. | do not agree with the reduction of the limit of antlered deer during the archery season
to 1. The second deer is after gun season and only the most dedicated hunters hunt during this
time.

I'm not in favor of the 1 buck for archery hunters. Don't your stats show that a very small
percentage of bow hunters kill 2 bucks? So aren't you addressing a problem that is not even a
problem? Or are you asking bow hunters to give up their second buck tag because you expect
cross bow hunters to kill so many bucks that the few bow hunters shouldn't be allowed their
second buck? I bow hunt strictly and look forward to the challenge of hunting bucks. I think
cross bows should only be allowed for those over 60 and under 16. Isn't that who you say you're
trying to recruit as hunters? If we're handicapped or injured we can already apply for an
exemption. There is no reason to allow crossbows for able bodied hunters during bow season, let
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them use them during firearm season and alternative methods. | don't see anything about
muzzleloader season. Is it staying the same? MI season started as a primitive season but now has
various weapons capable of killing deer at 250+ yards, do we need it to be so long? There is only
S0 many deer, it's ok for people not to get one sometimes. Thanks for the opportunity to voice
my opinion. C.J.

I agree with all of your firearm proposals. I also agree with allowing the use of crossbows, as |
think that it will promote more hunters, like the younger, and older people. It is a known fact that
the hunter numbers are declining, and | believe that this would help. I would say the biggest
percentage of the people that are against this change, hunt with a compound bow with all of the
latest technology on it, not a recurve, or longbow! | enjoy shooting, and hunting with my
compound bow, but if this helps promote hunters, then | am all for it. | do not agree with the
"one buck with the bow" though. A lot of hunters like to shoot deer and eat them, it's not all
about the horns for them, and | feel that if you are allowed two deer, then you should be able to
shoot two deer regardless of the sex. | myself the last few years have been selective on what |
shoot, and | have been letting the smaller bucks go, but it is deer hunting, so I don't think that
everyone should have to think the way that | do. A lot of people are putting too much emphasis
on shooting a big buck for making big bucks. I also think that the unlimited antlerless archery
permits should be done away with. | feel that one would be more than enough with all of the
other tags a person can get.

Crossbows should not be added to archery season for everyone. Only used with an exemption
like it has always been, or an age restriction could be implemented. Under 16 and over 55 could
use a crossbow during archery season. | like the shortened season for both the regular firearms
season and the antlerless season. Indifferent on the youth season move, but don't think adding a
day is needed. Indifferent on the urban zone change. | am not in favor of one antlered deer for
archery hunters. Very few people use their second any deer tag, but why limit the people who do
want to harvest two bucks during archery season. | want the option, if I harvest a buck early in
the season, to at least hunt for another buck after firearms season. There would be very little
change in deer harvest, but a bunch of unhappy archery hunters. There are options | would
support. Two bucks, but only one before firearms season during archery season, and only one
antlered deer with a firearm. A second buck could be harvested with a bow if a hunter does not
shoot a buck with a firearm. Or allow an unused firearm any deer permit to be used by any legal
method during the prescribed season after firearms season concludes. One archery any deer
permit and one firearm any deer permit. The latter essentially turns into an archery any deer after
firearms season. If you want to restrict harvest, stop selling so many antlerless permits. Limit
every hunter to using two antlerless permits total, by any method, including archery.
Nonresidents- Don't include turkey permits with the archery deer permits. Make a NR permit one
any deer permit, at a cost of $250, for either firearm or archery. An antlerless permit for a NR
should be $50 and limited to two total by any method. Antlerless permits can still only be
purchased after an any deer permit is purchased.

I don’t see where any changes are needed.




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 231

I agree with shortening firearms season to 9 days. | also agree with the 1 buck during archery
season. | totally DISAGREE with timing of youth season and the proposed one. The original one
is at peak rut and interferes with breeding. Missouri is one of the only states to have firearms
(youth and adult) season during peak breeding. This is also an open invitation for poaching. Too
many Dads shooting the deer and having the kids tag it. There must be a minimum age for youth
hunting! The majority of kids 9 years and under lack the physical skills and maturity to safely
harvest a deer. Fathers should take their children hunting when they are of age and during regular
firearms season. If you want to get more kids involved, give them free tags. You can make up for
the lost revenue by charging landowners for permits (I'm a landowner and would gladly pay for
permits). | don't agree with the crossbow. If you allow a crossbow, you might as well allow
muzzleloaders for archer season! You aren't giving the deer a chance. One other comment:
Poaching is running rampant and the lack of agents in the field is the problem. I thought
telecheck was supposed to put more agents in the field? Instead, telecheck has just made the
problem worse. I have hunted for 30 years and have only seen one agent in the field. People don't
even call there harvest in anymore. MDC needs more agents and more checkpoints. Write more
tickets to cover the expense of the new agents.

You’re on the right track. | agree with all of your proposals.

As a retired biologist, | definitely understand and appreciate the proposed changes. If population
levels are at or below desired numbers, | don't believe extending or changing the youth season at
the time is in the best interest of the population. Changes to the firearms deer season are
appropriate, although personally I really enjoy those two days after the first two weekends
because most of the hunters have left the field and deer are returning to their normal habits. | do
not support the 3 day doe season beginning in December. | believe it to be counterproductive to
your goals. By delaying the antlerless season, hunters have time to process their harvest, relax,
and prepare to go again. If there is a delayed 3 day antlerless season, | believe you will see a
much larger number of hunters in the field, harvesting more does. | would suggest an antlerless
season that still begins at the close of the firearms season, and goes through the following
weekend, making an antlerless season that is Monday through Sunday or 7 days. I really enjoy
the antlerless season, because a hunter can be selective, and rarely sees another hunter. I truly
believe the proposed 3 day season will actually result in a greater harvest of does and button
bucks.

I am an avid hunter in NJ. I know many people were against the implementation of the use of
crossbows a few years ago. This was for many reasons including that they are just like shooting a
gun and people would not practice and they were unsafe. First of all | gave up hunting and came
back to the sport due to the "crossbow". | find them no different than any other hunting
implement. If the desire is to be safe, it will happen with all types of implements used. The
effective range of a cross bow is no different than a regular bow. All four of the deer that | have
taken in the last two years of crossbow hunting have been within 30 yards. | enjoy the sport
again. | practice as much as I can in the spring and summer leading up to our early season and
enjoy it more than even hunting with a firearm. A respectful hunter in NJ, A.
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I support all of these changes to some level. | would like to see crossbow allowed in Missouri as
an option during regular archery season. | have been hunting with the crossbow during the
alternative and firearms seasons for several years. | find it gives me another hunting tool to use
when hunting deer, | would love to try turkey hunting with a crossbow but never tried it. | find it
does well in hunting blinds, and it is still very challenging. | would like see the November
firearms season stay at 11 days.

All of the proposed changes make sense and move to limiting the number of deer taken across all
deer hunting seasons EXCEPT allowing crossbows during all of archery season. This makes no
sense to me and is the only proposed change that will increase the number of deer killed rather
than decrease. | believe crossbows belong with the alternative method season. The 10 other guys
I hunt with all agree with me on this issue. I'm not a huge fan of moving youth season to the
weekend after Thanksgiving. Moving it to a holiday weekend of any kind seems like a bad idea.

I am for all the changes except the crossbow being legal for everyone to use. | believe you
should set a age limit say 45 years of age and up then you can use a cross bow legally.

I'm all for legal crossbow hunting in archery season.

The antlerless firearms SHOULD BE REDUCED to 3 days. Bowhunters should be BOW
HUNTING, NOT CROSSBOW HUNTING. If you are older than 60 years of age then you
should be able to crossbow hunt in archery season. If you are younger than 60 then you should
be hunting archery with a bow. I strongly disagree on the archery season buck limit going down
to 1 instead of 2. In my experience most bow hunters are selective on age of buck taken. But it
also is a lot harder to tag an older buck using a bow rather than a gun. I use the 2nd bow season
to hunt a very mature deer- | never do but it is the fact that your get to keep going out into the
woods and hunt, I could care less about the killing part.

Cross bows should be allowed but not for youths. The youth season should not be extended and
not be before regular gun season, or thanksgiving. The excuse of introducing them before the
regular season only has a negative effect on bow hunters. Both my sons went with me during
regular firearms season not during youth season. Youth season for turkey season should also be
canceled. It also has a negative effect on turkey hunting for adults.

Leave the archery laws alone, no on the crossbow without a medical permit and no to the number
of buck. If it's not broken don't fix it!

Reducing the number of days of gun season may be necessary to maintain our deer herd. The
same can be said for reducing the number of antlered deer during archery season. | also favor
extending the youth portion to get more kids involved, however | think the MCD should look
closely at deer taken with a high powered rifle by a 6-7-8 year old. | have serious doubts about a
child of that age and stature being able to handle a 30-06, .270 Or .243 without more than a little
assistance from an adult. As for allowing crossbows as a legal method during archery season, |
feel this is also a good idea. With the type of compound bows now used to hunt the difference
between the compound and cross bows is minimal. If nothing else allowing the use of cross bows
by those 55 and older should be permitted.
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I am in favor of all the changes you are considering. I think these changes will improve our deer
herd and also improve our hunting here in Missouri. | have been deer hunting for over 50 years
and remember when there was only the one season and only a few days long and the hunting was
still great!

I don't agree with shortening the firearms season. | believe it should stay the way it is but maybe
move it up a weekend earlier. | do believe anyone should be allowed to use a crossbow during
archery season. | agree with the other changes proposed.

I would like to see regulations like lowa with limiting the number of non residents and raising
the rates. lowa, Kansas, and Illinois are all known for having big deer and enough of them.
Missouri is known for cheap and easy tags with limiting the numbers. It would make it more
desirable, which in turn you can raise the price. Hunters from all around the country flock here in
November, they lease up most the land and make it nearly impossible to find land to hunt. Which
in turn leaves lots of residents having nowhere but over hunted public land. All of these states
surround Missouri they just have different rules and regulations which seems to be working just
fine. I'm don't believe the deer herd is as healthy as it should be with hunting or even just driving
around you don't see nearly the deer there was a few years ago. | believe a lot of that has to do
with the die off. Something needs to change to bring the deer population back. I'm not sure how
crossbows are gonna help this. | have shot crossbows and they are way easier the a regular bow
you don't have to draw back with a deer standing in front of you and you don't have to hold it at
full draw until you get a clear shot. It seems that they might as well be shooting a 22 it would be
just as difficult. There will be a lot more participants but that is just because anyone can do it no
skill involved.

I think moving firearms portion to first weekend in December for 9 days, moving it out of the
rut. Extending archery season till Jan 31st. Keep with 2 antlered deer but must earn 2nd by
harvesting doe to be checked at check-in station. Raise the nonresidents tag to match that of 1A,
KS, IL, and IN. Or, perhaps, a draw state. Charge a 20.00 fee to hunt conservation areas, this will
give the mdc more money to replant the native grasses and food sources on said land.

Leave it alone.

By cutting the season back you are not thinking about the many hunters that are coming into Mo
from other states. This will limit their time on the road, thus they will not have time to get here
so, of course, they will not come. So how much less will be spent in Mo. for different sources?
Did you ever travel a country road at night and say a prayer until you get home that deer will not
make you wreck? | have and have had many run out in front of me. We have too many deer, too
many hungry people out there. Let them have the chance to feed their families.

As a hunter that works full-time. | do not agree with shortening the days in any season. It is very
hard to find time to get into the woods and shortening the hunter cycle would only make it
harder. Please do not reduce the days.

I think that the urban zone is an important season to keep. It allows or gives hunters an area to
focus on otherwise they would be out in woods away from urban areas. Keeping the population
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at bay in our towns and cities is important. Allowing crossbows to be used during archery season
isn't a good thing. Yes it would sell more archery tags, but will cause a large amount of wounded
deer by the hands of inexperienced crossbow users. Not to mention the possibility of a hunter
getting hurt with one. Some kind of a class would be a good thing. | do however support
allowing a hunter to use a crossbow if they have an injury. | don't like limiting archery season to
1 buck. The numbers of bucks taken by archers are considerably lower than the numbers taken
by firearms. If you give every Joe the Plumber a crossbow you will need to reduce the number of
bucks taken. Buck hunting early season bucks and post rut bucks are like hunting two different
animals. I myself find it very hard to go sit in a tree in the late season COLD without a buck tag.
Taking that away, would cut my archery season in %. This isn't part of what you asked, but |
think that the antler restrictions are one of the BEST things you have ever done for deer hunting
in the state of Missouri. THANK YOU! | hope my input is helpful JTS.

Move firearms deer season to December.

I disagree with opening archery to include Crossbows. Disabled hunters already have an
exception, if adding crossbow, it should not be for the entirety of the archery season. It could be
a separate alternative portion. Adding another method during the entire archery season will add
to the number of people in the woods and thus increase the number of deer harvested. This seems
to contradict what you are trying to accomplish. Reducing the number of antlered bucks during
archery is fine if you believe that it would make a significant impact, 1 would like to see the
numbers that support this. I would think that the number of archers that take a second antlered
deer would be relatively small as compared to the amount of antlered bucks taken during the
firearms portion. It would also be minimal as compared to the amount of antlered deer that
would be harvested by opening archery to crossbows. If you could forfeit your firearms antlered
deer tag for a second archery antlered tag, it would offer an option for some hunters. Making it
two antlered deer during any season would also be a good solution. Removing the Urban Zones
portion is a horrible idea. Urban Zone hunting should be opened further. Overpopulation occurs
in these zones and cutting this season will not help the "overall herd"”, it will only increase the
amount of nuance deer in urban areas. Hunting to control the urban deer population is the correct
solution, Higher vehicle/deer collision rates, starvation and increased disease transmission is not.
We are sportsman & conservationists, and it is our duty to prevent this. Working with local
municipalities to allow more archery hunting in these areas would be a great solution. Currently
many municipalities will not allow even archery hunting on privately owned acreage. Moving
the late youth season up is a good idea. Immediately following the shortened firearms portion
would be a better time. If you are already shortening the firearms portion by three days, it offers
the perfect opportunity to move the late youth season up without disrupting any other seasons.
The weekend after Thanksgiving is typically the first weekend back in the woods for archery
hunters for both deer & turkey. | would also like to see more explanation of "simplify
conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery antlerless
permits”. | am assuming you will be making certain conservation areas antlered deer only. |
would like to see the proposed areas and overall restrictions. Thank you
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Agree with all changes. Would like to see alternative methods season moved away from week of
Christmas.

I am against allowing crossbows during archery season for all hunters. I would be for allowing
kids less than 16 and adults older than 65 but if that is not an option then I am 100% against
crossbows being allowed. | am for limiting archery hunters to one buck. I am for reducing the
length of the firearms and antler less deer seasons.

I have been hunting since | was old enough to hold a gun but was only able to return to bow
hunting these last several years with the use of a disabled permit. Wrestling with physical
limitations for years which made it uncomfortable and then impossible to pull a bow string had
almost caused me to give up on bow hunting altogether. When | finally decided to try hunting
with a crossbow, it was like | was a kid again. Not only was | able to take advantage of the
longer bow season but my father was also able to get back into bow hunting. If crossbows were
allowed in the archery season, we would not have lost all those years. If the regulations were
changed to allow everyone to use crossbows in the archery season my sons (12, 16) would be
able to join us on our fall hunts. We all practice with the crossbows and they have proven to be
very accurate marksmen. Why should they be denied the pleasure of archery hunting with me
and my dad during archery season just because they cannot legally use a crossBOW? | thought
we were trying to encourage not discourage younger hunters.

I support the changes to the fire arms season and the limit of altered deer during the archery
season. However, | think cross bows should be limited to persons with physical or medical
disabilities and to those 60 years old or older.

I do like some of the ideas that you have for the 2016-2017 season. | would also like to see and 8
pt. restriction for the November portion of the rifle season. Too many young bucks getting shot.
Would you also consider eliminating both the urban hunt and the antlerless season then make the
alternative method a does only season starting it on Nov 28th to Dec. 6™ Rifle hunters would be
done. This would allow bow hunters a chance at a buck during the second rut later in Dec. Then
you could have an early youth season and a youth season in Dec. and then you could maybe
expand the youth season before and after maybe up to 4 days. That is what hunting and fishing is
about, trying to get the future youth involved. | would consider moving the start of the bow
season back to Oct 1st. It is to warm and too many deer are found too late to salvage during the
warm days of September

First, I applaud the department for reaching people, that might otherwise be in the dark, on the
proposed changes. | strongly agree with all changes, except two. 1 would like to see the the
archery buck limit unchanged. If it were to change, | would hope to at least have that permit
replaced with an antlerless archery permit. The other proposal that | disagree with is the
inclusion of crossbows during archery season. There's already plenty of firearms season available
for those that choose to use a crossbow. | appreciate all the department does for Missouri's
wildlife and the people that enjoy it. Thank you, R.D.

| feel 1 need to run these proposed changes by my hunting attorney who | hire to translate the
ever increasing rules. Are the deer running from fire? Wait no, the deer just stepped out of the
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creek, can | shoot it? Is the rule that the deer can't be in the water, but he is wet-is that against the
law now? Looking at my gun, | see that my magazine holds 10 rounds - is that legal? Was it that
the gun holds no more than 10, but what about the one in the chamber? | take my hat off to
scratch my head, oops - | just committed a wildlife violation, quickly I put my hat back on. There
are patches of dirt on it that kind of makes it look camouflaged. Oh no, that is illegal too, I
frantically try to scrub the splotches of my cap while | am still wearing it. Good thing I have my
tags with me, but did I sign them, I quickly pull my wallet out and check - phew, they are signed,
thank God cause | don't have a pen with me deer hunting. I look around for some movement and
see a whitish pile lying by the timberline but in the field - what is that? I ask. Oh my God! It is
soybeans that spilled during the transfer from combine to trailer. Is that illegal, am | now a
poacher hunting over bait? Who knows, but I look around and sneak out of the only deer stand
and move about a hundred yards down. | see another deer, large buck, big spread but he is
standing 80 yards away. Is that an eight point, seven point or just a large spread six point | don't
have binoculars to see for sure. Have to let him go because if it turns out to be a six pointer it
would end up being an expensive deer. Let me see...Do | want more rules — hell no

Please include the Crossbow in the regular Archery Season.

The Antlerless Portion should be longer than a week. There are more antlerless deer than
antlered deer.

I have no problem with the proposed changes.

| agree with all the changes. The department has done an excellent job with all their policies so
far.

Over the past five years, my group has hunted in the Indian Trail CA during rifle and alternative
seasons. There is no shortage of deer. In fact, over the past two years, we have seen more large
bucks. The number of does has been constant. We may have seen more deer because we now
know the CA better than when we began hunting there. The reduction of days for antlerless
hunting does not affect us because Indian Trail CA does not have that season. It may be
logistically impossible, but I would like to see changes made by county or region rather than
state-wide. Indian Trails CA is well balanced and requires no changes, based on our experience.
Perhaps other areas within Missouri need to be adjusted.

| feel that crossbow should be allowed for hunters.

I think you need to leave the season as it is. We have a hard enough time hunting.

Don't shorten the regular season. If anything, change when it is! The kids get the best time to
hunt, right during rut. Knock out the week between the youth portion and regular season. Put the
youth portion after the rut. Do away with the stupid 4 on one side rule for bucks. Limit the doe
kill. If you're going to do that, then do away with the doe/antlerless portion for a year. Build up
the population a little. The blue tongue and wasting disease killed a ton of deer. Bring back the
check in stations and do away with the honor system. Poachers are gonna poach. Regardless. But
make it harder for them.
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Crossbows are archery equipment the same as any other bow. There are a lot of misconceptions
about them. They are not *“cross-guns” nor do they have the range of a firearm. Most modern
adult compound bows have the same range potential. Crossbows have their own limitations and
positives as well, as any hunting tool does.

I agree with all your changes except the crossbow deal. All for impaired hunters using them. But,
I see too many deer wounded from shots taken at extreme ranges. | hope you do not allow
crossbows to be allowed during archery season.

Some people have to work so they may not be able to hunt during the grace period of antlerless.
And cutting time off of the season could also make it harder to put meat in the fridge, which for a
low income family is a massive help when it comes to a grocery bill. Some people hunt because
they have to. As the government has forgotten that is how things used to be, you had to go out
and earn a meal. They will let illegal immigrants come in, get welfare, tannif, and food stamps
but they want to cut true Americans from hunting? | do not believe this is right.

On the proposed firearms changes, | think they are fine. I have never hunted the urban portion so
have no comment on that. On the archery season changes | am opposed to allowing crossbows
during archery season without a medical exemption. The crossbow hunter already has the
alternative methods season as well as firearms season, if crossbows are allowed during archery
season we might as well allow the rest of the alternative weapons too. On the conservation areas,
| feel the pressure is too high already and | don't think bonus tags should be used on public areas
at all. I don't even hunt the local conservation area any more during firearms season, there are too
many inconsiderate and/or dangerous people. During the last two alternative weapons seasons
the road hunters were bad at Indian Trail CA, they are rampant during firearms season.

Make the antler restrictions state wide. Southern state would benefit this.

I have no problems with all of except for one point. From my perspective, there are
overpopulated urban areas. If I understand the threat of disease spread in the deer population, it is
directly associated with areas of overpopulation. | have not been able to participate in the urban
hunts, but there seem to be many who can. | feel this is a need to continuation of the healthy deer
herd. I really like the idea of allowing crossbows during archery season. | am an old recurve
loving guy, killed my first one at 17. But | have no problem with the great equipment available
for use by archers. If we allow sights, releases, faster & stronger bows, with super enhanced let
off, why not crossbows? What I'm ready to learn is atlatl, please keep it in, | want to try. Thanks
for asking!

Firearm Season-Keep like it is now. Bow Season-Allow crossbows and only 1 buck. Cut out late
youth season. Keep Urban Zones. Antlerless Season doesn't affect our area so it doesn’t matter to
me.

Make it the same price as the state they are from, just charge what they charge out of state
hunters.

Current deer management practices will continue to cause a decline in the number of hunters, old
and new. Point restrictions being the leading cause for a declining interest by new hunters who
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aren't allowed to take a deer while they see illegal bucks in large numbers. Trespassing problems
are also becoming a huge problem due to your "big buck™ promotion with no ethical, sportsman
like conduct being taught. Not sure | understand wanting to decrease harvest limits and days
afield while at the same time including another weapon in the archery season to increase the kill.
This seems to go against all that you are trying to tell us. I'm very much against it.

Do NOT legalize crossbows. They are pretty much the same as having a rifle in my opinion.

I understood that more does need to be harvested over the bucks, so why will the antlerless
section be shortened? Is there some reason for this?

I can't manage my farm properly with a 1 buck rule. There are bucks that need to be culled.

In certain cases you seek to make things simplified. This makes no sense when it comes to the
changes of rules on allowing the use of crossbow during the Missouri archery season! | disagree
with allowing the use of crossbows! You certainly will have more people out! It's just another
step closer to removing what my children’s generation have been taught. It's what my Father,
Grandfather, Great Grandfather and so on, have passed on. It's the true sportsmanship, patience,
understanding, the connections we make with nature. Our obligation to be stewards of the land!
I've been a hunter since age 6. No A-R's or crossbows to entice me! It was the love and passion
my father had. That heritage he passed down! Is this no longer a viable approach to the sport?
What kind of heritage can my children pass on? Children live in a world of technology! Video
games, which reality is no way a part of! So you want to lure them in by giving them a crossbow.
The heck with making them put some time in to being an accomplish archer! Just point and
shoot! MCD, have you lost touch with what makes a hunter a hunter? | assure you the use of a
crossbow is not what gets me out of bed early and in my stand, year after year. It's not the kill
either. It's the pride I being a part of something BIG. Something that my heritage was a part of!
People I looked up to. A role model. | totally get technology! Thank God for it! | seek those
things to make me a more precise marksmen. And practice and practice! | have worked with kids
and whenever the opportunity affords, | preach the great outdoors and all it blesses us with.
Perhaps instead of using a lure to attract a lot of wanna be and maybe hunters, why doesn't the
MCD try to organize programs that could afford less fortunate kids the real opportunity to be
taught by volunteer sportsmen the values that will most likely make them lifelong outdoorsmen.
Not just shooters. As for older adults, have they not the opportunity to apply for special permits
for crossbow? Same rule should apply to all ages. Handicap exceptions. I also oppose the
antlerless extension to be shorten because the time of year is effected by foul weather so often.
Thank You

I think crossbows should be allowed but do not agree with a one buck limit. I agree with the late
youth season starting after thanksgiving. I also think there should be an early muzzleloader hunt
in mid to late October instead of late December. Thank you. B.E.

Crossbows during archery season: | believe women, children under 16 and ones with physical
disabilities should be the only ones allowed to use a crossbow. Being an avid bowhunter I've

seen my share of decent shots with a bow only wounding the deer because the woman or child
can only pull back moderate poundage. If you allow anyone the opportunity to use a crossbow
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we will have every Tom, Dick and Harry out there that only rifle hunt trudging through the
woods just like rifle season! The archery season isn't just about killing something, it's being out
in nature, not running into every Tom, Dick and Harry. Do | need to mention the accidents in
states that recently allowed crossbows for archery! Please allow women, children and physically
disabled people the ability to use the crossbow, but the average Joe should not be able to use one.

I'd like to start off by saying thank you for the opportunity to give my input on the future
regulation changes for Missouri's deer management. | am an avid hunter, if I'm not at work I'm
usually in the woods with my bow or gun, or reading up on whitetails. I would love to see more
mature bucks in the southeast part of the state, where | am from. Many times | don't get the
chance to harvest a truly mature buck here, not because I'm not hunting enough or don't know
what I'm doing, but because of the low numbers of bucks 4+ year old bucks in my area. Every
year | hunt bordering states such as Kentucky and Illinois because | see a lot more mature deer
and have better chance of harvesting mature bucks in those states. I believe Missouri is a great
place to hunt and many outdoorsmen are drawn to our state every year but it could be even
better. With bigger more mature bucks would come even more out of state outdoorsmen and
revenue to the state, like in Illinois, lowa, and Kansas. | think this can be achieved by just a few
changes. * Move firearms season out of the heart of the rut. Moving the season would allow
many more bucks to slip through from year to year, allowing a more mature buck herd and better
quality bucks throughout the state. * Have a split firearms season. With a split during the firearm
season you can base the 3-5 day portions around weekends, giving people who can't take off
during the week a better chance of harvesting deer. Giving 10 or so days between the two
seasons would also give the deer a much needing break from the intense hunting pressure as
well. This would be beneficial all around. *Antler restrictions. | know that in many parts of the
state this regulation is already implemented, 1 would like to see it become a statewide regulation,
especially in the area that | live. This would allow many of the 1-2 year old bucks to live until at
least 3, therefore establishing a more mature buck herd. | think these few simple changes would
make a great impact on the deer herd and increase the amount of mature bucks in the state. A few
other ideas and comments: *Keep the antlerless the same, if you implement a split firearm
season add an antlerless season to the areas that don't currently have one. *Leave the urban
portions hunting like it is. *Keep crossbows for people with permit, not everyone. *Keep the
buck archery limit at 2 not just 1. *Make more public hunting areas with lower numbers of deer,
archery only. *Keep the youth season like it is. Thank you for your time and the opportunity to
voice my opinion. If you read this and have a chance, email me back so | know it was received.
M.B.

I think crossbow should have its own season, 7 days in early November right before firearms
season also antlerless 7 days in Dec. and you need to change the early youth season to mid-
October because 90% of nice bucks that are taken are by the adults not the kids and it's not fair to
other firearms hunters because early November is the best time for big bucks in rut and still in
normal pattern. Thanks M.
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I think the current 2014 regulations are just fine. | don't think many hunters will approve the new
proposed changes for less days to hunt.

My family own 147 acres in Clark co. and we also hunt in STL co. and Jeff co. We are avid and
selective bow and gun hunters. I'm in favor of all proposals except the 2 to 1 archery buck. If I’'m
lucky enough to shoot a good one early our season would be over. We really enjoy hunting late
season. One idea we had was to put a 4 point restriction on the 2nd tag but that may make it too
complicated. I'm sure you will make the right decision. I'm proud to call Missouri home! Thanks
for the good work, M.V.

Leave the regulations the way they are. Increase the days, don't decrease them.

Move November portion one week earlier than it is now and reduce to 9 days. Adopt late youth
season proposals and eliminate early youth season. Eliminate antlerless and urban zones
portions. Allow crossbows. Keep archery antlered limit as it is.

I own land in Missouri and bought land because my Grandma was from there love the state. | do
not agree with reducing to one buck for the archery season. If by chance I shoot one early it takes
away from me to come back to hunt more later in the year. If you reduce the buck limit then the
non-resident tag should go down to 125 if that the case. If you look how many archery hunters
really shoot two bucks what is the percentage? Far as the doe season goes, yes, | agree to make it
shorter and later.

I own land in Missouri and bought land because my grandma was from there love the state. | do
not agree with reducing to one buck for the archery season. If by chance I shoot one early it takes
away from me to come back to hunt more later in the year. If you reduce the buck limit then the
non-resident tag should go down to 125 if that the case. If you look how many archery hunters
really shoot two bucks what is the percentage? Far as the doe season goes yes | agree to make it
shorter and later.

I'm not in favor of shortening the regular deer season to 9 days, with that being said I'm all for
reducing the number of days in antlerless season and also the number of does taken. | would also
like to see the number of buck tags allowed to each person be one buck for year combined. In my
opinion crossbows shouldn't be allowed either. Out of state tags are too CHEAP! | think we
should be a reciprocal draw state, charging states what they charge us seems fair and most of the
residents I know would be in favor of this. | also think that having one youth season is a plenty, |
would like to see the late youth season closed.

I want the deer season to stay the same, the extra 2 days make it nice to have more time to hunt
with different work schedules. Alot of people can't hunt that much or can't get vacation to get off
work and I think it's a good idea to allow us to have crossbows legal to hunt during bow season
and turkey season and keep the youth part the same, we have 2 youth seasons and that is great
and the urban part is just fine the way it is

Leave length of deer season like it is. Also leave youth season like it is. The change for crossbow
is ok. We have a HUGE problem in rural Wright County mainly around Hartville area with road
hunters. The neighborhood banded together when a neighbor had the road hunters on his




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 241

property trophy hunting and leaving the deer lay. We hunt not for trophy, but people in this area
rely on the meat to supplement their diet. No punishment ruins it for us.

Disagree with the use of a crossbow during archery season, too easy for road Kills, takes away
the hunting challenge. Eliminate late youth season, cuts down hunting pressure. | hunt on public
ground need every advantage legally available.

I'm opposed to allowing the use of crossbows during archery seasons because they are not
physically handheld at full draw, they have a stock, trigger, scopes and these things are not
connected to archery. This is more like a firearm so allow them to be used during firearms
seasons. They are already allowed during the alternative weapons season. The alternative
weapons season has already been compromised because in the past it was for primitive weapons.
Today’s modern muzzleloaders are nearly as effective as centerfire rifles and are used to harvest
the biggest percentage of deer during the alternative methods season. If the conservation
commission is concerned about the deer population decreasing, allowing scopes, sabot bullets
and powder pellets for muzzleloaders is defeating the idea of a primitive weapon. The easier you
make shooting any weapon or the more effective you make it. This opens up more opportunity
for children or adults to participate in harvesting a deer. | strongly support the youth seasons and
I have several grandchildren that have harvested deer during youth season and regular firearm
season. | am strictly a bow hunter and I don't want to lose part of the archery bag limit, so I'm
opposed to allowing crossbows, an easier to use weapon in archery season. Seems as though
everyone wants everything easier and faster. Hunting shouldn't be easy or fast. By the number of
ATV's used during deer season it seems as though most people are losing the ability to walk.
Thank you.

Thanks for this opportunity to voice my opinion regarding the changes. First, I would like to
suggest that you make the antlered deer limit two by any means of which only one could be by
firearm. Second, | would like to say that I don't believe in youth seasons at all so, of course |
don't believe they should be lengthened. | have no problem with incentives for youth to hunt
such as free licenses etc. However, | don't believe there should be special youth seasons for
several reasons. First, the early youth seasons remove some of the opening day advantage for the
rest of us as the deer are already spooked and gives that advantage to the youth. The rest of us
put a lot of money into the economy and we should be on equal footing with all other hunters.
Second, I don't think it is wise to give kids so many special considerations. They grow up self-
absorbed enough without adding to it. They need to learn to compete on a level playing field
with everyone else as part of their life experiences. Third, there is an enormous amount of abuse
of the youth seasons by parents that take kids out that are way too young just so they can extend
their own seasons. There are also a lot of guys that buy licenses for their wives and kids that
don't hunt so they can shoot more deer. If you don't think this is widespread, you are kidding
yourselves. Third, I'd sure hate to see the firearms season shortened. Those days that would be
removed are weekdays anyway and not that many hunters are still in the field so those days have
minimal impact of deer populations. Also, it is nice to have a longer season for us older seniors.
Sometimes we like to skip a day due to medical reasons or during bad weather and it is much




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 242

easier to skip a day or two when the season is a few days longer. If anything, I think it should be
lengthened a few days. Thanks for your time and consideration. M.T.

Think crossbows would be a bad ideal more hunters in the woods that are not use to bow hunting
thinking they have a rifle in there hand taking bad shots. I really think we need to make four
point rule state wide and limit the doe harvest. In the mid-90s | would see 10-15 deer a day in
northern Mo now | may see 2-4. | think hunting has become more popular and there are a lot
more hunters in the woods which means more deer harvested. | would really like to know how
any tags were sold, let’s say in the mid to late 90s, compared to today. I think with cwd and the
amount of hunters the deer herd is falling rapidly. Maybe we should trap the urban deer and
move them to the rural cwd areas and place them in the conservation areas that are open for walk
in deer hunting. I think the deer population on walk in areas are low. The way it is it would be a
win win for everyone. The city folks and the deer hunter. | know the cost would be a factor,
maybe you would have to buy a tag for just those areas to offset the price but make it count
toward your already harvest limit.

I believe that these changes are a step in the right direction to help manage our deer population
for mature bucks and to help bring the total number of deer back up. I also believe that by
allowing crossbows during archery season that it will get more people involved in the sport. So |
am all for the changes and looking forward to the results of a better herd that they will bring.

I agree with the proposed changes.

Blue tongue is the reason for the deer decline. Keep that in mind when you consider changing
regulations. 1 am seeing a lot of deer inside the city limits where there are less dry ponds. Lower
the cost of nonresident or leave it where it is. My two brother in laws bought permits this year
and didn't get a deer. If you raise the price they might not come back.

I don't like the new proposals. The firearm part of season is already too short and reducing the
number of antler buck in archery season | think will cause a rise in deer population and the state
will not receive as many out of state archery hunters.

I would like to see a 4 point rule for firearm season in Perry County. And a 9 day season would
be good.

I am fine with reducing the Nov portion to only 9 days. The late youth hunt being moved to 3
days after thanksgiving is an excellent idea. | would be fine with the antlerless season being cut
to 3 days as long as the alternative season stays the same. The urban zone portion does not affect
me so | have no opinion on it.

I am giving my opinion on the proposed changes here because | don't know if they will be heard
at the meetings. | agree with going to a 9 day firearms season, but will not affect most hunters.
How will this help bring up deer numbers? Moving the second youth season is a lot better option
than in January. Going with 3 days will bring total number deer harvested up. Reducing
antlerless season to 3 days is a great idea. | am 100% AGAINST CROSSBOWS for archery
season. Deer harvest numbers will go thru the roof if anyone can hunt with a crossbow. Allow 65
and older to use them, people with a REAL medical condition to use them, not just because a 28




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «* Page 243

year old gets a doctor’s note, but it does not keep them from doing anything else. Only one buck
with a bow is fine. Not affecting very many people that really bow hunt. Nonresidents should be
charged the same we are charged to hunt there state. They should also be last to draw on
managed hunts. They will be drawn if spots are left unused by residents. (It costs right at $400.00
to rifle hunt Kansas) And go through a lottery system. Not on the list but why not have just 1 doe
tag total instead of 1 per county. We have a farm that is split by 2 counties and made it one doe
only because deer numbers are LOW. This will help bring deer numbers back up. Thank you for
your time. D.W.

My main issue is allowing the use if crossbows during archery season. First off, the archery
woods are the safest hunting woods. Allowing crossbows would change that. Second, we have
enough road hunters and poachers now. Allowing crossbows would increase that. We have
enough traffic on our roads during rifle season.

I agree with the changes except I think the firearms deer season should be moved back by 1 week
to get the season out of the rut. Please consider making nonresidents pay what their state would
charge a Missouri resident who wanted to hunt in their state if they want to hunt in Missouri.

I fully support the Missouri Department of Conservation and the management decisions
concerning deer hunting. No one does a better job for any state.

I do not feel these changes will help anybody in this area, but actually hurt them by the loss of
food.

| feel that the proposed regulations on deer hunting was a good idea but not effective. Shortening
seasons will promote a greater number of poaching due to the shortened season. I think that the
point system would be a more effective at raising the population of bigger bucks. I believe using
crossbows in archery season isn't a bad idea. There's not a lot of difference between a bow and
crossbow and should be legal for all hunters.

I disagree with moving the late youth season to thanksgiving, they already get the best chance to
bag a deer in the first part of archery season before rifle season, alternative method should be
moved back to here (Thanksgiving). Antlerless season could be done away with completely. If
you are doing away with a buck tag for archery, will it be replaced with a doe tag? Currently you
get two any deer tags and two antlerless tags. | was hoping that the firearms season would be
moved to include Thanksgiving. Crossbows, yes to that.

With the proposed changes you are only making it harder for someone like me. | depend on deer
meat to feed my family. We need 4 to 5 deer to feed our family. When the point restrictions were
added, it made it harder for us to provide food. My husband and | are both archery and firearm
hunters.

Can Illinois borrow some of your DNR guys to get Illinois deer #s back up? Our DNR SUCKS
compared to Missouri DNR! You guys should be proud of yourselves!

Nonresidents should not be able to apply for managed hunts. Hard to get drawn without the extra
people. | HAVE NOT BEEN DRAWN SINCE 96. Also, it is too easy for nonresidents to get a
tag. It should be a draw process. The avg price for deer hunting the following states is $356
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lowa, $551 IlI, $411 Kansas, $347 Ne $521 Ok, $280 Ark, $300, Ky $190, Tn $251. Let’s get
with the program and raise the cost to at least $350. The out of state people are the ones driving
the outrageous lease prices.

Why do let out of state hunters buy so cheap?

The changes will be great. My grandpa and | will be able to bow hunt together.

My main concern with MDC is | don’t understand why you would have your firearm season in
the middle of the rut. I am a very avid bow hunter, | monitor about 25 trail cameras on around
4,000 acres. | typically watch around 50 bucks a year and know them very well. As soon as they
turn 3 years old | watch over half die the first day of the Missouri firearm season. By the end of
the firearm season | have watched at least 75 percent of my buck herd die. | know that the goal
of the MDC is to make money and | can tell by the amount of out of state hunters that come into
my area that you are, in fact, making money. Personally, I believe you should want to manage
our state in the same manor that lowa DNR manages their deer herd. It’s almost embarrassing
how the only difference between north Missouri and southern lowa is the people who are in
charge do a better job in lowa. | sure hope you read this email and put some thought into it and
let others know. Also, I looked over the crossbow section, I couldn’t be more against letting
random people use a crossbow. Everyone wants to take the easy way out. Archery hunting was
started for the soul purpose to hunt like the Indians. | personally feel like politics and laziness is
the reason the crossbow is even an option. It’s honestly a joke. I’m ashamed of how our whitetail
deer herd is managed and | really hope to see some change in the near future.

I believe most of the proposed changes make common sense. | would suggest, however, that
during the archery season, landowners may take a second buck only on their property. So, if |
would kill one elsewhere | could take a second only on a landowner tag. Also, landowners could
take two bucks on the land they own. I believe this would be a fair way to allow hunters like
myself that manage for deer year round on their own ground, to be rewarded for all of the effort.
In reality in most regions like St. Genevieve where | have 100 acres, | rarely take a buck, so the
impact would be minimal but the opportunity to pursue buck deer is there for the whole season.
The muzzleloader season scheduled during Christmas week makes no sense to me or most others
I talk to. The first week of December makes more sense and allows for hunting during the second
rut. Christmas week should be for the intended purpose and bow hunting is available hunters
have the ability to hunt if they want to. | also believe that with the current state of technology in
compound bows the addition of crossbows for youth during archery season is unnecessary. | am
an avid archer and have been since | was 10 years old. | think crossbows are great for injured or
older archers, but I believe they are an inferior hunting tool and are inherently dangerous. |
suggest a special safety class or at least bowhunter education for and testing be required to
mitigate the safety concerns and the increased probability that less than lethal shots might be
taken by those that believe crossbows are like firearms in effectiveness which of course is not
true. 1 am an avid hunter and supporter of the MDC which is the model for conservation not only
in the United States but across the world. |1 know we face multiple challenges in regards to deer
herd management. More important than the kill, being able to observe deer in the woods and
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increasing the deer population to enhance the experience is the most important. Based upon what
I have observed and heard in talking with most hunters the populations of deer has been so
drastically reduced I don't see the need for a doe season except in the areas where CWD might be
an issue. Out of state licenses should be priced reciprocally with the states the applicant lives in.
$225 is good overall but the out of state folks should be limited to one buck total all seasons
combined.

I personally believe that MDC needs to take the same steps lowa takes to manage their deer herd.
By shortening the firearm season you’re not doing anything because most of the young bucks are
shot in the first two days of the season anyway. If anything, you should move the firearm season
back even if you’re are competing with Kansas and Illinois you will still have good results.
There is honestly no difference than southern lowa and northern Missouri except the size of deer
and all this comes down to is the age of deer. Missouri’s deer die at 3 yrs old and lowa’s deer die
at 5 yrs old. I think you need to realize a rifle season during the rut is the worst thing you could
do for Missouri's herd. Also, the crossbow season is ignorant. The reason Missouri started a bow
season is to hunt traditionally like the Indians. Its laziness if you don’t have a handicap you
shouldn’t use a crossbow. | don’t care what the city people tell you, they don’t put in the work to
be a bow hunter.

These proposals are way off base! There are already amendments for older hunters to use
crossbows! If you want to include more youth put an age limit on them! Honestly if they are
mature enough to pull 40 Ibs back and bow hunt then they are mature enough to hunt. Otherwise
they are not! Not that the crossbow thing wasn’t bad enough you’re going to take a buck away
from bow hunters (who’s number has grown) this is plain silly. All the other options to maintain
a healthy herd and this is your choice? You’re going to knock the guys who spend the most time
in the woods and give you the most feedback by docking them a buck? I used to have a great
amount of respect on the decisions you all made but now you seem to be directed by something
else other than the hunter. Makes me wonder if my fight to keep you all tax funded is even worth
it with these stupid regulations, they are a slap in the face to a bow hunter! Yes, I hunt with a gun
too but aside from hurting a few second weekend hunters no damage to them at all. For bow
hunters you’re taking away a prize we all love, the late season buck! Then on top of that you’re
slapping a bunch of people who are too lazy to practice the art of archery with basically a smooth
bore shot gun "crossbow"! Anyone who thinks a crossbow and a vertical bow are anything alike
has never hunted and should never be making decisions! I have never been disappointed in the
Missouri Department of Conservation until I read these regulations. Now all I have to say is
SHAME ON YOU! This state is the hidden treasure of the white tail world and you all are about
to ruin it! As far as the urban hunting goes, maybe you should work to allow full season archery
hunting in these areas seems to work for closed conservation areas why would it not work in
urban areas? FY | if you want to increase buck count and mature bucks, try a 3 point antler
restriction in the southern part of Missouri. It’s too thick and brushy to see a brow tine during the
firearms season but three points can easily be seen!
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The only positive part about the proposed changes is the fact that the word CHANGE is used. |
am in Chariton county, and | put more time than most managing my deer property. Food plots,
herd management, LETTING YOUNG DEER WALK, and ethical hunting practices are all some
of the things I practice religiously. This allows me to have good hunting, but also gives the out of
staters that hunt the neighboring properties a great advantage as well. They harvest deer every
year, and keep coming back which in turn bolsters our state's economy. The reason I say this is
because | feel that my opinion should matter due to the fact that I do my part to help the deer
herd and also our economy through my efforts. | realize that my small contribution isn't enough
to change legislation, but I want you to know that | am helping, I am trying, and in the end, | AM
putting money into MDC. Not only through my tags and licenses, but also through my efforts to
increase the quality of deer hunting in my area. I also run a hunting TV show called "Point of
Impact” on the Pursuit Channel which brings awareness to deer hunting in Missouri and
advertises what we have to offer from a hunting standpoint. This being said, I would like my
opinion to be considered seriously. Please don't allow cross bows to be used in archery season, I
beg you. Also I beg that you reconsider the changes to the rifle season. Knocking a day off of the
second weekend won't change much, as most of the young and promising bucks are killed in the
first weekend. While a rut rifle season and crossbows would allow more deer to be taken, they do
nothing for what really drives revenue in the hunting industry, INCHES OF ANTLER. I want
Mo to be a state like lowa. lowa is a legendary whitetail state and people flock there because of
their stellar and successful proven deer management strategies. This status has not been achieved
by putting rules in place that allow more bucks to be killed by making hunting easier. It has
happened through a conscious effort to grow bucks and let them get big. If we adopt a practice
similar to lowa, we can charge nearly double the $225 for non resident tags. This will drive
income up substantially even if the number of out of state hunters stays the same. To me, this is
simple economics. Offer a better product (bigger bucks) and charge more for it. The only way we
can charge more is to kill bigger deer. The only way we can kill bigger deer is to have bigger
deer. The only way we can have bigger deer is to change our legislation for the better. Adding
crossbows and leaving rifle season in the peak of the rut does not further this mission.

Please consider a change that actually changes something, and for the better.

I agree with all of the changes except the youth season. | believe too many parents shoot the deer
for the younger children, and I believe there should be an age limit of at least 11. | believe there
should be NO youth season.

I am against crossbows during archery season. | have had 2 shoulder surgeries and still opt to not
use a crossbow. I am still for the doctor release for wounded/old hunters allowing crossbows.
Gun hunters will buy a crossbow and shoot it like a gun=many wounded deer. Other issue is with
unlimited antlerless tags. Currently bow hunters can thin herds where needed and spread out
where we take our does from, not negatively affecting the herd in a given area. Gun/crossbow
hunters have proven they will shoot too many deer off a given parcel of land (mainly public).
Look at all the public land that had to restrict antlerless harvest due to over harvest of gun
hunters. We are going to end up with very low deer numbers on previously “archery only”
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ground that was previously as good hunting as any private property. I’ve hunted Schell Osage for
25 years and 4-rivers for about 8 years. Our public ground “archery only” is very good hunting
because of low hunter success (picky and love to hunt, not kill), even when hunter pressure is
high. Public opinion of archery managed lands is high because of the amount of game on them.

I own 40 acres and prefer to hunt on public because my neighboring property owners shoot every
deer they are allowed to shoot and deer numbers are low- less than 1/2 mile away is 4-rivers and
plenty of game. Please rethink the crossbows using archery tags/land. Few bow hunters Kill
bucks every year, with it being rare that 2 bucks a season are taken because we love to hunt and
if we kill a 2nd buck we are done. 4-Rivers regulations- There is very limited access to Horton
Bottom area, ramp is closed Oct 15th on. Settles Ford river access to hunt 4- Rivers: ramp was
covered in 2° of mud and unusable last season (Previous years it is cleaned prior to gun season 1
time). The ramp is unusable after the river rises and drops again leaving a thick layer of silt.

Lowering the number of antlered deer tags to 1 during archery season only limits hunters
opportunity without having a significant effect on the number of mature bucks or the deer herd in
general. According to MDC's numbers, less than 600 individuals harvested more than one buck
with a bow. Taking that second tag away just takes away the hunters ability to chase a late
season buck if they happen to tag out early. Even though I know there is a less than 1% chance
I'm going to be lucky enough to harvest 2 bucks in a year, it is a lot of fun trying.

I read through the 8 page summery posted on the website. My comments are below. | am for the
Firearms Season changes. | am for the Youth Portions changes. | am for the Antlerless Portion
changes except | recommend 5 days in lieu of 3 days. | am for the Urban Zones Portion. | am for
the Archery Season changes except | would not allow the use of cross-bows under 50 years of
age. | believe it would promote less discipline in the field. I am for the Archery Antlered Deer
Limit. I am for the Conservation Area Deer Regulations.

I am for all the proposed changes. Definitely against moving firearms season from current time
period.

One buck & one doe for archery, one buck & one doe for rifle. The first youth season is fine, do
away with the youth season after the regular firearms season. The does are bred and breeding,
give them 5 years or so to replenish the herd. NO CROSSBOWS! | feel that’s just an excuse to
sell more deer tags and pad the pockets of the retailers that sell crossbows.

I would like to know why Missouri is trying to increase the deer population? My parents farm,
where | hunt, has a ton of deer on it. We do what we can to curb that population, but, limiting
how long we hunt is just going to increase it? Frankly, we have taken great measures to make our
deer healthy and well-nourished. More deer will just minimize what our current deer eat, make
them smaller and invite disease to spread through the population. My father attended one of your
open houses, and the MDC officer there said you base the season's duration, time frames, etc. on
the last year’s harvest numbers. If that is the case and we took more deer in 2014 than 2013 why
are we dropping the duration of the seasons? | don't trophy hunt, I hunt for meat. Shortening the
season makes it that much harder for me to fill my freezer.
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Thank you, thank you. I approve the changes. My granddaughter can archery hunt with me.
We're meat hunters. YOU CAN'T EAT ANTLERS. When | was her age there was no deer
season. Then it was bucks only for a weekend. You have done a great job of managing the deer
herd and | thank you very much. You have also purchased and managed your conservation areas
in a professional way. Make the changes.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. | am in favor of any change in regulation designed
to protect our deer and wildlife and am willing to support the reduction in days if that is
necessary. | also support increasing youth hunting opportunities and success rates. | support that
change. With respect to the urban zone special season, I am ok with eliminating it, but I think we
need to avoid imposing antler restrictions in urban areas. Reducing human deer conflicts is a
priority in these areas over trophy hunting. I do not support the expansion of archery to cross
bows. | am an avid bowhunter. The hunter who dedicates himself to developing the skill to
successfully hunt with a bow is rewarded with relatively less crowded woods and a longer
season. | fear some crowded woods in early fall next year with the prevalence of cheap cross
bows at stores and on the web right now. If the concern is young and old hunters, | would
support allowing young and senior hunters using cross bows in archery season as a compromise.
My biggest concern is this - I bow hunt in at Young CA. | enjoy the 1 mile hike to bow hunt in
corner where | see few other hunters and the deer pass by regularly. There are many bowhunters
out there as it is near a major city, but it's not overly crowded. If archery is expanded to cross
bows, please consider restricting our conservation areas to bow only. Otherwise, hunts will get
more crowded. | also worry about safety of hikers and people out to enjoy nature. | frequently
take my family on hikes at MDC conservation areas. Cross bows are powerful and people mount
scopes on them. Many of the folks that buy these online and head out, and never having archery
hunted in before, may be taking ill-advised shots on or near hiking trails. There is also no hunter
safety requirement for cross-bows, which are more like guns than bows in my opinion. | do not
have any objection to limiting archery tags to 1 buck. Out of state tags are pricy. | guess it’s
tempting to want to limit out of state folks, but I would hate for hunting in this country to look
like hunting in Europe - become a sport only the well-to-do can afford. Thank you for all that
you do to support Missouri's wildlife, hunting and fishing. It means a lot to me and my family.
M.T.

I believe all non-resident tag prices should be reciprocal. Whatever your out of state charges Mo.
residents for specific tags is the same they pay to hunt in Mo. It just makes good sense. If, for
example, lllinois residents were charged the same as their state charges M. residents, they would
get off their rear ends and go to their deer management folks and raise enough stink about it to
where Illinois would lower theirs so we Missourians could hunt in their back yard as cheap as
they hunt in ours!

*Shortening the rifle portion will help the population rebound, but moving it a little later so it’s
not during the rut would also help. Many other "Big Buck™ states don't have their firearms
portion during the rut, maybe we should follow their example. *I don't agree with allowing
crossbows during archery season. | am fine with the current regulation that allows people with
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disabilities to use them. | feel that with deer number below normal and firearm season potentially
being shortened that many firearm hunters will simply go out and get crossbows. Archery
methods should require some skill and practice and | worry that the sudden influx of
inexperienced crossbow hunters would result in a lot of wounded and not recovered game. We've
all seen the hunters that buy a gun the week before firearms season and have it bore sited then hit
the woods, I think the same thing would happen with crossbows.

| feel all your changes are good except the crossbow it should be left out we have more than
enough methods of hunting without adding more unless you have restrictions from a doctor that
would not allow you to hunt with a compound or recurve bow.

The one area | see the most improvement in is moving the late youth season to Thanksgiving
weekend. 1 am an avid bow hunter and see no problem in limiting archers to one buck. I also
think the addition of crossbows to archery season will help with the recruitment of younger
archers who can't pull an affective weight with a traditional bow. I think doe harvest should be
micro managed by unit from year to year as is feasibly possible.

| agree with the proposed changes. Regulations should be adjusted as needed to balance the
many factors involved (habitat, sustained yield, herd size, sex ratios, social factors, etc.). The
deer where | hunt are at low density, so taking some steps to restrict harvest seems logical to me.
And, in this day and age, anything done to encourage hunter participation, like the youth season
and crossbows for old codgers is a good thing.

If a youth firearms season is allowed, I think it should be AFTER the November firearms season.
I think the age should be 12 and older. There are pictures in our local paper of 6 year olds
claiming to have shot 10 point bucks. I don't believe the young hunters are the people shooting
the deer. 1 would like to see the firearms season shortened by two days with a Saturday start. In
our county, the bucks were past rut this year. We saw many (15-20) deer prior to the season start,
but during the season we only saw 5-6 deer. The season needed to have been earlier. | agree with
crossbow hunting being added and reduce the number of antlered to one during archery season.
Missouri Department of Conservation receives sales tax monies, so | think your non-resident
deer permit is a bit stiff. Thank you.

| appreciate the fact these recommendations are solidly based on sound science, research and
public input. After watching the associated video | support all the proposed adjustments. The late
youth season timing is not ideal for my family's holiday travel plans, however | appreciate the
rationale and can support the proposed timing because it is likely a better alternative for most
families. I agreed when the late youth portion occurs in January conditions are often not ideal for
a young hunter. Thanks for the opportunity to provide feedback!

Do not allow crossbows in archery season. We already have alternative weapon season. People
that need crossbows can get the permit as they do now. It is archery season why change it or
make it easier by allowing crossbows? Can we keep something relatively pure? You guys have
made so many seasons and allowed so many permits it is no wonder the herd is thinning. | know
several hunter that take 10s of archery deer per year. If we drop the limit to one archery buck per
year does that mean our cost of the tag will decrease for residents also? | wonder where you get
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your information about nonresident tag prices? The conservation area | hunt regularly is over ran
with out of state hunters to the point it is decreasing the quality of the hunt. When | talk to these

people most tell me there here in Missouri due to the low price of our nonresident tags. No other
state with comparable quality of deer hunting gives there tags away as we do here. Nonresidents
should have to draw for tags and there numbers should be limited. Raise the price of nonresident
tags. The remaining proposed changes seem logical and appropriate.

If the goal is to reduce the harvest overall then | see two major conflicts with the proposals. First
of all why increase the number of deer killed during the archery season by adding crossbows?
Limiting crossbow use to handicapped individuals/youth and the elderly will aid in managing the
total harvest during archery season. | have no problem with limiting archery tags to one antlered
buck but I would guess the number of people actually harvesting more than one buck is very
small. Allowing crossbow hunting during all of the archery season will likely end in a higher
harvest of immature antlered bucks than the effect of allowing two tags for the non crossbow
archer. Second, if Missouri is really serious about improving the quality of deer available for
harvest the gun season would be moved to occur after the rut. | believe there are some flaws in
the way lowa manages their gun seasons however the single most significant reason lowa leads
the way in quality deer hunting is that they set their gun seasons to occur after the peak of the rut.
As long as Missouri runs their gun season during the rut two things will occur: A) the deer
harvest will be significant B) the quality of bucks will never reach full potential because 2 year
old bucks will be the most vulnerable during the peak of the rut.

I am opposed to any reduction of the current deer hunting season lengths. The primary reason is
that the current lengths allow for flexibility in scheduling mine and mine family/friends hunts. It
is not that everyone hunts all the days that are offered but the current lengths do afford some
easier scheduling for the times we do hunt. The more time allowed in the outdoors the better. |
am opposed to moving the late youth hunt to the first Friday after Thanksgiving. | would like to
suggest a possible suspension of the antlered point restriction during archery season only. It is
tough enough to harvest a deer during bow season but the APR puts an added layer to this type
of hunt. I do not have a problem with reducing the limit of the antlered deer during archery
season to 1. | am opposed to allowing crossbows during archery season. If that is the case, why
not just do away with archery season altogether and just have one big alternative method season
to replace archery season

I like the crossbow part but 1 would like to see everything else stay as it is now. Please no
changes.

First I would like to start off by saying | am very happy to see any action taken to help improve
the population of whitetail deer in Missouri! | also appreciate you allowing hunters like myself
the opportunity to comment and give opinions on the rule changes rather than just changing
them! So THANK YOU! With that being said 1 am very much in favor of all the rule changes
except the allowance of crossbows. I understand the argument of children being able to use them
and I am all for giving children every opportunity to hunt. So in my opinion you should set an
age limit anyone under 16 and over 65 should be allowed to use a crossbow as well as anyone
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with the permit system that is currently in place. This will allow children to get familiar with
bow hunting as well as allow elderly men and women that can't or don't want to drawl a heavier
bow the opportunity to still hunt archery season. These are just my two cents. Thanks Again,
K.K.

I am an out of state hunter, and have been hunting Missouri for 4 years now and | have seen a
decline in the bucks over the past few years. | totally agree to limit of one buck per hunter per
season with bow and gun!

I'm in gave of all the changes. Thank you.

First on the question above you do not have an option for email. | receive your emails, and
magazines. | personally support all of the above changes except one, allowing crossbows as a
legal method during the archery deer and turkey season. Most rifle hunters only shoot their rifles
they day before rifle season to make sure they are sighted in, and then they hunt. | feel crossbow
hunters will follow the same practice methods which will lead to many wounded deer.
Crossbows, like compounds, require practice and precise shot placement. Rifles require good
shot placement to an extent, but are much more forgiving, and allow for a quick follow up shot.
Crossbows should be used during rifle season only. This will limit the amount of time unethical
hunters are in the woods. The below question in regards to non-resident deer permit cost. | feel it
should be reciprocal. We should charge the same fees as there resident state. It is ridiculous that
we have nonresidents drawing tags on managed hunts that residents are being turned away for.
This happens every year at Lake Jacomo.

| agree with the proposed changes. The change | would like to see the most is to move rifle
season later in the month. Preferably similar to Kansas. Move it away from the peak rut and let
more bucks mature.

In my opinion allowing crossbows during the archery season would be detrimental to the avid
bow hunters. A crossbow would allow more hunters to be out during those times but that is the
exact reason why we bow hunt. The rifle season has become scary in our part of the state in my
opinion. There are too many out of state hunters flooding into the mark twain. I'm afraid that
opening up for crossbows will essentially force out locals. As far as reducing the number of
antlered deer to one that would be a fair trade off for NOT allowing crossbows. | also think the
youth season should stay in January or it should be more closely monitored. There are too many
parents helping these kids to kill trophies. It also limits the bow hunters. Just my opinions. Thank
you for giving me the chance to voice them! S.H.

Allow 1 buck tag per hunter that can be filled during any season and do an early muzzleloader
season and move the gun season out of the rut. Thank-you.

I like most of the proposed changes. | think the shorter seasons is a great idea, the deer were
getting hammered and over pressured. I'm on the fence about the reducing the archery antlered to
one, | have never killed two bucks with a bow in one season but it could be a useful tool to help
manage the herd. | do not like the idea of making crossbows legal, | do not see any good in that,
there would just be a bunch of people out there wounding deer. Most archery hunters | know a
very dedicated and practice and have a lot of respect for the animals. | think if you allowed
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crossbows it would open the door to a lot of people who are not and dedicated and ethical. | just
disagree completely with it.

I love to see my state working to better our conservation efforts and deer herd. Although, we
have a great state to hunt in, there are improvements that can be made. I like the idea of shorting
our rifle season. 1 would for there to possibly be future consideration of moving or even splitting
the season. | hope that Missouri will continue with its current crossbow laws. If any changes are
to be made here, maybe we could allow youth up to age 16 to also get a permit but not for
everyone. As far as expanding and moving the late youth portion of firearms season, | am all for
that. Let's give them all the opportunities we can. | would hope that the bag limit stays the same
for bow hunters. Or possibly letting them use their firearms tag in the late portion of bow season
had it not been filled. | really have no opinion on the antler less or urban season since they do not
effect in the southeast. In the future | would love to see a antler point restriction implemented in
my portion of the state. Firearms season moved out of rut or split into two portions. For
Missouri's management hunts be for residents only. Seems it is impossible to get drawn while
out of staters enjoy my states resources. Thank you for the opportunity! J.D.M.

Move gun season to a later date, "out of the rut". Reducing the gun season by two days is a joke.
All other proposed Firearms Season Changes | am in agreement with. DO NOT allow crossbows
for everyone during archery season. An individual can currently obtain permission to use a
crossbow from the state if need be, correct? No need to let perfectly capable individuals and
everyone else use a "crossgun™ during ARCHERY season. | wouldn't like the archery buck limit
being reduced to one, but I can live with that as long as everyone isn't hunting with crossguns.

Well as for myself, I think all sound like good ideas except the crossbow being used during
archery season. That to me makes it too easy and more deer would be taken. That wouldn't help
our deer population but hurt it. For me, and many hunters in my area, we are having trouble with
out of state hunters poaching, killing illegal deer, legal deer and letting them lay. | think we need
a lottery system to allow hunters to draw to hunt our state of Missouri. Too many deer are being
killed because the deer they shot wasn't as big as they thought and let him lay to go for a bigger
one. I'm not the only one who thinks and feels this way. Thanks for reading

I like most of the proposals, outside of allowing anybody to use a crossbow. That will hurt the
deer population even more, as more people will get into "bow hunting" because it is now easier,
and they don't have to practice anymore, causing more young bucks and does to be harvested. In
addition to the proposed changes, | would also recommend moving the regular rifle season to the
end of November or early December. Having the rifle season right during the rut results in way
too many young bucks being harvested. Which is why Missouri isn't mentioned in the same
breath as Kansas and lowa, when it comes to big whitetails.

I agree with all proposed changes but strongly feel that more considerations should be given to
us older hunters who become limited in physical condition as we grow older. | would propose
that season extensions and timing given to the younger generation should also be given to all
Missouri seniors, say 65 and above.
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| feel the limits set on antlered and antlerless deer are a good way to reduce the deer kill and do
support that part of the proposed changes. | typically get 1 deer each year, which is enough for
me. The last two years, | have not. | have attributed it to when | am available to hunt and Mother
Nature's weather allowing me to do so. | only hunt on the weekends and the Monday/Tuesday
before Thanksgiving because | take those two days off to do so. Reducing the season will make it
even more difficult for me to do so and because | am unable to take off work during the week
portion of the new proposed season, | won't be able to enjoy this pastime.

I am for the proposed changes with following exceptions: 1. The November portion could be
shortened, but should be later and out of the peak of the rut. 2. Under no circumstances should
crossbows be allowed during archery season unless a hunter is disabled and cannot draw a
compound.

I would like to say thanks for everything that MDC does to help protect and better all of our
states wildlife. I think it is time that we take a serious look at moving the rifle season out of the
rut and allowing crossbow hunting. Our states without a doubt has the potential to be equal to
Illinois and lowa in regards to our whitetail hunting quality. However it simply won’t happen
until we move our gun season in my opinion. this is going to be a hard change to make because it
won’t be popular with most people but without a doubt will improve our deer herd which is
really the most important thing. Making hunting harder is a good thing. | understand that most
of these probably aren’t looked closely at but those of us that don’t just like to hunt but truly care
about our whitetail population are in favor of this change. When you look in a magazine and it
lists top whitetail states we want to be on it. It’s time to follow suit and make the changes to
improve our herd like our neighbors. Thanks

I live in Pulaski County and hunt both national forest and Ft Leonard Wood as well as
neighboring Laclede County. | have hunted the same areas since moving here in 2012. This
season | saw more than double the amount of deer than 2012-13 combined. On Veteran's Day
alone my wife and | did an all-day sit and saw more than 20 deer. Between the beginning of the
season and thru the end of gun season we counted more than 100 deer that we saw in the areas
we hunted. A large of mix of bucks and does. Young and mature bucks as well as spikes. Some
counties may need a change in numbers taken, however not all counties in the state are the same
with their herds. The gun season ending on a Tuesday never made sense to me, so reducing by 2
days to 9 seems like a good idea. Out of state fees are low compared to some neighboring states.
Also considering a draw for out of state tags would perhaps be beneficial as well. State wide
antler restriction. Give the young bucks a chance to grow. | have no issue allowing only 1 buck
during the archery portion. It may give the younger bucks a chance to live and get bigger because
most hunters will be a little more selective.

I am in favor of all proposed regulations changes for 2016-2017. | have noticed a decline in my
local deer population in St. Francois County, as well as my primary hunting location in Shannon
County. | feel these changes will help the population rebound fairly quickly while reducing
antlered deer taken during archery season will help buck-to-doe ratio that would be thrown off
by decreasing doe harvest from the shortened antlerless portion. Allowing crossbows will greatly
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increase archery harvest and bring in more revenues from permit sales. On another note, | also
support antler restrictions to improve buck-to-doe ratios. However, think landowners should be
able to use "cull" tags to manage their deer herd and remove undesirable genetics for small racks.
Cull tags would only be available from your local conservation agent. The hunter would need to
provide the agent with proof that the deer is undesirable, such as a trail cam picture of a mature
deer with a small rack. Then, the agent could supply a permit for the cull tag that could be used
during any portion of deer season. Once the cull tag is filled, the hunter must contact the agent to
confirm it is the appropriate deer. Any inappropriate deer would be confiscated and the meat
donated to Share the Harvest and the hunter would be unable to apply for a cull tag the next year.
Just a thought. Thank you and | appreciate all that you do for hunters.

Yes-reduce the gun season to 9 days! No-don't lengthen late youth season to 3 days! Yes-reduce
antlerless portion! Yes-allow crossbow during archery season! Yes-reduce antlered bucks during
bow season to one!

I would agree with maintaining the current timing of the November portion and reduce the length
to 9 days. From my own perspective | would like our gun season similar to Kansas (post-rut
December), but for bringing kids to the sports I like the current November timing. Expand the
late youth portion to 3-days beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving: Would NOT support
this change. The deer have already been hammered hard by gun season. This change would give
the kids the early youth season, regular season, and late season ALL in the same month of
November. | think allowing the deer to receive less pressure would be nice for hunters hunting
the late season (December) and having a January late youth season would be feasible. And if
place around the New Year holiday, the kids would already have off from school as would
parents from work. Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3-days and begin on the first
Friday in December: Would support both measures. Eliminate the urban zones portion: YES.
Most of the urban hunters are bowhunters anyways, and many of the urban areas have firearms
bans anyways. | say eliminate this portion. Allow crossbows as a legal method during the
archery deer and turkey season: No, No, and again, No. Of all the proposed revisions, this makes
the least sense. We're trying to help deer populations rebound...by releasing more hunters into
the words during archery season? Archery hunting is growing by leaps and bounds in Missouri
without crossbows. Already bowhunters harvest 19% of bucks harvested in Missouri. Men,
women, and kids are flocking to TRADITIONAL archery tackle. I believe that crossbow
manufacturers are behind this push and it's all about the $. When | have limited days to hunt and
I am frequently limited to hunting public ground, I do not want to have to run into any more
hunters than necessary. This is part of the reason | bowhunt. Many of my public ground haunts |
wouldn't dream of hunting with a gun because they would be overrun with hunters. Already as a
bow hunter I have people messing my hunt up. They have a right to be there too, so I'm not
faulting them. But neither side appreciate the encounter. Regardless of the impact on the number
of deer taken, an across-the-board crossbow allowance WILL increase the number of hunters
present in the woods and WILL decrease satisfaction of current hunters who take the time and
effort to master traditional archery. Concessions | would make on this point: (1) allow crossbows
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during late archery season, (2) allow crossbows in the currently-outlined "urban zones, and/or (3)
allow young hunters to use crossbows through age 15. And course, continue the crossbow
exemption for those hunters with documented medical disabilities. Reduce the limit of antlered
deer during the archery season to 1: Yes. With a 2 buck overall limit (1 gun, 1 bow) per hunter, |
think hunters will be more selective and hopefully pass more younger bucks. Simplify
conservation area regulations by limiting methods and use of firearms and archery antlerless
permits: Simplicity would be appreciated. Methods is one way, though I also like the Talbot
area’'s restriction on antlered bucks only during gun season; that way hunters are not blasting
away at everything that moves. | wouldn't mind seeing point restrictions in SW Missouri as well,
but 1 don't suppose that will ever happen. Non-resident fees shouldn't be any higher than they
already are. | understand that we can't sell ourselves short compared to our neighbors (KS and
IA), but at the same time, someone needs to take a stand. | think it is hypocritical for state
conversation agencies to thump their chests about how family-friendly the outdoors are and how
they want to see families hunting together when they charge such outrageous permit fees. This
isn't Europe. Hunting shouldn't be purely a rich man's game or something reserved for celebrity
hunters on outdoor videos who write off the fee as a business expense. | live in Kansas City and
may shortly find myself having to live on the KS side for work. The property | grew up hunting
in SW MO, my dad's farm, may be all but lost to me and my two sons based on the unreasonable
hunting fee prices. As I look to pay bills and save for my boys' college, | may have to tell them
they can't hunt grandpa's farm. Ridiculous. By comparison, Indiana is only $150 and they have
lots of record book bucks that haven't all been killed by nonresidents flooding the woods. Still
pricey for my blood, but I can stomach it. The bottom line is your average hunter has less money
to go around. We're a mobile society, which means people frequently go out of state from their
family's traditional hunting grounds. When they come back, they have a dilemma about whether
to hunt or not because of how downright expensive it is. Who has money just to shell out a
couple hundred bucks for a day or two of hunting? | have heard of people scheming to get
around the high prices by hunting on an in-state family member's permit. Is right? Clearly no, but
states are pushing people to weigh the risks of such behavior when they charge an arm and leg
for a piece of paper that lets you go sit on the ground next to a tree and soak up creation with no
guarantee of even seeing a deer. Just because states can set hunters back a third of a house
payment doesn't mean they should. Time to be different, Missouri. Thanks for what you do,
MCD!

Not a fan of only 1 buck for bow hunters. Like everything else. How many bowhunters kill 2
bucks. Seems like you are caving to gun hunters.

What good are those changes for the deer herd. The majority of the deer are killed the first week
getting rid of the last Mon. & Tues is not going to make no difference. Move the rifle season out
of the rut like all the surrounding states and Mo also would have deer like lowa, Illinois and
Kansas. Jesus, doesn't take a lot to figure that out. My family has a 237 acre farm in Sullivan
county and it is sad what I've watched it become in the last 3-4 years! | manage it personally and
I'm the only one that deer hunts it! The age structure and numbers has gone to h--I to say the
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least do to your seasons and liberal limits! I moved to lowa 3yrs ago now and it is amazing the
difference in the age structure! | have a great lay out in Sullivan County Mo and only kill 41/2
plus year old deer. This year | did not for the first time in my life buy a firearms tag. Because out
of 10 cameras running on the farm did not have one mature deer on camera the entire year prior
to rifle season! This farm has it all and I can't believe what it's become. | used to have 3-4 mature
deer on this farm every year! This year the biggest was a 125 inch 3 year old that I'm sure
someone blew away while he was running hard during the rut! Get rid of doe season and get the
rifle season out of the rut everyone that | know that is a true hunter and not just out there to get
away from there wife is in agreement with this! I have many friends who hunt and want the best
for the deer herd & they are all on the same page! Quit listening to the politicians, insurance
companies, and worrying about money and for god sakes do what's right for the deer herd MDC!

Leave November firearms portion alone. Crossbows should only be allowed for disabled hunters.
Implement 4 point restriction statewide for antlered deer. Keep alternative portion as is.

As an outfitter that has seen the effects of poor Conservation and two disease's kill off a lot of
deer, 1 would strongly support moving the rifle season out of the rut. So we kill the buck, during
the rut that may or may of not breed a doe. Then we turn right around and have a antlerless
season after the deer have been breed. Antlerless seasons need to be in October and rifle season
should be the same time Kansas rifle season is. Which is the first week of December.

All the changes appear reasonable. Thank you for considering these changes. Please consider
specifically the use of crossbows for archery season. I think it would encourage more young
people to try archery. I know I will be able to spend more time in a blind with my young sons
and start teaching them sooner. | will also be able to spend more time in the woods as | have
significant arthritis in my shoulder that can sometimes prohibit the use if a traditional bow.
Thanks again, J.S.

I would love to be able to use a crossbow in Mo. It's legal in TN and it's what I'm used to hunting
with and since | switch to a crossbow from a bow | have lost 0 deer. As far as the 9 days hunting
from 11 the draw to Mo is hunting the rut. With a one buck limit | don't see how this will really
help. I love hunting Mo.

I like all of the proposed changes, except making crossbows legal to hunt during bow season.
Crossbows are closer to guns than bows, if someone wants to hunt with a cross bow they should
be allowed to during gun season. Also, the rule should be a 2 buck limit total whether you shoot
the bucks during bow or gun should not matter.

"Allow crossbows as a legal method during the archery deer and turkey season™ | do not like this
idea. If you want to manage deer then why give every one permission to use a weapon that is
easy to kill a deer with. Hunting will be easier with a crossbow and more deer will be killed. |
don't want a bunch of young hunters using crossbows. "Expand the late youth portion to 3-days
beginning the first Friday after Thanksgiving™ I also don't like this idea. | feel that it should just
stay the same because they have the best deer hunting time during the rifle season.

I agree with all of the changes except for the addition of crossbow to anyone during archery
season. | believe that the restrictions on crossbow should remain the same, or what you do during
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the rifle season will be countered by an increased number of archery hunters that will use
crossbow in archery season. This would allow those hunters an additional buck (2 if the above
change is not instated) which would not help in getting more mature bucks either.

I am in complete agreement with all of the proposals, however, the one other modification that |
would suggest would be moving the November firearms season to begin the last Saturday of
November or the first Saturday in December.

Crossbows should not be allowed during the archery portions. Older hunters and those with
physical disabilities should be allowed to use them but making crossbows legal across the board
will increase the number of deer harvested in the archery season. This will hurt Missouri's deer
herd, and hunting related revenues for several reasons. A higher percentage of deer harvested
during archery season will result in less opportunities during rifle season and an overall increase
in harvested deer. With less deer to hunt, and less opportunities in gun season, out of state
hunters will begin to favor our neighboring states over Missouri, not to mention the impact on
the herd itself. I think shortened firearms seasons will certainly help increase deer numbers, and |
wonder if changing firearms season to shotgun season would be a viable option, as | know that
several of our neighboring states are shotgun only, and they certainly have health deer herds.
Please don't allow crossbows.

As a land owner, we need to control our deer population. If we reduce the time hunters have to
hunt or change to dates that our hunters are not usually reducing the deer population, how does
that benefit the populas? Please consider what changes could do, thank you for this chance to
view an opinion,

I am a wildlife and property manager with over 7500 acres in Scotland and Knox counties. | am
in support of the proposed changes to the wildlife code. If we look at neighboring states (in
which I manage an additional 12,000 acres) A one buck per season for both residents and non
resident only allows the buck population to MATURITY which is the goal of all respectable
managers. lllinois did not follow the Kansas or Kentucky guidelines in this respect and now
hunters are leaving in droves. Please help us in making Missouri the number 1 whitetail
destination in the Midwest. The potential to achieve this is possible if hunters will self-regulate
and the state will continue a proactive approach. As far as the cost of non resident permit, he cost
could go to $300 and still be under neighboring states. As | have seen the Missouri DNR will
spend the extra revenue wisely. | would like to see some portion of the money spent towards
educating hunters on the importance of deer maturity and letting them walk. The number one
reason in the entire US that hunters shoot young bucks is that they know their neighbor will if the
deer crosses the fence. We need a "work with your neighbor campaign " sponsored by DNR.
Thank you

I think that reducing the November portion of the firearms season to 9 days wouldn't have a huge
impact. | think to have a bigger impact on increasing the deer herd in MO, it would be more
beneficial to move the gun season to December. Having that many hunters in the woods with
rifles during the peak of the rut takes out a lot of deer. That leads to my next thought, which is
move to shotgun or muzzle loader and get rid of ARs. I think reducing the distance a person can
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shoot at a deer and the number of shots they could fire off would help deer numbers. I'm for
expanding youth a day. The more kids hunting the better for the future of conservation. Also
agree with reducing the antlerless portion. I'm not against cross bows, but I don't exactly see how
it helps increase the deer population. I also don't see a huge change either way, it would add
some hunters but probably not a significant number. I'm an avid bow hunter so reducing the
number from 2 to 1 wouldn't be great. However, we try to manage for mature whitetails, so the
idea that | would have a chance at more than one in a year isn't great anyway. If this would help |
would be in favor, but I'm not sure it would have a huge impact. Thanks for listening.

We need to be able to harvest more deer. They are destroying our farm crops.

I don't like the idea of adding crossbows to the archery season. It is an unfair advantage to more
traditional bow hunters and in my opinion raise deer harvest drastically. I also would like to see
the modern firearms season moved from the peak of the rut. | do appreciate the effort you are
taking to listen to your resident hunters opinions.

My name is SFC B.J., I'm a Missouri resident but stationed in Oklahoma. For the upcoming
changes with the herd numbers being low | would recommend the change to go back to a 9 day
firearm season with point restrictions. Also with changing the antlerless season to only 6 days
not 3. Crossbows are the new craze but allowing hunters without a disability to hunt with a
crossbow would only increase the number of hunters in the field and raise the chance of lower
numbers but I am not completely against the idea. My recommendation would be to limit all
hunter to 5 deer total for the year and only 2 bucks with at least 4 on one side in any combination
on weapons. For example, if you bow hunt and you shoot a buck you cannot take another with
archery until after the late muzzleloader season. But you could still hunt does. Then you could
take your second buck during firearm season or muzzleloader. And you’re only allowed to take 3
to 4 does total for the year across all seasons. As for nonresidents license, the price might be
comparable to other states in the area but for those that only have a few days to actually hunt
maybe coming up with a 3 or 5 day tag system at a reduced price or allow veterans or active
military service members to purchase tags at resident prices.

A few thoughts: Crossbows ok during archery season. Most states already have that in place. |
don't use one presently and probably won't unless for medical reasons. Gun season shorten by 2
days: I'm ok with that. If | don't shoot one opening weekend, then | generally don't see a buck |
after that during rifle season. My preference is to hunt with my bow. To reduce the antlerless
portion to 3 days won't be of great concern. With regards to antlered deer, I'd keep it as it is
today. | "trophy" hunt the first the first part of the season, then second half, | follow the rules of
the area. I normally purchase a couple of antler less tags so I can fill the freezer and donate to the
Share the Harvest program. | hunt primarily in St Clair county and have seen more deer the last 2
years then | have in the last 14 I've hunted in that county. Youth season | have no issue with and
urban zones I normally I don't hunt. Believe though that is where more tags need to be looked
into for hunting those areas. Conservation areas need to be more consistent in what's allowed
(bow, rifle antlered or antlerless) makes me not want to hunt public ground because of those
issues.




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 259

I understand and agree with most of these proposed changes. | would have one issue I'd speak
against; Allowing a crossbow to be legal to all hunters during archery season. | understand it
would raise more money as more archery tags would be sold to people who have never before
toted a bow into the woods. In my personal opinion it's not really archery. As a bow hunter |
practice year round in order to keep myself in peak shooting form and to have the confidence to
take an animal cleanly and in a humane fashion. Crossbows are much more like rifles and can be
sighted in once and require no more effort. The added difficulty to get into range of a deer with a
bow is why archery season needs a longer period. | feel it's not fair to true archers to legalize the
use of crossbows to those who are physically able to use a bow. I also fear that there will be
many hunters flocking to the woods who will not be fully educated on the requirements to make
a humane Kill with an arrow or bolt. As much as crossbow technology has advanced they are not
rifles and cannot be treated as such. | foresee a large increase in wounded and unrecovered
animals. With all of the other proposals meant to reduce pressure on our deer herd I think
allowing the use of crossbows (for those who are physically able to use a compound or
traditional bow) would have an opposite effect. | personally think it will add pressure to our herd.
But that's just my 2 cents.

Why are you changing things, it is fine the way it is. Everyone can't be happy. There are plenty
of opportunities for everyone. Limit antler less rifle and alternative tags. Not everyone can go
rifle hunting so leave our bow season alone

Firearms Season Changes: | agree with maintaining the current timing of the season and would
like to see the days decreased to 9. I like the idea of the added day to the late youth season, but
not the timing. | have a 12 year old boy and we hunt fairly hard from Sept 15th thru firearms
season. | think leaving so soon to hunt again on a holiday weekend may be more than the spouse
could take. I really like the idea of changing the antlerless portion to three days and the first
Friday in Sept. Eliminating the urban zones is fine with me. Archery Season Changes: | strongly
disagree with adding crossbows as a legal method during archery season. | understand if you are
handicapped and don't have a choice. | think it is great in this case. Archery has been around way
before guns, and I think shooting a crossbow with a scope is no different than a gun. What is the
challenge in that. | hope it doesn't change. | am fine with reducing the antlered deer to one.
Conservation Area Regulations: | am fine with this.

If you want to help the population one easy way would be to take away over the counter tags for
out of state hunters. There would be a lot less hunting pressure and the people that actually live
in Missouri could actually go out and hunt. Alot of resident hunters can’t find a place to hunt just
because all the out of state hunters lease all the ground, but all the conservation is worried about
is making money. One other way to help buck size is make it to one buck a year bow or gun.
That would make everyone more selective and there would be less killed. Another way would be
move rifle season to December, that way bow hunting is only open during the rut make our
season like lowa. Final note, out of state hunters ruin hunting for many Missouri residents. They
lease all the ground and make it to where we don't have anywhere to hunt, but to MDC, all out of
state hunters just bring in lots of money. Just shows how much you care about residents.
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I am in favor of all the 2016-2017 deer changes under consideration.

I hunt in Franklin County, a county that has a good population of deer. I think the current
regulations are fine for Franklin, and that deer populations should be studied and regulated by
individual counties. That being said, | would disagree with allowing crossbows during bow
season. Just about anyone who uses a rifle could use a crossbow, but it takes more skill, training
and commitment to hunt with a bow. | would support limiting individuals to 1 buck per archery
season. | would support making the gun season 9 days instead of 11 and reducing the antlerless
portion of the season. | have a young son and don't support extending the youth hunt. Those
hunts would be colder, less effective and less enjoyable for the younger hunters. I don't have a
valued opinion on the other changes as they wouldn't affect me or my hunting party.

In favor of all the changes, especially the crossbow. I think it will help bring more youth to hunt
in the bow season.

In favor of the crossbow and youth season changes.

I'm all for the crossbow I think it would be great.

We need to move the gun season to the last part of November and keep the youth season before
and after the rifle season

I think the crossbows should not be allowed for everyone. This is going to take away from the
time that actual archery hunters have from the guys that look for the easiest way to Kkill a deer. 1
do like the idea of moving the second youth season after Thanksgiving.

I commend you all for taking action to make change. It always seems to me that one generation
is trying to hold on to something the next generation wants nothing to do with. I sure would like
to see more thought given to the possibility of not only moving the rifle season back a week, but
also, to opening it on a week day to prevent the flood of people into the woods. It would be less
pressure and actually safer. Not a fan of the crossbow without a permit. That will increase
pressure in all of the wrong places. But, it should be maybe made easier to get that permit. A test
or competence course, given by the MDC, for a price. All in all, even though moving the season
back was everyone's hope, it's a step. Cutting the season back is a heck of a good step. Please
give consideration to the above thoughts. It would work well.

I agree with all the changes except for the one buck limit for archery season. You want more
hunter participation in archery seasons with the inclusion of crossbows, but I think reducing the
buck limit will reduce hunter participation during the archery season, especially after firearms
season. | have been a compound bow hunter for over 34 years now, and | fully support the use of
crossbows in archery season for all hunters, as well as regulations that increase participation
during the length of the season for those dedicated to archery equipment. | also think reciprocal
agreements should be put in place for non resident hunters from bordering states. Our non
resident fees are too low in comparison.

I am requesting that during archery season hunters be required to wear orange. We live next to
the corps land where anyone can hunt. We have had archery hunters cross our yard at dusk, sit at
the edge of our yard, trespass, etc. because they don't think we will see them. I'm tired of this
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going on every year. And now that you want to allow crossbows, we feel very strongly that
hunters absolutely need to wear orange. The main problem are with your own conservation
hunters. They don't want that. They won't even consider it. | want you to check statistics and see
how many are injured during archery season because hunters aren't wearing orange. We are
firefighters and help with life call rescue. We really want to see hunters wearing orange during
the archery season. Please, please consider making this rule.

For the most part | do like most changes but | do not agree with allowing crossbows during
archery season.

Applaud the MDC for the 4 point restriction. Hunters have an opportunity to shoot larger deer.
Youth are getting the opportunity to shooting larger bucks that people have spent a long time
chasing. The youth are getting spoiled by shooting large bucks and should be allowed to shoot
does only.

| agree with all the proposed changes, especially the use of crossbows during archery season. It's
time.

Move rifle season out of the rut and think about being a shotgun state. Making crossbows fully
legal would just bring all the lazy hunters out and everyone would be stomping around the
peaceful archery woods.

Youth season has ruined my "opening day" hunting since the year it was foolishly implemented.
The MDC has partnered with deer poachers all across the state in the name of Youth Season.
The reality is that deer poaching by adults during youth season has become popular because the
Youth Season is opening day of deer season. It is statistically supported that a hunter's best
opportunity to harvest a buck is opening day. That opportunity has been given to the deer
poachers and the poaching parents of kids who are unable to hold a center fire rifle much less
shoot it. When a kid does shoot how many deer have suffered from the expected large number of
wounded deer shot by them? Common sense says a high percentage are wounded because kids
do not have the experience of maturity to aim for the vital area.

If you're going to do away with urban hunts then we need to add the 4 point restriction to those
zones. Expand 4 point rule further south. Crossbows a must. Some smaller kids just can't shoot a
bow. This would at least get them out there more, especially early in the season when the
weather is more friendly for the kids. I wish it were as easy to go to other states to hunt as it is
for others to come here. $300 out of state at least. Make them draw.

Shortening rifle season 2 days sounds good. NO TO LEGALIZING CROSSBOWS, except
handicapped hunters! Also, raise the cost for out of state hunters to use our resources. Thank you
for all your efforts!

I am ok with reducing the firearm season to 9 days, but not shorter. Expanding youth season is
ok too, we need to do more for the youth to get them involved in outdoor activities. | think the
antlerless season should be at least 5 days because what if weather is really bad 3 days in a row?
Ok to eliminate urban portion as these deer can still be hunted during the other seasons, would
help to protect some does. | am in strong support of using crossbows the entire archery season as
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I have 2 bum shoulders but not bad enough for a medical exemption, plus, it allows other hunters
the opportunity to hunt during the peak of the rut. As it stands now, only the radical, right wing,
greedy and click'ish compound bow hunters get that opportunity now. Giving more opportunities
to more hunters is always a good thing. One bow buck is definitely enough. Simplifying
regulations is also a good idea. Thanks for the opportunity to provide my input. Keep up the
good work. As an fyi, the farm | hunt in Missouri is owned by my friend J., who is enrolling
acres in WRP and we have worked for years with Dan Criggler and Shawn Duckworth.They are
awesome folks!

I am for reducing the number of days for both the November firearms and antlerless firearms
seasons. | am against legalizing crossbows for the non disabled. In addition, |1 would like to see
the November firearms portion pushed back to either late November or the beginning of
December in order to allow more mature bucks to make it through the season. I realize that this
proposal was not necessarily up for debate; however, | personally feel that this change alone
would be most beneficial to Missouri's overall deer herd and the quality of its animals.

I would like to see the rifle season be later in Dec and not during the rut. The rest of the changes
sound great especially the crossbow issue.

It makes it difficult for our hunting party to bow hunt CA's that do not allow the use of bonus
tags as some in our party tag out on private land. I would like to see some relaxation on zero
bonus tags on these areas. Perhaps even one bonus.

Just read thru some of last year’s comments regarding these change issues. Almost all were
narrow minded and short sighted. Very little consideration of differences between different types
of land that MO encompasses. It is ill conceived to try and manage a states deer herd the same
thru-out when considering the size of MO and these differences. But at the same time we cannot
get management so complicated that no one is quite sure of the regulations. Little knowledge of
what a crossbow can/cannot do. Little knowledge of how muzzleloaders, archery equipment,
pistols, etc. have changed over the years. | hunt Harrison Co. Our deer herd is stable and in
decent shape. It should not be managed the same as that in the boot heel or elsewhere.
Hemorrhagic disease did hit hard, but not as hard as poachers. My family spends countless hours
managing our properties for wildlife. Not just deer. But it is very difficult to manage poachers
when a department such as the MDC cannot "afford" to have more than one enforcement agent
for a county the size of Harrison. That is my main concern. They rely too heavily on a poachers
hot line that does not truly scare a poacher as it is too difficult to get proof enough for
prosecution and poachers know it. NO FEAR FACTOR. I do not perceive moving the dates or
lengths of the current seasons making any overall impact. It would give many people more
opportunity to hunt because of holiday time but give approximately the same number less
freedom to hunt for the same reason. Pushing the dates back would interfere with predator
trappers who wait for the hunters to leave the woods to start predator control work, in effect,
shortening their season. In wildlife management, this is a very important subject to consider. |
have many more comments. Really too many to post. Best to speak one on one with a biologist.
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I hunt in Gasconade county and for years it seems like | have been seeing less deer (less adult
does in particular). I would like to see a limit on firearm antlerless deer tags to take the pressure
off of the deer herd. | would like to see a hunter to able to take two bucks. One during the
archery season and one during the firearms season. I had heard that there was talk about one
buck a year, regardless of method. That's fine for those that just hunt during the firearms season
as they have always been only allowed to harvest one buck.

Our main issue in Atchison and Holt county is that the public hunting land is getting destroyed.
Way too many people hunting on them and 2 and 3 year old 8 points getting shot along with 6
points that get left lay. | have hunted next to the Deroin Thurnau and Corning Conservation
Areas my entire life along with my dad and grandpa and friends. Land we farm borders these
properties. We see all the junk go on. The wardens do a great job of patrolling but there is no
restrictions to size of deer and how many hunters can be on public land. In a 1/2 mile by 1/2 mile
section there were 16 deer stands. | count them yearly before season. This isn't counting the
people sitting in blinds and on the ground on top of the levee. | watched 2 hunters chase a doe
and corner her last year on top of the levee. Is there any talks on helping this matter at all? As a
farmer and land owner how can I help?

Firearms season, | am for reducing the portion from 11-9 days, but feel it should be moved at the
tail end of the rut. I am all for giving youths another day to have a chance to succeed. | also agree
that the antlerless portion should be shortened to 3 days. As for the archery changes, | feel
adding crossbow hunting is not something | would support at this point unless the any deer
permit was limited to one for both archery and firearm seasons. This last thing wasn't talked
about but | feel the permits for non-residents should be on a draw based system to ensure quality
deer hunting for the residents of Missouri as a priority.

I believe I am in support of all the proposed changes listed above. | really support reducing the
antlerless season.

I like the proposed changes and think that they would help.

I have hunted Missouri many times. Move the gun season back! Yes shorten it, and yes less buck
tags.

I think that the rifle season should not be during the rut. I believe that using a rifle it makes it too
easy to shoot a record buck. I do hunt with a rifle and I also use my bow and believe it's a better
experience harvesting an animal at close range.

| agree with everything except the crossbow thing not everyone should be able to use a
crossbow.

I think it's a great idea to shorten the firearm season and to cut back on the doe season. And |
think it would be good to allow crossbows. Something for sure needs done because | normally
see tons of deer and | sat day after day and was lucky to see 1 a day.

I've always felt we should make non-resident hunters draw for a tag and make it seasons choice.
People from out of state lease our local ground up and just hunt bucks. If they had to draw it
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would make them less likely to lease ground they couldn't hunt every year. Take some lessons
from lowa.

I agree with all of the proposed changes, that the conservation dept has stated.

I am not in favor of changing archery season to include crossbows. It should remain crossbow
use as it is now. Medical ect. permitted. The rest of the changes are fine. | would like the youth
to follow the point restriction during their season it is never too early to learn rules.

I LOVE the proposed changes but have a few comments PLEASE DONT ALLOW crossbows
during archery season, puts more hunters in the woods that don't know anything about arrows
and will end up probably taking a lot of bad shots. Instead of 1 deer archery (good idea) consider
what Oklahoma has, 2 antlered deer per year only 1 with gun. So us bow hunters can take two
deer with bow and then not gun hunt. LOVE the rest of the changes. Only thing missing is make
nonresidents do a DRAW!

I think the rules are good the way they are, crossbows are way too easy to be used it's fun to have
the challenge to kill a deer with a compound bow. | would be a very upset hunter about that and
shortening rifle season. But back to the crossbows, once people with the right disabilities should
be able to use them. | am also completely fine with the changing the youth season, that's the only
good idea in this. Leave the two antler buck tags too, would do great. Helps kill off the
management bucks.

I like the way the restrictions are now but reduce the gun pressure. Like maybe, move regular
season back a couple weeks and get rid of antlerless season all together. Youth season has good
placement to make for exciting hunts. I am more of a bowhunter than anything and | would not
include crossbows during archery season, unless of course someone may have injury or elderly
ect. the way it is now. All that said I think Missouri has some fine hunting. Oh and I like hearing
the stories I’m hearing of agents cracking down on land owner tags being misused. Good job.
And, poaching fines should be more severe.

I will agree with the November 9 day portion. | don't mean to be selfish with the youth portion of
season but if the adults would take more time and hunt with that child during the regular season
that would teach them more. | guess I'm saying the one weekend they have is enough. The urban
zones should be regulated to how the deer are doing in that area. Archery, the crossbow don't
need to be allowed unless doctor approved. As far as 1 antlered deer in archery season, | think it
needs to stay the same just cut back the number of antlerless tags allowed with archery. What are
suggesting on simplifying the regulations?

I like and agree with proposed changes. | would also like to see the November firearms season
moved to a different time when it's not during the rut period

I support all gun season changes. | believe only disabled and youth should be allowed to
crossbow hunt. | absolutely disagree with the only one antlered buck during archery season! A
very low percentage of hunters ever harvest their two archery antlered tags so why change it?
The harvest of bucks has no real effect on the population of a whitetail herd so by changing that
law you’re doing nothing but catering to the rifle hunters. If you want more does then stop killing




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 265

them. The population in my area is booming. This evening | drove the around my block which is
around 2 square miles and counted 23 bucks and 132 does and fawns which some bucks have
already lost their antlers. And that was just what I could see from the road. Thanks for finally
asking us the landowners for our opinion.

Move rifle season back one week, out of the rut. Crossbows will create MORE pressure
especially during bow season, bad idea. Decreased bow tags, decreased doe season days, and
decreased rifle season days are all good things. Biggest thing is moving the rifle season away
from the rut which should decrease the number of deer harvested, especially 2-1/2 and 3-1/2 year
old bucks that have good potential. Also, require out of state hunters draw a permit and/or
increase the cost for out of state hunters. Limiting the number of hunters will definitely help.

I've been deer hunting south east Mo for 20 years now and things have changed for the better but
I still think Mo is behind the boarding states on the quality, and quantity. Way too much
poaching in my part of the state. | thought the telicheck was going to cut down on that. But its
way worse. A lot of unaccounted for deer die. | would like to see the "average" age of the deer
harvested being 3 years old and up, rather than 1 1/2 years old. Way too many young bucks die
here in the southern part of the state. | think the antler restriction is crucial for a more mature
deer herd. With the sacrifice of passing younger deer within a few years just as many deer will
be killed just at a higher average age. Which in return would make hunting in Mo more desirable
and in the long run yall would make more money! Also, I'm strongly against a statewide
crossbow use during bow season. That should be a privilege of age if anything. Youth season is
always during the best part of the season so two days in that time is plenty. Leave youth season
like it is. Rifle season needs to be moved out of the heart of the breeding/rut and cut down some.
Maybe go to a split rifle season. Like two, three day hunts. Although I'm against taking rifles
away and only going to shotguns or black powder. The out of state hunters need to pay more.
Majority of states around cost twice as much for out of state tags. | want to say thanks for the
opportunity to give my input. I do believe the men/women who take the time to give their input
should be considered. We are your main contributors to this industry in our state. Thank you.

I'm fine with these changes. Especially the crossbow part. | would like to see the early youth
season moved earlier, like the 1st of Oct.

I am in strong favor of allowing crossbows for all hunters. I am in fine with reducing gun season
from 11 to 9. 1 archery buck. I really do like the longer antler less season as | am a meat hunter
and it allows me more opportunities to harvest a doe without having to take off work. Fyi, | have
never harvested more than 3 deer, but having enough opportunities to harvest 3 allows my family
to have a full freezer for the year. Thanks for the opportunity to share my thoughts

1)Move the firearms season later in the year out of the rut. 2) NO CROSSBOWS FOR
REGULAR ARCHERY. 3)Eliminate "antlerless™ season altogether. 4)Draw/Lottery for non-
residents. Even if they all get one, but make them apply early. 5)2 bucks a year total, but only
one with firearms. 6)One "bonus™ antlerless tag for archery/one for firearms.

I want to state that | firmly oppose the legalization of crossbows during archery season, except
for individuals with a special permit due to a medical exemption. | believe that a large number of




February- March 2015 Deer Regulation Changes Under Consideration for the 2016-2017 Season «<* Page 266

people who lack a strong desire to archery hunt will take advantage of it because it is easy. This
with harm efforts to improve the age structure of our deer herd. | have had both shoulders
surgically repaired and refused to go to a crossbow. | successfully bow hunted with physical
discomfort and a cortisone shot prior to my first surgery. | was also successful after rehab and
before my second surgery. | do not expect others to do such a thing, but feel that too many
people want the easy way. Archery hunters already share the season with a variety of weapon
users and the best of the rut goes to the firearm season. The archery season should remain for
regular bows (current gear) and crossbows should be kept in the alternative weapon season. Are
tag sales going to become more important than what type of opportunities are available to deer
hunters? In addition to the above, young hunters are certainly capable of learning to shoot a
regular compound bow. They will learn more starting out with a compound bow than being able
to reach out and touch the quarry with a scoped crossbow. Do we want to make long time
devoted hunters and people with woodsmanship skills or people that are only willing to take the
easy road? Many hunters recruited this way may not stick with the sport as well as those who
have learned the sport with a recurve or compound. Again, | seriously doubt that more bucks will
survive to older age classes if compounds are allowed in regular bow season. Concerning the
archery buck limit, I am ok with a one buck limit except that it does limit my ability as a
landowner to manage the occasional "inferior" buck. What percent of the archery buck harvest
occurs in the second portion of the season? | would be surprised if allowing crossbows did not
greatly offset any small gains by limiting archers to one deer. However, if crossbows are
legalized, it would be important to limit them to one deer. | would also support moving the
firearm season one week later so it is later in the rut phase. | love to gun hunt as much as the next
person, but believe this change would improve the age structure of our deer herd. More older
deer in the population would add to the excitement of the hunt. Thanks for the opportunity to
comment.

Move rifle season out of the rut and later into the season! This will increase both the buck and
doe population. Charge more for out of state permits. And please don't allow crossbows year
round. That seems very counter productive to helping grow the deer population?

I haven't noticed any drop in deer population in my area. As many dead deer as | see along the
roads | am not sure about the decline in other areas either? | don't really mind the changes
though. You have done an outstanding job with the deer so whatever your people say needs to be
done. When | started hunting we could go a really long time without seeing one. Job well done!

I agree with shortening November deer season and doe season. Remain to only allow disabled
hunters to use crossbow during archery season, but during turkey season | believe it would be
fine. I think we need to limit the access and availability of over the counter out of state tags.
During rifle season it looks like a pumpkin patch out there, | haven't rifle hunted in the last few
years because of this. | am an avid bow hunter and yes let's limit the archery buck tags to one all
year until our numbers and maturity return. Deer numbers are dramatically down it seems in
northern Missouri, let's not have an issue like they have in east Texas where east of 35 they aren't
allowed to shoot doe! Thanks and keep up the good work!
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I think both the archery idea's would be great.

The rifle season should be shorter. Too many deer are taken during this period.

You need to get rifle season out of November and not be consecutive days in a row and allowing
everyone who isn't disabled to use a crossbow is a joke you are gonna just hurt the deer herd that
much more you might as well just let everyone hunt with a rifle all year round if your gonna
allow crossbows to everyone.

Shorten rifle season a couple days and also cut back on days for muzzleloader season. Do away
with the antlerless portion. We need the does if we are gonna get our herd back. Look into what
IL and lowa are doing by breaking up the seasons and maybe going to shotgun only | mean come
on where's the sport in shooting a deer in Missouri at 100 plus yards. The big issue is the firearm
season that’s when 85% of are deer are taken so leave archery season alone unless it’s to cut
back on the number of antlerless tags allowed. Also look into the number of nuisance tags given
to farmers especially in Knox county. There was a farmer up there allowed to shot over 100 deer
the last 2 years cause of crop damage. If the farmers are having issues search out other ways or
methods to handle things cause if we keep doing that then we are defeating the purpose of
changing hunting season regulations.

Taking 2 days off firearms season isn't too bad. Reducing that archery buck limit to 1 is good,
but maybe make it a Sept 1 opener. Several states have a Sept 1 opener and have thriving deer
herds. On the antlerless portion, maybe do a Friday - Sunday for 2 consecutive weekends.
Crossbows should be allowed during archery season. Some people can't shoot a regular bow for
reasons that may not be medical. It would give them a chance to get out and enjoy deer hunting
without a lot of pressure from fellow hunters.

1. No crossbows, if the herd is already down a bit the deer don't need the added pressure. 2. One
archery buck is fine. 3. Move the rifle season back one week and 9 days is enough. 4. Cut the
antlerless season back or cut the season out totally.

No on the proposed late youth season. No on the cross bows. Keep the urban and the November
rifle the same. Yes to the 3 day doe. I'm neutral on the 1 antlered deer in bow. I usually only
shoot one buck a year anyway. | think Bonanza CA need a lot of help. Hunted there almost 20
years and what has been done to that place is an abomination. Deer herd is so scare there. | do
love the 4point restriction and what it has done to the awareness of deer management in the state.

Cut back on rifle season days. Do away with antlerless portion. Maybe do a lottery system to
give out doe tags during rifle season to cut back on antlerless harvest. Look into doing away with
rifles and going to shotgun and muzzleloader only. Take away nuisance tags for farmers. We
have farmers in Knox County that are getting away with killing 100 plus deer each year on
nuisance tags. This is really hurting the herd. I am for crossbows but only for youth and
handicapped individuals.

I would like the Dept. to change to allowing legal use of crossbow during archery season. Please
consider this during the 2015-2016 season and 2016-2017 season.

I would like the Dept. to permanently allow the legal use of crossbow during archery season.
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Don't follow anything Michigan does, if you want or need suggestions look closely at Ohio's
rules and regulations. I live and own property in Michigan but will be spending more time and
money in Ohio this year? I'm very disappointed in MDNR and the way they are handling the
declining deer herd. Michigan has the 2nd most hunters of any state and everyone can still
legally harvest 7 deer.

The allowed use of crossbows by all hunters during archery season would be detrimental to our
state's hunting season. Please do not allow this travesty to happen. It would allow extreme over
harvest during our already extended archery season. It's bad enough we have an 11 day rifle
season during the peak of the rut, and this will further devastate the amount of mature bucks we
have in this state. Look at Kansas if you guys want to learn how to manage a states resource, not
just maximize the amount of dollars you can make from it. Youth seasons need to be moved so
dads stop shooting deer and tagging them with their kids permits, and rifle season needs to be
moved. Obvious decisions that HAVE to be changed. Thanks for your time.

Everything sounds good except the crossbow change. | think you will have a lot of hunters take
that up since gun will be shortened. Crossbow will negatively affect the population.

In my opinion I don't think allowing crossbow hunters to hunt all year is the right answer. | do
like the three day doe season. Personally | would take the doe season out because it makes no
sense. Riffle season is for 11 days then you have muzzleloader season for 11 days to kill a doe.
Two seasons is more than ample time to kill a doe. Also, it would be a good move having gun
season moved to later date in November. This would improve doe population. This would also
prevent younger bucks from being killed.

I agree with all the proposed changes. | think that changes in this direction would be a positive
move for the MDC. Although I have to admit that it is nice to see more than a few deer per day,
like it was 7-10 years ago. Hunting season is enjoyable when having a choice of bucks to look at.
The antler restrictions have made a big difference on the buck season.

While I agree with most of the proposed changes, | continue to not understand why out of state
land owners are not treated more fairly in regards to the cost of the permits and number of deer
they can harvest. | pay income and property taxes just like Missouri residents. Why not put a
minimum acreage (like 160 acres) to be considered and treated like other Missouri resident
hunters?

Maintain the timing on gun season but shorten it. Please keep the youth season the same.
Shorten the antlerless season. Allow crossbows. Research from other states show harvest rate
typically remain the same. Keep a two buck harvest. Only one can be taken by gun or
muzzleloader or two with bow. Or one bow and one gun or muzzleloader.

I think they should lower the days to 9 from 11. | believe they should not allow bonus tags for
archery or gun season. Move the archery season back to October 15 rather than September 15.
Along with the 4 point restriction rule they should put into effect an inside spread limit of 14
inches. Only one buck may be taken by a hunter a year would also help. Please don't allow open
usage of crossbows!
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I don't think crossbows should be allowed unless you have a disability and are not capable of
pulling a bow back but I also think MDC should consider on expanding the region with a point
restriction to at least 4 points on one side | think that would increase the number and quality of
bucks. I know northern Missouri and other parts have this but I think the whole state should be
this way. For people like myself that try to manage the quality of deer on their property this
would be great

Leave archery season limits alone and no crossbows except for medical reasons. In the past
unlimited does in firearm seasons are the problem. Match out of state tags, with the state they
come from.

In my opinion the MDC is well behind the curve in caring for the state's deer and turkey
population. | hunt throughout several southeast Missouri counties and can say without a doubt
the area has been allowed to be over harvested. The push to "sell" tags has decimated the wildlife
population by allowing overharvesting. In the mid 80's it was common to see several deer on a
daily hunt and not uncommon to hear several turkeys gobbling on a spring morning. That is not
the case presently. | enjoy hunting/watching our state's wildlife and believe the proposed changes
are not enough to maintain the current status quo and certainly will not build the population to
the mid 80's quality. 1 would support a much more aggressive approach to managing our wildlife.
Several surrounding states have successfully managed their wildlife through reduced harvests!
At the present time we don't have quality or quantity!

| agree with proposed changes, including the crossbow change! Please continue to make
Missouri a great place to hunt and fish, even if we have to curb limits and season lengths in order
to achieve it. THANK YOU!

Change the 2 day youth season portion October 31/November 1 - Move to an earlier date in
October (prior to 10/20) out of the active pre-rut period that is a highlight for archery hunting.
Reduce the firearm days to 9 — yes. Youth season - 3 days beginning the first Friday after
Thanksgiving-if dates are changed to early October during the first youth portion, then yes. If
not, keep as is in January. Reduce antlerless portion to three days-beginning first Friday in
December-yes. Eliminate urban deer zones-yes. Allow crossbows during archery season-yes.
Reduce the archery limit of antlered deer to one-yes. Simplify conservation area regulations-yes.

Would like to see the firearms season and antlerless season both shortened. Disagree with
limiting the buck tag for archery hunters. Also disagree with use of crossbows for everyone.

I do not think that crossbow should be a legal hunting method for those that are able to draw
back a regular bow. Crossbows should be special permit only.

I think all these proposals are a step in the right direction. Especially allowing crossbows during
the archery season. Thanks for giving the public a chance to voice our opinion.

I think the youth season makes a huge difference. | think youth season shouldn't be on a date all
its own. | believe we should do away with the first youth weekend and let them hunt regular
firearms season with their guardians who will also be allowed to carry a firearm and hunt at the
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same time. Everyone wins and the deer aren't already spooked from the time of youth season to
firearms opening weekend.

First off, I'm glad to see that you are responding to the needs of our state's deer population. I
know that you're job isn't easy and | was you to know that | personally appreciate the work that
you all do. In regards to the proposed changes, here are my thoughts: Although | would like to
see the timing of the rifle season to change, I think that reducing the days from 11 to 9 days is a
great idea. I'm don't know how many deer actually get killed those last two days, but any little bit
helps. For youth season, | would personally like to see it stay where it's at. That's still hammering
on the deer pretty hard during November with the firearms. | also agree that reducing the
antlerless firearms portion to 3 days is a great idea. But again, if you move the youth portion to
the last weekend in November, that's not giving the deer much of a break. | don't have much of
an opinion on the urban portion. If it's not proving to be effective, you might as well eliminate it.
For the love of all that is sacred, PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE DO NOT allow crossbows to be
used with an archery permit! I think that this would be a horrible idea. The public land is
pressured hard enough as it is. Introducing a flood of crossbow hunters would be devastating.
Plus, if we're trying to get our herd under control, it doesn't make sense to allow a weapon that
will undoubtedly increase the kill ratio. PLEASE do not let this one happen. I also agree with
reducing the buck harvest to one antlered deer during the archery season, with a bow. Not a
crossbow :) Thanks again and best wishes to you. PS- PLEASE DON'T LET THE
CROSSBOWS BE A LEGAL WEAPON DURING THE ARCHERY PORTION!

For some reason the seasons were moved around. Move them back to the way they were if
you’re going to lessen the length. Black powder or alternative methods used to be the weekend
right after thanksgiving and the antlerless portion was in January.

I have hunted MO for the past 10+yrs. | would love to see the 2nd youth season move to
Thanksgiving weekend. Both of my children have enjoyed the youth season over first part of
November and I feel you guys have that correct. | feel a 9 gun season is perfect.

| agree with the change in antler buck limit for archery. Also, with the number of days doe
season is in length. It should be shorter and not late in December and January, due to antler lose.
I do not agree with the crossbow change.

| agree with all the changes, except for allowing everyone to use crossbows. The archery
equipment these days is increasing in accuracy, range and power. The true challenge of bow
hunting is getting close enough to a deer to make a good clean shot with your bow. Crossbows
take away that challenge to some extent. Drop that portion and | agree with the other changes.

Move rifle season out of the rut!

I am in favor of all the changes besides allowing crossbow hunting during archery season.

I like the proposed changes. I have definitely seen less deer in the past few years with the idea of
increased doe harvest and EHD outbreak. | see nothing wrong with the crossbow proposal and in
fact I wish it would have been in effect when my son was young. I think it would also lead to
more lethal shots especially by a young hunter. I always worried about draw weight and
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penetration when my son started out bow hunting. This would essentially eliminate the problem
or at least make you not worry as much. Every other state is sky high on their deer tags for non-
residents. | see no reason why Missouri cannot do the same. This would allow for resident tags to
stay affordable to us residents. Maybe even a draw system for non-residents instead of the
convenient over the counter.

I don't agree with the shorting of the rifle season. | don't see how dropping a day will affect the
herd. 1 do agree with allowing crossbows to be used all of archery season. | also don't agree with
the one buck only. I think the antlerless season should be implemented state wide. We have a lot
more does then bucks in the portion of Bollinger county that | hunt. Something else that | feel
would be more helpful to the heard is adding more agents to the field the number of road hunters
and poachers is at an all-time high where we hunt.

The conservation department has been running our outdoors in Missouri for a long time. You
take and take and never give back. The ideas that are out now are for convinces and people not
doing their job. Not trying to get on top of the blue tongue problem, telecheck ruined small
towns period and open the doors for illegal activity all over the state.

Making crossbows legal would greatly reduce deer loss after being shot with compound bow. It
would add more accuracy and range to be able to make a fatal shot.

I believe rather than limiting buck tags we should have an antler restriction. I've had this
conversation with many other hunters and all seem to agree that would cut down on the number
of deer taken just as effectively as only allowing one buck and it would make for a healthier deer
population.

The crossbows should not be an option to everyone. Especially if you're trying to limit archery
tags. The archery tags should not be limited. There's so many less deer taken during archery
season so why limit even more? Reduce the rifle season. That should help the herd survive. Also
it might push hunters into bow hunting. Not crossbow hunting. Thank you so much for
everything you guys do! You're truly doing a good job. My 2 cents.

I think the archery limit should be dropped to 1 (one) antlered buck. The firearm season should
be moved to later in the year, as compromise to us archery hunters, for limiting the bag limit by
giving us the first opportunity at a buck on its feet during daylight during peak rut. I think
alternative methods season should be 2 (two) days around mid-December. | also think archery
season should end December 31st to limit the number of bucks harvested that have already shed
their antlers. Lastly I believe all counties, including Texas which is my home county, should
have the 4 point antler restriction. Thank you guys for doing a great job in preserving our
wildlife!

I truly hope you guys are monitoring the social media sites and the comments that are being
made in regards to allowing crossbows year round. It seems that the majority of people are
against it! Please listen to them it will not help increase the deer population!

Honestly, in my opinion, the 2014 regulations were fine. Nothing made me think that we should
do things differently. The thing that stands out the most that I do NOT think should happen is
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adding crossbows. | am an avid bow hunter, I spend hours and hours in the woods. This does not
seem "fair" to some of the hunters who work their butt off with a compound bow. Leave the
crossbows to the people who are not able to use a compound. This is my biggest argument out of
everything that is being proposed. Here in southeast Missouri we have tons of deer taken a year.
I think that adding crossbows would wipe out a lot of the population. Please, no crossbows.

The only change | disagree with is allowing crossbows. They give an advantage the over other
archery equipment. They can be used now during rifle and alternative seasons. Please do not
allow them archery season. Only disabled hunters should be able to use them.

As a landowner that is attempting to manage deer as well as farm, these changes are ridiculous. |
understand the notion that there are less deer, but that is not universally true. Over the last couple
seasons | have seen more deer than ever in our area, and It's almost to the point that | worry
about competition with cattle and destruction of crops. If I were you folks, I would make tag and
season limitations a much more localized decision and cater to the region instead of making
these broad sweeping policies. That being said, at our farm and at our surrounding neighbor's
properties, we don't want a shorter season and we don't want fewer tags. If we have to
compromise, why not keep the season the same length (or make it longer) and limit tags? People
that have to work or live farther away from their hunting spots already don't have enough time to
hunt. For example, I'm a grad student in North Dakota and | have a really hard time making it
home to hunt. I either have to wait for muzzleloader and bow or antlerless later in the year, so of
course | would appreciate more time to hunt. On the topic of crossbows, why would this be a
good idea? The popular argument today is that compound bows and crossbows are similar in
effective range, fps, and accuracy, so why not allow them? Well the answer is that with a
compound bow there is still the necessity to draw your bow, thus adding an element of skill in
timing that motion so that the deer doesn't notice you. There is also a heck of a lot more effort
involved and strength required. Obviously, if you allow crossbow hunting during the general
archery season you will find greater harvest rates. It doesn't take a degree in wildlife
management to figure that one out, just like how it doesn't take a degree in genetics to figure out
that antler point restrictions are counterproductive to growing larger bucks. Basically, what I'm
trying to tell you guys is that we'll never again see low deer populations like in the 50s and 60s.
Those days are gone. And quite honestly, a lot of what you're trying to accomplish by way of
antler point restrictions and limiting tags is essentially mandatory ethics. If you want to have
regulations like those on public land, that's all well and good, but you're really going to suggest
to a farmer that he can't shoot a 6pt buck that has been living on his farm all summer and eating
his crops? If he doesn't care about growing antlers (and you folks shouldn't care either. Revenue
from hunting tourism should be your lowest priority), why shouldn't he shoot that "little buck™?
And so if I want to thin out the deer on my farm, who does that hurt in the long run? There are
other landowners that have very little or no hunting pressure. You need to let people make their
own way and make their own decisions on how to manage the deer on their land. I know it's hard
being the government and all, but please, stop jacking around with the laws and making it harder
for people to shoot deer.
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| agree that the season should be shorter during rifle season and that all should be allowed to use
a crossbow, only if you take bow season to one buck, but I think if you keep the permits the same
cost that you should add a doe tag to make up for your other any deer that you would loose and |
also think you should only have one turkey tag with those and offer a second bonus. I also think
that youth season should be expanded and check stations for the next few years should be re
implemented to better manage our herds.

All of these regulation changes seem to be aimed at increasing the deer population. All except
allowing crossbows during archery season. It's pretty obvious that is just a way for MDC to sell
more tags.

I agree with all changes. | would support raising prices for non residents to a more equal rate. |
would like to hunt lowa but at $550 the it is too much. Give them some of their own medicine.

I agree with the shortening of the firearm season, | do NOT agree with the legalizing crossbows
during archery season, our local deer herd is defiantly shrinking.

I like anything to with limiting the number of deer tags being issued. | would like to see an
elimination of 1 archery buck tag. Two antlered tags, 1 for archery, 1 for rifle, is plenty. | think a
positive outcome would be more deer and better quality of deer. With 3 total available tags,
hunters are more likely to shoot an immature buck early, just because they can still kill 2 more. |
like the idea of shortening the rifle seasons. I do not like adding the crossbow to anyone. Way
more deer would be harvested this way. | don't think this way would add new hunters to our
sport. It's just going to be adding more rifle hunters during the archery season. I would like to see
a cap on antlerless deer permits issues statewide, not just certain areas.

I agree with and support all of these changes. Another nice change (if crossbows become
allowed) would be to just make all conservation areas bow only. No guns at all (except maybe
black powder). There's too many people on conservation land, and you never know when or
where they are. Most people | talk to feel these areas are too dangerous to hunt in during gun
season. Just an idea. Thanks.

I believe the limited number of doe tags that was in effect will show next year good call there. It
appears to me that we lost a lot of deer to disease not hunters so | don't think shorting the season
will do much except hurt people like myself who enjoy the later part of the season when the
weekend warriors are burnt out on hunting. As for crossbows, | don't see a problem with it. Here
is my suggested proposal, why don't we raise our out of state license? Don't make Missouri the
cheapest place in the mid-west to hunt! Yeah we may lose some revenue but everyone | know
that is a serious hunter wouldn't mind another dollar added on to in state licenses if you had to
have more money! This should also cut down on number of deer harvested, heck what about an
out of state lottery for rifle hunters looks like it worked for Kansas. Oh yeah, as for the one
archery buck, not interested! Late season bow hunting is tough with alternative season and late
youth (which | love and one more day on that shouldn't hurt) the bow hunters that are still out
there are conservationist themselves. More than likely hunting a mature buck. Thanks hope this
helps. B.F.
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I disagree with lengthening late youth portion, | disagree with the use of crossbows during the
archery portion unless your disabled.

Reduce it to one buck for archery and shorten antlerless to three days. I still think crossbows
should be limited. There's really not much difference between them and a muzzleloader when it
comes to shooting and range.

| agree with the proposed regulations. Don't like only being able to kill 1 buck with archery
equipment. Welcome the crossbow change, it will help get some younger hunters out that can't
quite pull a 40# compound. I would like to see early season Alternative Methods hunt before
Firearms Season and state wide 4 point restriction.

I would like to attend a meeting and hear the options explained in detail! What is the closest
meeting in my area and the date and time?

Reduce firearms seasons to 9 days. O.K , 3 day doe season O.K, crossbows O.K but don’t like
just 1 buck for bow hunters. I don't bow hunt but go with my grandson. First buck he takes most
of the time is not a wall hanger. Most of the time a buck you want out of the herd. Then the
second buck we hunt for is a big one or none at all. Mainly enjoying time in the woods hunting
with my grandson and hopes of a big buck. I will try an attend a meeting.

I am very interested in the use of a crossbow during the archery season. | recently bought a
crossbow to use during the alternate methods season and | would be thrilled to be able to use my
crossbow for the full bow season. I do not like the reduced antlered buck limit or the timing of
the second youth season. | thought the purpose of this second season was to give young hunters
an opportunity to use guns they receive for Christmas. Moving the season up seems to defeat this
goal.

I am an occasional hunter but frequent target shooter. | have used both a vertical and crossbow
and have found that I am much more consistent with the crossbow than the vertical bow. With a
crossbow | can shoot as far and as well as my father or brothers. If | have trouble cocking the
bow | can always use a crank to help pull it back, but it definitely levels the field for all archers
regardless of physical ability. Including the crossbow in the full archery season would give me
many more opportunities to hunt with my bow. I do wish the regulation regarding the number of
buck would remain the same so | would get the same chance my brothers had to put a trophy on
the wall.

Firearms season changes: 1. Maintain the current timing and change the season length to 9 days.
I am very disappointed in the MDC for pulling what I call a bait and switch on this. There was
promise of potentially moving the timing of the season OUT OF THE RUT. | am so sick of the
MDC using the argument that its "tradition” for the season dates to be where they are during the
rut. We are slaughtering our deer herd at their most vulnerable state and it's ridiculous. There are
a large majority of hunters that want the season moved. YES! As far as reducing the season to 9
days that's fine. | don't think it will make much difference though. 2. Expand the late youth
season to 3 days and move the dates from January to Thanksgiving weekend. | don't think this is
the youth portion to be moving. The reason the late youth portion was set where it was because
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you wanted these young hunters to be able to use their new gifts from the holidays during this
portion, correct? The portion to be moving is the first youth portion. 1 don’t think young children
should be in the woods hunting during the pre-rut/chase phase of the rut. Yes, hunting should be
exciting and of course everyone wants to see good action. However wouldn't it make a whole lot
more sense to have kids in the outdoors hunting when deer are in feeding patterns (you know, the
main thing deer do, EAT!) rather than them trying to lock in on moving targets. | will never
understand the logic of the timing of that early portion. It should be in September! I am all for
increased opportunities for the youth so I am in favor of moving the late youth portion only
because the deer are less skittish, the weather is better and you are increasing their opportunity
with time in the field. 3. Reduce the length of the antlerless portion to 3 days and begin first
Friday in December. Yes! Reduce the gun fire, period. Way too many days of gun fire and
pressure on the herd. 46 days of straight gun fire is not very smart from a management
perspective. 4. Eliminate urban portion. I don't know anything about the urban zone portions so |
can't give an answer either way. Archery Season Changes: 1. Allow crossbows during archery
deer and turkey season. | have never shot a crossbow. | am an avid archery hunter who has used
both traditional methods along with compound methods. | practice with them year round. |
mainly hunt with a compound bow though. | do have some concerns about allowing crossbows
during archery seasons, but | am open to trying it to see how it goes. 2. Reduce the number of
archery buck tags to 1. No! Is this a joke? | can understand your concern by adding crossbows
you naturally think you have to limit the buck kills now because you anticipate a greater number
of hunters hitting the woods. There is a VERY small percentage of hunters that shoot more than
1 buck with archery tackle. If the data supports making this change because crossbows were
added or any other reason then maybe it could be looked at again in the future, but there is
nothing to suggest this change needs to be made. Conservation Area Regulations: 1. Simply
methods of use. | am not well versed on these methods so | have no comment either way.

I am an avid deer hunter, often spending most of the year prepping for the big opening day. My
son loves to bow hunt but I have found the new bows too difficult to comfortably use. This
results in me spending more time at camp that out hunting. If I could use a crossbow during the
archery season | would be able to enjoy many more hunts with my son. My son and | are both in
favor of keeping the archery deer limits the way they are. It is hard enough to talk a deer into
coming within bow range to let that trophy buck go.

Crossbows should be allowed in archery season. | use one now because of my back. But they
have been around longer than compound bows. They are not like a gun. You must spend more
time practicing. Young shooters can manage a crossbow easier n shoot a higher poundage. A lot
of other states allow them during archery season without any problems. | say it’s a good thing. |
can believe a young shooter getting a deer with a crossbow better than | can a really small one
shooting a 270 -30-06 and getting a deer without help holding the gun.

Get rifle season out of the rut!

As an avid archery hunter, the MDC has my full support. I have not rifle hunted in excess of 20
years. | only pursue trophy animals and | am not a meat hunter. | see plenty of deer during the
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season and enjoy that more than any kill. The MDC has done great things for Missouri and all
wildlife has been given a chance to thrive. These changes will help everyone and benefit the deer
herd.

I like the current timing of the various hunting seasons. I've done my own management around
here and having chased away numerous poachers with little follow-through from MDC agents.
I've reduced my number of doe taken to encourage a healthier herd for next year and hope
poachers don't return. Back to regulations: I'm amendable in a slight reduction from 11 to 9 days.
I'm okay with youth season going from 2 to 3 days. | am against antlerless going from 12 to 3
days. I'm okay with eliminating urban zones portion. I'm all for crossbows as | can't use my
compound efficiently anymore (age 53). I'm all for reducing antlered archery from 2 to 1. I'm all
for raising fees for out-of-state. | purchased land and moved to the country 10 years ago and take
just enough to feed myself for a year, pay taxes for owning land. Out-of-staters can use our
resources at a premium cost. As far as poaching, I'd like to see penalties increased and more
support from MDC when 1 call in reports. Well, that's my opinion if our opinions do matter in
this upcoming regulation change.

I have property in Jackson, Lafayette, St Clair, Worth, Mercer, Harrison, Camden, and the most
damage I receive from deer are in Jackson and Lafayette counties. The urban zone should be left
as is. If changes are needed for health reasons of the herd then do what the biologist feel is best.
In this economy the small game has probably even diminished a bit as well. People need to eat.
Final thought, it seems that | have seen more road Kill this year than most. Example, KC to
Eagleville "I -35" years in the past we would see maybe 6 to 8 in the median or easements. This
year more like 15 - 20. Hope this helps. Thank you for all you guys and gals do for us
landowners and the people of this state with the conservation of our states resources. | have
passed the torch of tradition to my son and he will soon be passing it on to his son in about 6
more yrs. Thanks again from all in my family. - SS

Stop issuing handfuls of tags! The farmers get handfuls of tags then hunt on government land.
Farm tags should only be for farm hunting.

The problem is GUN season! | am a serious deer hunter and so many of our young bucks and
does are killed in the first fire arms season. Look at the harvest numbers. The herd is not hurt
with bow. The youth season needs to be earlier (out of the rut) and the first firearms needs to be
moved later (out of the rut) and the extended doe season needs to be canceled completely. All
you can go on are the facts and the harvest numbers are the facts.

The seasons being shorter is a good thing, but allowing crossbows is a bad idea. If you are trying
to slow the number of deer killed why are you allowing crossbows with a longer range and ease
of use all season. The only way they should be used is if you are handicapped. You are allowing
more people that don't know how to bow hunt to wound deer and never report them. So how is
adding crossbows all season a benefit? They should only be allowed in the rifle and alternative
season.

First I must thank the MO Dept of Conservation for creatively finding ways to make changes that
improve hunting and the hunting experience. | feel that as myself and my family has owned
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farmland in the state of MO since the mid 1800's my voice should be taken into consideration.

I don't have many strong opinions on the considerations but | do have a couple. 1 am very much
AGAINST the use of crossbows during archery season ESPECIALLY during the early portion.
Bow hunting is extremely difficult and making it so much easier to take mature bucks with a
much easier device will deflate our efforts to allow mature buck numbers to increase and in some
cases limit the success of true bow hunters. A much larger portion of crossbow hunters will be
novice hunters and generally would be less selective about their harvest as well as their hunting
tactics being subpar instead of top notch. Give bow hunters, the highest sportsman in all of these
categories, every advantage to keep game unaware of hunting pressure and more opportunities
for close range bow shots on mature animals. Every single advantage. Period. HOWEVER, |
would be in favor of allowing the use of crossbows during the portion after firearms season and
the late season for crossbow hunting to continue (alternative methods) but only during or after
firearms season. Continuing to allow disabled hunters to use crossbows during archery season is
fine. Being a bow hunter for years | can't imagine not being able to go if | were injured, disabled,
or simply getting too old in the shoulder to be able to effectively bow hunt. Archery season limit
to 1 buck. I'm fine with this too. If an avid hunter arrows a buck and then shoots a buck during
firearms season and they aren't satisfied they can go to another state and pay the fees to do so.

It's not like there isn't other opportunities out there and 3 mature bucks is a bit much. Meat can
be obtained by antlerless only portions or doe tags. Thank you for doing a fine job and | hope my
voice is herd.

I agree with the changes in general but the one | am most happy to see is the crossbow change.
The more people in the woods hunting is more people on our side.

Keep the antlerless season length as is. People have a hard time taking off work and the extra
days are a way of hunting of staying outdoors. Don't cram more hunters into only three days. No
to the use of crossbows for the archery season. Makes it too easy for those not dedicated enough
to use a regular bow. I have missed only one deer season since 1968.

From what | understand, MDC is wanting to lessen the amount of deer harvested by reducing
number of days for firearms season, antlerless only season, and lowering the limit of bucks
allowed during archery season. If the goal is to allow our deer herd to comeback after bouts with
EHD, as well as, (for a lack of a better term), over harvest, why would they allow the use of
crossbows in archery season? As an avid hunter, | see fully the potential that crossbows have to
make harvesting a deer so much easier. | do not think they should be considered "cheating"”, but
they do give a great advantage over traditional or compound archery equipment. | believe
crossbows do have a place in hunting, excellent for handicapped hunters, but as an acceptable
method for all hunters is wrong. If MDC is to allow crossbows, they may as well allow using
dogs for deer hunting, and one might even go as far to say that providing bait piles is ok. Not a
good idea MDC, not at all.

I think that the firearms season should be moved back to the Friday after Thanksgiving, and
should be cut down in the length of the season. The first youth season should be in late
September or early October. The antlerless season should be cut down to 3 days again. As far as
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crossbows is concerned, well I am a bowhunter, and | know that some people cannot shoot the
traditional bows or compounds well enough to be able to harvest a deer cleanly. So if some need
a crossbow, then yes it should be allowed, but | would say have a special season for the
crossbows. One thing that | do not like is the Alternative Season, | think that it should go back to
be muzzleloader only again. As far as | am concerned is that we go back to having to decide to
hunt with a muzzleloader or a rifle during the firearms season. There are a lot of people that if
they don't harvest their deer during regular firearms, they run out and buy a muzzleloader and
have no idea what they are doing with them. Also, | feel that until we can get our deer population
back up, that we may want to go back to a draw system on doe tags or just cut them back to one
antlerless deer per season. Then the non-residents, | feel like we should charge certain ones a
higher price than others. Look at lowa, Illinois, and Kansas. They are outrageously high on their
non-resident tags. | know that Indiana is probably the lowest cost for non-residents tags. | know
that the MDC is wanting to make money to help with our maintenance for the public lands that
we have, and | feel that the farmers are taking away a lot of hunting ground when they clear out
fence rows and draws that use to hold deer, quail, rabbits, pheasants, and other small game
animals or birds. | am the president for one of the oldest archery clubs in Mo., and | get to hear a
lot of people's views on the hunting season's and what the farmers our doing to our wonderful
state's hunting land. I have to hunt public ground, for which I am one of many that cannot afford
to buy my own land, or even lease any land to hunt on. The farmers are charging a arm and 2
legs to be able to lease ground. The public land is overcrowded during firearms season that 1 will
not go during firearms season unless | am able to go with a friend on private ground. Where does
it end for the ones that are less fortunate? | hope that you all find my thoughts and feelings
helpful, and thank you for all that you do for our sport and heritage of hunting and fishing.

I believe to help our herd, reduce the number of antlerless tags that are available and maybe
impose an antler point restriction to more counties. And move the firearms portion away from
the main rut in early Novem